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It is to be regretted, that Johnson did not write
an account of his travels in France; for as he is re
ported to have once said, that « he could write the
fe of a broometick (1),” so0, notwithstanding so
many former travellers have exhausted almost every
subject for remark in that great kmgdom, his

(l)xtbwmmpm wlthas’, moryhmdnoaivu
-
could e ey ?mm&atu; Bt oo, Y
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| observation, and peculiar vigour of
MR illustration, would bave produced a

Work. During his visit to it, which lasted
@ikt two months\he wrote notes or minutes of
at he saw. He promised to show me them, but
I neglected to put lim in mind of it;—and the
greatest part of them has been lost, or perhaps
destroyed in a precipitate burnmg of his papers a
few days before his death, which must ever be
lamented : one small paper book, however, entitled
« France II.,” has barn preseived, and is in my
poswessron. It is a diurnal register of his hfe and
observations, from the 10th of October to the 4th of
November, inclusive, being twenty-six days, and
shows an extraordinary attention to various minute
particulars. Being the only memonal of this tour
that remains, my readers, I am confident, will peruse
«t with pleg.sure, though his notes are very short,
and evidently written only to assist his own re- '
collection.

 Tuesday, Oct. 10. — We saw the loole militaire,
in which 150 young boys are educated for the army.
They have arms of different sizes, according to the age
—{flints of wood. The building is very large, but nething
fine except the council-room — The French have large
squares in the windows. They make good iron pah-
sades (1) — Their meals are gross. (%)
Franee: e Tad probably, o sces, st of B Biset o
Inalides, which 18 one of the finest.«— C,
(2) The has becn tho general opimion ; and Johnson

was certaunly 8 n that point, if he behieved that his
mmwdeb&ii':-dfc- pe Y
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* We visited the Observatory, a large buliding-of &

great height. The upper stones of the véry
targe, but not cramped with iron — The fist.on.
18 very extensive ; but on the jnsulated part there js no
parapet — Though it was broad enough, I did not care
to go upon it. Maps were pringing in one of the rooms,
— We walked to & small convent of the fathers of the
Oratory. In the reading-desk of the refectory lay the
Lives of the Saints.

 Wednesday, Oct, 11.~~We went’to see Hdsel de
Chatipis, & house not very large, but very elegant. One
of the rooms was gilt to a degrer that I never saw before,,
The upper part for sexrvints and their masters was pretty.

“ Thence we went to Mr. Mouvil's, a house divided
into smell apartments, furmshed with effeminate and
minute elegance — Porphyry.

“ Thenice we went to 8t. Roque’s church, which is
very large. 'T'he lower part of the pillars incrusted with
marble. Three chapels behind the high altar ; the last
a mass of low arches. Altars, I believe, all round.

“ We passed through Place de Fendéme, a fine square,
sbout as big as Hanover-square. Inhabited by the high
familics. Louis XIV. on horseback in the middle.

“ Monville is the son of a farmer-general. In the

house of Chatlois is a room furnished with japan, fitted
up in Europe.
“ We dined with Bocage(1), the Marquis Blanchetti,
and his lady— The sweetmeats taken by the Marchioness
Blanchetti, after observing that they weye dear — Mr.
Le Roy, Count Manueci, the abbg, the prior (?), and
Father Wilson, who stayed with me till I tosk him heme
in the coach — Bathiani is gone.

 The Freneh have no laws for the maintenance of

(1) Madame Du Bocage. See pos’, p. 22.—C.
(2) {The then Prior of the Englsh Benedict'nes st Parid
was named o = MARRLAND,

B* 2
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their <= Monk not necessarily a. prht—-Bene-
/vige at four ; ave at church an hour and haif;

. af ghurch again half an hour before, half an hourafter

"dinnet ; and again fromhslf an hour sfier seven to eight

: --’l'heymny aleep eight hours — Bodily labour wanted

in monasteries — The poor taken into hospitals, and

miserably kept-~Monks in the convent fifteen: ac-
counted poor.-

“ Thursday, Oct. 12. — We went to the Gobelins—
Tapestry mskes 4 good picture — imitates flesh exactly
“one piece with a gold ground — the birds not exactly
Loloured —- Thence we went to the king’s cabinet ; very
neat, not, perhaps, perfect — gold ore — candles of the
candle-tree — geeds — woods — Thence to Gagnier's(!)
house, where I saw rooms nine, furnished with a pro-
fasion of wealth and elegance which I never had seen
before — vases — pictures — the dragon china — The
lustre is said to be of crystal, and to have cost 38,5002
~= The whole fnrmture said to have cost 125,000/, —
Mamask hangings covered with pictures — Porphyry —
This house ttruck me — Then we waited on the ladies
to Monville's — Captain Xrwin with us(?) — ¢ Spain —
¢ County towns all beggars—-At Dijon he could not find
“the way to Orleans — Cross roads of France very bad
¢ —Five soldiers — Woman — Soldiers escaped ~— The
¢ colone} would not lose five men for the death of one
* woman - The magistrate cannot seige a soldier but by

* the colanel’s permission—Good inn at Nigmes— Moors
* of Barbary fond of Englishmen — Gibraltar eminently
‘bedﬂly*‘:thuhaffrom Barbary — There is a large

¢ gardery — Soldiers sometimes fall from the rock.”
" Friday, Oct. 13.—-1 .stayed at home all day, onlv

¢

: U) I’uh%‘a&ng Intandant des Finances, who had a fine

rmoltkh &ppears to be a minute ot
: am X ?'n.-.s.-.And?smrq,
uquotahon-—
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went to find the prior, who wad not at home -1 read
something in Canus (') — Nec admiror, nee multum
{aude.

“ Saturday, Oct. 14. — We'went to the house-of M.
[D'] Argenson, which was almost wainscotted with looke
ing-glasses, and covered with gpld — The ladies’ closet
wainsootted with large squares of glass over painted
paper — They always place mirrors to veflect their
rooms.

“ Then we went to Julien's (’z, th¢ treasurer of the
elergy — 80,0001 a year— The has no very large
room, but is set with mirrors, and covered with gold w5
Books of wood here, and in another library,

At D****ss4s°'c (1) T looked into the books in the
lady’s ¢loset, and in contempt showed them to M.
T[‘ﬂ] « ¢ Prince Titi(+) ; Bib], des Fées,’ and other

(1) Melchior Caus, 2 celebrated Spanish Dominican, who
died st Toledo, in 1560. He wrote a treatise ¢ De Locis Theo-
" in twelve books. -~ B, He was celebrated for thy
heauty of his Lumitly - **Malchior Canus parlsgt Latin comme
Ciceron.” — Vigneul-Marvilliana, vol. §. p, 161.— C.
(2) M. de St. Julien, Receveur-général du Clergé. — C.
(3) Ir Argenson’s. —C.
(i)ml-lmggofz’rimﬂtimuhtobelhewm
&fraploy of Frederick Prince of Wales, bat was probahl
tten Ralph, Ins secretary. See Park’s Roy. and N
i. p.171.; and Biog. Dict., art. Ralph, where it
added, that Ralph's executar gave up the unpublished MS.
Prince Titi to Lord Bute,~ C.—[It 15 possible that the oviginal
MS. was so given up, but the Nmmwm:i
gmud. both w French and English —in Paris in 1785,
London 1736. The work was probably exhibited WI;
st eyl e B g
nk it & 3
o be; forl)r..lohuonm not to have known m
and some modern critics have cven denied the very existence of
the volume ; which, however, 1 have had in my possession. 1t
Prince Tit, l;.':.i.‘f Aietory, Soninted aﬁ: Jiﬁ...n, Yot
LJ s
hed in 1 B Hon, Mrs, Sunly; by By
1; pﬂ.oe 88" w=C., ﬁa:’]. .
®3

84

BE

:
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boeoks - S8he was offended, and shut up, as we heard
afterwards, her apartment.

& Then we went to Julien le Roy, the king’s watch-
maker, a man of character in his business, who showed
a small clock made to find the longitude. A decent
man. *

4 Afterwards we saw the Palais Marchand (1) and
the courts of justice, civil and criminal — Queries on the
Seliette (2) — This building has the old Gothic passages,
and a great IW of antiquily. ‘I'hree hundred
prisoners sometimes in the gaol.

« “Much disturbed ; hppe no ill will be. (3)

¢ In the afternoon 1 visited Mr. Freron the journalis:.
He spoke Latin very scantily, but seemed to understand
me. His house not sple :did, but of commodious size.
His family, wife, son, and daughter, not elevated, but
decent. I was pleased with my rcception. He is to
translste my books, which I am to send him with
notes.

@ *f Sunday, Oct. 15.— At Choisi, a royal palace on
the banks of the Seine, about 7 m. from Panis  The ter..
race noble along the river. The roums numerons and

(1) It was not Alﬁte coirert to apply the name of Palais
Marchand to the whole of thut vast bullding called generally
the Paleis, which from bel the old palace of the kimgs of
France had {like our owh palace of Westmnster) become ap.
fpropinted to the sitings of the parliament and the courts of
Justace ; and the Conciergerie uf’ that palace (like the Gate-house
of ours) became a prison. The Pulais Marchand wis ly
euly the stalls (like what are now called bosaars) which were
plsced slong some of the galleries and corridors of the Polais.
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grand, ‘but not disceiminats? from other palaces. The
chapel . beautiful, but smali — China globes — inlaid
tablea — hbyrmth —sinking table (')~ toilet tahleg.

‘ Monday, Oct. 16. — The’Palais Royal very grand,
large, and lofty — A very gre collection of pictures —
three of Raphael — two Hejy Family — one small
piece of M Argelo—one room of Rubens — I thought
the pictm ;8 of Raphael fine.

“ The Thuillefies — Statnes ; Venus — Xn. and
Anchises in his arms — Nilus— - many fhore — The walks
not 'epen to mean persons—— Chairs at -night hired for
two sous & piece — Pont tourgant. (%)

“ Atistin Nums () tirate — Mrs. Fermor, sbbess
- 8he knew Pope, and thought lim dissgreeable —
Mrs, -~ has many bor 3-—has seen lifte— Their front-
let disagreeable — Their hood — Their life easy — Rise
sbout five ; hour and hslf in chapel — Dine at ten —
wnother hour and half in chapel - half au hour about
thewe, and half an bour more at seven — four hours in

agel - A larye garden. - Thivteen penuonen(‘)r
T comaplained,

":Ac the Bouleveras ... iothing, yet wu glad to be
there — Rope-dancing ard farce — Egg dance — N. B.
Nea. £aris, wite.ker .n . ek-di vs or Bundays, the roads
empty. , A

(1) A round -tihle, i veriwe of which descended
dnnexy to a Jower floor; so that supper x be serv ud
removed without the presence of servants. 1t was.invented by
Lots XV, duttiig the favour of Madame du Bexrl, wC.

%) Before the revolution, the ﬁ'omﬂuguﬂnnef
(’}hmll " mmém = Was Dver a gont foure
Maﬁndnfdnwm&p.-c.

'I‘MEng&h vent of Noire Dame de Siom, of the
%r‘m? C Muﬂ“hﬁoﬂmml‘o&s&
(tﬁ* Itdhvvho their aducstion. .Before the
WNWW
mmhm conyenta, »— .
‘3 4
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“ Tueeday, Oot. 17, «= At the Palcie Marchand I
bought —

- A snuff box o ~ 24 bioves,
- <« - &8
Tablebok - + = 15
Scussors 3p [paiw) » « 18

| Livres] 68 =L, 18s. 64 sterling,

¢ We heard the lawyers plead — N. As many killed
at Paris as there' are days in the year — Chambre de
question (1) — Tournelle at the Paluis Marchand (2) —
4An old venerable building, .

“ The Palais Bourbon, belonging to the Prince of
Condé — Only one small wing shown — lofty — splen«
did — gold and glass — The battles of the great Condé
arc painted in one of the rooms — The present prince 8

re u¢ thirty-nine. (')

¢ The sight of palaces, and other great buildings, loaves
no very distinct images, unless to those who talk of them
~s- As 1 entered, my wife was in my mind (4); she would
have been plegsed. Iaving now nobody to please, I am
little pleased.
®N.B. In France there is no widdle yank, (°)

(1) This was one of the rqoms of the Conciergeric, where g
q\ﬂ&m—-luture-wns applicd. — C.

?) The word Tournelle designated that ion of the
m&lm?m-nmm%m% thut.pum
the Palais in which they sat, -~ C.

3) The was the celebrated and unfortunste Duké
e TR T Rt B
n mo ves un
rmmdpl)uc de B-:u‘rbou.-c. 1830, — He died h:
Aug, 1830, under most melaneholy circumstances. - C, 1835,

His tunder aflection for his departed of which there
u-s‘?nm evudénces in his % Prayers nd'flﬁaﬁm‘ ape
pents vary feelingly in this paseage.

%ﬁnmmmm{; l:upp-ntohnuiuw:::
it. waty i theory, divided {as England is) oo tbe
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* S0 many shops open, that Sunday is little distine
guished at Paris— The palaces of Louvre and Thuilleries

granted out in lodgings.

“ In the Palais de Bourbon., yilt globes of metd at
the fire-place.

“ The French beds commended — Much of the marble
only paste.

“ The colnsseurn (1) & mere wooden building, at lesst
much of it.

¢ Wednesday, Oct. 18, — We wen{”to Fontainebleau
which we found a large mean town, crowded with people
~-The forest thick with woods, veryextensive — Manueci
secured us lodgings — The appearance of the country
pleasant — no hills, few sireams, only one hedge — I

dlergy, the nobles, and the commons, and so it might be said that
there was no middle rank; but not &Tﬁ’ did the theoretical
constitution of society thus tesemble of England, but so
did ite practical details, There weve first the peers of Franoe,
who had scats and voices in the parliament, but were of httle
weight as a political hody, from the smallness of their numbep,
and w&mrpmmmﬂwmiwbqwmm
stll call ours, a high court, and had lost its lgisiative functionss
~—-next came the noblesse—the gentilhommes —answering to
our gentry ; then the middle classex ofmd::‘y. composed of the
poorer gentry, lawyers, medical men, inferior clergy, literary
men, merchants, artists, rnanufacturers, notaries,
in short, all those who in erer constitute middle
classes, and they undouhtedly esisted in In their due pros
portion to the gentry un onc hand, and the working classes on
the other. Johnson's remark is the stranger, because it would
scem that his intercourse while in Paris was almost exclusively
with persons of this middle class ; but it must be observed, that
his interconrse snd his consequent sources of information were
not extenave, Mrs. Piozzi to him, talking of the
of tefinement of mauners in land, “1 much whe-
ther this refinement h--pu'-‘ﬁ.nmmmmw
whether it is confined to our own island: when we were s
France we eould Gittle judgment, as our fime way chichly
pussed among the ?—C,

1) This building, which stood . the Faubourg 8t. Homoré,
n(u.l.indof n.ﬂ..u. anil was destroyed a few years aﬁel.'.
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remember no chapels nor crosses on the road — Pave-
went still, and rows of trees.

“ N.B. Nobody but mean people walk in Paris.

Y Thursday, Oct. 19. — At court we saw the apart-
menta — The king's bed-cbn:fber and council.chamber
extremely splendid —Persons of all ranks in the external
rooms throngh which the family passes—servants and
‘masters — Brunet () with us the second time.

# The introductor came to us — civil to me—— Pre
senting ~— I had seruples (2) — Not necessary — We
went and saw the king and queen at dinner — We saw
the ether ladies at dinner — Madame Elizabeth, with the
Prinoess .of Guimend —~As night we went to a comedy
= I neither saw nor heard — Drunken women — Mrs.
T. preferred one to the other.

& Friday, Oct. 20. — We saw the queen mount {n the
forest — Brown habit; rode aside: one lady rode sside(®)
~— The queen's horse light gray — martingale — She

— We then went to the spartments, and admired
them — Then w;n;d;red thr]gngh the palace — In the
flassages, and shops — Painting in fresco by &
master, wmw but — We saw the king’s horlelbl’n(ls;l::
= The dogs almost all English — degenerate — The

= (1) Perhmps M. J. L. Brunet, a celebrated advocate, — C,

L) the custom to court presentstions, that
n(a)ﬂccwrm-dmtmmuuimmw
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horses not much commended — The stables cool ; the
kennel flthy.

“ At night the ladies went to the opersa— I refused,
but should have been welcome.

“ The king fed himself with his left hand as we.

« Saturday, Oct. 21. — In the might I got round —
We came home to Paris—1 think we did not see the
chapel — Tree broken by the wind — The Erench chairs
made all of boards painted. (})

“ N.B. Soldiers at the cort of jusfice(?) — Soldiers
not amenable to the magistrates — Dijon women. (%)

“ Fagots in the palace — Eyery thing slovenly, excepf
in the chicf rooms — Trees 1n the roads, some tall, none
old, many very young and small,

“ Women's saddles seem il made » Queen’s bridle
woven with silver — Tags to strike the horse.

¢ Sunday, Oct. 22, — To Versailles, 8 mean (4) town
— Carriages of business passing ~— Mean shops against
the wall — Our way lay through Séve, where the China
manufacture — Wooden bridge at Séve, in the way fo
Versailles — The palace of great extents~ The front
long ; 1saw it not perfecly —The Mensagerie— Cygnets
dark ; their black feet ; ?bmmdg :me-—-lhl-

8, or gulls — Stag and hind, young —~ Aviary, very
m; thﬂ,vire—muk stag of China, small
Rhinoceros, the horn brokea and pared away, which,
suppose, will grow ; the. basis, I think, four inches
ncross ; the skin folds like loose cloth doubled over his
body, and cross his hips; & vast animal, though young ;

M that th ot of cedar, >
o2 Mg e ot

MeaRsr over, o fashion
which had not yet reached England, —C.
(2) The marechanssds was at the of the courts of

Justica ; but the mterior d was od by Awlssiers,
ushess, the scrvants of the court. «= Oy
(8) See qnid, p. 4.
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s big, perhaps, as four oxen — The youny elephant,
with his tuske just appearing -— The brown bear put oug
his, paws —all very tame — The lion— The tigers I
did not well view — The camel, or dromedary, with twq
bunches called the Huguin (*), taller than any horse —
Two camels with one bunch — Among the birds was a
pelican, who being let out, went to 2 fountain, and swamn
#bout to catch fish — his feet well webbed ; he dipped
his head, and tugned his long bill sideways — he caught
two or three fish, but dia not eat them,

¢ Trianon is a kind of retreat appendant to Versailles
¢— It has an open portice ; the pevement, and, I think,
the pillars, of marble — Theve are 1nany rooms, which
I do not distinctly remember — A table of porphyry,
about five feet long, and between two and three broad,
given to Louis XIV. by the Venetian state — In the
council-room almost all that was not door or window was,
I think, looking-glass — Little Trianon is a small palace
like a gentleman’s house — The upper floor paved with
trick (2) — Little Vienne —— The court is ill paved —
Tiie rooms af the top are small, fit to soothe the imagin~
ation with privacy — In the front of Versailles arc smal}
basins of water on the terrace, and other basins, 1 think,
below them — There are little co:urts — The great gallery
i8 wainscotted with mirrors not very large, but joined
by frames——1 suppose the .urge plates were mot yet
‘made — The playhouse was very large (*) —The chape)
bu(:zhm epithet should be appued to this anjmal with cne
. {8) The upper floors of most houses in thcethare tiled.—C.
: . inee, whi
o Sabrom. T arcly 1o sh ighing end otbes e
rul Fd_t.wﬁns_- pight ; 100,000 francs. It is celebrated

the History 13: Revolution as the scene of the entertain-
mbnt by the du Corps on the 1st of Octcber, 1789 ;
Tpfies s sl b Sher gt

b {

WW v ndedux:niasmidsnmmmm.
iy Gy mer | When ot Versailles the people showed us the thestre.
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{ do not remcmber if we saw —We saw one chapel,
but I am not certain whether there or at Trianon -
The foreign office paved with bricks [tiles]— The
dinner half a louis each, and. J think, a louis over—
Money given at menagerie, three livres ; at palace, six
livres,

« Monday, Oct. 23. — Last ‘night 1 wrote to Levet
—We went t0 see the looking-glasses wrought — They
come from Normandy in cast plates, perhaps the third
o o= inch thick — At Paris they arc ground upon a
w Cine table, by rabbing ore plate upon another with
gt between them — The varigus sands, of which there
sre said to be five. T coald net learn — The handle,
by which the upper glas: 5 moved, bas the form of a
wheel, which may be mevedin I directions— The plates
are sent up with their surfaces ground, but not polished,
and e continue till they are bespoken, lest time should
+poil the surface, as we were told — Those that are to
e polished are laid on a talle covered with several thick

*ths, hard strained, that the resistance may be equal’:
tiey are then rubbed with a hand rubbeg, held down
awrd Ly a contrivance which T did not well understand
~» v powder which is used last scemed to me to be
an dissalve? in mguafirtic ; they called it, as Baretti
said, mare dv Peas: puvic, which he thought was dregs
— They mcutioned viteiol and saltpetre — The cannon
bell sv:m in ih gu  uver — To silver them, a leaf
of beaten tin is inid, and rubbed with quicksilver, to
which it unites — Then more quickailver is poured upon
it, which, by its mutual [attraction] rises very high —
Then a paper is 1aid at the nearest end of the plate, over
which the glaes is slided till it lies upon the plate, having
driven much of the quicksilver before it~ It is then,

As we stood on the stage, looking at some machinery for play-

Johnson ? m—ﬁ‘Npggwe :i’ t;rg;"wh:s !',‘;;ﬁ:r:%
an at Paris? ' —

“we will try t0 act mmr-—!’mm?iuf’ S
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1 think, pressed upon eloth, and then set sloping to drop
the superfluous mercury : the slope is daily heightened
towards a perpendicular.

¥ In the way I saw the Gréve, the mayor’s house (1),
and the Bastile. We then weat to S8ans-terre, a brewer(-)
~ He brews with abou as much malt as Mr. Thrale,
and sells his beer at the same price, thaugh he pays no
duty for melt, and little more than helf as much for beer
= Beer is sold retail at sixpence & botile — He brews
4,000 barrels 8 $ear — There are seventeen brewers in
Paris, of whom none is supposed to brew more than he
— Reckoning them st 3,000 each, they make 51,000 a
year — They make their malt, for malting ia here no
trade.

¢¢ The moat of the Bastile is-dry.

*“ Tuesday, Oct. 24 — We visited the king’s library
~— I saw the Specwium Humane Salvetionis, rudely
printed, with ink, sometimes pale, sometimes black ;
part supposed to be with wooden types, and pert with

s cut in boards. The Bible, supposed te be older
at that of, Mentz, in 1462 ; it has no date; it is
supposod to have been printed with wooden types — I
am in doubt ; the print is large and fair, in two folios—
Another book was shown me, supposed to have been
printed with wooden types — I think Durandi Sanc-
tuarium in 1468 — This is inferred from the difference
of form sometimes seen in the same letter, which might
be struck with different puncheons — The regular rimi-
litude of most letters proves better that they are metal
~ I saw nothing but the Specuium, which I had not
seen, I think, before,

 Thence to the Borbonne — The library very large,
pot in lattices like the king’s — Marbone and Durandi,
g, collection 14 vol. Soriptores de rebus Gallicis, many

1) The Hitel de Ville, — C.

ﬁa &mmmmumm-nmmmcwanm
V1. t the scaffuld, and commanded the troops that
guarded it during his murder. — M. .
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folios — Histoire Généalogique of Franee, 9 vol.—
Gallia Christiana, the first edition, 4to. the last, £, 12
vol. — The prior and librarian dined with us—1I waited
on them home-— Their garden pretty, with coveted
walks, but small ; yet may hold many students — The
doctors of the SBorbonne are all egual-—choose shose whe
succeed to vacancies — Profit little.

“ Wednesday, Qct, 26.— 1 went with the prior. to
8¢, Cloud, to see Dr, Hooke (1) — We walked round the
palace, and had some talk — I dine¢’ with our whole
company at the monastery — In the library, Bereald —
Cymon — Tiitus, from Boceace — Oratio Proverbialis
to the Virgin, from Petrarch ; Falklend to Sandys —2
Dryden’s Preface to the third vol. of Miscellanies. ®)

“ Thursday, Oct. 26. — We saw the china at Séve,
cut, glazed, painted — Bellevue (3), & pleasing house,
not great: fine prospect— Meudon, an old palace —
Alexander, in porphyry : hollow between eyes and nose,
thin eheeks — Plato and Aristotle — Noble terrace
overlooks the town, — St. Cloud — Gallery not w
high, nor grand, but pleasing — In the ropms, Mi
Angelo, drawn by himsel, Sir Thomas More, Des
Cartes, Bochart, Naudeus, Mazarine — Gilded wain-
scot, so common that it is mot minded -— Gough and
Keene — Hooke came to us at the inn— A message
from Drumgould.

 Priday, Oct. 27.~-1 staid at home — Gough and
Keene, and Mrs. S———'s () friend dined with us —
This day we begm to have @ fire —The weather is

bo(l) Seeond son of Hooke, the historian, & doctor of the Sor-
nne, — C

2) He means, T sy, th.themdthued:ﬂuentpm
wéd)utnmdn:dmm *
(3) Atthmperhdinhlbiudhytheking'lm~—c.

(-l) Mrs. Strickland, tbe ll of Mr. C-hgl,w'rmlg
g i:ms. %:e?w% imdme du’ Bmp—

— .
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very eold, and, I fear, has a bad effect upon my
, ‘which has grown much more free and easy in
‘this country.
* ¥ Saturday, Oct. 28.— 1 visited the Grand Char-
treux (/), built by 8t. Lonis — It is built for forty, but
ventainis only twenty-foyr, and will not maintain more
-The friar that spoke to us had a pretty apartment —
My, Baretti says four rooms; I remember but three —
‘His 'books seemed to be French — His garden was neat ;
fie gave me gripes—We saw the Place de Victoire,
with the statues of the king, and the captive nations.

“ We saw the palace and gardens of Luxembourg, but
‘the gallery was shut—We climbed to the top stairs —
1 dined with Colebrooke(?), who had much company—
Fcote, Sir George Rodney (*), Motteux, Udson, Taaf
— Called on the prior, and found him in bed.

¢ Hotel-—a guinea a day—Coach, three guiness a
week —Valet de place, three 1. a8 day — Avantooureur,
a guinea & week— Ordinary dinner, six L a head —Our
ordinary seems to be sbout five guineas a day—Our
extraordinary expenees, as diversions, gratuities, clothes,
.I cannot reckon — Our travelling is ten guiness & day—
White stoekings (4), 18 1.— Wig— Hat,

" 4 Sunday, Oct. 29.—We saw the boarding school—

(1) There was in France but one Grand Clartreus, the mo.
nastery near Grenoble, founded by St. Bruno, to the 18th
pr or of which St. Louis applied for an off-set of the order to he
esiablished in Paris, where he placed in his chiteau de
Foupert, which stood in the Rue ’Enfer. ’I'h:m Ie of
Paris believed that the chitean of Vauwert, gt‘:o is

had fixed the Carthusians there, was haunted, and thence the
street was called Rue d'Enfer. — C, .

(2) Sir George Colebrooke.— C.
- {8) The celebrated Admiral, afterwards Lord Rodney: he .
mruidﬁlgb'ahmgdonlccwntd'pomnitqmbmmm
:.-aﬁmum, reakin maf-theminln&_theMmthuc
"de tonmgoﬂandbimnix;n 8 thousand Jouis
‘arw, $0 emable him to return to take his part in the service of

S ey 19 s, Towo pir of whi
(0 Toa i 18 e, oo pae of whi k hockings wer
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The Enfans trouvés— A room with about eighty-six
clnldren in cradles. as sweet oo a parlour —They lose a
thind, take i to perhaps more than seven {years old];
put them to trades ; pin to them the papers sent Witk
them ~Want nurses ~— Saw their chapel.

“ Went 0 St. Evatatia (1) Jsaw an inumerable gozp-
pany of girls catechised, 10 many bodies, perhaps 00
to a catechist—Joys tanght at one ume, grls at su-
other —The sermon: the preacher wears a cap, which
he takes off at the name — his action aniform, net very
violent,

* Monday, Oct. 30, — We, saw the hbrary of St
German (2) — A vert 1 W (ollection — Coder Liivin-
orum Officiortem 11% )= o letter, square hike that of
the ¢ perthaps the same— The Cudez, by Fost

and ym— 3eurone, 12 v fol.— Smadie, 1
F %8 vol lol - Carnurscon sine colaphone, but of
1 0 other edittons (), one by e dugusten

de Civliite Dy without neme, date, or place, hut of
Fust’y pguare Jetter ss 1t seems, .

3 dined with Col. Drumgould ; hjd a plessing
efternoon.

¢ Some of the books of Bt Germain's stand in presses
{rom the wall, Iike those at Oxford.

“ Tuesday, Oct 81.—~1 hrved at the Benedictnes ;
meagr diy, smp muagr , herrings, eels, both with
sauce , fried fich, lin.uds, tasttless 1n themwIves-—1In
the hbrary, where I found Maffous's de Hutored

(1) The parish church of St. Eustache, — O,

53) ?t Germain des Prés, the too ;; Iebrated abbaye, « C.
3) 1 have lotked i mto e Buie, Muerman, Moitimpre,
and )m:lm o n e tv:) d:ix;'ms’of .

which I cannot make out. Imd“m% b w@"?‘fi

Muserm, where the cunou see
de mmdu:;aur mectbe be wan pleases
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Indied: Proamontorium fleters, tn double the Cape—1
parted very tenderly from the prior and Friar Wilkes.
* Maitre des Arts, 2 y.— Boee. Theal. 8 y, —
Lijotmtiate, 2 y.—Dooter Th. £ y. m sll 9 years —
Far the Doctorate three dispmtations, Magor, Minor,
Sorbortica - Several collegrs supprevaed, and transierred
w0 thst which was the Jesuit's Coflege.
¥ Wadnesday, Nov. 1.——We Jeft Parig— St. Detus,
a8 large town : the church not very large, but the middle
aidle is very lofty and awful Ou the liit are chapels
built beyond the hne of the wall, which destioyed the
symmetry of the sides  The organ 18 hipher above the
pavement than [ have ever seen. The gates are of
brass. On the middle gate 18 the lustory of our Lord.
The painted windows are historical, and smd to be
eminently —We were at another church he-
longing éoya comvent, of which the portal is a dome:
we could not enter further, and 1t was «linost dark.
 Thureday, Nov. 2. - We came tlus day to Chan-
y, & sezt belonging to the Prince of Condé. This
18 emmnently begutified by all vaneties of watets
starting up in fountains, falling 1 cascades, running m
stresms, and spread in lakes. The water seems to be
too near the honse. All this water 18 brought from a
source or viver three leagues off, by an artificial canal,
which for one league 15 carrted under ground -~ The
heuwe is m t——The cabinet sgems well stocked ;
what I was, the jmed,q&‘ ;ﬂ l:!hppopoumus, and
a 'young hippopotamus preserved, which, however, is so
small, that?odoubt ity reality — It seems too hairy for
sa abovtien, m; ;oo smdlfor:ﬁmwhrﬂtu—Nothmg
n spirits ; all was dry — The dog;
;?’ ; the ant-bear with long snout— The toucan,
browd benk ~~- Tho stables wéve of yery great length
) Hertne) iad mo reents —- Theve was & moskery
of;cellings — The robhagerie had few enimals (1)
s o bad thit the names of
0 ot ouabl ot e gt it ek el o4

~
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Two faussans (1), or Brazilian weasels, wpotted, very
wild — There is a fovest, and, 1 think, upurk—.-lwﬂked
till T was very weary, and next morning felt my fecs
battered, and with pains in the toes.

“ Fnday, Nov. 8.— We come to
large town, wath 2 royd pelacesbuilt round o pamgoml
court — The court is raised upon vaults, and has, I sup-
pose, an entry on one ade by a gentle rise — Talk of
painting— The church is not very large, but very elegant
and splendid—-l had st first great difficulty to walk,
hut motion grew continually easier — At night we came
to Noyon, an episcopal ity o~ The cathedral is very
besutitul, the pillars alv rately Gothic and Coripthian
— We entered & very noble parochial church — Noyon
12 walled, atid is said to be three miles round.

« Saturday, Nov. 4. — We roce very cerly, and came
t]:mgh St. Quintin to Cambiay, not long after three —

‘mt to an Enghsh nunnery, to give a letter to

Weleb the confessor, who came to visit us 1n

" day, Nov. 5.— We saw the catbedral — It m
"besutiful, with chapels on each side. The choir
npluﬂhd The balustrade in ane pyrt brase.  The Neff
very high and grand. The gltar silver as far as it 18
seen, The vestments very splendsd — At the Benc-
dictines’ churgh ———

qmmuneemnnmﬁu‘lhm than 1 pussess. Dr. B)
with his ususl politeness, most m?ly examiued _the MS,
‘To that eman, sud to Dr. Gra, ihe Pritish Museum,

showed b waS
Mﬁemlaﬂ;‘wwuunumo. % Ay
however, upon b ”&whnmm'l u syim of Quate

. <2
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"Here his Journal (1) ends abruptly. Whether he
wrote any more after this time, 1 know not; bLut
probably not much, as he arrived in England about
the 12th of November. Thesc short notes of his
tour, though they may, seem minute taken singly,
make together a considerable mags of information,
and exhibit such an srdour of inquiry and acuteness
of exawiuation, as, I believe, are found in but few
travellers, especially at an advanced age. They
completely refute the idle notion which has been
propagated, Sat he comld not see (?) ; and, if be had
taken the trouble to revise and digest them, he un-
doubtedly could have expanded them into a very

entertaining narrative. (*)

. (;?‘My worthy and mgemous friend, Mr. Andrew Lursden,
by his aceurate scquaintance with France, ensbled me to mahe
outl many proper names winch Dr Johnson had wnitten ane
dihneﬂy. ang sometimes spelt erroneously.

(2) Miss Reynolds, who knew lm longer, and ratwr him
more vonstantly than Mr. Baswell, says, « Dr. Johnson's sight
was 50 vory dg&uw, that he could scarcely distinguish the face
of hus most :ntimate acguaintant e at half a yard, and in general
g:ummmn e LY u:ln 15 crm‘ul rg;_n:;l:u Mgmt. ;uu

res, very closs 1vwpection o y from
M,mdrrﬂyﬁ‘mnad«umofexaﬂ adonrytion of his
mkuttyb which he was not a httle :ﬁbmu."-.ﬂad-
8.

8) % Mr Thralo loved prospests, and was mortified thit his
#ri conld net njoi the sght of those different dispontions
of wood and whter, hill asid valley, that travelliog thromgh
Fofghwnd ¢ affords & man,  But when be wished 10
mh ot 40 s comparudn, * Never heed such ponsenue,”
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When I mot $him in London the following year,
the account which he gave me of-his French tour,
was, “ Sir, I have seen all the visibilities of 1 ariy,
and around it: but to have formed an acquaintance
with the people there would have reguired more
time than I could stay. I was just beginning to
creep into acquaintance by means of Colonel Drum-
gould, a very high man, Sir, head of L'Erole
AMhlitaire, a most complete character, for ho had
first been a professor of rhetoric, and then breame
a soldier. And, 8iv | was very kindly treated by
the-E@pglish Benedictines, and have a cell appro-

me in their convent.”
bserved, ¢ The pgreat in France live very
magwificently, but the rest very miserably, Fhere
i%ﬂ middle state as in England. The shops
o is are megn; the meat in the markets, is
sicdh as would be sent to a gaol in England ; and

-

many and dangerons innovations, which might at beeome
tnudyto 1el wselfl, and sh ke even the of Chris.
tintuty. tiyhan scuned to wonder and delight in dus
mnmimm was all in Latin, whith buth spoke
Mo ik " soueh andom, Soquence, sas. mgemity

1 ) '-‘gg'm‘
the abbé rose from hi weat and embroved him. yhu}:bud.
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Mn Thrale justly observed, that thc coohery of the
French was forced upon them by necessity; for
they could not eat their meat, unless they added
some taste to it. The French are an mdehcate
people; they will epit upon any place. At Madame
[Du Bocage's,] # literary lady of rank, the fo tman
took the sugar in his fingers, and thrw it into my
coffee. T was going to put 1t aside, but hearing it
was made on purpose for me, I €'en tasted Tom's
! The same lady would needs make tea
@& TAnglotse. The spout of the teapot did not
pour freely ; she bade the footman blow into it. (1)
France is worse than Scotland n every thing but
climate, Nature has done more for the Irench:
but "they have done less for themsclves than the
Scotch have done. (%)

g) Miss Reynoldss « Recollections™ preserve this story as
told her by Babwt, who was of the party "—« Going one day
to drink tea with Madame du Bocage, she h;pgened to produce
an old china teapot, which Mrs 8trichlund, who made the tes,
could not make pour ¢ Souffl ~, soufllez, madunu, dedans,’ cried

du Bocage, ‘1 w reitif smmédialement, evsayex, je
wvous #h prie,”  The servant then thinking shat Mes, Stmickland
dwl not understand whit his Jady saud, tooh up the teapot to
and Mrs. Strickland had quite = struggle to prevent
ng mto the spout  Madame lu Bocage all this while
bag, not the Jeast idea of ite beng wy mproprcty, snd won-
dered at Mre. Strckland’s stupidity,” She came over to the
Infgor, caught up the teapot, and blew into the spout with all
ber amght ; then finding it puur, she held 1t up m t1umph, and

find
lamed, ¢ ¥k, vold, f avé Phomneur dp
B e ek e s onien df&%m,ﬂ'mﬁ

-4

i

wugar.
e Strickland to vse b
T ity & T T e 0
e wwm " ';; o
wWrstten hs
Ry
H S t!
1 hemd continced that
e T T 5 ok g e AT
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It'happened that Foote v at Paris at the same -
time with Dr. Johnson; av. *'s deseription of my -

friond while there was abuudantly ludicrous. He

told me, that the French were quite ‘astomished at

his figure and manner, andy at his dress, which he
obstinately continued exactly as in London (!);-—
his brown clothes, black stockings, and plain shirt.
He mentioncd, that an Irish gentleman said to John-
son, “ 8ir, you have not seen the best Freach
players.” Jomnsox. « Players, Sir! I'look on them
a3 no better than 1 «tures sot upon tables and joint

stonls, to muke taces und produce wughter, Jdike
_dancing dogs,” © T, Sir. you will allow that somé

players are beiter than others?”  Jouxsow.  Yes,
* Sir, a8 some dog~ dance betler than others.” (2) -

- {1) Fente secms to have embellished 8 little in saying ‘ﬂm.
Johnron did not alter bis dress at Paris; as in his journal g a’

memorandurm about white stockings, wig, anddat. ~ In another
e we are wlid that #durug his truvels in France he was
tutnished with & Fronch-made wig ot handsomue construction.”
~~ Buakewav.— By a now m Jobnson's diary (Hawkins's
4 Lade,” p. 517. ) it appears, thet he had laid out'thirty pounds
in ¢lothes for-his Freach journey.- M. . - ‘

2) Joansox. *Tne Fra™' wir, are a vory silly people.
'n(w:)* have no commun § fe, Nothing but the two ends, beg-
gary and nohdity,  Bir, they are made ap in every thihg of two
extremes.  "They have no conmmon sense, they have no e&mm
manners, no_ common learning — gross ignotance, or, telles
Lettres,” A Lapy [slvs Thr'xe}. “Indecd, éven in their Gress
-~ their frippery finery, and their beggarly coarse, T
had, I thought, ho politeness ; their civilities néver mdicated
more .good will than ‘the talk of a parrot,-

usiug the same set of superlative plirases; ‘3"l suérveilled’ t

£
i
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’

While Johoson was in France, he was generally
very resolute in speaking Latin, It was a maxim
with him that a man should not let himself down by
speaking a language which he speaks imperfectly.
Indeed, we must have often ahserved how inferior,
how much like & child & man appears, who speaks a
broken tongue. When Sir Jushua Hevnolds, at one
of the dinpers of the royal arademy, prosented him
to a Frenchman of great distinction, he would not
t‘ieig'n to speak French, but talked Latin, though bis
excellency did not understand it, uwing, perhaps, to
Johnson’s Buglish pronunciation: yet upon another
occasion he was observed to speak French to a
Frenchman of high rank, who spoke English; and
being asked the reason, with some expression of sur-
prise, he asswered, « because I think my French isas
gpod as his English.” Though Johnson understood
French perfostly, he could not speak it readily, as I

. 1 ly Latn, amd I couild not he h

250a, Thore w ntygood o 1t1ing Ehe Fronch hvs.a mepermomty
:v’szu you speak. —On Mv. Barett: of the

that Johnson gave of the stupidity of the French in the
management of therr horse-racey, — that all the Jockeys ware the
sathe coloair coat, &e., he said that was ¢ like Johnson's remarks
—~Hrcould not see.’~But 1t was pbserved that he could m‘gm
...'{ln,’.ndltm the answers he received that he was misled,
o0 beconaf roen; what tha AT preces which wes tries
i, thet, the grocsis were il diffbrent groeu, ;

.

3
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have observed at his first interview with General
Paoli, in 17693 yet he wrote it, I imagine, pretty
well, as appears from some of his letters im Mrs.
Piozzi’s collection, of which I shall transcribe one:

Lerrxn 926, A 'M]A)DAME LA COMTESSE

E o——
« May 16. 1771

% Oud, mademe, le moment est arrivs, et il fant que
je puste. Mais pourgunoi faut-il partir #  Est-ce que je
m'ennuye P Je mennuyerai aleurs.  Est.ce que je
cherche ou quelgue plaisir, ou'juelyne soulagement ? Je*
ne cherche rien, je nowpere rien. Aller voir ee que

j% (), étre un peu rejoui, un peu degouté, me gessou-

la vie se passe, vt qu'elle se passe en vain, me

de moi, m'endurcir aux dehiors ; volci Je tout

degie qu'on compte pour les delices de l'annee. Que

im vous donne, madame, tous les agrémens de la vie,
 un esprit qui peut en jogir sans 8'y livrer trop.”

Here let me not forget a curious andedote, as re-
lated to me by Mr. Beauclerk, which 1 shall en-
deavour to exhibit aswell as Ican in that gentleman’s
lively manner; and in jostiee to him it is proper to
add, that Dr. Jolmson toid me I might rely both on
the correotness of his memory, and the fidelity of
his narrative. “When Madame de BoufHlera (1) was
first in England,” raid Beauclerk, « she was desirous'
* to see Johnson. I accordingly went with her &o his
. chambers in the Temple, whire she was entertained
with his conversation for some timgs When our
visit was over, she ad¥ [ left him, and were got iuto
o Bln, st w et s e b e ¢ e o B e

and 10 '} at.charayter ¢ t?t 10 be ai A, loniane,
and fo ¢ ‘}zhnd;wh whe did i 1569, & “
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Inner Temple Lane, when all at once I heard a voice
like thunder. This was octasined by Johnson,
who, it seems, npon a little reflection, had taken it
into his head that b guglit to have done the honours
of his literary residenge to a foreign lady of quality,
and, eager to show himself a man of gallantry, was
hurrying down the staircase in violent agitation.
He overtook us before we reached the Temple-gate,
and, brushing in between me and Madame de Bouf-
flers, seized her hand, and eondueted her to her coach.
*His dress was & rusty brown morning suit, a pair of
old shoes by way of slippers, a httle shrivelled wig
sticking om the top of his head, and the sleeves of
his shirt apd the knees of his breeches hanging loosc.
A considerable crowd of penple gathered ronnd,'and
were not a little struck by this singular appearance.”
. He spoke Latin witls wonderful fluency and ele-
gance. Whken Pére Boscovich (1) was in England,
Jobnson dined in company with him at 8ir Joshua
Reynolds's, and at Dr. Douglas's, now Bishop of
Salisbury. Upon both occasions that celebraied
foreigner expressed his astonishment at Johnson's
Latin conversation. (?) When at Paris, Johnson

1) See antd, Vol. 111, p.140. Boscovich wan s born
o g U o et s o
0 m W

cléctnd 1t the Royal Society.  Ee died i 1787, Cr
£2) Bobodvich had & véady current fiow of that ﬁnmty?huo-
with w}nu priest ¢l through Ital and
%uy. - nu::’ m he cailed collo%’uu b':'rhtr-
i praon o P i i

(]
One pasrience, . Obninnmn Fontepelle
)7

opposed tie ﬁd""-“ﬁ phlosophy, snd embraced
e s v i iy s el
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thus characterised Voltaire to Freron the journalist :
“ Vir est averrimi ingenii et pawcarum Weerarum.”

Lxrren 221, TO DR. JOHNSON,

“ Edinburgh, Deo. 5. 1775.

*“ My »ean 8in,-— Mr. Alexander Maclean, the
young laird of C'ol, being to set out to-morrow for
London, 1 give him this Jetler to introduce him to your
arquaintance. The Jndness which you and I experi-
enced from his brother, whose unfortunate dcath we
gimecrely lament, will make us zlways desrous to show
#ttention to any branch of the famly, Indeed, you

" have 8o much of the truec Highland cordiahty, that I
ém surc you would have thought me to blame if 1 had
neglected to recommend to you this Hebridean prince, in
whose island we were hospitably entertained. I ever
am, with respectful attachment, iy dear 8ir, your most

.obliged and most humble seryant,

“ James Boswene.”

Mr, Maclean returned with the most agreeable ac-
counts of the polite attention with which he was re-
ceived by Dr. Johnson.

In the course of the yens Dr. Burncy informs me
that * he very frequently met Dr. Jokmeon at Mr.
Thrale's, at Streatham, where they had many long
conversations, often sitting up as long as the fire and
candles lasted, and much longer than the patienge of
the servants subsisted,” A few of Johnson’s sayings,
which that gentlemen revollests, shall here be in-
serted.

% I never take a uap after dinner bust when I have
Ead 2 bed night, and then the nags sales me.”
“ iy writer of an epitaph bowdd not be vensiderod
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as saying nothing but what is strietly traes  Allowamce
must be made for some degree of exaggerated praise, In
lapidary inseriptions a man is not upon oath.”

“ There is now less flogging in our great schools than
formerly, but thén less is learned there; ¢o that what
the boys get at vne end they lose at the other.”

¢ More is learned in public than 1b private schools,
from emulation ; there ig the colliston of mind with
mind, or the radiation of many minds pomnting to one
centre, Though few boys make therr own exercises,
yet 1f a good exercise is given up, out of a great number

« of boys, it is made by somebody.”

“¢ | hate by-roads in education. Education 1s as well
known, and bas long been as well known as ever it can
be. Endeavouring to make children prematurely wise
is useless labour, Suppose they have more knowledge
at five or gix years old than other children, what use
can be made of it? It will be lost before 1t i» wanted,
and the waste of so much time and labour of the teacher.

«can nevey be d, Too much is expected from pre-
cacity, and %o little performed. Mijss—— () was an
instance of carly cultivation, but in what did it termin.
ate? In matrying a little presbyterian parson, who
keeps an infant boarding-school, so that all her employ-
joent pow is,

4 To suckle fools, and chrouicle small beers

8he tells the children, ¢ This is a cat, and that is & dog,
with four legs, and a tail; eee there! you are much
hetter than s cat or & dog, for you ean speak.” If I had
bestowed such an educstion on @ daughter, and had dis-
oovered that she thought of marrying such a fellow, I
wonld havé sent her to the Congrees.” *

“ Afier having talked slightingly ¢f music, be was

e Bt SRR e
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observed to listen very attentively while Miss Thrale
played on the harpsichord ; and with eagerness he called
to ber, ¢ Why don’t you dash away like Burney? ' Dr.
Bumgy upon this said to him, ¢ 1 believe, Sir, we shall
maké & musician of you at last.' Johnson with candid

icy replied, * Sir, 1 shall be glad to have a new
seriee glven to me.”

# Ie had come down one morning to the breakfast-
zoom, and been a considerable time by himself before
any body appeared. 'When on & subsequent day he was
twitted by Mre. Thrale for beng very late, which he
generally was, he defended himself by alluding to the
extraordinary morning when he had been oo early.
* Madam, 1 do not like to come down to vacuity.’”

 Dr. Burney baving remarked that Mr, Gatrick was
beginuing to look old, be said, < Why, Sir, you are not
to wonde:r at that ; no man’s face has hed more wear
aud tear.’”

Lerren 298, TO MRS. MONTAGU. (1)

“DeR 15. 1775,

“ Matawn, — Iaving, after my return from a littie
rainhle to Prance, passed some time in the country, I
tid vot hear, 4ll T was told by Miss Reynolds, that you
were in town ; and whoy ! did hear it, I heard likowise
that you were ill. T have you detained among us by
sickness is to enjoy your presence at too desr u rate. I
suffer myself to be flattered with hope that ony half the
intelligenco is now true, and that you are now so well
a8 to be able 1o leave ua, 8l 50 kind as not to be willing.
1 s, Madam, your most humble servant,

.  Sam, Jouwsor.”

‘ (lwt: Montagu's vecent Kindnes to Miss Williams was
Sabormtu oapacihel, and s cpeaquehs idmion o b so0b
#1196 shall seo, & Bigh soms of Pavagyrior n £

»

’ -
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!;mngm. TO MRS, MONTAGU.

# Dee. 17. 1775.

« Mapau, - All that the esteem and reverence of
mankind can give you has heen long 1n your possession,
and the little that I can add to the voice of nations will
niot much exalt ; of that %itde, however, you are, 1 hope,
very certain. — I wonder, Mudam, if you remember
Col in the Hebrides? ‘I'he brother and hewr of poor (ol
bas just been to visit me, and I have engaged to dine
with him on Thursday. I do not know his lodging,
and cannot send him a message, and must therefoie sus-

«peud the, honour whiclh you are pleased to offer to,
Madam, your most humble servant,  Sam. Joanson.”

Lrrrea 230 TO MRS. MONTAGU.
¢ Thureday, Dee. 21, 17775,

¢ MavAM, — I know not when any leiter has given
me so much plessure or vexation as that which 1 had
yesterday the hononr of receiving. ‘That you, Madam,
should wish for nxy company is surely a sufficient rcasen
for being plessed ; ~ that 1 should delay twice, what |
had so little right to expect even once, has w0 bad an
appearance, that 1 can only hope to have it thought
that } sm ashamed, — Yon have kindly allowed me to
nawe a day, Wil you be pleased, Madam, to accept of
me any day sfter Toesdsy? Till I sm favoured with
your amswer, or despair of s0 much condescension, 1
shall suffer o engagement to fasten itself upon me. —
1 am, Madam; yeur most obliged and most humble
servant, “ 8am, Jouyson."

» Not having heard from him for & longer time than
1 supposed lie would be silent, I wrote to him Dec.
184 not in good spirits :

* Bometimes I have Been afraid that the cold which
has gone over Buropie this yesr Lke 2 sort of pustile.ce
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bas seized yon sevesely ¢ sametimes my imagination,
which is upon occasions prolific of evil, hath figired
that yon may have somehow taken offence st some part
of my conduct.”

Lrrme 231, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
« Deo. 25. 1775.

“ Dpan Sin, — Never dream of eny offonce. How
should you offend me? 1 consider your friendship as
a possersion, which 1 intend to hold till you tale it
fromn me, and to lament if ever by my fault I should
loce it. However, when cach suspicions find their way
into your mind, always give them vent; T shall male
huste to duiperse them ; but hinder their first ingress if
you can, Consider such thoughts as morbid.

*¢ Such illness a® may excuse my omission to Lond
Hailes I cannt houestly plead. I have been hindered,
1 know not how, by a succession of petty obstructions.
1 hope to tnend immediately, and to send next post to,
his lordship. Mr. Thrale would have writtzn to you if
I had omutted ; he senils his comipliments, and wishes
t) see you.

* You and your lady will now have no more wrang.
ling about feudal inhcritance. How does the young
Latrd of Auchinleck * I suppose Mise Veronica is grown
a reader and discourser. I have just now got a dough,
but it has never yet hindered rme from sloeping ; I have
had quicter nights than are common with me. I cannot
but rejoice that Joscph (1) has had the wit to find the
way back. He is a fine fellow, and one of the best
wavellers in the world.

¢ Young Col brought me your letter. Feis a very

1) Joseph Tlitter, s Bohémian, who was service man
yﬂﬂm&'ﬁn)‘mﬂu me S:’ggrwg';n':
Hebrides, After baving Jel me for seme time, lie bad now
returted fo me.
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Ighi:ingymnh Itooklum two days ago to the Mitre,
aid we dined together, I wasas civil as 1 had the means
Gf being. 1have had a letter from Rasay, acknowledg-
ing, with great appearance of satisfaction, the insertion
in the Edinburgh mper. 1 s.m very glad that it was

done,
“« My eomphmenta l.o Mrs. Boswell, who does not

Jove me ; and of all the rest, I neod only send them to
those that do; and 1 am afraid it will give you very
littde trouble-to distribute them..— I am, my dear, dear
Sir, &e. « Saw. Jomnson.”

Lepren 232, TO MR. GRANGER. (1)

N (About 1775, but has no date.)
<« 8in, — When [ returned from the country I found
your letter ; and would very gladly have done what you
desire, had it heen in my power. Mr, Farmer ig, I am
conﬁdem, mistaken in supposing that he gave me any
such punphlet or cut. 1.should as soon have suspected
Snyself, as ‘Mr, Farmet, of forgetfulness ; but that 1 do
not know, €acept from your letter, the name of Arthur
¥ Teole ($), nor recollect that T ever heard of it before,
. thigk it mpossible that 1 should have suffered such &
‘total obliteration from nyy mind of any thing which was
ever there. This at least is certain ; that I do mnot
hwwof .any such pamphlet ; and equal.ly certain 1 de-
gire you to think it, that if 1 had it, you should imme-

dlmly reoeive it from, Sir, your most humble servant,
“ Bam. Jonzasox.”

.'

‘ m Amsmfmu cdemd‘Eug]and
e, ,hMM&w«Wub Jm

sad dﬂ"fmlcwmﬁ £




CHAPTER JL

1776,

Law of Fatav.— Boswell's Mleluncholy.— John Wesley.

— Clarendon Press — Bookneilirs' Profils —- Bolt
Court. — Mre. Thraiv's Burth-day —— Entails, —
Smuth's  Wealth of N\ ttums.” -~ Lawyers and J.aw.
swits,— Scobch Muin bl — dbhgation en settlng
Lstales. — ¢ Johnsonana - Value of Truth. —
Manuastric Orders, — Carthuviang, — Relgrous Aue-
feritter — Wrne bibbing. — Fasting, — Influence of
Eduocation. — Arithmotic — Sea Life.

1% 1776, Johuson wrote, so far as I can discover, ¢
uothiug for the public : but that his mind was still
a-dent, and fruught with gcnerous wishes to attain to
stil' higher dogrees of literary exeellence, is proved
by his private notes ot this yeur, which 1 shall insert
mn thewr proper plare

Lerrrs 239, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
4 Jan, 10. 1776.
“ Dpan Sw, —1'have at last sent you all Lord
Huiles's papess. While 1 fwas in France, { looked very
often into Hensult; but Lord Hailes, in my opinion,
leaves him far and far beh ind. Why I did not despatch
0 ahiort 2 perusal soonsr, when lookhok 1 am utterly
unable to discover ; butlmmmommﬁmmﬂmnmy
bva wimq ents which Jeave no trace
hll M,dmmghthpwboh
vo...w {n

1
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Christmas, with the general disorder, of which the worst
was 8 cough, which {s now much mitigsted,
though the country, on which I look from a window at
Wmﬂl' -m; is mv;‘co’m'ed z:lh}:bem I:::‘L Mrs.
iame is 1 every is as

* Amy :l?ptpml found a letter to yon, which I
think you not opened ; and a paper (') for < The
Chromcle,' which I suppose it not necessary now to insert.
1 return them both. I have, within these few days,
had the henour of receiving Lord Haules's first volume,
for which ¥ return iy most respectful thanks,

“ I wish you, my dearest friend, and your hanghty
lady, (for I know she docs not love me,) sud the young
ladies, and the young laird, all happmess. Teach the
young geutleman, in spite of his mamima, to thiok and
spesk well of, Bir, your affectinnate humble setvant,

. « Bam. Jomneon.”

At this time was 1p agitation a matter of great

Jronsequence to me and wy famly, whieh I should
not obtrud upon the world, were it not that the part
which Dr. Johnson's friendship for me made him
take in it was the occasion of an exertion of his abi-
lities, which 1t would be injustice to conceal. That
what he wrote upon the subject may he understood,
1t is necessary to give a state of the question, which
1 shall do as briefly as T can,

{n the year 1504, the barony,or manor of Auch-
inleck (pronounced 4fléck) in Ayrshire, which be-
longed to a family of the same name with the lands,
shaving fallen 1o the crown by forfeiture, James the
Fourth, King of Sootland, pranted it t0 Thomas

+§1) No denbt an sdvextiserent of apology to Bapdy. -Cs
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Boswell, & branch of en ancient family in the county
of Fife, styling him in the charter, “ dilecto fumiliars
wostro ;" and assigning as the cause of the grant,
« pro bono el fideli servitio nobis prestito.” Thomas
Boswell was slain it battle, fighting along with lus
sovereign, at the fatal field of Flodden, in 1513.

From this very honourable founder of our family,
the estate was transmitted, in a direct series of heirs-
male, to David Boswell, my father's great-grand-
uncle, who had no sons, but four daughters, who
were all respectably wmarried, the eldest to Lord *
Cathcart.

David Boswell, beiug rsolute in the military feudal
principle of continuing the malc succession, passed by
his danghtcrs, and settlcd the cstate on his nephew
by hi¢ next brother, who approved of the deed, and
renounced any pretensions wluch he might possmly
have, mn preference to his son.  But the e-jate having’
becn burthened with large portions to the, doughters,
and other debts, it was negessary for the nephew to
«ell 4 comsiderable part of 1t, and what runsained was
silll much encambered. .

The frugahity of the nephew preserved, and, m
some degree, relieved the estate. His son, my grand-
father, an eminent lawyer, not only re-purchased a
great part of what had beon sold, but asquired other
lunds ; and my father, who was one of the judges of
now signified his inclination to hke the privilege
allowed by our law (1), to secure it mhnfumlyw

(l) Acts of Parhunent of Seotland, ms. cnp. 92,
nQ .
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perpetuity by an entail, which, on account of hus
marriage articles, cogld not be done without my
consent.

In the plan of entailing the estate, I heartily con-
curred with him, though I was the.first to be restrained
py it; but we unhappily differed as to the series of
%heirs which should be established, or, in the language
of our law, called to the sucoession. My father had
declared a predilection for heirs-general,thatis, males
and females indiscriminately. He was willing, bow-
ever, that all males descending from his grandfather
should be preferred to females ; but would not extend
that privilege to males deriving their descent from a
higher source. I, on the other hand, had a zealous
partiality for heirs-male, however remote, which 1
maintained by arguments, which appeared to me to
bave considerable weight. (') And in the partioular

L4
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case of our family, I apprehended that we were under
an implied obligution, in honour and good faith, to
wansmit the estase by the same tenure which he held
it, which was as heifb-male, excluding nearer females.
I therefore, as I thdught conscéentiously, objected to
my father's scheme.

My opposition was very displeasing to my father,
who was entitled to great respect and deforence ; and
1 hadl resson to apprehend disagreeable consequences
from my non-complisnce with his wishes. Afder,
much perplexity avd uneasiness, I wrote to Dy, Joba-
son, stating the case, with all its difficulties, at full
length, and earnestly requesting that he would con-
sider it at leisure, and favour me with his friendly
opinion and advice.

»

Lyrrzs 234. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
« London, Jan. 15. 1776.

“ Dwan Sim, -1 was much impruea by your
letter, snd if I can form upon your any resolution
satisfactory to myself, will very impert it: but
whether 1 am equal o it [ do not know. Itisa case
compounded of law and justice, and requires a mind
vepuial in jJuridical disquigitions. Could nat you tel

forable to & son's , in the succession t0 an snclens
inheritance ; 10 M&ou«wmmmt
mdmufmmm.m not to that of one of b
devcerlanty. 1 fm of Blacketone's demen.
maf“ﬁb d'dnm o m
B f ho peraon S proitistor of t datite tu of tha
blood of she s o
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whele mind t0 Lord Hailes? He is, you know,
agachﬁmm and & Jawyer. I muppoee he is above
paxtiality, and sbove loquacity ; and, I believe, he wmill
not think the time lost in which he may quiet a dis-
tarbed, or cettle a wavering mind. Wtrite to me as
any thing occurs to yoli ; and 1f I find myself stopped
by went of facts necessary to be known, I will make
mgquiries of you as my arise.

“ If your former resolutions should be found only
fancitul, yon decide rightly in judgrug that your father s
€ancies may claim the prefererce ; bist whether thev aze
fenaful or rafional is the question. I weally think
Lord Hailes conld help us.

“ Make my compliments to dear Mra. Boswell ; and
tell her, that I hope to be wanting ih nothing that I can
contribute to bring you all out of your troubles. 1 am,
dear Sir, most affectionately, Sam. Jornson.’

*

Lerren 235. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ

. « Feb. 8. 1776.

** Dran 81, — I am going to write upon a question
which requires mgre knowledge of local law, and more
acquaintance with the general rules of inheritance, than
¥ can claim ; but I write, becsuse you roguest it.

‘ Land is, like any other possession, by natural
right wholly in the power of its present owner; and
iy be sold, given, or bequeathed, absolutely or con.
datipially, as Judgment shall diveet or passion incite,

* But natural right would avail little without the'

j
i
£

Y
]
;5,
g
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“ Of the estate which we are now tonsidering, your
father still retsjng such posgession, with such power over
&, that be can sell it, snd do with the mioney what he
will, without amy Jegal impediment. But 'when he ex-
tends his power beyond bis own life, by settling the
ordee of successiol, the law wakes your comsent ne-

ceasary.

* Let us suppose that he selle the land to risk the
money in some ions adventure, and in that adven.
ture the whole ; his posterity would be disap-

; but they could not think themselves injured
If he spent it upon vice or pleasure, his
! rs could onfy call hiin virious and voluptuous |
%muld not say that he was wjurions or unjust.
He that may do more may do less, He that by
g or squandering may disinherit a whole family,
Ry certainly disinherit part by a partial settlement.
' Laws are formed by the manners and exigencies of’
i times, and it is but accidental that they last
m their causes ~ the limitetion of feudal suc-
cesnion to the male arose from the obligation of tfe
tenant to attend his chief in war.

“ As timee and opinions are slways changing, I know
not whlthebt it be mot nsurpation to prescribe rules to
posterity, by presuming tp judge of what we cannot
know ; and I know not whether I fully approve either
your design or your father's, tp limit that succession
which descended o yon unlimited. If we are to leave
surtum tectum to posterity, what we have withont any
mherit of our own recetved from our ancestors, should
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daughtten? Theve seemitte be & very shadowy difference
beswodnt the yewet of loaving land, sud of lesving m
10 be ridsed frem land ; between leaving mmmm

steorard.

¢ Buppose at one tne 4 law that allowed only males

mt, and during the contmuance of this Iaw, many

have descended, prsmng by the females, to re-
moter'beire.  Suppose afterwards the law repealed in
eorrespondence with a chauge of manmers, and women
made capable of inheritance ; would not then the tenure
of estates be changedd ?  Couldt the women have no bene-
it from s law made ip their favour® Must they be
pasted by upon moral principles for ever, because they
were once excluded by a legal prohibition? Or may
that which passed only to males by one law, pass likewise
to femules by another P

** Yon méntion your resslution to masintxin the right
of your brothers (1) : T do not sce how uny of their rights
sy invaded.

“ As youye hole difficulty arives from the sct of your
anoestor, whd diverted the succession from the females,
you thgudre, very properly, what were his motives, and
whit wae his intention : for you certainly are not bound
by his act viiore than he ntended to bind you, nor hold
yout Jand on hasdéror stricter terms thas thase on whish
it wes grazbold. .

** Intentious mtust be gathered from acti. 'When he
Teft the estate 45 Ivis nephew, by excluding his danghiers,
was it, or was it not in his power to have perpetusted
the suocemibn to the males P If he could have done it,
hie seemts to hpvie shown, by omitting it, that be did not
wﬁ,\\oh #pd, upon yotur owa principles, you

frot easily ﬂghthdewo{':u capineity
of spopession have

L]
" (45 W S wppl 10 3 e b rmaie,
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“ If your gnoestor had not the power of making
perpetual settlement ; and if, therefore, we eatinot judge
distinctly of hua intentions, yet his act can only be con-
wdered a5 an example ; it makes not an obligation, And,
&8 you observe, he set no example of rigorous adherence
to the line of succension. He that overlooked a brother,
would not wonder that little regard is shown to yemote
relations.

““ As the rules of auccession are, in & great part, purely
legal, no man can be supposed to bequeath anything, but
upon legal texme ; he can grant no power which the
law denies ; and if he makos po rpemal and definite |
fﬁmmmn’ he oconfers ull the power which the law

ows,

“ Your ancestar, for seme resson, disinherited hiw
dagghters ; but it no more follows thet he intended thie
act s @ rule for posterity, than the dimnheriting of bis
brother. If, therefore, you ask by what right za:
father admits daughters to inheritance, ask yoursalf, first,
by what right you require them to be excluded P I,
appears, upon reflection, that your father emcludes no.
body ; be only admits nearer feraales to inhexit before
males more remote$ and the exclusion is purely oop-

sequential,

 These, dear Sir, ave miv thoughts, immethodical and
delibcrative ; but, perhaps, you may find in them some
ghmering of evidence, I cannot, however, but sgain
recamnmend to you & confereree with Lord Hailes,
you kuow to be both a lawyer and & Christian, Make
my compliments t0 Mrs. Boswell, though she does not

love me. I am, Bir, your servint,
'  Bax. Jomnwon.”
1 bad followed s recommendation and consulted

Lord Hailes, who this wuljject had & firm opi-
miot contrary to l&?:u% obligingly teck
the tronble mmualofw.iu ‘hodiscussed,
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with legal and historical learning, the points in which
Y saw much difficulty, maintaimng that ¢ the shes
cossion of heirs-general was the succession, by the
law of Scotland, from the throne to the cottugs, as
far 8s we can learn if by record ;" observing that the
estate of our family had not been limited to heirs-
male; and that though an hen-male had in one m-
stance been chosen 1 preferench to nearer fomales,
that had been an arbitrary act, whiek had scemed to
be best in the embarrosscd state of affawrs at that
tinte : and the fact was, that npon a fair computation
of the value of land and money at the time, apphed
to the pstate and the burthens upon it, there was
nothing given the heirs-male but the skeletun of an
estate,  * The plea of conscience,” said hus lordship,
¢ which you put, is a most respectable one, especially
when conscience and self are on different sides, But
* I think thyt conseience is not well informed, and that
wsif and ghe ought on this occasioft to be of a side.”
This letter, whieh had considetwble influence upon
my mind, I sent to Dr. Johuson, begging to hear
from him again upon this interosting question.

Laermes296. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
. “ Feb, 9, 1776,
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** Further consideration another conclusion :
* He who receives a fief unlimited by his ancestors gives
bhis heirs some resson to complain if he does not trans-
mit it unlimited to posterity, For why should he
make the state of others worse than his swn, without s
reason?’ If this be true, though neither you ner your
father are about to do what is quite right, but as your
father violates (I think) the legal succession least, he
teams to be nearer the right than A

“ It caunot but occur that ¢ Women have natural
and equitable claims a8 well a5 men, and these claims
are not to be capriciously or lightly superseded or in-
fringed. 'When flets snplied military service, it is
eanly discerned why females could not inberit them:
but that reason is now at an end. As mauners make
lawe, manners likewise repeal them.

“ These are the genersl conclusions which I have
atteined, None of them are very favourable to your
scheme of entail, nor perhaps to any scheme. My
ohacrvation, that only he who acquires an eatate may
bequeath it caprigiously('), if it contains ang convietion,
includes this position likewise, that only he wha ac-
quires an estate may entail it capriciously. But I think
it may be safely presumed, that ‘ He who inherits an
estate, inherits all the poxer legslly concomitant ;” snd
that ¢ He who gives v leaves unlimited an estate legally
limitable, must be presumed to give that power of limit~
suon, which he omitted to take away, and to cotamit
future contingencies to future prudence,’ 1In these two
positions 1 believe Lord Hailes will advise you to rest;

difficultien, and embarmased with
“ If these axioms be allowed, yon huve arrived now
of particular cizowms

1had " Voh
l‘ﬁ')p.ms rewinded him of ki observation, wantionsd
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You rightly obeerve, that he who passing by his
Iluﬁ::gne the {nheritance to his nephew, could limit
no moee than he gave; and by Lord Hailes's estimate
of fourteen years’ purchase, what he gave was no more
than you may easily entail according to your own
spinion, if that opiniott should finally prevail,
¢ Lord Hailes's suspicion that entuls are encroach-~
ments on the dominion of Providence, may be extended
to all hereditary privileges and all permanent institu-
tions ; I do not see why it may not be extended to any
provision for the present hour, sinoe all care about
. futurity proceeds upon s supposition, that we know at
Ieast in some degrec what will be future. Of the future
we certainly know nothmg; but we may form conjec-
tures from the past; and the power of forming conjec~
tures includes, in my opinion, the duty of acting in
vonformity to that probahility, which we discover.
Providence gives the power, of which reason teaches
the use. I am, dear Six, your most faithful servant,
* 1 hope ¥ shall nd mow wath N
get some ground now with Mrs,
Bogwell: mske my compliments to her, and to the
lMistle people. Don’t burn papers; they may be safe
enough in your own box; you will wish to sce them
heresfter.”

Tarrza 237. TO JAMES BOSWELIL, ESQ,
« Feb. 15. 1776,

“ Dyan Bia,—To the letters whici‘x T have written

prudence to coupalt. I long for a letter, that I may
know how this troublesome and vexatious question is at
faut Qocided. (1) 1. hope that it will a¢ last end well,

(1) 'The anta) fratmed by my father with various judicions
chaoias e him aid she, settling the estase upon th
Do Tl of b graotiutimn wiich 1 Fomt has boen Seacy
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Lord Hailes's lotter was very friendly, and very season-
_able, but I think hiuwmﬁmmhihhwwhng
in it like-superstition. Providenee is not counteracted
by any means which Providence puts into our power.
The oontinuance and propagation of families mskes a
great part of the Jewish law, agd is by no means pro-
hibited in the Chajstian institution, though the necessity
of it continues no longer. Hereditary tenures are estab-
lished in all civilised countries, and are accompanied in
most with hereditary authority., 8ir William Temple
considery our constitution as defective, that there is not
an unalienable estate in land connected with a peerage: |
and Lord Bacon mentions as a proof that the Turks are
barbarians, their want of stirpes, as he calls them, or
hereditary rank. Do not let your mind,when it'is freed
from the supposed necessity of a rigorous entail, be
entangled with contrary objections, and think all entails
unlawful, till you have cogent arguments, which 1
believe you will never find. I am afraid of scruples.

“ I have now sent all Lord Hailes's papers; part [
found hidden in a drawer in which I had lsid them for
security, and had forgotten them. Part of these are
written twice; I have returned both the copies. Part
I had read hefore. Be ep kind 28 to return Lord Hailes
my most respectful thatiks for his fivet volume : his ac-
curacy strikes me with wonder; his narrative is far
superior to that of Henault, as I have fornmerly men-
tioned. I am afraid that the trouble which my irs
regularity and delay has cost him is greater, far greater,

mgﬂﬁ the lands, gwu:gtd" WW”D:% from

52 ol catonty revibd bk 7% o 00 b thought
4 m,
Mﬁumw - for mynotion is, thss they should
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than eny good that I can do him will ever recompense ;
but.if T have any more copy, I will try to do better.

'% Pray let me know if Mrs. Boswell is friends with
‘me, and pay my respects to Veronics, and Euphemia,
and Alexander. T am, Sir, your most humble servant,

¢ “ 8am. Jonnsox."”

Lerezng38.  FROM MR. BOSWELL.
. . « Edinburgh, Feb. 20. 1776,
- * You have illuminsted my mind, and relieved me
from imaginary shackles of conscientious obligation.
Were it necessary, I could immediately join in an entail
" upon the series of heirs approved by my father ; but it
is better not o act too suddenly.”

Larezs 289 TO MR. BOSWELL.

, « Feb, 24. 1776.

“ Dpan Six,—17 am'glad that what 1 could think
, aay has at all contributed to quiet your thoughts. Your
resolution not to act. till your opinion is confirmed by
‘more deliberation, is very just. If yom have boen
“erapulous, do not be rash. T hope that, a5 you think
more, and take opportunities of talking with men in-
telligent in questions of property, you will be able to
free yourself from every difficulty. When 1 wrote
~ l:;t?, 1 sent, I think, ten packets. Did you receive them

“ You must tell Mrs. Boswell that I suspected her to
_ have written without your knowledge ('), and there- *
fore did not return any answer, lest a clandestine cor-
respindence should hayve been pemniciously discovered.
I will write to her soon, I am, dear Sir, &e.
Y " SaxM, Jornson.”"
5 Havinig_sommunicated, to Lord Hailes what Dr.
‘stfohnsan wrote oomcersing the questipn which per-
" (1) A fetter im0 the mteresting wubject of the famnil
ety whieh ¥ e o 1 TG bt f bty
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plexed me so much, his lordship wrote tome : “ Yonr
scruples have produced more fruit than I ever ex-
pected from them: an excellent dissertation on ge-
oeral principles of morals and law.”

1 wrote to Dr, Johnsou on the 20th of February,
complaining of melancholy, and expreséing a strong
desire to be with him; informing him that the ten
packets came all safe; that Lord Hailes was much
obliged to -him, and said he had almost wholly re-
moved his scruples against entails.

Lerrea 240. TO JAMVS BOSWELL, ESQ.

« March 5. 17765.

* Dear Sir, — I have not had your letter half an
hour ; as you lay so much weight upon my notions, 1
should think it not just to delay ray answer. 1am
sorry that your melancholy should return, and should
be soery likewise if it conld have no relief but from my
company. My counsél you may. have when you are
pleaml to require it ; but of my company you cannot
in the next month have wruch, for Mr. Thrale will take
me to Italy, he says, on the 1st of .Apnl.

“ Let me warn you very carnesuly against scruples,
1 am glad that you are +econciled to your settlement,
and think it a great bonour to have shaken Lord Hailes's
opinion of entails. Do not, however, hope wholly to
Teagon away your troubles ; do not feed them with at-
tention, ‘and they will die imperceptibly awsy. . Fix
your' thoughts npon your business, fill yout i muerva.ls
with company, and sunshine will again break in wpen

‘your mind.  If you will coinb %6 me, you must come
vory, quwl:ly, and even thén I know not but we may
seoyr_the country mgethw,fwlbaveamindwwe
JUxford shd, Lichﬂeld before T set out on ‘this long
“journey.” Tnﬁﬁalmonlyuddﬂm‘l &m, ‘desr Sir,
. ym ugs ;ﬁcnonm hnmbbmm, .
: T §au. Jomwson
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Lxrres 241.  TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

“« March 12. 17:¢.

* Dear Sie,— Very mly in April we leave England,
and in the beginning of the mext week 1 shall leave
London for a short time ; of this I think it necessary
to inform you, that yoy may not be disappointed in any
of your enterprises. 1 had not fully resolved to go into
the country before this day. Please to make my com-
pliments to Lord Hailes ; and mention very particu~
larly to Mrs. Boawellmyhope that she is reconciled to,
Bir, your faithful servant, San. Jounson.”

' Lxrezz242. TO THE REV. JOHN WESLEY.

« Feb. 6. 1776.
<« Sir,—When I received your ¢ Commentary on the
Bible,’ T durst not at first flatter myself that 1 was to
keep it, having so little claim to so valushle a present;
and when Mrs. Hall informed me of your kindness,
was hindered from time to time from returning you
those thanks, which I now entreat you to accept.— X
have thankg likewise to return you for the addition of
your important suffruge to my argument on the Ame-
zican question. To have gained such a mind as yours
may justly confirm me in my gwn opinion. What effect
my paper has upon the public, I know not ; but I have
no reason to be discouraged. The lecmrer was mrely

in the right, who, though he saw his audience

away, refused to quit the chair, while Plato stayed.— l
sm, reverend Sir, &c. Bul. Jomon."

Above thuty years ago, the. heirs of Lord Chun-
cellor Clarendon presented the university of Oxford
with the contihuation of his % History,” and sch
" other of his Jordship’s manuscripts as had not been’
published, on condition that the profits arising from
their publication should be applied to the estabitish-
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ment of a manége in the university. (') The gift
was accepted in full convocation. A person (%) being
now recommended to Dr. Johnson, as fit to super-
intend this proposed riding-school, he exerted himself
with that zeal for which heywas remarkable upon
every similar occasion. But, on inquiry into the
matter, he found that the scheme was not likely to he
soon carricd into execution ; the profits arising from
the Clarendon press heing, from some mismanage-
ment, very scanty. This having been explained to kim
by a respectable diguirary of the church, who had®
good means of knowing it, he wrote a letter upon the
subject, which at once exhibits his extraordinary
precision and acuteness, and his warm attachment to
his alma mater.

Lerrsr 243, TO THE REV. DR. WETHERELL.
« March 12, 1776. o
* Dear Sir,— Few things are more undleasant than
the transaction of husiness with men who are above
knowing or caring what they have to do; such as the
trustees for Lord Cornbury’s institution will, perhaps,
appear, when you bave tead Dr. #*##%#%% Jetter,
* The last part of the Doctor’s letter is of great im-
portance. The complaint (*) which he makes, I have

(1) The Clarendon MSS., and any money which might arise
from the sale or publication of them, were given by Catherine,
Duchess Dowager of Queensbury, as a beginning of a fund
for supporting a mandge or academy for riding, and other useful
exereites, in Oxford, pursuant to, and in confirmation of, the
Iast will of Henry, Lord Hyde, bearing date the 10th day of
August, 1751. — Hatw.

(2) A Mr, Carter. Sve ant2, Vol. V. p. 246. - C,
(3) 1 suppase. the complaint was, that the trustees of the
Opfgrd ross did not wowl: the London booksellers a suflicient
upion yending their publications
v VAL, Vi, *E
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henrd long ago, and did not know but it was redressed.
1t is unhappy that a practice so erroneous has not becn

altered ; for altered it must be, or our press will be
useless, with all its privileges, The booksellers, who,
like all other men, have strong prejudices in their own
favour, arc enough incined to think the practice of
printing and selling hooks by any but themsclves an
encroachment on the rights of their fraternity; and
have nced of stronger inducements to circulate acide~
jical publications than those of another: for, of That
mu¢ual co-operation by which the general trade is
. carried, on, the univemtv can bear no part. Of those
whom he ncither loves nor fears, and from whom he
expetts no reciprocation of good offices, why should any
man promote the interest but for proﬂt? I suppose,
with all -our scholastic ignorance of manhind, we are
still too knowing to expect that the booksellers will
ercct themselves into patrons, and buy and sell under
the influence of a disinterested zeal for the promotion

 learning.

“ To the.booksellerx, if we look for either honour or
profit from our press, not only their common profit, but
something more must be allowed ; and if books, printed
at Oxford, are expected to be rated at a high price, that
price must bhe levied on the public, and paid by the
ultimate purchaser, not by the intermediate agents.
What price shall be set upon the book is, to the book-
sellers, wholly indifferent, provided that they gain a
proportionate profit by negotiating the sale. Why books
printed at Oxford should be particularly dear, I am,
however, unable to ind. We pay no rent; we inherit
‘many of our instruments and materials ; lodging and
victuals are cheaper than at London; and, therefore,
workmanship ought, at least, not 1o be dearer. Our
expenses are naturally less than those of booksellers ;
and, in most cases, communities are content with less
profit than individuals.
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‘¢ It is, perbaps; not considered through how many
hands a book often passes, before it comes into those of
the reader ; or what part of the profit each hand must
relain, as a motive for transmitting it to the next.

“We will call our primary agent in London, M
Cadell, who receives our books ffom us, gives them room
in his warehouse, and issues them on demend ; by him
they are sold to Mr. Dilly, a wholesale bookseller, who
sends them into the country ; and the last seller is the
country bookseller. Tere are three profits to be paid
between the printer and the reader, or, in the style of
commerce, between the manutacturer and the consumer ; ,
and if any of these pnotits is tvo penuriously distributed
the process of ‘commerce is interrupted.

“ We are now come to the practical question, what is
to be done ?  You will tell me, with reason, that T have
auid nothing, till 1 declare how much, aceording to my
opinion, of the ultimate price ought to be distributed
through the whole succession of sale.

“ The deduction, 1 am afraid, will appear ver} great |
but let it be considered before it is refused. s We must
allow, for profit, between thirty and thirty-five per cent.
between six and seven shillings in the ponnd ; that is,
for every book which costs the last buyer twenty shillings,
we must charge Mr. Cade! with something less than four-
teen. We must sct .he copies at fourteen shillings each,
and superadd what is called the quarterly book, or for
every hundred books so charged we must deliver an
hundred and four. . ;

¢ The profits will then stand thus: — Mr. Cadell,
who runs no hazard, and gives no credit, will be paid
fox warehouse room and attendance by a shilling profit
on each book, and ‘his chance of the quarterly book :
Mr., Dilly, who buys the book for fifteen shillings, and
who will expect the quarterly book if he takes five and
twenty, will send it to his country tustomer at sixtecn
and sixpence, by which, at the hazard of loss. and the

¢ E+2
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certainty of long credit, he gains the regular profit of
ten per cent. which is expected in the wholesale trade :
the country bookseller, buying at sixteen and sixpence,
and commonly trusting a corsiderable time, gains but
three and sixpence, and if be tusts a year, not much
more than two aud sixpence ; otlirwise than as he may,
perhaps, take as long credit as he gives.

“ With less profit than this, and more you sec he can-
pot have, the country #wohs lier cannot live; for his
recelpts are small. and his debts rometimes had.

*“ Thus, dear Sir, § hae b onincited by Dr s #raswg

cletter to give you a dueit of the circulation of books,
which, perhaps, cvery man has not had opportunity of
knowing ; and which those who know it, do not, perhaps,

always distinctly consider. — 1 am, &e.
“ Sam. Jorxson.” (1)

Having arrived in London late on Friday, the 15th
of Margh, 1 hastened next morning to wait on Dr.
Johnson, af his house; but uud he was removed
from Johuson's Court, No. ', to Bolt Court, No. §,
still keeping to his favourite Fleet Street. My re-
flection ai the time upon this change, as marked in
my journal, is as follows: « I felt a foolish r(vgret
that he had left a court which bore his name (¥) ; but
it was not fonlish to be attected with some tcndempns
of regard for u place ip which I had seen him a great
deal, from whenee I had often issued a better and a

(1) tam happy, in giving this fult 'md clear statement mﬂn

Eubhr, to. vl icate, by the authority of the greatest author of

is HE?, that respem e body of men, the bookscilers of Lot

reflections, as if their profits were exorbitant,

when, in tm!b. .Dr. Johnson has here allowed thm more than
they usually demun

m(.!c)flenm.wlaeumSm:tlmmd, that he was Johnaon of that
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happier mau than T weut in, and which had
often appeared (o v poagination, while I trod ite
pavement in ti.0 <« an wavknuss of the night, to be
sacred to wioo, ¢y e " Being informed that
he was at Mr. Thrat <o the Ibrough (1), I hastened
thither, and found Vrs. Thrale and him at breakfast.
I was kindly welcomed. T a moment hé was in a
full glow of conversation, and 1 felt myself elevated
as if bronght into another stuwe of heing. Mrs, Thrale

(13 T went e a. .. e 10 moruing of my birthday
{1776) and sand ve Pan Tt aged oy mie DY VERSEs Now,
because L am five wndd thirty years wads and Stella was fed with
them ol forty-ai., I rewember,” My beng just recovered
from illness and continenent, w.l account for the manner in
which he burst out snddendy, without the Jeast previous besis
tation, wnd withoat havimy entertained the smallest wtention
towards 1t hail a minute befve s e

SO Adanset v alive,
Ve ore envse to thipryfive;
Tonw ma Svfer vtk arrive,
Bitier oo han thuty-tive.
Lotdd Cralosopiens Cranve
Lafe to szop at thirtvehive,
Thwe his houss boull never drive
O'pr the lannds or thrty-five.
High to soar, awd deep to dive,
WNature gives *t Sarty ove
Ladwes, o000 s a0 tend vour hive,
Teide szt ¢ thuty hves
For, howi 'rr we hoast and strive,
Lut doclines from torry-five
He that evsr hwe o thrive
ZLust beyon iy Lo tydive s
And all w..0 wizely wish to wive
Must fouk on Thrale at therpy.five.”

“ And now,” said be, ns 1 was writing them down, “you may
see what it is W come for puetry to a dictionary-maker; you
niay observe that the rhyines run in alphabetical order exactly.”
And so they do.  Dr. Johnson did indeed possess an almost
Tuscan,_pawer of improvisation. — Prozzi. — He was much

leased with an ltabau improvissiore, whom he saw at Streut-
gmn.pnd with whom he talked much in Latin, He told Jumn,
of hie had npt been a witness to his faculty himsclf, he shouid
not have thought it possible. He said, 1saa¢ Hawkins Brow:.e
had endesvaured Bt it in English, but could not get Leyui.d
thisty v s Hawxins, " .
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and 1 looked to each other while he talked, and our
looks expressed our econgenial admiration and affec-
tion for him. T shall ever recollect this scene with
great pleasure. I exclaied to her, I am now, in-
tellectually, Hermipphes redivivus (1); I am quite
restored by him, by transtusion of mind.” ¢ There
are many,” she replicd. “ who admire and respect
Mr. Johnson ; but you aud 1 leve him.”
He seemed very happy in the near prospect of
. going to Italy with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. « But,”
said he, “ before leaving England I am to take a
Jjaunt to Oxford, Birmingham, my native city Lich-
field, and my old friend Dr. Taylor's, at Ashbourne,
in Derbyshire. 1 shall go in a few days, and you,
Boswell, shall go with me.” 1 was ready to accom-
pany him; being vyilling even to leave London tn
have the pleasure of his conversation.

I mentivned with much regret the extravagance of
the representative of a great family in Scotland, by
which there was danger of its being ruined ; and as
Johnson respected it for its antiquity, he joined with
me in thinking it would be happy if this persen
shotild die. Mrs. Thrale seemed shocked at this; as
feudal barbarity, and said, “ I do not understand
this preference of the estate to its owner ; of the land
to the man who walks upon that land.” Jonwsox.
% Nay, madam, it is pota preference of the land to
its owner ; it is the preference of a fam:!y to an in~
dividusl. Here is an establishment in a country,
whwb is of :mpomae for ages, not only to the chief

(x)moVol IL p. 195, ~
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but to his people; on catablishment which extends
upwards and downwards; that this should be de-
stroyed by one idle fellow is a sad thing.”

He said, ¢ Eutails are good, because it is good to
preserve in o country seriesem of men, to whom the
people are accustomed to look up as to their leaders.
But I am for leaving a quantity of land in commerce,
to excite industry, and keep money in the country :
for if no land were to be bought in the country, there
would be no encouragement to acquire wealth, be-
cause a family could not be founded there ; or if it’
were acquired, it must he carried away to another
country where Jand may be bought. And although the
lund in every country will remain the same, and be
as fertile where there is no moncy, as where there is,
yet all that portion of the happiness of civil life,
whiels is produced by money circulating in a country,
would be lost.” Soswerr. « Then, Siw, would xt
be for the advantage of a country that all its lands
were sold at once?” Jonxsoxn. ¢ So far, Sir, as
money prodices good, it would be an advantage ; for
thea that country vould have as much money circu-
lating in it as it is worth. But to be sure this would
be counterbalanced by disadvantages attending a total
change of preprietors.”

I expressed my opinion that the power of entailing
should be limited thus: ¢ That there should be one-
third, dr perhaps one-half of the land of a country
kept free for commerce ; that the proportion allowed
to be entailed should be pargelled out.so that no
family oould entail above a certain quantity. Leta
fam?y, nrgopding to the shilities of its representatives,

E 4
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be richer ar poorer in diffevent generations, or always
rich if its repredentatives he always wise : but let its
absolute permanency be suederate.  In this way we
should be.certain of there being always a number of
+ established roots; and as, in the course of nature,
there is in every age an extinetion of some fawmilies,
there would be continual openings for men ambitions
of perpetuity, to plant a stuck inthe entail ground.” (1)
Jonwson. “ Why, Sir, mankind will be better able
,to regulate the system of entuils, when the cvil of
too rauch land being locked up by them is felt, than
we cau do at present when it is not felt.”

I mentioned Dr. Adam Smith’s book on « The
Wealth of Nations,” which was just published, and
that Sir John Priugle had observed to me, that Dr.
Smith, who had never been in trade, could not be
gxpectod to write well on that subject any more than
alawyer upon physic.  Jouwson. # He is mistaken,
Sir; a man who has never been engaged in trade
himself may undoubtedly write well upon trade, and
there is nothing which requires more to be illustrated
by philosopby than trade does. As.to mere wealth,
that is to say, money, it is clear that one nation or
one individual cannot increase its store but by making
snother poorer: but trade procures what is more

(1) The [mvﬂ:rge of perpetuating in a family an estate and
arhe to generstion is enjoyed by
nbneotﬁum y-mbpcuexesptm n&mmc

bqnl tiction of fine and re is unkndwn., Itisa ivxlc
shrould

that think ft would be proper to
: q.mme of it. ﬂqmldm on (he rayal preropative. It wmm

E:mn perpetuating their representation

to m, . having uo ammum merix, have truly wo name.
king, as the xmrn father of b m{«. wiuld never

tefune 10 grast the privilege to {hose who od it
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valuable, the reciprovation of the peculiar advantages
of different countrics. A wmerchant scldom thinks
but of his own particular trade. To write a good
book upon it, » man must have extensive views. It
is not necessary to have practised, to write well upon
a subject.” I mentioned law as a subjeet on which
no man could write well without practice. Jomn-
soN. © Why, Sir, in England, where so much money
is to be got by the practice of the law, most of our
writers upon it have beca in practice ; thongh Black-
stone bad oot bien reach in practice when he pub-*
lished bis ¢ Commentaries.” Bat upon the continent.
the great writers on law have not all been in practice
Grotius, indeed, was; but Puffendorf was not ; Bur-
lamaqui was not."( 1)

When we had talked of the greal consequence
which a man acquircd by being employed in his
profussion, I suggested a doubt of thg justice 8f
the general opinion, that it is improper in a lawyer
ta solicit employment ; for why, 1 urged, should it
nat be equally allownble to solicit that as the weans
of eonsequencs, as it is tu solicit votes to be elected a
mewber of parlinment? Mr. Straban had told me
that a countryman of his and mine (%), who had risen
.to eminence in the law, had, when first making his
way, solicited him to get him employed in city causcs.
Jomwson. “ Sir, it is wrong to stir up lawsuits ; but
when once it is certain that a lawsuit is to go oo,

(1) Neither Grotiuy, Puffendorf, nor Burlamaqui, were
writers on what can be strictly called practical law; and the
great writdrs on practiosd law, in all countries, have been prace
acal luwyers, e {?

;I Yiibly Mf, Wedderburn, »m Ce
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there is nothing wrong in a lawyer's endeavouring
that he shall have the benefit, rather than another ”
BosweLr. « You would not solicit employment, Sir,
if you were a lawyer.” Jonwson, % No, Sir; but
not because I should #hink it wrong, but because I
should disdain it.” This was a good distinetion,
whieh will be felt by men of just pride. Ile pro-
ceeded : “ However, I would not have alawyer to be
wanting to himself in wsing fair means. 1 would
have him to inject a little hint now and then, to
‘prevent his being overlooked.”

Lord Mountstuart’s bill for a Scoteh militia, in
gupporting which his lordship had made an able
speech (1) in the House of Commmons, was now a
pretty general topic of conversation Jonxson. # As
Scotland contributes so little land-tax towards the
general support of the nation, it ought not to have a
militia paidont of the general fund, unless it should
be thought for the general interest that Scotland
should be protected from an invasion, which no man
can think will happen ; for what enemy would invade
Scotland, where there is nothing to be got? No.
Sir; now that the Scotch have not the pay of En-
glish soldiers spent among them, as so wany troops
are sent abroad, they are trying to get money another
way, by having a militia paid. If they are afraid,

(1) Boswell writes to Mr. Wilkes on this subject, April 2.
1776: %1 am Mﬁl:i to find that my honoured friend and
Mazecenas, my Lord ntetuart, made an excellent speech on
the. Scotch militis bill.” — Wilkes's Currespondence, vol. ivy
p 819, Mr. Boswell's Mpcenas, however, subsuquently dis-

inted his and hence, perhaps, some of those o{)scn.
about  the great™ and “aputky of pairons” which
Mr, Boswell ocessionally makes, - C.
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and seriously desire to have an armed force to defend
them, they should pay for it. Your scheme is to
retuin a part of your land-tax, by making us pay and
clothe your militia.” BosweLL. * You should not
talk of we and yow, Sir; there is now an wunion.”
Jonnson. ¢ There must be a distinetion of interest,
while the proportions of land-tax are so unequal. If
Yorkshire should say, ¢ Instead of paying our land-
tax, we will keep a greater aumber of militia,’ it would
be unreasonable.” In this argument my fricnd was
certainly in the weong.  Theland-tax is as unequally
proportioned betweon difforent parts of England.
between England and Scotland ; nay, it is consider-
ably unequal in Scotland itself. But the land-tax is
but a small part of the numcreus branches of public
revenue, all of which Scotland pays precisely as Eng-
land does. A French invasion made in bmtland.
wouid soon penetrate into England.

He thus discoursed upon supposed obligation in
scttling estates: “ Where a man gets the unlimited
property of an estate. therce is no obligation upon him
in justics to leave it to one person rather than to
another. There is a motive of preference from kind-
ness, angd this kindness is generally entertained for
the nearest relation. If I owe a particular man a
sum of money, I am obliged to let that man have
the next money I get,and cannot in justice let another
have it; but if I owe money to no man, I may dis-
pose of what I get as I please. There is not a dex
bitum justitie to a man’s next heir; there is only a
debitum caritatis. It is plain, then, that I have
morally a choice according to my liking. IfT have
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a brother in want, he has a claim from affection 1o
my assistance ; but if I have also @ brother i want,
whom 1 like bettcr, he bos a preferable claun.  The
right of an heir at law is oaly this, that he 1~ to have
the succession to an estat., 1n case no other person is
appointed to it by the owncr.  1hs night 18 merdy
wreferable to that of the king.”

We got into a boat to (roms over to Blackfijam ,
and as we moved along th¢ Thawes, I talked to lum
of a little volume, w hich, altogether unkuown to him,
‘was advertised to be published in a few days, under
the title of « Johnsoniana, or Bon-mots of Dr, John-
son.” Jouwnsown. « Swr, it is a nughty impudent
thing.” Boswesr. ¢ Pray, Sir, could you have no
redress if you were to prosccute a publisher for bring-
ing out, under your name, what you never sad, and
ascribing to you dull stupid nonsense, or making you
sWear protquly, as many ignorant relaters of your
bon-mots do?” JOoHNsON. * No, Sir; there will al-
ways be some truth mixed with the falsehood, and
how e¢an it be ascertained how much is true and how
much is false ? Besides, Sir, what damages would a
jury give me for having been representud us swear-
ing?" Boswerr. “I think, Sir, you should at least
disavow such a publieation, because the world and
posterity might with much plausible foundation say,
¢« Hore i & volume which was publiely advertised
and came out in Dr. Johuson’s own name, and, by
his silence, was admitted by him to be gennine.’ ™
Josnson. “1 shall give myself no trouble about the

natter.”
g::m,pa'hups,ghovomfuingfmm suchspurious
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publications ; but I could not help thioking, that
many men would be much injured in their reputa-
tion, by having absurd and vicious sayings imputed .
to them; and that redress oughf in such cases to be
given.

He said, # The value of every story depends on its
being true. A story. is a picture either of an indi-
vidual or of human nature in general: if it be false,
it is a picture of nothing. Tor instance: suppose a
man should tell that Johnson, before setting out for,
Ttaly, as he had to cross the Alps, sat down to make
himself wings. This many people would believes
but it would be a picture of nothing. ***®eee|(1)
(naming a worthy friend of ours) used to think a
story, a story, till I showdd him that truth was
egsential to it.” I observed, that Foote entcrtained’
us with stories which were not true ; but that, indeed,
it was properly not as narratives that Fodte's stories
pleased us, but as collections of ludicrous images.
Jonxson, « Foote is quite impartial, for he tells
lies of every body.” {*

(11 Amumgh Mr, Langton was a man of strict and accurate
y ¥ from the term worthy friend, which ﬂoswcll

- generall ppropriates to Mr. Langton, as well as the number
ggnncrm hmhmmum !fso, lbeqmuon which

corrocted was one stated ) #
ﬁy-azfy%focr‘he olnmwhn:zw;whm
Jears '
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- The*importance of strict and scrupulous veracity
canaof:be too often inculcated. Johnson was known
to'be 80 rigidly attentive to it, that even in his coms
imon’ gonversation the slightest circumstance was
mentioned with exact %precision. (1)

" The knowledge of his having such a principle and
habit made his friends have a perfect reliance on
the truth of every thing that be told, however it
might have been doubted if told by many others.
«As en instance of this, I may mention an odd
incident which he related as having happeued to
him one night in Fleet Street. * A gentlewoman,”
said he, “ begged I would give her my arm to assist
her in crossing the street, which I accordingly did ;
upon which she offered me a shilling, supposing me
to be the watchman. I perceived that she was
sprmewhat in liquor.,” This, if told by most people,
would hav® been thought an invention; when told
by Johnson, it was believed by his friends as much
as if they had seen what passed. (2)

u'm" ¢ Nay, sir,” replicd Johnson, hastily, *if we venture u '
with Foote, we have no right, I think, to
Jnok for truth,” — naDoCK. ’
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We landed at the Temple Stairs, where we parted.

1 found Lim in the evening in Mrs, Williams's roym.

We talhed of rchgious orders. He said, « It is as

unreasonuble for a man to go into a Carthusian
(]

rut of some neghbounng tavern, with his napkin in hes hand
md no hat, and stopping him as civilly as he could * 1 beg
your pardon, i, but you are Dr. Johnwn, 1 believe,” & Yery
"+ We have a wager depending on your ugly pray, sr,
15 1t arr eparabie or srrapatrable that oue should say? " ' he o,
I thnk, <1, answered v J unsan, for the adverb [adjeeting |
ought to follow the verhy  hut vou had better consult my D~
faoltary than me, for that i the result of mare thought than
you will now gave we ume jor '« No, no,’ replied the gentle-
nian, gaily, “the doui 1 have no certanty at all of, but here 1s
quihor, to whom I referred | have won my twenty guineas

g furly, and amt much ublngt-d w yon, sir;” so ng

r, Jobnwon lundly hy the hand, he went back to fimsh hin
dinmner or deswert. -~ 1ie once told me that a young gentleman
«alied on him oue morning, and told hum that, having dropped
suddenly 1nto an ample furtune, he was willimg to quabfy hun-
self for gentocl suctety by adding <owe literature to his other
endowments, and wished to be put 1 an cdsy way of Ohmm:ﬁ.
it. Johnson recommended the Unnersit{e, “for you re
Laun, sir, with fachty.” “Ircad 1t a httle, to be sute, wr.”

But do you read 1t unth facuy, I say?* « Upon my word,
sir, 1 do not very well hnow, but I rather bebeve not.” Dr.
Johnson now began to recommend other branches ot science;
41d, adusing him to study 1 atural history, there arose some
tdk Jbout anunals, and }eir divisions mto oviparous and vivi-
farons ¢ Aud the cat here, uir,” saud the youth, who wished
fur untruetion, “pray in which cluss 15 <he?”  Our Ductor's
ratience and desire of doing guod be now 10 gIve Wo).
“ You would di well,” said he, *to look tor soroe person o be
always about you, sir, who 1 capable of expluning such mat-
ten and not come (o us to know whether the cat lays eggs or
not, get a divcreet man to keep you cumpany ; there are many
who would bo giad of your table and fifty pounds « ytar.” T1he
.‘Olll:f gentlerman rotired, and 1o less than a week informed his
triends that he bad fixed on a preceptor to whuim o objections
rotid be made; but when be nuned as such one of the most
distingaushed characters® in our or natton, Dr. Johnson
fairly gave himuelf up to an honest burst of laughter, at seung
this youth st such a surprsing distance from common know.
Inige of the world, w Piorm

* My Burke ~- Malone MS - C
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eonvent for fear of being immoral, as for & man to
eut off his hands for tear he should steal. There is,
indeed, great resolution n the mmediate art of
dismembering hims 1f, but when that is once done,
he has no longer anysnent . for though it 15 out of
his power to steal, yet he may all hue life be a thief
in his heart. So when a man has once become a
Ohbrthusian, he is obhged to contimue so, whether
he chooses it or not.  Their silenree too, is absurd.
. We read in the Gospel of the apostles being sent to
preach, but not to hold their tongues. All severity
that does not tend to increase good, or prevent evil,
isidle. T <ad to the Lady Abbess of a convent,
¢« Madam, you arc here, not for the love of virtue,
but the fear of viee” She <aid, ¢ She should re.
member this as long as she lived” 1 thought it
hard to eive her this view of her situation, when
shie coulik not help it; and, indeed, I wondered at
the whole of what he now said; because, hoth in
his ¢ Rambler” and ¢ Idler,” he treats rehgious
gusterities with much solemmty of respect.

Findmg lm still persevering in his abstinence
from wine, I ventured to speak tos him of it.
Jouxsow. « Sir. I have no objection to 2 mmn’s
drinking wine, if he can do it in moderation. I
found myself apt to go to excess in it, and there-
fore, after having been for some time withous it, on
account of illness, I thought it hetter not to return
to it. Every manis to judge for himsalf, acrording
to the cffects which he eaperiences. One of the
fathers tells us, he found fasting made him so
peevish that he did not practise it.”
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Though he often enlarged upon the evil of in-
toxication, he was by no means harsh and unfor-
giving to those who indulged in occasional excess
in wine. One of his friends (), I well remember,
came to sup at a tavern with+him and some other
gentlemen, and too plainly discovered that he had
drunk too much at dinner. When one who Joved
mischief, thinking to produce a severe censufe,
asked Johnson, a few days afterwards, « Well, Sir,
what did your friend say to you, as an apology for |
being in such a situation?” Johnson answered,
«.8ir, he said all that a man should say : he said he
was sorry for it.”

I.heard him once give & very judicious practical
advice upon the suhject: “ A man who has been
drinking wine at all freely should never go.into a new
company., With:those who have partaken of wine,
with him, he may be pretty well in unison; but he
will probably be offensive, or ap;war ridiculous, to
other peoplo-

He allowed wery great mﬂnencc to education. 1
dn not deny, 8ir, but there is somne original difference
in minds} byt it is nothing in comparisen of what is
formed by edyoution. We may instance the seience
of numbers, which all minds are equally eapable of
attaining (?) : yet we find a prodigious ditferenee-in

(1) Probably Mr. Boswell himself. — C.

{€) ‘This appears to be an ill-chosen illustration. It scems,
on the contraxy, that there are few powers of mind so unequally
given ll M nected with numbers. The few who have
them in axoldln!z degree, hke Jedediah Buxton, and
lllmdu.baypmdder iborne, of our times, seem to have
litile other, intelloctual p See nts of Buxton
Gent. Mag - gl 3xi. p.sl.andvoL xxiv. p.ﬂsx.-c.

VOL, Vi.
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the powers of different men, in that respect, atter
they are grown up, because their minds have been

_more or less exercised'in it : and I think the same
cause will explain the difference of excellence in
other things, gradations admitting always some dif-
ference in the first prineiples.”

This is & difficult subject; but it is best to hope
that diligence may do a great deal. We are sure
of what it can do, in increasing our mechanical force
and dexterity.

1again visited him on Monday. He took occasiorn
to enlarge, as he often did, upon the wretchedness of
a sea-life. ¢ A ship is worse than a gaol. Thereis,
in a gaol, better air, better company, better conveni-
ency of every kind; and a ship has the additional
disadvantage of being in danger. When men come
to like a sea-life, they are not fit to live on land.”
« Then," said I, « it would be cruel in a father to
breed his son to the sea.” Jomnson. « It would be
cruel in a father who thinks as Ido. Men go to sea,
before they know the unhappiness of that way of life ;
and when they have come to know it, they cannot
escape from it, because it is then too Jate to choose
another profession; as indeed is generally the case
with men, when they have once engaged in any nar-
ticulax way of life.”
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CHAPTER 11l
1776.

Excursion to Qxford with Boswell. — Ornamental Archi-
tecture, — Statuary. — Advice to Hypochondriacs.
—  Anatomy of Melancholy.” ~— Dr. Wethercll, —
Dr. Adams. — Conversation. — Rishop Horne. —
Walton's * Lives.” — Iiography. — Darlineuf. ~—
Gibbon.— Steelr. — ** Tristram Shandy.” — Burke.
— Blenheim.— Taverns and Inns.— Dyer's < Flogee”
— Grainger’s “ Sugar Cune.” — Birmingham. ——
Legitimation. — Marriage, — Quakers. — Holiduys.
Nelson's * Festivals,” — Mr. Boulton. — Lichjield
and its Inhabitants.

Oxn Tueeday, 19th March, which was fixed for
our proposed jaunt, we mct in the morning at thes
Somerset coffee-house in the Strand, wherd we were
taken up by the Oxford coach. He was acceuipa-
nied by Mr. Gwyn, the architect; and a gentlewan
of Merton college, whouw he did not know, had the
fourth seat. , We soou got into conversation; for it
was very remarkable of Johnson, that the presence
of a stranger had no restraint upon his talk. I
observed that Garrick, who was about to quit the
stage, would soon have an easier life. Jouxsow.
“I doubt that, Sir.” BoswrLr. « Why, Sir, he
will be ‘Atlas with the burthen off his back.” Joux-
sow. “But I know not, Sir, if he will be so stcady
witnout his load. However, he should never play
suy more, but be entirely the gentleman, and not
. ' Q .
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partly the player: he should no longer subject him-
self to be hissed by a mob, or to be insolently
treated by performers. whom he used to rule with
a high hand, and whn would gladly retaliate.”
BoswerL. «1 think he should play once a year for
the benefit of decayed actors, as it has been said he
means to do.” JornsoN. ¢ Alas, Sir! he will soon
be a decayed actor himself.”

Johnson expressed his disapprobation of orna-
mental architecture, such as magnificent columns
supporting a portico, or expensive pilasters sup-
porting merely their own capitals, * because it con-
sumes labuur disproportionate to its utility.” For
the same reason he satirised statuary. ¢ Painting,”
said he, “consumes labour not disproportionate to
its effect; but a fellow will hack half a year at a
plock of marble to make something in stone that
" hardly r sembles a man.  The value of statuary is
owing t; its difficulty. You would not value the
finest head cut upon a carrot.” Here he seemed to
e to be strangely deficient in taste (1) ; for surely

(1) Dr. Johncon does not seem to have objected to orns-
mental architecture or statuary ger se, but 1o Imbour disprovor-
nonate 10 its utility or effect. In this view, his criticisms are

just. The late siyle of building introduced into London, of
colonnades and porticos, withaur any regard to aspect, climate,
‘or utliy, is so absurd to reason, so offensive to taste, and so
sdverse to domestic comfort, that it reconciles us to the short-
dved matenals of which these edifices are composed, 1t would
have beer: well if we had, according to Johnson's sober advice,
thought it necessary that the © magnificence of porticos,” und
the “espense of pilnslers,” should have barne some degreé of
proportion t their utility. With regard to “ statuary,” when it
does “ preserve the varieties of the human frame,” it deserves
aii that Mr. Bosweli says for it: but Johnson's objection was
that 1t more frequenly produced abortive failures,  kordly

3 )

resembling man,” — C. .
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statuary is a noble art of imitation, and preserves a
wonderful expression of the varieties of the human
frame ; and although it must be allowed that the
circumstances of difficulty enhunce the value of a
marble head, we should cousides, that if it requires
2 long time in the performance, it has a propor-
tionate value in durability.

Gwyn was a fine lively rattling fellow. Dr. John-
son kept him in subjection, bt with a kiudly au-
thority. The spirit of the- artist, hovever, rose against
what he thought & Guthie attick. and he made a
brisk defence, * What, Sir, you will allow no value
to beauty in architecture or in statuary ¥ Why
should we allow it then in writing? Why do you
take the trouble to give us so many fine allusions,
and bright images, aud elegant phrases? You
might convey all your instruction without these
ornaments.”  Johnson smiled with complacency ;
but said, *“ Why, Sir, all t..ese ornaments are useful,
because they obtain an easicr reception for truth;
but & building is not ut all more :onvenient for
being decorated with cuperflnous earved work.”

Gwyn at last was lucky enough to make one
reply to Dr. Johpson, which he sllowed to be ex-
cellent. Johnson vensured him for taking down a
church which might have stood many years, and
building a new one at a different place, for no other
reason but that there might be a direct road to a new
bridge ; and his expression was, «You are taking a
church out of the way, that the people may go in a
straight line to the bridge.” . ¢ No, Sir,” said Gwyn,
“1 am puttng the church in the way, that the

3’
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people may not go out of the way.” Jomnsox (with
a hearty loud laugh of approbation). ¢ Speak no
more. Rest your colloquial fame upon this.”

Upon our arrival at Oxford, Dr. Johnson and I
went dircetly to Untversity college, but were disap-
pointed on finding that one of the fellows, his friend
Mr. Scott, who accompanied him from Newcastle
to Edinburgh, was gone to the country. We put
up at the Angel inn, and passed the evening by
ourselves in easy and familiar conversation. Talk-
ing of constitutional melancholy, he observed, —
“ A man so afflicted, Sir, must divert distressing
thoughts, and not combat with them.” BosweLL.
* May not Le think them down, Sir?” JorNsoN.
“ No, Sir. To attempt to think them down is mad-
pess.  He should have a lamp constantly burning
in hi= hed-chamber during the night, and if wake-
fully disturbed, take a book, and read, and compose
himsclf to rest. To have the mnanagement of the
mind is a great art, and it may be attained in a con-
siderable degree by expericnce and habitual exer-
cise.” DBoswerL. “ Should nut he provide amuse-
ments for himself 7 Would it not, for instance, be
right for him to take a course of chemistry ?” Jonx-
soN. “Let him take a course of chemistry, or a
course of rope-dancing, or a course of any thing to
which he is inclined at the time. Let him contrive
to have as many retreats for his mind as he can,
as ‘many things to which it can fly from itself.
Burton’s ¢ Anatomy of Melancholy,’ is a valuable
work. It is, perhaps, overloaded with quotation.
But there is a great spirit and great power in
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what Burton says, when he writes from his own
wmind.” .

Next morning we visited Dr. Wetherell, master
of University College, with whom Dr. Johnson con-
ferred on the most advantaggous mode of disposing
of the books printed at the Clarendon press, on
which subject his letter has been inserted in a former
page. 1 often had occasion to remark, Johnson
loved business, loved to have his wisdom actually
operate on real life. Tir. Wetherell and I talked of
him without reserve in his own presence. WETHER-"
£LL. “I would have given him a hundred guineas
if he would have written a preface to his ¢ Political
Tracts,” by way of a discourse on the British con-
stitution.” BoswerrL. “Dr. Johnson, though in
his writings, and upon all occasions, a great friend
to the constitution, both in church and state, has
never written expressly in support of either. Thete
is really a claim upon him for both. I am sure he
could give a volume of no great bulk upon each,
which would comprise all the substance, and with
hiz spirit would etfectually maintain them. He
should erect a fort on the confines of each.” 1
could perceive that he was displeased with this dia-
logue. He burst out, * Why should I be always
-writing?” I hoped he was conscious that the debt
was just, and meant to discharge it, though he dis-
liked being dunned.

We then went to Pembroke College, and waited
on his old friend Dr. Adams, the master of it, whom
4 found to be a most polite, pleasing, communica-
tivel ey Before his advancement to the headship

¥y 4
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of bis vollege, I had intended to go and visit him at
Shrewsbury, where he was rector of St. Chad’s, in
order to get from him what particulars he could re-
collect of Johnson's academical life. - He now
obligingly gave me pcrt of that authentie inform-
ation, which, with what I afterwards owed to hie
kindness, will be found incorporated in its proper
place inthis work.

Dr. Adams had distinguished himself by an able
Answer (1) to David Hume’s « Emy on Miracles.”
'He told me he had onee dined in eompany with
Hume in London: that Hume shook hands with
him, and said, ‘ You have treated me much better
than I deserve;” and that they exchanged visits.
1 took the liberty to object to treating an infidel
writer with smooth civility. Where there is a eon-
troversy concerning & passage in a olassic author,
or conceruing a question in antiguities, or any other
subject in which human happiness is not deeply
interested, a man may treat his antagonist with
politeness and even respect. But where the con-
troversy is concerning the truth of religion, it is of
such vast importance to him who maintains it, to
obtain the victory, that the person of an opponent
ought not to be spared. If a man firmly believes
that religion is an invaluable treasure, he will con-
sider a writer who endeavours ¢o deprive mankind
of it as a robber ; he will look upon. him -as odious,
though the infidel might think himself in the right.

l52:?}[’1‘!:!- tract appesred in 1752, and was republished im
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A robber who reasons as the gang do in the ¢ Begs
gar's Opera,” who call themselves practical philoso-
phers, and may have as much sincerity as pernicious
speculutive philosophers, is not the less an object of
just indignation. An abandoned profligate may
think that it is not wrong to debauch my wife, but
shall I, therefore, not detest him?  And if I catch
himn in making an attempt, shall I treat him with
politeness ?  No, I will kick him down stairs, or run
him through the body: that is, if I really love my
wife, or have a truc rational notion of honour, An '
infidel then should not be treated handsomely by a
Christian, merely because he endeaveurs to rob
with ingennity. I do declare, however, that 1 am
exceedingly unwilling to be provoked to anger, and
could I be persuaded that truth would not suffer
from a cool moderation in its defenders, I should
wish to preserve good humour, at least,in everf
cantroversy ; nor, indeed, do I see why a man should
lose his temper while he does all he can to refute an
opponent. I think rilicule may be fairly used
agsinst an infidel; for instance, if he be an ugly
fellow, and yet absurdly. vain of his person, we may
contrast his appearance with Cicero’s beautiful
iigage of Virtue, could she be seen. Johnson coin-
cided: with me and seid, “ when a man voluntarily
engages in an important controversy, he is to do all
he can to lessen his antagonist, because authority
from personal respect has much weight with most
people, and often more than reasoning. If my an-
tagonist writes bad language, though that may not
be essentiyd to the question, I will attack him for his
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bad language.” Apawums. “You would not jostle a
chimney-sweeper.” Jounsou. ¢ Yes, Sir, if it were
necessary to jostle him down.”

Dr. Adams told us, that in some of the colleges at
Oxford, the fellows hud exeluded the students from
social intercourse with thém in the common reom.
Jounson. ¢ They are in the right, Sir: there can be
no real conversation, nofair exertion of mind amongst
them, if the young men are by: for a man who has
a charactér does not choose to stake it in their pre-
sence.” BosweLr. ¢ But, Sir, may there not be very
good conversation without a contest for superiority 7
JorNsox. * No animated conversation(’), Sir; for
it cannot be but one or other will come off superior.
I do not mean that the victor must have the better of
the argument, for he may take the weak side ; but
‘his superiority of parts and knowledge willnecessarily
appear ; pnd he to whom he thus shows himself su-
perior is lessened in the eyes of the young men.
You know it was said, ¢ Mallem cum Scaligero errare
guam cum Clavio recte sapere.” 1In the same manner
take Bentley’s and Jason de Nores’ Comments upon
Horace (2), you aill admire Bentley more when
wrong, than Jason when right.”

We walked with Dr. Adams into the master's
garden, and into the common room. Jounson (aﬁ'er
& reverie of meditation). * Ay! here I used to play

(1) Sece post, March 50. 1783, his distinction between falk

and conversation. — C.

~ (28) A learned Cypriot, who,wlmnthe'l‘ukstookc_grm

:E retived into lialy, t;:here he publici‘:'e:l several Itahan
],aﬁnwork--mmg e latter was & “ Commen on

w.mabmy. Gy ry
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at draughts with Phil. Jones and Fludyer. (1) Jones
woved beer, and did not get very forward in the
church. Fludyer turned out a scoundrel {?), a whig,
and said he was ashamed of having been bred at Ox-
ford. He had a living at Putney; and got under
the eye of some retainers to the court at that time,
and so became a violent whig; but he had been a
scoundrel all along, to be sure.” Boswerr. ¢ Was
he a scoundrel, Sir, in any other way than that of
being a political scoundrel? Did he cheat at
draughts?”  Junxson. ¢ Sir, we never played for
money.”’

He then carried me to visit Dr. Bentham, canon
of Christ Church, and divinity professor, with whose
learned and lively conversation we were much pleased
He gave us an iuvitation to dinner, which Dr. John-
son told me was a high honour. ¢ Sir, it is a great
thing to dine with the canons of Christ Church.”
We could not accept his invitation, as we were en-
gaged to dine at University College. We had an ex-
cellent dinner therv, with the masters and fellows, it
heing St. Cuthbe:rt's day, which is kept by them as a
festival, as he was a saint of Durham, with which this
college is much connected.

We drank tea with Dr. Horne, late President of
Magdalen College and Bishop of Norwich, of whose
abilities in different respects the public has had
eminent proofs, and the esteem annexed to whose

(1) Fludyer entered within a month of Johnson's entrance.
Jones must have been ahout a year their senior, having becorne
M.A. March, 1734, — Harr. '

(2 See post, March £7, 1776, n.==C,
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character was increased by knowing him personally.
He had talked of publishing an edition of Walton’s
Lives, but had laid aside that design, upon Dr. John-
son’s telling him, from mistake, that Lord Hailes in-
tended to de it. I hadwwished to negotiate betwren
Lord Hailes and him, that one or other sbould per-
form so good a work. JounsoN. ¢ In order to do
it well, it will be nccossary to collect all the editions
of Walton's Lives. By way of adupting the book to
the taste of the prescnt age. they have. in a late
edition, left out a vision which he relates Dr. Donne
had, but it should be restored () 5 and there should
be a critical catalogue given of the works of the difs
ferent persons whose lives were written by Walton,
and therefore their works must be carefully read by
the editor.” .
We then went to Trinity College, where he n-
trotiuced mg to Mr. Thomas Warton, with whom
we passed a part of the evening. We talked of
biography. Jomnsown. “ It is rarely well executed.
They only who live with a man can write his life
with any gennine exactness and diserimination ;
and few people who have lived with a man know
what to remark about him. The chaplain of a late
bishop (?), whom 1 was to assist in writing somne

(1) The -vision which Jobnson speaks of was not in the
iginal publication of Walton’s * Life of Dr. Donne,” ig 1640,
It is not found in the three earliest editions ; but was first in-
troduced into the fourth, in 1765. 1 have not been able to dis-
cover what modern republication i alluded to in which it was
omitted. It has very properly bein restored by Dr. Zouch, —
J BosweLi, jun.
2) The Bishop was Zacbary Dearce, and the Chaplain, Mr.
Dgrby. See post, sub May, 1777.70.
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memoirs of his lordship, could tell me scarcely any
thing.” (1)

I said, Mr. Robert Dodsley’s life should be wnit~
ten, as he had been so much connected with the
wits of his time, and by s literary merit had
raised himsclf from the station of a footman. Mr.
Warton said, he had published a little volume under
the title of ¢ The Muse in Livery.” Jorxsox.
1 doubt whether Dodsley’s brother would thank a
man who should write his life; yet Dodsley himself
was not unwilhug that his original low condition
should be recollected.  When Lord Lyttelton's
¢ Dialogues of the Dead’ came out, one of which is
between Apicius, an ancient epicure, and Darti-
neuf (¥), a modern epicure, Dodsley said to me, ¢ [
knew Dartineuf well, for I was once his footman.””

Biography led ns to speak of Dr. John Campbell,
who had writteu a considerable part of ‘he « Rio-
aruphia Britannica.” Johnson, though he valued
him highly, was of opinion that there was not so

(1) It has been mentioned to me hy an accurate English
fricnd, that Dr. Johnson could never have used the phrase
almost nothing, a¢ YWwing English; and therefore T have put
avother inits - At the same time, I am not quite con-
vineed it is ny _ good English.  For the best writers use this
phrase, “hittle or nothing,” i. e, almost so little as to be nothing.

. (2) This gentleman, whose proper name was Charler Dart-
tquenave (pronounced and commonly written Dartencuf), 1
now only recollected as a celebrated epicure; but he was a
man of wit, pleasure, and political importance at the beginning
of the last century — the associate of Swift, Pope, Addison,
and Stecle - a contributor to the Tatler, and a member of the
Kit-Cat Club, of which collection his portrait is one of the best.
He was Paymaster of the Board of Works, and Surveyor of
the royal gardens; and died in 1787. It was suspected that
he was a patural son of Charles the Second, by a foreign lldd:
and nis |.hysiognomy seems to gvidence a foreign origin, ==
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much in his great work, ¢ A Poiitical Survey of
Great Britain,” as the world had been taught to
expect (*); and had said to me that he believed
Campbell’s disappointment on account of the bad
success of that work kad killed him. He this even-
ing observed of it, * That work was his death.”
Mr.Warton, not adverting to his meaning, answered,
¢ I believe so, from the great attention he bestowed
onit.” JoHNsoN. “ Nay, Sir, he dicd of want of
attention, if ke died at all by that book.”

We talked of a work much in vogue at that time,
written in a very mellifluous style, but which, under
pretext of another subject, contained much artful
infidelity. I said it was not fair to attack us unex-
pectedly ; he should have warned us of our danger,
before we entered his garden of flowery eloquence,
by advertising, « Spring-guns and men-traps set
here.”  The author had becn an Oxonian, and was
remembered there for having “ turncd Papist.” I
observed, that as he bad changed several times—
from the church of England to the church of Rome
—from the church of Rome to infidelity,—1I did
not despair yet of seeing him a methodist preacher.
Jounson (laughing). ¢ 1t is said that his range
has been more extensive, and that he has once been
‘Manometan. However, now that he has published
his infidelity, he will probably persist in it.” (¥)
BosweLL. “ I am not quite sure of that, Sir.”

v

{1) Yet surely it is a very useful work, and of wonderful
research and labour for one man to have executed.

(%) As there can be no doubt that Gibbon and his History
are the author and the work here ullyded to, I once thoughh
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I mentioned Sir Richard Steele having published
his « Christian Hero,” with the avowed purpose of
obliging himself to lead a religious life; yet that
his conduct was by no means strictly suitable.
Jonnson. ¢ Steele, I believe, practised the lighter
vices.”

Mr. Warton, being engaged, could not sup with
us at our inn; we had therefore another evening bv
ourselves, I nsked Jolnson whether a mau’s being
forward to make himself known te cminent people,
and-seeing as muck of life, and getting as muck in--
formation as he could in every way, was not yet
lessening himsclf by his forwardness. Jonxsox.
“ No, Sir; a man always makes himself greater as
he increases his knowledge.”

I censured some ludicrous fantastic dialogues be-
tween two coach-horses, and other such stuff, which
Baretti had lately published. He joined with we,
and said, ¢ Nothing odd will do long. * Tristram
Shandy’ did pot last.” I expressed a desire to be
acquainted with a lady who had becn much talked

that some sceﬁticnl expressions in the celebrated 15th and 16th
chapters might have prompted this savcasm, but 1 am now
inclined to suspect that 1t may have referred to some Oxford
rumours of earher mfidelity.  Gibbon, in his Memoirs, con-
fessos that the erratic course of study, which finally led to his
conversion to Popery, began at Oxford by a turn towards
< anental learning and an inclination to studg Arabic.” * His
tutor,” he adds, “discouraged this childish fancy.” He com-
plains, too, of the invidious whispers which were afterwards
circulated in Oxford on the subject of his apostacy ; and as we
may be certain that Johnson did not speak without a meanng,
1 now believe that some whisper of this carly inclination to
Arabic learning and the languug:e of the Koran may have
reacked Jghmson, and occasioned this sarcasm. — C. 1835
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of, and universally celebrated for extraordinary ad-
dress and insinuation. (1) Jouwnson. “ Never be-
lieve extraordinary characters which you hear of
people. Depend upon it, Sir, they are exaggerated.
You do not see one man shoot a great deal higher
than another.” I mentioned Mr. Burke. Jouwn-
sox. “ Yes, Burke is an extraordinary man. His
strecam of mind is perpetual.” It is very pleasing
to me to record, that Johnson's high estimation of
the talents of this gentleman was uniform from their
" early acquaintance. Sir Joshua Reynolds informs
me, that when Mr. Burke was first elected a member
of parliament, and Sir John Hawkins expressed a
wonder at his attaining a seat, Johnson said, “ Now
we who know Mr. Burke, know that he will be one
of the first men in the country.” And once, when
Johnson was ill, and unable to exert himsdlf as
fouch asusual without fatigue, Mr. Burke baving
been mentioned, he said, « That fellow calls forth
all my powers. Were I to see Burke now it would
kill me.” So much was he accustomed to consider
conversation as a contest, and such was his notion
of Burke as an opponeut.
Next morning, Thursday, 21st March, we sct out
iu a postchaise to pursue our randble. It was a de-
. {1) Margaret Caroline Rudd, a woman wno lived with one
of the brothers Perreau, who were about this time exccuted
(Jan. 17. 1776) for a forgery. Her fame *for extraordinary
address and insinuation ” was probably very unfounded ; it arose
from this: she betrayed ber aceomplices ; and they, in return,
her with being the real. author of the fc , and al-
m»tdhu they were dupes snd instruments in her bands ; and,
tosupportthitauegtﬁ(lm, they and their friends, who were nue

merous and respectshle, exaggerated, to the highest degree,
Mrs. Rudd's supposed powers of address and fucig‘uon.-c.
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lightful day, and we rode through Blenheim park.
When I looked at the magnificent. bridge built by
John Duke of Marlborough, over a small rivulet,
and recollected the epigram made (}) upon it —
# The lofty arch his high smbition shows,
The stream an emblem of his bounty flows ;"
and saw that now, by the genins of Brown, a
magnificent body of water was collected, 1 said,
¢ They have drowned the epigram.” I olserved
to him, while in the nidst of the noble seenc arcund.
us, “ You and I, Sir, have, I think, seen togetlier
the extremes of what can be seen in Britain—the
wild rough island of Mull, and Blenheim park.”
We dined at an excellent inn at Chapelhouse,
where he expatiated on the felicity of England in
jts taverns and inns, and triumphed over the French
for not having, in any perfection, the tavern lifp.
¢« There is no private housc,” said he, * in which
people can enjoy themselves so well, as at a capital
tavern. Let therc be over ro great plenty of good
things, ever so much grandeur, ever sp much ele-
gance, ever so much desire that every body should
be easy; in the nature of things it cannot be: there
must always be some degree of care and anxiety.
The master of the house is anxious to entertain his
guests ; the guests are anxious to be agreeable to
him; and no man, but a very impudent dog indeed,
.can as freely command what is in another man’s
bouse, as if it were his own. Whereas, at a taverns
there is a general freedom from anxiety, You are

P

e (1) By Dr. Evans, —C.
VOi,. VI. ‘e
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sure you arc welcome: and the more noise you
meke, the more trouble you give, the more good
things you call for, the wclcomer you are. No
servants will attend you with the alacrity which
waiters do, who are iheited Uy the prospect of an
immediate reward in proportion as they please.
No, Sir; there is nothing which has yet been con-
trived by man, by which so much bappiness is pro-
duced as by a good tavern or inn."(!) He then
.repeated, with great cmotion, Shenstond's lines:

4 Whoe'er has travell'd life's dull round,
Where'er his stages raay have been,
May sigh to think he still has found
The warmnest welcome at an inn.” (2)

My illustrivus friend, I thought, did not suf.
ficiently admire Shenstone. That iugenious and
ejegant gentleman’s opinion of Johnson appears in

L

(1) Sir Jobn Hawkins has preserved very few memorabilia
of Johnson. There is, however, to be found in bis bulky tome
a very excellent one upen this subject.  “ In contradiction to
those who, having a wile and children, prefer domestic enjoy~
ments to thdse which a tavegn affords, 1 have heard him assert,
that a tevern chuir was the thrame of human filicity. ¢ As soon,’
said he, “as 1 enter the door of a tavern, 1 experience an
oblivion of care, and a frecdom from solicitude: when 1 am
seated, I find the munster courteous, and the servants obsequions
to my call; anvious to know and ready (¢ supply my wants:
wine there exhilarates my spirits, and prompts me to free con-
versation and an intorchange of discourse with those whom I
mast love ; 1dogmwatise aud an contradicted, und in this conflict
of opinion and scotiments 1 God delight.” ™. )
. (2) We happencd to lie this night at the inn at Henley,
where Shenstone wrote these lines; which 1 give as they are |

-#ound in the carrected edition of his warks, published after his
M In Dodsley’s collection the sManza ran (hus : e

CF i, Whoe'er has travell'd Jife's dull round,
A e e
R o nl n:
e N arment welcomg &t an tun.e
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one of hisletters to Mr,Greaves, dated Feb. 9. 1760.
“ T have lately been reading cne or two.volumes of
the Rambler; who, excepting against some few
hardnesges in his manner, and the want of more
cxamples to enliven, is one of the most nervous,
most perspicuous, most coneise, most harmonious
prose writers I know. A learned diction improves
by time.”

In the afternoon. as we were driving rapully
along in the postebase, he said to me, “ Life bas
not many things better than this”” (1)

We stopped at Stratford-upon-Avon, and drank
tea and coffee; and it pleased me to be with him
upon the classie ground of Shakspeare's native place.
" Hespoke slightingly of Dyer’s ¢ Flecce.” The
subject, Sir, cannot be made poctical.  How can a
man write poctically of serges and druggets? Y
you will hear many people talk to you gravely of
that eccellent poem, < The Fleece”  Having talked
of Grainger's « Sugar Caue,” 1 mentioned to him
Mr. Langton’s having told me, that this poem, when
read in manuscript at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s, had

1) He loved, indeed, the very act of travelling, and [ cannot
tell haw far one might have taken him in a carriage befure he
would have wished for refreshment.  ¥1e was therefore in some

an admirable companion on the road, as he pigqued
himuelf umn fecling no incouvenience, and on despising ne
aceom| ions. On the other hand, however, ke expected no
one else to feel any, and felt exceedingly inflamed with angor f
ana'one eomphine& of the rain, the sun, or the dust. < How,”
said he, *do other people bear them?™ As for general un.
easiness, or vomplaints of long confinement in a carriage, he
ered gll lamentations on their account as proofs of an
‘head, and & tongue desirous tg talk without materials of
oavers tivry A mill thit goes w:itliouﬁvist," said he, “is a8
{ood a compenion as such, wutqgm."— D221,
G
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made all the assembled wits hurst into a laugh, when,
after much blank-verse pomp, the poet began a new
paragraph thus: —
“ Now, Mgse, ket "« ang of rata”

And what incrcased the ridicule was, that one of the
company, who slyly overlooked tive reader, perceived
that the word had been origiually mice, and had been
altered to rate, as more dignitied. (V)

This passage does not appear in the printed work,
Dr. Grainger, or some of his friends. it should scem,
having become sensible that introducing even rats,
in a grave poem, might be liable to banter. He,
however, could not bring himself to relinquish the
idea; for they are thas, in a still more ludicrous
manuner, periphrastically exhibited in his poem as it
now stands : —

(1) Such s this hittle laughable mcident, which has been
often related.  Dr. Perey, the Bishop of Dromore, who was an
intimate friend of Dr. Grainger, and has a particular regard
for ns memory, has communicated to mic the fullowing cx-
planation: —

“ The passage in question was originally not hahle to such a perversion :
for the author having oceasion in that part of his work to mention the
havock made by rats and mice, had jntroduced the subject in 'a kind of
mock-heroic, aud a parody of Homer's Battle of the Frogs and Micy, in.
voking the muse of the old Gredian bard in an elegant and well-turned
rapnner. I that state 1 had secn it ; but afterwards, unknown to me and
ather friends, he had bren persuaded, eontrary to his awn better judgment,
to alter it, a0 as to produce the unlucky effect above mentioned.”

The above was written by the Bishop when he had not the

1tself to recur to: and though ihe account given was true
of it at oue period, yet, as Ir. Graingoer afterwards altered the
rm;g- 1n question, the remarks in the text do not now apply
o the printed poem, The Bishop gives this character of Dr,
Grainger: — ¢ ke was not only a mar: of genius and learning,
but had many excellent virtues; being one of the most
=ous, friendly, and benevolent men I ever knew.” dDr. Johnsop
said to me, ¥ Percy, Siv, was angry with me for laughing at the
Sugar-cane: for he had & mind to make a gnotncgh‘d
Grainger’s rats.” _ .
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st Nor with less waste the whisker'd vermin race,
A countless clan, despoil the lowland cane.”

Johnson said, that Dr. Grainger was an agreeable
man ; a man who would do any good that was in hig
power. His translation of Tibullus, he thought, was
very well done; but ** The Sugar Cane, a Poem,”
did not please him (1); for, he exclaimed, “ What
could he make of a sugar cane? One might as well
write the ¢ Parsley bed, a Poem ;” or ¢ The (abbage-
garden, a Poem.” BoasweLr., “ You must then
pickle your cabbage with the sal atticum.””  Jonx-
s0N. “ You know therc is already ¢ The Hop Garden.
a Poem;’ and I think, one cuuld say a great deal
about cabbage. The poem might begin with the
advantages of civilised society over the rude state, ox-
emplified by the Scoteh, who had no cabbages till
Oliver Cromwell's soldiers introduced them ; and one
might thus show howarts are propagated by conquest,
as they were by the Roman arms.”  He secin~1 to
be much diverted with the fertility of his own fancy.

I told him, that I hea:d Dr. Percy was writing the
history of the wolt in Great Britain. Jomwsow.
« The wolf, Sir; why the wolf? Why does he not
write of the bear, which we had formerly? Nay, it
is said that we had the beaver. Or why does he no:
write of the gray rat, the Hanover rat, as it is called,
because it is said to have come into this country about
the time that the family of Hanover came ? 1 should
like to see * The History of the Gray Rat, by Thomas

1) [Yet Dr. Johnson sent a very friendly review of the
L Cane” to the London Chronicle of "July 5. 1764. -

Cramezzs.
G'8
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Percy, D.D., Claplain in Ordinary to His Majesty”
(lsughing immoderately). Boswerr. «Iam afraid
a court chaplain could not decently write of the gray
rat.” Jouxsox. ¢ Sir, he need not give it the name
of the Hanover rat.”  Thus could he indulge a lux-
uriant sportive imagination, when talking of a friend
whom he loved and esteemcd.

He mentioned to me the singular history of an in-
genious acquaintance. “ He had practised physic
in various sitnations with no great emolument. A
West India gentleman, whom he delighted by his
conversation, gave himabond for a handsome annuity
during his life, on the condition of his accompanying
him to the West Indies, and living with him there
for two years. IHe accordingly embarked with the
gentleman ; but upon the voyage fell in love with a
young woman who happened to be one of the pus-
stagers, and warricd the wench.  From the impru-
dence of fis disposition he quarrelled with the gen-
tleman, and declared he would have no connexion
with him. So he forfeited the annuity, He settled asa
pliysician in one of the Lecward Islands. A man was
sent out to him merely to compound his medicines.
This fellow set up as a rival to him in his practice of
physic, and got so much the better of him in the
opinion of the people of the island, that be carried
away all the business, upon which he returned to
England, and soon after died.”

On Friday, 22d March, having set out early from
Henley, where we had lain the precedmg night, we
arrived at Birmingham about nine o’clock, -and after
breakfast went to céll ‘on his old schoolfellow, Mr.
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Hector. A very stupid maid, who opened the door,
told us that ¢ her master was gone out ; he was gene
to the cnuntry ; che could not tell when he would
return.” In short, she gave us a miserable recep-
tion ; and Johnson observed, # She would have be.
haved no better to pcople who wanted him in the
way of his profession.” He said to her, * My name
is Johnson; tell him I called. Wil you remember
the name ?”  She answered with rustie simplicity,
in the Warwickshire pronunciation, 1 don’t under-
stand you, Sir.” ¢ Blockbead.” said he, “ 'l write.”
I never heard the word blockhead applied to a wo-
wan before, though 1 do not see why it should not,
when there is evident ocension for it. (1) He, how-
cver, made another attempt to make her understand
him, and roared loud in her ear, “ Joknson,” and
then she catched the sound.

We next called on Mr. Lloyd, one of the peoffe
called quakers. He too was not at home, but Mrs.
Lloyd was, and reecived us courteously, and asked
us to dinner.  Johnson said to me, ¢ After the un-
certainty of all human things at Hector's, this in-
vitation came very well.” We walked about the
town, and he was pleased to sce it increasing.

- (1) My worthy friend Mr. Langton, to whom 1 am under
innumenble obligations in the course of my Johnsonian His-
tory, has furnished me with a droll dlustration of this jon.
An honest nter, after giving some anecdote, in his pre-
sence, of the treatment which he had reccived from a
's wife, who was a noted termagant, and whom ha
acepsed of unjust dealing in some transaction with hirn, lddnd.
“{ wok care to let her know what 1 thought of her.”
% What did you say?™ answered, I told hetdn
wns B scoiindrel,”

0'4-
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1 talked of legitimation by subsequent marriage,
which obtained in the Roman law, and still obtains
in the law of Scotland. Jopxson. «1I think it »
bad thing (1), because the chastity of womien being
of the utmost impormnce, ns all property depends
upon it, they who forfeit it should not have any
possibility of being restored to good character; nor
should the children, by an illicit connection, attain
the full right of lawful children, by the posteriur
consent of the offending parties.”  His opinion up-
on this subject deserves consideration, Upon his
principle there may at times be a hardship, and
sermingly a strange one, upon individuals; but the
general good of society is better secured. And,
after all, it is unreasonable in an individual to repine
that he has not the advantage of a state which is
made differcut from his own, by the social institu-
1M undeg which he is born. A woman does nut
complain that her brother who is younger than her
gets their common father's estate. ' Why then should
a natural son complain that a younger brother, by
the same parents lawfully begotten, gets it? The
operation of law is similar iu both cases. Besides,
an illegitimate som, who has a younger legitimate
brothef by the same father and mother, has no

(1) Ts it not surprising and disgraceful that in a civilised
empire like ours, so important.a iple as the state of mar-
riage, which is the foundation of our whole civil constitution,
should be to this hour vague, obscure, and contradictory? One
law for England — a different one, or rather none at all, for Ire-
land—and for Scotland the monstrous doctrine mentioned in
tke text. It is 10 be hoped that Mr. Peel, who has done so
wwuch towards rationahzing our law on other subjects, will see
g;e&wsgg‘doing something similar on this most important
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stronger claim to the father's estate, than if that
legitimate brother had only the same father, from
whom alone the estate descends.

Mr. Lloyd joined us in the street; and in a little
while we met friend Hectoras Mr. Lloyd called
him. It gave me pleasure to observe the joy which
Jolinson and he expressed on secing each other
again.  Mr. Lloyd and 1 left them together, whiwe
he obligingly showed me some of the manufactures
of this very curinu~ assemblage of artificers. We
all met at divuer at Mr. Llovd’s, where we were
entertained with great hospitality. Mr. and Mrs,
Lioyd bad been married the same year with their
majestics, and, like them, had been blessed with a
numncrous family of fine children, their numbers
being exaetly the same.  Johnson said, * Marriage
is the best state for man in general; and every man
is & worse man, in propertion as he is unty for th®
warried state.”

I bave always loved the simplicity of manners,
and the spiritual-mind. Juess, of the quakers; and
talking with Mr. Lioyd, I observed, that the cssen-
tial part of religion was piety, a devout intercourse
with the Diviuity; and that many a man was a
quaker without knowing it. A4

As Dr. Johnson had said to me in the morning,
while we walked together, that he liked individuals
among the quakers, but not the sect; when we were
at Mr. Lloyd's, I kept clear of introducing any
questions concerning the peculiarities of their faith.
But I having asked to look at Baskerville’s edition of
% Barclay’s Apology,” Johnson laid hold of it; and
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the chapter on baptism happening to open, Johnson
remarked, « He says there is ncither precept nor
practice for baptism in the scriptures; that is false.”
Here he was the aggressor, by no means in a gentle
manner; and the godd quakers had the advantage
of him; for he had read vegligently, and had not
observed that Barclay speaks of infanté baptism;
which they calmly made him perceive. Mr. Lloyd,
nhowever, was in a great mistake: for when insisi-
ing that the rite of baptism by water was o ceasc,
when the spiritual administration of Christ began,
he maintained that John the Baptist said,- < My
baptism shall decrcase, but Jis shall increase.”
Whereas the words are, ¢ He must iucrcase, but 1
snust decrease” [ ch.iii. v.30].

One of them having objected to the ¢ obscrvance
of days, and inonths, and years,” Johnson answered,
“he chyreh does not superstitiously observe days,
merely as days, but as memorials of important faets.
Christmas might be kept as well upon one day of
the year as another: but there should bhe a stated
day for commemorating the birth of our Saviour,
because there is danger that what may be done on
any day will be neglected.”

He ‘id to me at another time, ¢ Sir, the holidays
observed by our church are of great use in religion.”
There ean be no doubt of this in a limited sense, I
mean if the number of such consecrated portions
of time be not too extensive. The exeellent Mr.
Nelson’s ¢ Festivals and Fasts,” which has, I under~
stand, the greatest sale of any book ever printed in
England, except the Bible, is a most valuable help
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to devotion: and in addition to it I would recom-
mend two sermons on the same subject, by Mr. Pott,
Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, equally distinguished for
piety and elegance. I am sorry to have it to say,
that Scotland is the only Christian country, ca-
tholic or protestant, where the great events of our
religion are not sulemnly commemorated by its
ceclesiastical establishment, on days scé apart for
the purpose.

Mvr. Hector was su good as to accompany me to
see the great works of Mr. Boulton, at a place which
he has called Soho, about two miles from Birming-
ham, which the very ingenious proprictor showed me
himself to the best advantage. I wished Johnson
had been with us: for it was a scenc which I should
have been glad to contemplate by his light. The vast-
uess and the contrivance of some of the machinery
would have ¢ matched his mighty mind.” T shoi?
never ferget Mr. Boulton's expression to me, ¢« 1
sell here, Sir, what all the world desires to have—

‘Powgr.” Tle had about scven hundred people at
work. I contempluwed him as an iron chieftain,
and he seemed to be a father to his tribe. One of
them came to him, complaining gricvously of his
Jandlord for having distrained his goods. ®Your
landlord s in the right, Smith (said Boulton).
But I'll tell you what: find you & friend who will
lay down one half of your rent, and I'll lay down
the other half; and you shall have your goods
n.”

From Mr. Hector I now learnt many particulars

of Dr. Jsnson's early life, which, with others that
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be gave me at different times since, have contributed
to the formation of this work.

Dr. Johnson said to me in the morning, “ You
will seey Sir, at Mr.Ilector’s, his sister, Mrs. Careless,
a clergyman's widows She was the first woman with
whom I was in love. It dropped out of my head
imperceptibly ; but she and I shall always have a
kindness for each other.” He Jaughed at the notion
that a man can never be really in Jove but once,
and considered it as a mere romantic faney.

Ou our return from Mr. Boulton's, Mr. Heetor
took me to his house, where we found Johnson sitting
placidly at tea, with his first love; who, though now
advanced in years, was a genteel woman, very agree-
able and well-bred.

Johngon lamented to Mr. Hector the state of
one of their schoolfellows, Mr. Charles Congreve,
Mlergygan, which he thus described : « He ob.
tained, 1 believe, comsiderable preferment indreland,
but now lives in London, quite as a valetudinarian,
afraid to go into any house but his own, He takes
a short airing in his postchaise cvery day. He
has an elderly woman, whom he calls cousin, who
lives with' him, and jogs bis elbow when his glass
has stood too long empty, and encourages him in
drinking, in which be is very willing to be encour-
aged ; not that he gets drunk, for he is a very pious
man, but he is always muddy. Hec confesses to one
bottle of port every day, and he probably drinks
more. He is quite unsocial; his conversation is
quite monosyllabical ; and when, at my last visit, I
ssked him what o’clock it was? that signal of my
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departure had so pleasing an effect on him, that he
sprung up to look at his watch, like a greyhound
bounding at a hare.” When Johnson took leave of
Mr. Hector, he said, « Don’t grow like Congreve ;
nor let me grow like him, wheh youn are near me.”

When he again talked of Mrs. Careless to-night,
ke seemed to have his affection revived; for he
said, « If I had married her, it might have been as
happy for me.” Boswrrr. * Pray, Sir, do you not
suppose that there are fifty women in the world,
with any one of whowm u wan may he as happy, as
with any one woman in particular?” Jouxsos.
“ Ay, Sir, fifty thousand.” BosweLr. < Then, Sir,
you are not of opinion with some who imagine that
certain men and certagin women are made for each
other; and that they cannot be happy if they miss
their counterparts.” Jouxsox. ¢« To be sure not,
Sir. I believe marriages would in genaral be as
happy, and often more so, if they were all made by
the lord chancellor, upon a due consideration of the
characters and circumstances, without the parties
having any choice in the matter.” (1)

I wished to bave staid at Birmingham to-night, to
have talked more with Mr. Heetor; but my friend was
impatient to reach his native city; so we drove on
that stage in the dark, and were long pensive and
silent. When we came within the focus of the Lich-
field lamps, “ Now,” said he,  we are getting out of
a state of death.” We put up at the Three Crowns,
not one of the great inns, but a good old-fashioned

" 11) Yot see aned, Vol. T(L p. 119. —C.
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-one, which was kept by Mr. Wilkins, and was the
very next house to that in which Johnson was bore
and brought up, aud which was still his own vro-
perty. () We had a comfortable supper, and got
into high spirits. I Yelt all my toryism glow in this
old capital of Staffordshirc. 1 could have offered
incense genio loci ; and I induleed in libations of tha
ale, which Boniface, in “ The Beaux Stratagem,
recommends with such an cloquent jollity.

Next morning he introdneed me to Mrs. Luoer
Porter, his step-daughter.  She was now an old maid
with much simplicity of manner. She had never
beenin London. Her brother, a captain in the navy,
had left her a fortunc of ten thousand pounds ; about
a third of which she had Iaid oat in building a stately
house, and making a handsome garden, in an clevated

ituation in Lichfield. Johnson, when here by Liw-
seif, usceto live at her house.  She reverenced hin,
and he had a parental tenderness for her.

We then visited Mr. Peter Garrick. who had that
morning received a letter from his brother David,
announcing our coming to Lichfic!ld. He was en-
gaged to dinner, but asked us to tea, and to sleep at
his house. Johnson, however, would not quit his
old acquaintance Wilkins of the Three Crowns. The
family likeness of the Garricks was very striking :
and Johnson thought that David's vivacity was not

e 9

80 'peculiab to himself as was supposed.  « Sir,” suid

{1) 1 went through the house where my illustrious friend
was with a reverende with which it doubtless will Jong Lo
visited, An er vigw of ity with the adjacent buildings,
Is in the “ Gentlernan'y Magaxine” for February, 1785, [Bes
also the title-page of Vol. I. of this edition, ]
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he, # I don't know but if Peter had cultivated all the
arts of gaicty as much as David has done, he might
have been as brisk and lively. Depend upon it, Sir,
vivacity is much an art (}), and depends greatly on
habit.” I believe there is a gond deal of truih in
this, notwithstanding a ludierous story told me by a
lady abroad, of a heavy German baron, who had
lived much with the young English at Geneva, and
was ambitious to be as lively as they; with whick
view, be, with assodi oo« xertion, was jumping over
the tables and chairs o nis Indgings; and when the
people of the house yow in and asked, with surprise,
what was the matter, he answered, * Sk upprens
Létre fif"

We dined at our iun, and had with us a Mr.
Jackson (*), vne of Johuson’s schoolfellows, whom
he treated with wueh kindness, though he seemed to
be: a low man, dull and untaught. He hadan coarse
gray coat, black waistcoat, greasy leather breeches,
and a ycllow uncurled wig ; und his éountenance had
the ruddiness which betokens one who is in no haste
to * leave his can.” e drank oniy ale. He had tried
to be a cutler at Birmingham, but had not succceded ;

(1) It appears that quite a contrary conclusion might be
drawn fn:nnpetfxe prumigeﬂ; for the hveliness of the ('xsarrick
family was obviouxly natural and hercditary, and (except per-
haps 1n degree) independent of art or hubit. The family was of
French Extmn’on, and preserved the vivacity of thew original
race. — C.

(2) This person’s name was Henry, Sce post, Sept. 1. 1777.
"The * scheme for dressing lcather ”ryrendem’ioloﬁrohab!e thut he
was related to the Thomas Jackson, mentioned, anis, Vol L.
p. 82, by Mr. Boswell as a servant, aud by Mrs. Pioxzi as &
workman (in truth, probably, a partner) of old Mr. Johuson's,
abpus the time when the failure of some scheme for dressng
loather of pitchment accelerated his bankrupicy. — C.
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and now he lived poorly at bome, and had some
scheme of dressing leather in a better manner than
common ; to his indistinct account of which; Dr.
Johnson listened with paticnt attention, that he might
assist him with his advice. Here was an instance of
genuine humanity and real kindness in this great
man, who has been most unjustly represented as alto-
gether harsh and destitute of tenderness. A thousand
such instances might have been recorded in the course
of his long life; though that his temper was warm
and hasty, and his manner often rough, cannot be
denied.

I saw here, for the first time, oat afec ; and -oa
cakes, not hard as in Scotland, but soft like a York-
shire cake, were served at breakfast. It was pleasant
to me to find, that « oats,” the < food of horses,”
were so mnch used as the food of the people in Dr.

hnsoms own town. He expatiated in praise of
Lichfield and its inhabitants, who, he said, were * the
most sober, decent people in England, the genteelest
in proportion to their wealth, and spoke the purest -
English.” I doubted as to the last article of this
eulogy ; for they had scveral provincial sounds ; as,
there, pronounced like fear, insterd of like fuir ; once
pronounced woonse, instead of wunse or wonse. John-
son himself never got entirely free of those provincial
accents. Garrick sometimes used to take him off,
squeezing a lemon into a punch-bowl, with uncouth
gesticulations, looking round the compan‘y,und oﬂhng
out, “ Who's for peonsk ” (1) ?

o 1) Garrick analf like the Lichfieldians, at
MZma, ﬁvnm'. — This i:-tm thie m m
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Very little business appeared to be gomg forward
in Lichficld. I found, however, two strange mann-
factares fur s0 1uland a place, sml-cloth and strcamers
for ships ; and 1 obwerved them malung some saddh -
eloths, and dressing sheep-skins , but upon the whole,
the busy hand of industry scemed to be qguite <lach-
ened. ¢ Surely, Sir,” saud I, « you are an idle set of
people,’ ¢ Sir,” said Jolnson,  we  re a oty of
philosaphers s wo work with ouws heads and male the
hoobu s of Butum oy coworklor us wirh thot hands”
There vas at thus fime a eomywos of plavers po-
forming at Lachfield.  The mana M. Stanton
sent Ly complinonts, and begood v wve to wait on
I, Johnson. Johnsun recerved luwi very courteonsfy,
and he dranh a glass of wine with uv e waw a
plan, deeent, well-be haved man, and exprogsd his
grantide to Dr. Johnson for having once got lum
permmssion from Dr. Taylor at Ashhouine gto pl#
there upon mederate terms,  Garruh™s name was
soon introduced. Jornson.  Garsiek’s couvers tion
13 gay aud grotesipue Jtiwa A or all sours, but
all good thangs.  There 15 nu solid ment m a2 thae
s a waut of sentinent init.  Notl ttha « has sen-
tient sometimes, and sentiment toc very pow erful
and very pluasing; but it has not its full proportion
in anemtion." ,

— - doa

»

nuncation of Intiand, whese the pranuncintion of the Enghth
Janguage by those who beve pot expatnated 1s doubtless that
which generally prevaled in England 1 the e of Queen
Ellzabeth, — M.t Mrwe and “ shupero * a1e imconte* §
zor v One SRy Yaskune” and ¢ shugar™ for Hawe® ani
oy L.
VOL. VI. a
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When wae were by ourselves he told ma, « Forty
years ago, 8ir, I was in love with an sotress here,
Mre. Exomet, who acted Flora, 1 ¢ Hob inaWell.'”
What merit this Jady had as en actress, or what nas
ber figure, or her manuer, I have not been informed ;
but, if we may believe Mr. (rarrick, ns old master's
taste 1n theatrical merit was by no means refined «
he was not an elegans formarum spectutor, Garmck
used to tell, that Johnwm said of an actor, whe
played Sir Harry Wildair at Lachfield, ¢ There 1s a
courtly vivacity about the fellow,” when, in faqt.
aceording to Gainick’s account, * he was the most
vulgar ruffian that ever wcnt upon doards.”

We had promsed Mr. Stantun to be at his theatie
on Monday. Dr. Johnson jocularly proposed to sue
to write a prologue 1or the occasion: “ A Prologud,
by Jamnes Boswell, kuqr. from the Hebndes,” I was
really igelined to take the hint. Methought, « Pro-
logues spohen before Dr. Samuel Johnson. at Lich-
§icld, 1776, would have sounded as well as “ Pro-
logue, spohen before the Duke of Yoik at Oxford,”
in Charles the Second’s time. Much might Lave
been smd of what Lichfiell had done for Shak-
speare, by producing Johugon and Garrick. Dut I
found he was averse to it

We went and viewed the musedm of Mr, Richard
Green, apothecary here, who told me he was prand
of beung a relation of Dr. Johneon's. It was, truly,
a woptierful collection, both of antiquities od na-
taral ouriosities, and ingenious works of art.  Ho
hed all the articles accurately arranged; with their
nanies upon labels, printed at his own little, prese ;
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and on the staircase leading to it was a board, with
the names of contributors marked in gold letters,
A printed catalogue of the collection was to be had
av 2 bookseller’s. Johnson expressed his admiration
of the activity and diligence and good fortune of
Mr. Grecen, in getting together, in his situation, 8o
great a variety of things; and Mr. Green told-me
that Johnson once said to hum, “ 8w, I should as
soon have thought of huilding 2 man of war, as of
eollecting such o nwseuun”  Mr. Green's obliging
alacrity in showing it was very pleasing. His en~
graved portrait, with which be has favoured me, has
a motto truly charaeteristical of lis disposition,
“ Nemo sibi verat.”

A physivian being mentioned who had Jost his
practice. because his whinsically changiug Ins re
ligion had made peuple distrustful of him, I main
taaned that this was unreasonable, as religis o is uif®
connected with medical shill.  Jomnsow. “dur, it
18 not unreasenable - for when people see a man
absurd in what thcv understand, they may conclude
tho same of him in what they do not understand.
If a physician were to take to eating of horacflesh,
nobody would employ him; though one may eat
horseflosh, and be a very shilful physician. If a
man were educated in an absurd religion, his con-
tinuing t0 profess it would not huit him, though his
changing to it would. (1)"

o amien sy s ey oF sk s B
Mr, D'larach mihuit pmsimmthnt Ralph Schomberg 7the

hd 4o oF Dr. the person mentiamed
%Bt‘n‘mey),mmmnﬂmw.mm&m Ralph

HZ
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We drank tea and coffee at Mr. Peter Garriek's.
where was Mrs. Aston, one of the maiden sisters of
Mrs. Walmesley, wife of Johnson's first friend, and
sister also of the lady of whom Johnson used to speak
with the warmest admiration, by the name of Molly
Aston, who was afterwards married to Captain

Brodig of the navy.

— — ——

& homberg was driven from practice and out of society, for some
dushonest tampering with the funds of an hosprtad, with which
he was connected. — C.
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O~ Sunday, Maich 24., we breakfasted with Mrs.
Cobh, a widow lady, who lived in an agreeable se-
questered place close by the town, called the Friary,
it having been formerly a religious house. $he and
her nicce, Miss Adey, were great admirers of Dr.
Johnson ; and he beliwed to them with a kindness
and easy pleasantry, such as we see between old
and intimate acquaintance. e accompanivd Mre.
Cobb to St. Mary's Church, and I went to the ca-
thedral, where I was very much delighted with the
music, finding it to be peculiarly solemn, and ac-
cordant with the words of the service.

‘We dined at Mr. Peter Garrick’s, who was in a
vory Hvely humour, and verified Johnson's saying,
that if he had onltivated gaiety as'much as his bro-
ther David, he might have equally excelled in it.
He wpe to-day quite a London narrator, telling us
a vancty of ativedotes witbat!m earnestness and at«

H .
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tempt at mimiery which we usually find in the wits
of the metropolks. Dr. Johnson went with me to
the cathedral in the afternoon. It was grand and
pleasing to contemplate this illustrious writer, now
full of fame, worshipping in “the solemn temple ”
of his native city.

{ returned fo tea and coffee at Mr. Peter Garrick's,
and then found Dr. Johnson at the Reverend Mr.
Seward's, canon residentiary, who inhabited the
bishop’s palace, in which Mr. Walmesley lived, and
which had becn the scene of many happy hours in
Johinson's early life. Mr. Seward had, with ecele-
siastical hospitality and politentess, asked me in the
morning, mérely as a stranger, to dipe witk him ;
and in the afternoon, when I was introduced to him,
he asked Dr. Johnson and me to spend the evening,
and sup with him. He was a genteel, well-hred,
dignified clergyman, had travelled with Lord Charles
Fitzroy, uncle of he present Duke of Grafion, who
died when abroad, and he bad lived much in the
great world. He was an ingenious and literary man,
had published an edition of Beaumont and Fletcher,
and written verses in Dodsley’s collection. His lady
was the daughter of Mr. Hunter, Johnson's first
schoolmaster. And now, for the first time, I had
the pleasure of seeing his celebrated daughter, Miss

nna Seward, to whom I have since been indebted
x, many eivilities, as well as some obliging com-
«hnunieations concerning Johnson.

Mr. Beward mentloned to us the obsertvations
which he had made upon the strata of earth in vol.
vanos, from whieh it appeared, that they were so
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very different in depth at diffepent periods, that no
calculation whatever could be made as to the time
required for their formation. This fully refuted an
anti-mosaical remark introduced into Captain Bry-
done's entertaining tour ('), 1 hope heedlessly, from
a kind of vanity which is too common in those who
have not sufficiently studied the mostyimportant of
oM subjects. Dr. Johnson, ind~cd, bad said befare,
independent of this observation, “Shall all the ac-
cumulated evidence of the history of the world —
shall the authority of what is unquestionably the
most ancient writing, be overturned by an uncertain
remark such as this? ”

On Monday, March 25., we breakfasted at Mrs.
Lucy Porter's. Johnson had sent an express to Dr.
Taylor's, acquainting him of our being at Licbficld,
and Taylor had returned an answer that his post-
chajse should come for us this day. While weent
at breakfast, Dr. Johnson received a letter by the
post, which seemed to agitate him very much. When
he had read it, he «xclaimed, “One of the most
dreadful things that has happened in my time.” The
phrase my fime, like the word age, is usually under-
stood to refer to an event of a public or general
nature. I imagined something like an assassination
of the king ~-like » gunpowder plot carried into exe-
cution — or like another fire of London, When
asked, 4 What is it, Sir ? ” he answered, « My, Thrale
has lost his only son}” This was, no doubt, a very
grest affliction to Mr. and Mrs, Thrale, which their

(1) In Bicily and Maitas » G,
n'e
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frignds would eonsider accordingly ; but from the
manner in which the intelligence of it was communi-
cated by Johnson, it appeared for the moment to be
comparatively small. I, hnwover, soon felt a sincere
concern, and was curious to olwerve how Dr. John-
son would be affected. lle saud, “ This is a total
evtinetion to thewr family, as much as if they were

zold into captivity.” Upon my wentioning that Mr.
Threale had daughters, who might inliexst his wenlth :
* Daughtcrs,” said Johnson, warmly, “he "Il uo more
value his daughters than— " I was gomg to speah.
* Nin,” said he, “don’t you know how you yoursclf
ok ? Sirs he wishes to propagate his name.” In
thort, I saw male succession strong in hw mind,
even where there was no name, no famuly of any
long standing. I suid, 1t was lucky he was not pre-
sent when thes masfortune happened.  Jounson,
““dt w lychy tor me.  Peoplo in distress never thiuk
you feel enoughy” Boswert. ¢ And, Sir, they will
have the hope of secing you, which will be a rclief
in the wean tine; and when you get to them, the
pain will be so far abated, that they will be capable
ot heing couvsoled by Yyou, which, in the fir vio-
lemee of it, 1 belicve, would not be the euse,” Jonn-
»IK. “No, bir; vivlent pan of mingd, like violent pan
of hody, must be severely fult”” BosweLr. “J own,
Sir, 1 have not so much fecling for the distress of
othars, as some people kave, or pretend to haves
but 1 know this, that [ would o all in my power t
rilieve them.” JouNsown. “ Sir, it is afivetation to
pretond to feel the distress of others as much as they
o themeelvon, It i3 equally 8o, as of one shouid
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pretend to feel as much pain while a friend’s leg 1s
cuttmg off, as he does. Nu, Sir; you have expressed
the rational and just nature of sympathy, I would
have goue to the extremity of the earth to have
preserved this boy.”

He was soon quite calm. The letter was from
M;i. Thrale's clerk, and concluded, “I need not say
#ow much they wish to see you in London.” He
said, # We shall hasten back fiom Taylor's.”

Mis. Luey Porn wid sowe other Indics of the
place taiked a great deal of him when he was out of
the 100m. not only with veveration but affection.
It pleased me to find that he was s0 wuch deloved
w lus native aty.

Mrs. Aston, whom I had seen the preceding mght,
and her aster, Mrs, Gastrel, o widow July, had eagh
a hoose, and gaiden, and pleasure-ground, prettily
Jutuated upon Stowhill, a gentle cuwmence, adjompg
‘to Lichield. Johnoou walhed aw a) to dumer there,
leaving me hy myself witbout any apology ; I won-
dered ut this wert of dut facility of manners, from
which & man hus vo ditheulty in carmyng a friend
to & house whine he is intimate ; I felr it very un-
pleasant to be thus ke f in solitude in a country town,
where I was an entire stranger, and began to think
mysclf unkindly deserted ; but I was soon relieved,
aud convineoed that my friend, instead of being de-
ficient in delicacy, had conducted the matter with
perfect propriety, for I received the following note

kis bandwriting

ppe—
v

fﬂ- Gastrel, at the Jower house'on Stowhill, de-
Mr. Boswell's company to dinger «t two.”
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I aceepted of the invitation, and bad here another
proof how amiable his character was in the opinion
of those who knew him best. 1 was not informed,
1} sfterwards, that Mrs. Gastrel's husband was the
clergyman who, while he hved at Stratford-upon
Avon, where he wasproprietor of Shakspea e's garen,
with gothic barbarity cot dowu his mulberry-taee (1),
and, as Dr. Johnson told me, did 1t to vea s neigh-
bour~. His ladv, I have reason to believe, on the
same authonty, partcipated 1n the guilt of what the
enthusiasts of our immortal bard deem almost a spe-
cies of

After dinner Dr. Johnson wrote a letter to Mrs.
Thrale, on the death of her son ; —

Hhrrzs 244, TO MRS THRALE

« Lachfleld, March 95. 17°6 |

¢ Dean Mapa, — This letter will not, 1 hope, reach
you many days before me; in a distress which can be
80 hittle rebeved, nothing remaws for a friend but to
votne aud partake it.

¢ Poor, dear, sweet, little boy! When I read the
Jetter this day to Mrs, Aston, she kaid, ¢ Such a death 15
the next to trimalation.” Yet, however 1 may convince
myself of this, the tears are In my eyes, and yet 1 could
not love lum as you loved him, nor reckon upon hm
mﬁm comfort 1% you and hus father reckoned upon

* Ha is gone, and we are going! We could mot
PRIEES e T e

prefized to his admirable edrtion
of thist poat’s works, vol. i, p. 118 " ¢
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have enjoyed him long, axid shall not Jeng be separated
from him. He has probably escaped many such pangs
a3 you are now feeling.

‘¢ Nothing remains, but that with humble confidence

we resign outselves to Almighty Goodness, snd fall
down, without 1rreverent murmars, before the Soveraign
Dimnibutor of Good and Evil, with hope that though
sorrow endureth for a mght, yet joy may come mn the
morning.
* I have known you, Madwm, too long to think that
you want any arguments for submission to the Supreme
Will, nor can wy consolation have any effect, but that
of showing that I wish to ecomfort you. What can be
done yon must do for yourself, Remember, first, that
your child is happy ; and then, that be 1s ssfe, not only
from the ills of this world, but from those more for-
midable dungers which extend therr mischief to eternity.
You have brought into the world s rational being ; have
seen hum happy dunng the httle hfe that has been
grauted to lum ; and can have no doubt but that his
bappinesy 15 now. . ®

“ When you have obtamned by prayer such tran-
qullity as nature will admit, force your attention, as
you can, upon your aci astomed duties and sccustorned
entertainments  Yuu can do no more for onr dear boy,
but you must not thercfore think less on those whom
your attention may make fitter for the place to which
be 1a gone. I am, dearest, dearest Madsm, your mest
sffecsonate humble servant,  Sam. Jomwson.”

I said this loss would be very distressing o Thrale,
but she wonld soon forget it, as she had so
things to think of. Jomwson. ¢ Ng, Sir, Thrale
will forget it firat. She has many things that she
may think of He has many things that he et
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think-of™ 'This +vas a very just vemmrk upon the
‘différent effects of these light” pursiits which éccupy
a vacant and easy mind, and those serigus engage-
. ments-which arrest. attention, and keep us ﬁ-om
brooding over grief, .

He observed: of Lord Bute, * !twas said of Au-
gustus, that it would have bedn better for Rome that
he had never been born, or had never died. So it
would bave been better for this nation if Lord Bute
had never been minister, or had never resigued.”

., In the evening we went to the Town-hall, which
was coniverted into a temporary theatre, and saw
“ Theodosius,” with « The Stratford Jubilece.” 1
wag happy to see Dr. Johuson sitting in a conspi-
cuous part of the pit, and receiving 'affectionate
homage from all his aequainfance. We were quite
gay and werry. I afterwards mentioned to him
thet I udemncd myself* for being so, when poor
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale were in such distress. Jous-
s6N. ¢ You are wrong, Sir; twenty years hence
Mr. and Mrs, Thrale will not suffer much pain from
the dedith of their son. Now, Sir, you are to eon-
sider, that. distance of place, ay well us distance of
.#ime;, gperates upon the haman feelings. I would
'not have you be gay in the presence of the dis
tressed, because it would shock them; but you may
'be gay dt a distance: Pain for the loss of a friend,
or of o' relation, whomt' we love, is occasioned by
3 m mhwﬁ we:fpd— In fime ﬂm mmg -ig
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Mr. Seward and Mr, Pearson (), another glergy-
man here, supped with ps at our inn, aud after they
left us, we sat up late as we used to do in London.

Here 1 shall record some fragments of my friend’s
conver«ation during this jaunt.

% Marriage, Sir, is much more necessary to '
man than to a woman: for he is much less able
to supply himsclf with domestic comforts. You will
recollect my raying to some ladies the ‘other day,
that I had often woudered why young women should
marry, as they have so much more freedom, and so
much more attention paid to them while unmarried,
than when married. I indeed did not mention the
strong reavon for their marrying — the merhanical
reason.” BosweLr. ¢ Why, that ¢s a strong one.
But does not imagination make it much more im-
portant than it is in reality ? Is it not, to a certain
degree, a delusion in us as well as in womeng"”
JounsoN. «“Why yes, Sir; butitisa delusion that
is always beginning again.” DBoswerr. “ I don’t
know but there is upun the whole more misery than
happiness produccd by that passion.” Jomwsox.
« I don't think so, Sir.”

¢ Never speak of a man in his own presence. It
is always indelicate, and may be offensive.”

(: ) This was the gentleman whose lady inherited Miss Por-
ter , and has contributad so masy of her manuscrpts
to this editson. Tt was to hum that Mue Porter addreseed, in
the presence of Dr. Jobnson, that veproof, which
Dr. Johnson repénted to Mrs. Prossi. Mr. Pearson
Miss Porter m some srgumcnt, she v%raﬁnded-

cxclumed, * Mr. Pearson, you sre just like Dr. Johuson —
you coptradict every word onu speaks,” w Prongs p. 178 = Co
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“ Questioning is not the mode of conversation(!)
among gentlemen. It is apsuming a superiority,
and it is particularly wrong to question a man con-
cerving himself. There may be parts of his former
life which he may not wish to be made huown to
other persons, or even brought to his own re-
collection.”

“ A man should be careful never to tell tales of
himself to his own disadvantage. People may be
amused and laugh at the time, but they will be re-
membered, and brought out against him upon some
subsequent occasion.” *

% Much may be done if a man puts his whole
mind to a particular object. By doing so, Nor-
ton () has made himself the great lawyer that ke is
allowed to be.”

I mentionud an acquaintenec of mine, a seotary,
wifs was a very religloos man, who not only at-
tended regularly on public worship with those of lus
commounion, bst made a particular study of the
Scriptures, and even wrote a commentary on some
p&rts of them, yet was known to be very licentious
in indulging himeelf with women : maintaining that
men ate to be saved by faith alone, and that the
Chyistian veligion had not pmcribed any fized rule

1) Thu w wh tonversation
‘pr)hun. -:trl’ of those who apr mm{»‘?&s"ﬁ '::i.
wonder at wa:;rnnmyscuﬂumynﬁdwud knowh

Mt&-mm e questions, while in fack k¢ war
aé KIne. e C.

Six Plotchar Nojton, afterward oftbeﬂm
Cm) and 1 1788 ereated ?lmn l;‘-M. o

3
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tor the intercourse between the sexcs. Jouwsuy
* Rir, there is no trusting to that crazy piety.”

I observed that it was strange how well Scoteb-
men were known 1o one another in their owr
country, thongh born in very distant couuties;
for we do not find that the gentlemen of neigh
bounng counties in England are mutually known to
each other. Johnson, with his usual acutencss, at
once saw and explnined the reason of this: « Why,
Sir, you have Edwhurgl, where the gentlumen from
all your countics wmeet, and which is not so large
hut they are all known. Thore is no such common
place of collection in England, except Londom,
wheire, from its great gize and diffusion, many of
those who reside in contiguous counties of England
may lung rewain unknown to each other.”

On Tuesday, March 26., there came for us an
equipage properly suited to a wealthy, well-begefioud
clergyman : Dr. Taylor's large roomy post-chaise,
drawn by four stout plump horees, and driven by
two steady jolly postilions, which conveyed us to
Asbbourne ; where I found my friend's sehool-
fellow living upon an cstablishment pertectly cor-
responding with his substantial ereditable equipaget
his house, garden, plessure-ground, table, in shert
every thing good, and no scantiness appearing.
Every man should form such a plan of living as
he can exceute completely. Let him not draw an
outline wider than he can fill up. I have seen
many skeletons of show and magnificence which
exgite at once ridicule and pity. Dr. Taglor bad a
good cstate of his own, and good preferment in the
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church, being a prebendary of Westwminster, and
rector of Bosworth. He was a diligent justice of
the peace, and presided over tho town of Adh-
bourne, to the inhabitants of which I was told he
was very liberal ; and as & proof of this 1t was men-
tioned to me, he bad the preceding winter dis-
tributed two hundred pounds among such of them
a5 “ood in newd of his asswtensc. He had cone-
quently considerable pojjtical mterest in the county
of Derby, which he employed to support the
Devonghire family; forethough the schoolfcllon
and friend of Jobnson, he was & Whig. 1 could not
pereeive in his character much congeniahity of any
sort with that of Johnson, who, however, gaid to
me, * Sir, he has a very strong understanding.”
His size, and figure, and countenance, and manner
were that of a hearty Lnglish squire, with the
parson super-induced : and I took particular notice
of his upper-scrvant, Mr. Peters, a decent grave
man, 1n purple clothes, and a large white wig, hke
the butler or major-dome of a bishop.

Dr. Johason and Dr. Taylor met with great cor-
diality ; and Johnson soon gave him the same sad
aceount of their schoolfellow, Congreve, that he had
given to Mr. Hector; adding a remark of such
meouignt to the rational conduet of 4 man in the
decdine uf!ﬂo, thatit deserves td be xmpmtpd upon

mind 2  Thers s nothing against which en
M he a0 much wpon his gword ax
Mamsslf & nurse” Inmumerable bave been
vk.imuoei of men onoe distinguished

Mpdokation, and spirit, who in their
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latter dayg.have boen governed like children, by 1n-
terested female artifice.

Dr. Taylor commended & physician (') who was
bnown to him and Dr. Johnsgn, and said, « I fight
many battles for lum, as many people in the country
dishke him.” Jonnsown. “ But you should con-
sider, Sir, that by every one, of your victories he 18
a loser ; for every man of whom you get the Litter
widl be very angry. and resclve not to employ him;
whereas if people u ¢ the better of you 1 argument
about hun, they 'l think, ¢« We'll send for Dr.
[Butter] nevertheless’ ”  This was an observation
decp and sure 1 human nature.

Next day we talked of a book (?) in which an
emunent judge was arraigned hoforo the bar of the
publie, as having pronounced an unjust decrsion in
a graat cause.  Dr. Jobuson mamtawned that this
publication would not giyve any uneasuicss tt“be
judge. * Fon,” sad he, « eather he acted honesﬂ),
or he meant to do wnjustice, If he acted honestly,
his own conscionsngse will protect him, if he meant
to do wyjustice, he will be glad to see the man who
attacks him so much vexed.”

Next day, es Dr. Johuson had acquainted Dr.
Taylor of the reason for his returning speedily
to London, it was resolved that we should set out
after dinner. A few of Dr. Taylor's neighbours
were his guests that day.

1) Dr, Butter, who afterwands came to in London,
SRS Re s e gt o i

N A Stusrt's « the
( l.nrhew““c'l Leotters to Lord Mansfield oo

VYOL. VI, r
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Dr. Johnson talked with approbation of one who
had attained to the state of the philosophical wise
man, that is, to havé no want of any thmg * Then,
Sir,” said I, « the, sayage is a wige man” « Sir,"
said he, “1 do not mean simply being without, —
but not heving a want.” T maintained, against this
proposition, thet it was better to bave fine clothes, for
instance, than Bot to feel the want of them. Jouw-
sox. “ No, Sir; fine clothes are good only as they '
supply the want.of other means of procuring respeet.
Was Charles the Twelfth, think you, less respected
for his coarse blue coat and blaek stock ¥ And you.
find the King of Prussia dresses plain, because
the di of his character is sufficient.” I here
brought’ myself into & scrape, for I heedlessly said, .
* Would wot yow, Sir, be the better for velvet em-
. bﬂﬁﬂery?" Jounson. * Sir, you put an end to all
aw when you introduce your vppouent him-
self.  Have you no better manners? There is your

want” €}) Iapologised by saying, I had mentioned
him as‘an instance of one who wanted as little
as any man in the world, and yet, perhaps, nught
vecelva some additional lustre from dress.
left Ashibourne in the evening, we stopped
to nhnge ‘horses at Derby, and availed ourselves of
2 mmoment to enjoy the conversation of my country-
M Di. Butter, then physician there. He was in
;. Mngnanon beeause Lord Mounutuarts bilk
;‘v &Scoteh wmilitia had been lost. Dr. Johneon

mum&mmnm «I am glad,” said he,
. mmmonﬂﬁsoccusi ,wh been commaon
”%&_ t on, ve
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* that parliament has had the spirit to throw it out.
You wanted to take advautage of the timidity of our
scoundrels” (mcaning, I suppose, the ministry). It
may be observed, that he used the epithet scoundrel,
vggy commonly, not quite in the sense in which it
is generally understood, but as a strong term of
disapprobation (); as when he abruptly answered
Mprs. Thrale, who had asked him how he diid,
“ Ready to become a scoundrel, Madam ; with a
little more spoiling you will, I think, make me o
complete rascal;” he meant, easy to become a
ecapricious and self-indulgent valetudinarian; a cha-
racter for which I have heard him eapress great
disgust. (%)

Johnson had with him upon this jaunt <17 Pul-
merino ' Inglalterra,” a romance praised by Cer-
vantes ; but did not like it much. He said, he read
it for the language, by way of preparation for.des

(1) ¢ It 13 so very difficul,,” he said, bn anather ocession, te
Mrs. Proza, “ for a sick maa not to be a scoundrel.”  Fle used
to say that “a man was a soundrel who was afrad of an
thing” (see post, June 16. 1784); and it may he hore obrerve

hat woundrel seems to have becn a favourite word of hus. In

1s Dictionary, he defined inave, & scoundrel ; loon, a scoundrel ;
luut, a scoundrel; poliroon, a scoundrel g:mnknp. a stoundrel ;
razcal, nneoumlre{; and scoundrel itself he defines a mean rascal,
« low petty villan, — C.

(2) Noﬂung more certunly offended 1r. Johnson than the
1dea of & man’s mental faculties deeaying by time. ¢ 1t is not
true, 8ir," mhe suy . ¢ whut & mgn could once do, he wou'd
always do, indeed, by dint of victous indolence, and zom-
phance with the nema and nicces who crowd round an old
tuvilow, and help to hm 1m, fll he, contented with the cv-
change of fame far ease, ¢'en resoives o let them set the plluwa
at s hack, and gives no farther L:roof of his existence than Just
to suck yau jelly that prolongs it,” — Prozat. |

1 ®
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Italian expedition. (1) We lay this night at Lough-
porough.

On Thursday, March 28., we pursued our journey.

1 mentioned that old Mr. Sheridan complained of
the ingratitude of Mr. Wedde¢rburne and Genegl
Fraser, who had been much obliged to him when
they were young Scotchmen entering npon life in
England. Jouwsow. “ Why, Sir, a man iy very
apt to complain of the ingratitude of those who have
risen far above him. A man, when he gets into a
higher sphere, into other habits of life, cannot keep
up all hir former connexions. Then, Sir, those who
knew him formerly upon a lovel with themselves,
may think that they ought still to he treated as on
8 level, which cannot be : and an acquaintance in a
former situation may bring vut things which it would
be very disagreeable to have mentioned before higher
o »wgny, though, perhaps, every body knows of
them.’ 1e placed this subject in a new light to
me, and showed, that a man who has risen in the
world must not be condemned too harshly for being
distant to former acquaintance, even though he may
have been much obliged to them. It is, no doubt,
to be wished, that a proper degree of attention
shoulid he shawn by great men to their early friends.
But if, either from uvbtuse insensibility to difference
of situation, or presumptuous forwardness, which
will not submit even to an exterior observance of it,
the dignity of high place cannot be preserved, when
{htey are admitted into the company of those raised

h‘m-? hnﬂlﬂﬂbfl‘dm.mnm published by Mr, Southey
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above the state in which they once were, encroach-
ment must be repelled, and the kinder feelings
sacrificed. To one of the very fortunate persons
whom I have mentioned, namely, Mr. Wedderburne,
now Lord Loughborough, I must do the justice to
relate, that 1 have been assured by another early
acquaintance of his, old Mr. Macklin, who assistect
in improving his pronuncintion, that he found him
very grateful. Mackl, 1 suppose, had not pressed
upon his elevation viith so moch ecagerness as the
gentleman who complaned of him  Dr. Johnson's
remark as to the jealonsy enteruaned of our friends
who rise far above us is certamnly very just. By
this was withered the early friendship between
Charles Townhend and Akenside ('); and many
gimilar instances might be adduced.

He said, * It 1s commonly a weak man who mar«
nics for love.” Wo then talked of marrying gomen
of furtune ; and I mentioned a common remark, that
a man may be, upen the whole, richer by marrying
2 woman with a very small portion, because 2 woman
of fortune will be proportionably cxpensive ; whereas
u woman who brings none will be very moderate in
expenees, JoHNSON.  Depend upon it, Sir, this
18 not true. A woman of fortune being used to the

(1) This s no instance. Charles Townshend —
the grand-nephew of the Duke of Newcastle and of Mr. Pel-
ham, bath prime munisters— the grandson of a peer, who had
marnied Sir Robert Walpole's sister, and was secretary of
and Jeader of the H, dl«ds-wuumnchmw Atennﬂe

w ther m—lluuh penod ; nor was
Nu:fe rank in D:.‘ , with whom Charles
&:’ & munundmmnm 1o the end of Jus

1%
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handling of money, spende it judiciowsly; but &
woman who gets the command of money for the
first time upon her marriage, bas such s gust in
spending it, that she throws it away with great pro-
fusion.”

He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting
that they were more faithful to their husbands, and
more wirtuoys in every respect, than in former
timos, beecause their understandings were bepter
cultivated. 1t was an undoubted proof of his goed
sense and good disposition, that he was puver
querulous, never prone o iuveigh againsg the pre-
sent times, 85 18 80 commen when superficial minds
are on the fret. On the contrary, he was willing
to epeak favourably of his own age; and, indeed,
maintained its superiority in every reapest, except
in its revercnee for government; the relaxation of
whigh Je imputed, as its grand cause, to the shock
which our movnarchy received at the Revolution,
though necesswry; and, veoondly, to the fimid con-
cessions made to faction by successive administrs-~
tions 1 the reign of his present majesty. I am
happy to think, that he lived to see the erown at
last recover its just influence,

At Leicester we read in the newspaper that Dr.
James was dead. (') I thought that the death of
an ol schoolfellow, and one with whom he hed
lived a good desd in London, would have affectet
my fedlow-traveller much : but he only said, * Adi!
pose Jamy 1" Afterwards, however, when we wete
in the obaise, ho seid, with more tendernese, “ Simee

1) Dr. James dred £3d Mirch, 1776, — C,
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I set out on this jaunt, I have lost an old fricnd and
a young one ; — Dr. James, and poor Harry ” (mean-
ing Mr. Thrale’s son).

Haviog lain at St. Alban’s on Thursday, March
28., we broakfasted the next morning at Barnet. [
expressed to him a weakuess of mind which I could
not help ; an uneasy apprehension that my wife and
children, who were at a great distance from me,
wight, perhaps, be ill. « 8ir,” said he, * consider
how foolish you weuld think it in dhem to be appre-
hensive that you are ill." This sudden turn relicved
me for the moment; but I afterwards pereeived it
to be an ingenious fallacy. () I might, to be sure,
be satisfied that they had no reason to be appre-
heusive ahout e, beeause 1 krew that I mysclf was
well: but we might have s mutual ansiety, without
the charge of folly ; beonuse each was, in some de-
gree, uncertain as to the eondition of the ot

I enjoyed the luxury of our approach to London,
that metropolis which we boih loved so much, for
the high and varird intellectual pleasure which it
furnishes. 1 exporienced immediate happiness while
whirled along with such a companion, and said to
bim, « Sir, yon observed one day at General Ogle-
thorpe’s, that a man is pever happy for the present,
but when he is drunk. Will you not add - or when
driving rapidly in & postohaise ?” Jonxsox. * No,

(lzh,!urdy #t is o th.bmnmmwng:nm

B el sl P Mwlmh‘&mﬁ
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Sir, you are driving rapidly from something, or fo
something.” (!)

Talking of melancholy, he said, % Some men,
and vrey, thinking men too, have not those vexing
thoughts. (2) Sir Joshua Reynolds is the same all
the year round. Beauclerk, except when ill and in
pain, 1s the same. But I believe most men have
them in the degree in which they are capable of
having them. If I were i the country, and were
distressed by that malady, I would force myself to
tahe a book; and every time I did it I should find
it the easier. Melancholy, indeed, should be di-
verted by every means but drinking. "

We stopped at Messieurs Dillys, booksellers 1n
the Poultry; from whence he hurried away, in a
hackney coach, to Mr. Thrale’s in the Borough. I
called at his house in the evening, having promised

hsn"ﬂ:twubutaweck before that he had sad that  Lfe
few thungs better than dnving rapidly in a post-chase.”
‘This 1 an instance of the justice of Mrs, Piognis obsérv.
auon, that it was unlucky for those who delighted to echo
Johnson's sLntimaents, thut he would not endure from them
what he had g sterday, by lis own manner of treating the

sande them fond of repeating.” — C.

2) The phrase * vexing thoughts,” 1s, ¥ think, very expree-
m(e.) lthu?’hoenﬁmﬂmctomefmmwy ehtﬂi’ooﬂ?furnh
to be found in the ¢ Paalms 0 Metre,” used 1n the churches
(1 beheve 1 should say kuks) of Scotland, Psal, slish. v. 3,

“ Why ast thou cast down sy soul ¥ what should discourage
R iy i st thougs a0 o Caquidtan i ey ge thee?

allowsnce must no doubt be made for early prepossession.
m. Mo':;aflﬂe.uﬁeﬂookm m’mm
sersione of the ant well satisfied that the version used
m!uﬂndhm&m the best; and thet 1t s vain

G e e F e
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to acquaint Mrs. Williams of his safe return; when,
to my surprise, I found him sitting with her at tea,
and, as I thought, not in a very good humour: for,
it seems, when he bad got to Mr. Thrale’s, he found
the couch was at the door waiting to carry Mrs. and
Miss Thrale, and Signor Baretti, their Italian master,
to Bath. This was not showing the attention which
might have been expected to the “ guide, philoso-
pher, and friend;” the Jmlec who had hastened
from the country to console a distressed mother,
‘who he understood was very anaious for his return.
They bad, I found, without ceremony, proceeded
on their journey. I was glad to understand from
him that it was still resolved that his tour to Italy
with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale should take place, of
which he had entertained some doubi, on account
of the loss which they bad suffered ; and his doubts
afterwards appeared to be well founded. He gb-
served, indeed, very justly, that ¢ their loss was an
additional rcason for their going abroad ; and if it
had not been fiaed that he shounld have been one of
the party, he would force them out; but he would
not advise them unless his advicc was asked, lest
they might suspect that he recommended what be
wished on his own account.” I was not pleased
that his intimacy with Mr., Thrale’s family, though
it no doubt contributed much to his comfort and
enjoyment, was not without some degree of restraints
not, as has been groesly suggested, that it was re-
quired of him as a task to talk fog, the entertainment
of them and their company; but thet he was not
“quite at his ease ; which, however, might partly be
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owing to his own honest pride — that digaity of
mind which is always jealous of appearing too com-
pliant.

On Sunday, March31., I calied on him 2nd showed
him, a8 a curiosity which I had diseovered, his
 Translation of Lobo’s Acoount of Abyssinta,” which
Sir John Pringle had leut me, it being then little
kuown as one of his works. He said, « Take no
notice of it,” or “ Don't talk of it.” He seemed to
thiuk it beneath him, though done at six-and-twenty.
I said to him, * Your style, 8ir, is muck improved
since you translated this.” e amswered, with a
sort of triumphant smile, ¢ Sir, I hope it ja.”

On Wednesday, April 8., in the moruing, I found
him very busy putting his books in order, and, es
they were generally very old oncs, clouds of dust
were flying around him. He had on a pair of large
glengg, such as hedgers use. His present appear-
ance put me in mind of my uncle Dr. Boswell’s
description of kim, “ A robust genius, born to grap-
ple with whole libraries.”

I gawe him an account of a ponversation which
tind passed Between me and Captain Cook, the day
before, at dinner at 8ir John Pringle’s ; and he was
much pleased with the econscientious accuracy of
thiat celabrated eircumnavigator, who set me right
‘as to many of the exaggerated accounts given by

Dr. Hawkesworth of his Voyages. I told ki that
while 1 'was with the captain I catched the enthu-
wlnser'of enviguity end adventure, and fet o strong
Boclindtiin 10 g6 with him on his ;ext voysge
Jouxsdw. “ Why, Sir, 8 man does feel 50, till bn
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oonsiders how very Lttle he can learn from such
voyages.” BoswzLL. “ But one is carried away
with the geueral, grand, and indistinet notion of A
VOYAGE ROUND THE WoRLD. Jomnson. < Yes,
8ir, but a man is to guard bimself against taking a
thing in genersl.” I amd I was certan that a great
part of witat we are told by the travellers to the
South Sea must be conjecture, beeause they had
not enough of the language of those countries to
undvrrstand so mach a« they have related. Objects
fulling nnder the ohservation of the senses might be
elcarly known ; but every thing intellectual, every
thing abstract — politics, morals, and religion, must
be darkly guessed. Dr. Johnson was of the same
opinien. He upon another occasion, when a friend
mentioned to him several extraordinary facts, as
ocommaunicated to him by the circumnavigators, slily
observed, “8ir, I never before knew how mygh I
was ‘respected by these gentlemen; they told me
aove of these things.”

He had been in company with Omai, & native of
one of the South Sea Islands, after he had been
some time in this country. He was struck with the
elegance of his behaviour, and aoccounted for it
thus : “Sir, be had passed his time, while in England,
ouly mn the best company; so that all that he had
soquired of our manners was genteel. As a proof
of this; 8ir, Lord Mulgrave and he dined one day
ot Streatham ; they sat with their backs to the
fight fronting me, so that§ could not see distinedy ;
snd there was ab little of the savage in Omai, that
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I was afraid to speak to either, lest I should mis~
take one for the other.” (})

We agreed to dine to-day st the Mitre tavers,
after the rising of the House of Lords, where a
branch of the litigation concerning the Douglas
estate, in which I was one of the counsel, was to
come on. I brought with me Mr. Murray, solicitor-
general of Scotland, now one of the judges of the
court of session, with the title of Lord Henderland.
I mentioned Mr. Solicitor’s relation, Lord Charles
Hay (*), with whom 1 knew Dr. Johnson had been
acquainted. JoHwsoN. “I wrote something for
Lord Charles, and I thought he had nothing to fear
from a court-martial. I suffered a great loss when
be died; be was a mighty pleasing man in con-
versation, and a reading man. The character of a
soldier is high. They who stand forth the foremost
in {agger, for the community, have the respect of
maokind. An officer is much more respeeted than
any other man who has httle money. Ina com-
mercial eountry, money will always purchase re-
spect. But you find, an officer, who has, properly
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spcaking, no money, is every where well received
and treated with attention. The character of a
soldier always stands him in stead.” Boswrry,
 Yet, Sir, I think that common eoldicrs are worse
thought of than other men in the same rank of
Iife ; such as labourers.” Jowwsow, ¢ Why, 8ir, a
carmmon soldier is usually a very gross an, and
auy quahty which procures respect may be over-
whelined by grossuess. A man of learning may be
a0 vicious or o 1hiculous that you cannot respect
Ium. A common soldier, too, generally eats more
than he can pay for. But when a common soldjer
1 civil 1 his quarters, his red coat procures lum a
degree of respeet.” The peculiar respect pad to
the mahtary charaeter i Irance was mentioned.
Boswert. “I should think that where military men
ame so numerous, they would be less valuable as not
being rare.”  JouwnsoN. * Nay, Sir, wherays » a
particular charncter or profession is high in the
estimation of a people, those who are of 1t will be
valued above other men. We value an Englishman
ngh i this country, and yet Englishmen are not
rare in it.”

Mr. Murray praised the ancient philosophers for
the candour and good humour with which those of
different sects disputed with each other. Jonnsox.
« 8ir, they disputed with good humour, because they
were not in earnest as to religion. Had the
ancients been sgrions in their belief, we ehould not
have had their gods exhibited in the mopner we
fiad them represented in the poets. The people
woulu not have suffered it. They disputed with
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good humour upon their fancifal theorjes, because
they were not interested in the truth of them: when
a man has nothing to lose, he may be in good
humour with his opponent. Astordingly you see,
in Lucian, the Epicurean, who argues only nega-
tively, keeps his temper ; the Stoic, who has <ome-
thing positive to preserve, grows angry. (1) Being
angry with one who controverts an opunon which
you value, is a necessaty consequence of the unea-
siness which you feel.  Everv man who attacks my
belief, diminishes in some degree my confidencs in
it, and therefore makes me uncasy; and 1 am angry
with him who makes me uneasy. Those only who
believed in revelation have been augry at having
their faith called in question ; beccause they only bad
something upoun which they could rest as matter of
fact.” Muruav. «It seems to me that we are
not™mmgry at a man for controverting an opinion
which we believe and valae ; we rather pity him.”
JonxsoN. “Why, Sir, to be sure, when you wish
a man to have that belief which you think 13 of in-
finite advantage, you wish well to him; but your
primary consideration is your own quiet. If a
madman were to come iuto this room with a stick
in bis hand, no doubt we should pity the state of his
mind ; but our primary consideration would be to
take care of ourselves. We should knock him

'*memwm¢ iy e

below, o "u 7£mther;::m
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down first, and pity him afterwards. No, Sir, every

man will dispute with great good humour upon a
subject in which he is mot interested. I will dis-
pute very calmly upoen. the probability of another
man's son being hanged; but if & man zealously
enforcesithe probability that my own son will be
hanged, I shall certainly not be in a very good hu-
mour with him.” I added this illustration, “If a
may endeavours to convince me that my wife, whom
I lgve very much, and in whom I place great con-
fidence, is a disagrecuble woman, and is cven un-
faithful to me, I shall be very angry, for he is put-
ting me in fear of being unbappy.” MURMY.
“ But, Sir, truth will always bear an examination.”
Jornsow. * Yes, Sir, but it is painful to be forced
to defead it. Cousider, Sir, how should you like,
thongh eonscious of ye innocenee, to be tried
before a jury for a capital crime, once a weck.”

We talked of education at great school§§ ‘the
adva.uugu and disadvantages of which Johuson dis-
played in a luminons manner; but his argumcnts
preponderated so much in favour of the benefit
which: & boy of good parts might receive at one of
them (*), that § have reason to belicve Mr, Murmy

1) A ‘advan of education in eur
( peﬂnlin vt:fs an

w”f‘ -.himnlf
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- was verymuch mﬂmeed bywhathagndhwd to-,
daymhmdemmmhonmnendhﬁmmh

- Westminster school. 1have acted in the samie man-

: na-mthregudm my own two sons; having placed
the eldest at Eton, and the second &t Westminster.
'T cannot say which is best. But in justicséto both
those noble seminaries, I with high satisfaction de-

" clare, that my boys have derived from them a great
deal of good, and no evil: and I trust they will,
like Horace, be grateful to their father for giving
them so valuable an education.

I introduced 1t ‘opje. which is often ignorantly
urged, that the - iiversities of England are too
rich ()¢ so that learning does not Sourish in them |
as'it would do, i{ those who teach had smaller snhy
ries, and dependad on their assiduity for & great
.pan of ‘their income. Jgunsox. «Sir, the very

of this is the truth; the English universitigs
are not rich enough. Our fellowships are ouly sif-
fielent o support a man during his studiea o it

lchoolaand universities that the youth of England
g;l a discipline which shallow judgments have W“
sempted to ﬂdmnld ue, p  the duties '
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him for the world, and accordingly in general they
are held no longer than till an opportunity offers of
getting awny, Now aod then, perbaps, there is »
fellow who grows old in his college; but this is
against his will, unl¢ss he be a man very indulent
indeed. A bhundred a~year is reckoned a good fel-
lowship, and that is no more than is necessary 1o
keep & man decently as a scholar. 'We do not allow
our tellows to marry, because we considcs acade-
,micsl indtitution. as preparatory to a sctthment in
the world. It 1« oniy by bemg employed as a tutor,
that a fellow can obtain any thing mor¢ than a hive-
hkood. To be sure, a man *vuo ha~ cnough with-
out teaching will probolily not ¢4 § | tor we wonld
all be idle if we could.  1n the sume manuer, 8 wan
who is to get uothing by tcacling will vot evert
himself. Gresham college was intendcd as a place
of inatruetion for London ; able professors were to
read leetures gratis; they contrived to have %o
scholars ; whereas, if they had been allowed to re-
ceive but sixpence a lecture from each scholay, they
would have boen emulous to have had tany scho-
lars. Every body will agree that it should be the
interest of those who fcach to have scholars; and
this is the case in our umversities. That they are
too rich is certaiply not true; for they have nothng
good enough to keep & man cf eminent learning
with them for his life. In the foreign universitips
a professorship is a high thing. It is as much
almost 83 a man can make by his learning: and
therefore we find the most learned men abroad are
in ¥he ndversitien. It is not so with us. Qwur unis
VOL. V1. &
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versities are impoverished of learmng, by the pe-
nury of their provisens. I wish there were many
places of a thousand a-year at Oaford, to keep first-
rate nten of learning from quitting the umversity.”
Undoubtedly, 1f this were the case, hterature would
have a still greater digmty and splendour at Oxford,
aud there would be grander hving souroes of in-
struction.

I mentioned Mr, Maclanrin's uneasiness on ac-
count of a degree of mdicule carclessly thrown on
his deceased father, m Goldsmuth s ¢« History of
Ammnted Nature,” m» which that celebrated mathe -
matician is represented as being subject to fits of
yawnng so violent as to render him incapable of
proceeding in his lecture, a story altogethar un-
tounded, but for the publication of which the law
would give no reparation. (1)  This led us to agitate
the question, whether Jegal redress could be ob-
tar wd, even when a man's deccased relation was
calummated in a publication. Mr. Murray main-
tained there should be reparation, unless the author
could justify lnmself by proving the fact. Jomne
soN.  “8ir, 1t is of so ouch more consequence that
truth shonld be told, than that individuals should
not be made uneasy, that it is much better that the
law does not restram writing freely concerntog the
charucters of the dead. Damages will be given to

(1) Dr, Goldemath was dead heforo Mr, Maelsurin dupovered
%Wcmnnm M:. Nozr:e.the book-;llor.m:;n
whof m (%) ] w n

Pragle, agreed very lum’ia}u’no:ly 1o ‘ima the on which
;v.\un contuned cancelled, and repiinted withont 1t, at lus pwo
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a man who is calumniated in his lifetime, becanse
he may be hurt in his worldly interest, or at least
hurt in his mind ; but the law does not regard that
uneasiness which & man feels on having his ancestor
cdlumnisted. That istoo nice. Let him deny what
is said, and let the matter have a fair chance by
discussion.  But if a man could say nothing against
a character but what he can prove, history could
not be written ; for a great deal is known of men of
which proof cannot be brought. A minister may
he notoriously known to take bribes, and yet you
may not be able to prove it.” Mr. Murray sug-
aested that the author should be obliged to show
some sort of evidence, though he would not require
a strict Jegal proof; but Johnson firmly and reso-
lutely apposed any restraint whatever, as adverse to
a free investigation of the characters of mankind.(1)

{1) What Dr. Johnwon has here smd 18 undoubtedly - od
sense ; yet 1 am afraud that law, though defined by Lord Cuke
 the perfection of reason.” 1s not shiogether weh m  fortm
beld 1n the booke, that 3n atlack on the 1eputation even of a
dead man, may be punihed us s hipel, because tending 10 o
breach of the peace  There 1, however, 1 believe, no modern
decided case to that effect,  In the*Kang's Bench, Trny teim,
1790, the guestion occuired on occasion of an indictment, the
KRing v, Tophum, who, as & proymctor of o newspaper enttled
“ Warld,” was found guilty of & bl agmost kart Cowper,
decensed, becaune certam injurious chages szainst his lordshsp
were pubhished in that paper.  An arrest of judament having
been nigved for, the case v{a afterwards solemnly argued. My
fuend, Mr. Covat, whom T dehght in huving an opportumty to
prase, net only for hit abiliies but s manuers —a geatleman
whose ancieat German blood has bren mellowwd in England,
.ndwbomxeh-nlybemd to unite the baron and the bnrrinter,
was one of the Gounwel for Mr. Tupham, He displayed much
learning and ingenuity upon the getieral quedtion; which, how.
ever, was not dpcided, us tho court granted ap arvest chiefly on
the informality of the indictmoent.  No wan basa hi reyer.
ante 10t the lsw of Frgland than have ; but with all deference

LI
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lmmhebﬁdmmnrmmﬁm wndsctnent, if a de
fendastt 18 never to be allowed to ,:’mmumym
vy unless juries, whom I am more and more confirmed

and the bill been binught in by a popular gen
many of his party have 1n most extravagant terms dec!
onul‘hyew to the hberty of the Formy

own part 1 ever was clearly of opiuon thet this was 1o~
rathor weaken the t miture, or sny other old and
umversally acknowl % the legslature pass an

my principles of reisstance may not be musspprehended, any
eretlnn my principles of s I protest that I should
be the last man in the world to encourage junes to cantradict
rashly, wantonly, or 1y, the opmion of ﬂn;uda:. On
the contrary, 1 would have them listen respictfully to the advnce
they recuve from the bench, by which mmm be well
directed i fornung thesr own opmion, which, ‘and not another’s,
3¢ the opinion they are to return upon thar oaths. But wherey
after duc sattention to all that the judge has saud, they are des
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CHAPTER V.
1776.

Popish Corruptions. — Licensed Stews. — Seduction, —
“ Jock Ellis.” ~ Goming. — Card-playing. — Con-
Jugal Obligations. — Law ¢f Usury. — Beggars, —
Dr. Cheyne ~. Solitude. — Joseph Simpson, —— Chil-
dren, — Cowley, — Fiatman's FPoems. — (ibber's
¢ Livas.” — Gray. — Akenside. — Mason. — T'he
Reviews, «—w Lord Lyttclion. — * The Spectator.” —
Dr. Barey, — Dinner at General Paoli's.—*< Abel
Drugger.” - Italy.— The Mediterranean.— Poetwcal
Transiation. ~ Art of Printing, — Education of the
People. — Thomson, — * Hudibras.” — Purpose of
Tragedy.—  Othelio.” w— Johns Dennis. — Swearing.
;{:ﬂ%ﬁm.-—almurknd'c  Odes." — Savage

On Thursday, 4th April, having called on Dr.
Johnson, I said, it was a pity that truth was not so
firm as to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it
might be shot at as much as people chose to attempt,
and yet remuin unhurt. Jouwnsow. * Then, Sir, it
would not be shot at. Nobody attempts to dispute
that two and two make four: but with contests
concerning moral truth, human passions are gener-
ally mixed, and therefore it must be ever liable to
aseavlt and misrepresentation.”

On Friday, 5th April, being Good Friday, after
Lasiy, sttended the morning service at St. Cles
mout’s church, I walked home with Johnson. We

«3



134 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1776,

talked of the Roman Catholic religion. Jonwsos.
*In the barbarous ages, Sir, priests and people »ere
equally deceived ; but afterwards there were gross
corruptions introduced by the clergy, such as in-
dulgences to priests to have concubines, and the
worship of images, not, ndeed, inculcated, but
knowingly permitted.”” He strongly censured the
licensed stews at Rome. Boswery. “So then, Sir,
voa would allow of no irregular intercourse what-
ever between the sexes ?” Jomwson. “To besure
1 would not, Sir. I would pumsh it much more
than it is done, and so restrain it, In all countries
there has been fornication, as in afl countries there
has been theft ; but there may be more or less of
the one, as well as of the other, in praportion to the
furce of law. All men will naturaily commit for-
moation, as all men will naturally steal. And, Sir,
it is very absurd to argue, as has been often done,
that prostitutes are necessary to prevent the violent
effects of appetite from violating the decent order
of life ; nay, should be permitted, in order to pre-
séerve the chastity of our wives and

Depend upon it, Sir, severe laws, steadily enforced,
would be sufficient against those evils, and would
promote "

I stated to him this case i Supposs & don has |

a daughter, who be knows has been seduoed, but ker
misfortune is concealed from the world, shomid he
xeep her in bis house? Would he not, by doing
so, be sccessary to imposition? And, perbaps, a
worthy, unsuspreting man, might come and marry
this womaa, unless the father inform him of the
truth,” Jomwson. ¢ Bir, he is accessary to na im-
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position, His daughter is in his honse; and if &~
man gourts her, he takes his chance. If a friend, or
indeed, if any man, asks his opinion whether he
should marry her, he ought to advise him againnt
it, without telling why, because his real apinion is
then required. Or, if he hes other daughters who
know of her feailty, he ought not to keep her in his
house. You are to eonsider the state of life is this;
we are to judge of one another's characters as well
as we can; and 2 man is not bound in honesty or
honour to tell us the faults of his daughter or of
himself. A man who has debauched his friend's
daughter is nogt obliged to say to every body—
¢ Take care of me; don’t let me into your house
without suspiecion. I once debauched a friend's
daughter. 1 may debauch yours.””

Mr. Thrale called upon him, and appeared to bear
the loss of his son with a manly composure. There
was no affestation about him; and he talked, as
asual, upon indifferent subjects, He seemed to me
¢ hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, on which,
I flattered myself, he and Mis. Thrale and Dr. John-
#on were soon to set out; and, therefore, I pressed
it as much as I could. I mentioned that Mr. Beau-
clerk bad said, that Baretti, whom they were to carry
with them, would keep them o long in the little
towns of his own district, that they would not have
time to see Bome. 1 mentioned this ta put them
on their guard. Jomawsow. « Sir, we do not thank
M, Besuclerk for s spposing that we are to be di-
rected by Barettis No, Sir; Mr, Thrale is to go, by

x4
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iy sdvice, to Mr. Jackson (1) (the all-knowing),
and get from him a plan for secing the tost that
¢an be seen in the time that we kave to tvavel. We
must, to be sure, see Rome, Naples, Floveace, and
Venice, and a8 much more as we can.” (Speaking
with a tone of animation.)

When I expressed an earncet wish for his remarks
on Italy, he saidy “I do not see that I could make »
book upon Italy; yet I shiould he glad to get two
hundrud pounds, or five hundred pounds, by such a
work.” This showed both that a journal of his tous
upon the continent was not wholly out of his con«
templation, and that he uniformly adhered to that
strange opinion which his indolent disporition made
hm ufter; ©“ No man but a blockhead ever wrota
exoept for money.” Nuraerous instances to refute
this will occur to all whe are versed in the history
of literature.

He gave us one of the many sketches of charavter
which were treasured in his mind, and which he was
wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a very ens
tertaining manner. %I lately,” said he, © reecived
a lettey from the East Indies, from u gentleman (*)

1) A gemloman who, from his estraond stotes of R

has been ommtsciend.  Johnson, k vy
y, Alterod 1t %ﬁ it is a wrbum‘m
priaed o the = B. w Mr. Richaed
a hcmm M.P. far New Romnuey, and F.R.S., had

versality of "
e o oSk 41 o S ey 4
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whom I formerly knew very well ; he had returncd
from that country with a handsome fortune, as jt
was reckomed, before mears were found to acquire
those immense sums which have been brought from
thenee of late : he was a scholar, and an agreeable
man, and lived very prettily in London, till his wife
died. After ker death, he took to dissipation and
gaming, and lost all he had. One evening he lost a
thousand pounds to a gentleman whose name 1 am
sorry I have forcotten.  Next morning he sent the
gentleman five hundred poutds, with an apology
that it was all he had in the world. 'The gentlenmn
sent the money back to him, declaring he would not
gecept of it ; and adding, that if Mr, < had occa«
sion for five hundred pounds more, ke would lend
it to him. He resolved to go out again to the East
Indies, and maks his fortune anew, 1lie got & con«
siderable appointment, and I bad some intention of
sccormpanying him. Had 1 thought then as I do
now, I should have gone: but at that time I had
objections to quitting England.”

It was a very remarkable circumstante about
Johnsan, whom shallow observers have supposed to
have been ignorant of the world, that very few men
hisd seen greater variety of characters; snd none
oagld gbserve them better, as was evident from the
#trong yet mice pottraits whith he often drew. 1
Mave frequently thought that if he had made out
What the Fronch call une extalogne roisonnds of all
&nmkvhhﬂ»pmd under his observation, it
would have afforded & very rich fund of instuction



138 LIFR OF JOHXBON. 17176,

and entertainment. The suddenness with which his
accounts of some of them started ont in conversation
wes not Jess pleasing than surprising. I remember
Ne onee observpd to me, It is wonderfu), Siv, what

Jack Ellis, » money-scrivener, behind the Royal
Exchange, with whom I at one period used to dine
generally ance & week.” (1)
Volumes would be required to contsin & list of
his pumerons and virdous acquaintanee, mone of
whom he ever forgot; and could describe and dis«
eriminate them all with precision and vivacity.
He associated with persons the most widel¥ different
in manners, abilities, rank, and accomplishments.
He was at once the companion of the brillant
Colouel Forrester of the guards, who wrote # The
Polite Philosopher,” and of the awkward and un-
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couth Robert Levet; of Lexd Thardow, and Mr.
Sastres, the Italian master; and bas dined one
day with the bemutiful, gay, and fascinating Lady
Craven('), and the next with good Mrs. Gardiner,
the tallow-chandler, on Snow-hill. (9)

On my expressing my wonder st his discovering

law chiefly from Mr. Ballow (?), a very able man. I
learnt some tou from Chambers: but was not so
teachable thon, One is nok willing t0 be taught by

(1) Lord Macartpey, who, with his other quali-
i arkable also elegant that he
v Johmson st Lady Cravents and that b seemod jeelous

a&l) This 18 moch (sea onie, Vol 111, p.1687. n,
lite acquantanos mMmuchbmnf i
&fm%ﬁJme the members of the
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& young man.” ‘When I expreseed a wish to know
more about Mr, Ballow, Johnson said, * Sir, I
hagve scen him but once these twenty years, The
fide of life has driven us different ways.” 1 was
sorry at the time to hear this; but whoever quits
the creeks of private connections, and faily gets
into the great ocean of London, will, by impercep.
tible degrees, unavoidably experience such cessations

of acquaintance.

“ My knowledge of physic,” he added, * I learnt
from Dr. James, whom F helped in writing the pros
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the
Dictionary itself. (*) I also learnt from Dr. Law-
rence, but was then grown more stubborn.”

A curious incident happened to day, while Mr,
Thrale and I sat with him. Francis sunounced
that a large packet was brought to him from the
post-office, said to have come from Lisbon, and it
was charged seven pownds ten shillings. He would
not receive it, supposing it to be some trick, nor
did he even jook at it. But upon inquiry aficrs
wards he found that it was a real packet for him,
from that very friend in the East Indies of whout
he had been speaking: and the ship which carried
it hating come to Pertugsl, this packet with others
had $en put into the post-office at Lisbon. '

I'swentioned 8 new gaming club, of whick My
Boguclerk had given me un account, where tha
villeibers played to ¢ desperate extent.(?) Jomm

¢ o
ﬁ&hﬁgmwuwﬁm.mJ hnson

(2) Lard Ledtérdale informed. tme that M. Fox (s grest
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soN. % Depend upon it, Sir, this is mere talk. Who
is ruined by gaming? You will not find eix in.
stances in an age. There is a strange rout made
sbout deep play; whereas you have many more
people ruined by adventurous trade, and yet we do
not hear such an outcry against it.” TmraLE.
% There may be few absolutely ruinéd by deep
play; but very many are much hurt in their cir-
cumstances by it.” Jownson. ¢ Yes, Sir, and so
are very many by other kiods of expense.” I had
heard himi talk once before in the same manner;
and at Oxford, he said “ he wished he had learned
to play at cards,(!) The truth, however, is, that he
loved to display his ingenuity in argument; and
therefore would sometimes in conversation maintain
opiniona which he was sensible were wrong, but in
supporting which, hus reasoming and wit would be
most conspicuous. He would begin thus: % Why
Sir, as to the good or evil of card playing—"
“ Now,” said Garrick, “ be is thinking which side
he shall take,” He appeared to have a pleasure in
contradiction, especially when any opinion whatever
was delivered with an air of confidence; so that
there was hardly any topie, if not one of the great
tryths of religion and morality, that he might not
have been incited to argue, either for or against.
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Lordmmk(‘) mm highest admjration of kis
powers. He oncq -obsorved to me, ** Whatever
tpitiion Johnsor meintains, I will not say that he
"gonvisess ‘he; but-he never fails to show me, that
“hoé b good reasons for it.” I have heard Johmon
yiy&itkn'dahly thix high compliment: “I never was
i1 Lord: EEM‘; wmgmny without learning sume~
ﬁuug.

Weaatbogethei' till it wastoolateforﬂxeafter-
noon service. - Thrale suid, he had come with in-
tention 0 go to church with us, We went at seven
to evening prayers at St. Clement's church, after
having drunk coffee; an indulgence which I under.
stand Johndon yielded to on this oeemon, in com-
pliment to Thrale.(¥)

On Sunday, April 7., Eaater-day, aftef having
Dbéed e St. Paal's cazhedrul I came to Dr. Johnson,
-apoording 10 mry usual clistom. 1t seemed to me,”
that there was alwiys something particularly mild
and placid in-his matner upon this holy fmhvdi.
the commemoration of the most joyful event in tite
Thistory of our world, the resiirrection of our Loﬁ

' Putrick Lord Elibark, m died § I’I‘IG mﬂ.
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and Saviour, who, having triumphed over death and
the grave, prooclaimed immortality to mankind.(})

I repeated to him an argament of a lady of my
acquaintance, who maintained, that her husbasd’s
having been guilty of numberless infidelities, re-
leascd her from conjugal obligations, becsuse they
were reciprocal. JounsoN, % This is miserable
stufl, Sir. To the contract of marriage, besides the
man and wife, there is a third party— society ; and
if it he conudered as s vow— God : and, therefore,
it cannot b dv-obved by their consent alone. Laws
are not made {1 particular cases, but for mep in
general. A woman may be unhappy with her hus-
band ; but she cannot be freed from him without
the approbation of the civil and ecclesiastical power.
A man may be unhappy, because he is not 8o rich
as another ; but he is not to seize upon another's
property with his owa hand.” Boswzir. “ But,
Sir, tlus lady does not, want that the contract should
be dissolved ; she only argues that she may indulge
herself in gallantries with equal freedom as er
husband does, provided she takes care not to intro-
duce a spurious issue into his family. You know,

annunly comimomorated {"‘l emption, and an-
ymumdto-mendm I ng:hgﬁn.bwm
mahmuaWu .t::o,snd
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sir, what Macrobias has told of Julia.(') Jonx.
soN. % This lady of yours, Sir, I think, is very fit
for a brothel.” - .

Mr. Mucbean, author of the ¢ Dictionary of An-
‘eient Geography,” eame in. He mentioned that he
had been forty years absent from Scotland. « Ah,
Boswell 1" said Johnson smiling, what would you
give to be forty years from Scotland ?” I said, «I
should not like to be so long absent from the seat of
my ancestors.”- This gentleman, Mrs. Williams,
and Mr. Levett, dined with us,

Dr. Johnson made a remark, which both Mr.
Macbean and I thought new. It was this: that
& the law against usury is for the protection of cre-
ditors as well as debtors ; for if there were no such
check, people would be apt, from the temptation of
great interest, to lend to desperate persons, by whom
they would lose their money. Aeccordingly, there
are instances of ladies being ruined, by having in-.
judiciously sunk their fortunes for high annuities,
whigh, after a few years, ceased to be paid, in -con~
sequence of the ruined circumstances of the bor-
rower.”

Mys. Williams was very peevish (2); and I won-
dered at Johnson’s patience with her now, as ¥ had
often done on similar occasions. The truth is, that
’his humane consideration of the forlorn and indigent

(;.)':Nunqum enim nisi pavi plend tollo vectorem. '-..'.ua.

Boswell was not partial to Mrs. Wil Peevish
pt%ﬂ was: ;;.l:m ummbmdmu:&’mw oy

old, biind,
Alul ent, ot ol. I.
B et o Mutons it Mte Hawici o G2
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state in which this lady was left by her father in-
duced him to treat her with the utmost tenderness,
and even to be desirous of procuring her amusement,
50 as sometimes to incommode many of his friends,
by carrying her with him to their houses, where,
from her manner of eating, in consequence of her
blindness, she could not but offend the delicu:y of
persons of nice sensations.

After coffce, we went to afternoon service in St.
Clement's church. Observing some beggars in the
street as we walked along, I said to him, I supposed
there was no civilised country in the world where
the misery of want in the lowest classes of the people
was prevented.  Jounson, “I believe, Sir, there is
not; but it is better that some should be unhappy,
than that none should be happy, which would be
the case in a general state of equality.”

When the service was ended, I went home with
him, and we sat quietly by ourselves. He recom-
mended Dr. Cheyne’s books. 1 said, 1 thought
Cheyne had been reckoned whimsical. « So he ®as,”
said he, * in some things; but there is no end of
objections. There are few books to which some
objection omother may not be made.” He added,
“ I would not have you rcad any thing else of
Cheyne, but his book on Health, and his ¢ English
Malady.’”

Upon the que@tmn whether 2 man who had been
guilty of vicious actions would do well to force him-
self into solitude and sadness? Jowxssox.  No,
Sir, upless it prevent him from being vitious again.
With some people, gloomy penitence is only mad-

VOL. VI. 3
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ness turned upside down. A man may be gloomy,
till, in order to be relieved from gloom, he has re-
course again to criminal indulgencies.”

On Wed'nesday, Tuth \pril. I dined with him at
Mr. Thrale’s. where were My, Murphy and someother
company. Before dinner, Dr. Johnson and I passed
some time by ourselves. 1 was sorry to find it was
now resolved that the propoesed journcy to Italy
should not take place this year. Ie said, “Iam
disappointed. to be sure; but it is not a great dis-
appuintment.” I wondered to sce him bear, with a
philosophical calmness, what would have made maost
peeple peevish avd fretful. (') 1 perceived that
he had so warmly cherished the hope of enjoying
classiwl,-fg‘gncs, that be eould not casily part with
the schemes; for he said, “I shall probably contrive
to get to:dtaly some other way.(¢) DBut I won't
wmehtion it to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, as it might vex
them.” I suggested that going to Italy might have
done Mr. aud Mrs. Thrale good. Jouxson. ¢«
rather believe not, Sir.  While grief is fresh, every
attempt to divert ouly irritates. You must wait

{1) That he cordially assented fo the reacons which oper-
ated on the minds of Mr. and Mrs. Thrale to pustpone the jour-
ney, appears from his Jetter to the lady : — * April' 9, 1776.” Mr.
Thrale's alteration of purpose is not weakness of resolution; 1t
is & wise man's compliance with the change of things, and
with the new duttes which the change produces.  Whoever ex-
pects mx to be angry will be disappointed. I dg not even grieve
at the cficet; I only grieve for the cause.’”  His desive, hows
gver, to gu abroad was, says Mrs. Puwazzi, « very great ; and he
had a longing wish, too, to leave some Latin verses at the
Grand Chartreux.” — C.

(2) He probably may have had some idea of mmnpmyil;r}
his friend Mr. Snanders Welsh, who went to Italy in the May
ths year.  See post, Feb, 1778, — C.
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till gricf be digested, and then amusement v il disni-
pate the remains of it.”

At dinner, Mr, Murphy entertained us with the
history of Mr. Joseph Simpson ('), aschdblfellow ot
Dr. Johnson's, a barrister at law, of good parts, bur
who fell into a dissipated course of life, incompatible
with that suceess in his profession which he once
bad,and would otherwise have deservedly maintained;
yet be still preserved a dignity in his deportment
He wrotea tragedv vn the story of Leonidas, entitled
< The Patriot,” He read it tv a company of lawyers,
who found so ruany faults that he wrote it overagain:
so then there were two tragedies on the sume subjeet
and with the same title.  Dr. Johuson told us, that
one of them was still in his possession.  This very
picee was, afier his death, published by some per-
sor who had been about him, avd. for the sake of
a little hasty profit, was [fallaciously advertised x0
as to make it be bebieved to have been written
by Johnson himself.

T said, I disliked the custom which some people
had of bringing their ehildren jinto company, because
it in a mauner forced us to pay foolish compliments
‘to please their parents. Jonxsox.  Youare right,
Sir. “We may be excused for not caring much about
other people’s children, fur there are many who care
very little about their own children. It may be ob-
served, that men who, from being engaged in busi-

(1) Sce ant?, Vol. IL p. 109., his letter to this gentleman,
the author of « Reflections on the Endowmcents required for
the Study of the Law ;" a work of some merit, and which passed
through several editions, — C,

L2
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ness, or from their course of life in whatever way,
seldom see their children, do not care much about
them. 1 myself should not have had much fondness
for a child of my own.” Mgs. THRALE. ¢ Nay, Sir,
how can you talk so?” Jomnson. « At least, I
never wished to have a child.” (1)

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Johnson’s having a
design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johnson
anid, he did not know but be should ; and he ex-
pressed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for having
published a mutilated edition under the title of
“ Select Works of Abrabam Cowley.” Mr. Murphy
thought it 2 bad precedent; observing, that any
author might be used in the same mannep, and
that it was pleasing to see the.variety of an author's
compositions at different periods.

We talked of Flatman's Poems ; and Mrs. Thrale
observed, that Pope had partly borrowed from him
« The Dying Christian to his Soul.” Johuson re-
peated Rochester's verses upon Flatman (2), which
1 think by much too severe : —

{1) X was once romin%to him how Dr. Collier (of the Com-
mons) ohserved, that the love one bore to children was from the
snticipation one's nund made while one contemplated them:
# We hope,” says he, 4that they will some time make wise men,
or amiable women ; and we suffer them to take up our affection
beforehand, One cannot love fumps of flesh, and little infants
are nothing more.” * On the contfary,” says Johnson, ¢ one
can scarce!y help wishing, while one fondles a baby, that it may
uever live to become & man ; for it is so probablo that when he
becomes & man, he should be sure to end in a scoundrel.”
Girls were Jess displeasing to him; ¢ for as their temptations
weye fewer,” he gaid, “ their virtue in this life, and happineas n
‘the nest, were Jess improbable; and he loved,” he said, ¢ to see
& knot of little misses dearly.” — Prozz1.

(2) {Thomas Flatman was born about 1635, and died in 1688
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¢ Nor that slow in swift Pindaric strains,
Flatman, who Cowley imitates with pains,
And rides a jaded muse, whipt with loose reins.”
1 like to recoliect all the passages that I heard
Johnson repeat : it stamps a value on them.

He told us that the book entitled ¢« The Lives of
the Poets,” by Mr. Cibber, was entirely compiled by
Mr. Shiels (), a Scotchman, one of his amanuenses.
% The booksellers,” said he, * gave Theophilus Cib-
ber, who was then in prison, ten guineas to allow
Mr. Cibber to bie put upon the title-page, as the au-
thor; by this, 2 double imposition was intended ;
in the first place, that it was the work of a Cibber

‘st all; and, in the second place, that it was the
work of old Cibber.”

Mr. Murphy said, that “ The Memoirs of Gray’s
Life set him much higher in his estimation than his
poems did: for you there saw a man constantly at
work in literature.” Johnson acquiesced in this;
but depreciated the book, I thought, very unreason-
ably. For he said, «I forced myself to read it, only
because it was a common topic of conversation. I
found it mighty dull ; and, as to the style, it is fit
for the second table.” Why he thought so I was at
a loss to conceive. He now gave it as his opinion,

“ He really excelled as an artist; a man must want ears for
harmony that can sdmire his , and even want eyes that
can cease to admire his painting. One of his heads is worth &
ream of his pindarics,” == GRrANGER, VOL iV. p. 54.}

(1) Here followed, in the former editions, 2 note containing
o long extract from the Monthly Review for 1792, controverting
the above assertion, which an sccount of its length, has now
been thrown into the dppendiz, See No. I. —C,

18
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that * Akenside was a superior poet both to Gray
and Mason.”

Talking of the Reviews, Johnson said, «1 think
them very impartial : T do not know an instanee of
partiality.” He mentioned what had passed upon
the subject of the Monthly and Critical Reviews, in
the conversation with which bis Majesty had hon-
oured him. (!} He expatiated-a little more on them
this evening. * The Monthly Reviewers,” said he,
« gre not Deists; but they are Christians with as
little Christianity as may be; and are for pulling
down all establishments, The Critical Reviewers
are for supporting the constitution both in ehurch
and state. The Critical Reviewers, 1 believe, often
review ‘without reading the books through; but lay
hold of a topic, and write chiefly from their own
minds. The Monthly Reviewers are duller men,
and are glad to read the hooks through.”

He talked of Lord Lyttelton’s extreme anxiety as
an author; observing, that ¢ he was thirty years in
preparing his Listory, and that ke employed a man
to point it for him; as if (laughing) another man
could point his sense better than himself (2).”  Mr
Murphy said, he understood his history was kept

(1) [See ant?, Vol, I p, 25.]

{2) It may be doubted whether Johnson's dislike of T.ord
Lyttéiton did not here lead him mto an error.  Persons not so
habituated with the details of printing as he was may have bpen
fesis expert at the use of theie conventional signs, Lml Byron
wrote to Mr, Morray: ¢ Do-’you know any one who can sop¥
I mean point, commas, and sa forth, for T am, I fear, 4 sad band
st your punctuation” — Moore's Life of Byrony vol. is p. 41
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back several years for fear of Smollett. (1) Jonwsox.
< This scems strange to Murphy and me, who never
felt that anxicty, but sent what he wrote to the
press, and lct it take its chance.” Mns. TuraLx,
« The time has been, Sir, when yon felt it.” Jonx-
sox. “Why really, Madam, I do not recollect a
time when that was the case.”

Talking of « The Spectator,” he said, « It is won-
derful that there is such a proportion of bad papers,
in the half of the work which was not written by
Addison; fur there was all the world to write that
half, yet not a half of that half is good. One of the
tinest picces in the English language is the paper on
Novelty [ No. 626.], yet we do not hear it talked of.
1t was written by Grove(2), a dissenting teacher.”
He would not, I perceived, call him a clergyman,
though he was candid enough to allow very great
merit to his composition. Mr. Murphy said, he
rememhered when there were several people alive
in London, who enjoyed a considerable reputation
merely from having written a paper in “ The Spee-
tator.” Ile mrntioned particularly Mr. Ince, who
used to frequent Tom's coffee-house. * But,” said
Johnson, “you must consider how highly Steele
speaks of Mr. Ince.” [No.555.] He would not allow
that the paper [ No.864.] on carrying a boy to travel,
signed Philip Homebred, which was reported to be
written by the Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, haa

Q )] [Dr. Smoliett was for some time editor of the Critical Re-

(2) I_Henry Grove was barn at Tn.unmn in 1683, and died ia
}, i6 posthumous works were published by subscription,
waw ll.bvo. in-1740.]
L4

’
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merit. He said, “it was quite vulgir, and had
nothing luminous.”

Jobnson mentioned Dr. Barry’s () System of
Physic. ¢ He wax a man,” said he, “ who had ac-
quired a high reputation in Dublin, came over to
England, and brought his reputation with him, but
had not great success. His notion whs, that puls-
ation occasions death by attrition; and that, there-
fore, the way to preserve life is to vetard pulsation.
But we know that pulsation is strongest in infants,
and that we increase in growth while it operates in
its regular course ; so it cannot be the cause of de-
struction.” Soon after this, he said something very
flattering to Mrs. Thrale, which I do not recollect ;
but it concluded with wishing her long life. ¢ Sin,”
said I, «if Dr. Barry’s system be trie, you bave
now shortened Mrs. Thrale's life, perhaps some
minutes, by accelerating her pulsation.”

Lrxrren245.  TO. MISS REYNOLDS.
@ April 11, 1776,

“ Dzanest Mapaw,~To have acted, with regard to
you, in a manner either unfriendly or disrespectful,
would give me great pain ; and, 1 hope, will be always
very contrary to my intention;» That I steid away was
merely: accidental. I have seldom dined from home ;
and I did not think my opinion necessary to your ine
fornation in any proprieties of bebaviour. The poor
parents of the child are much grieved, and much de-
jected. The journey to Italy is put off, but they go to
Bath on Monday. A visit from you will be well takes,

1) Sir Edward Barry, Baronet. — B. —H lishi
ITSI&)IMMMD%WMJQBAM;“MC-%.
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and I think your intimacy is such that yon me
properly pay it in a morning. I am sure the#

be thought seasonable and kind, and I wishy i
omitit. Iam, dear Madam, &c.  Sa lg_:g,','
On Thursday, April 11., I dined g gt Go-
neral Paoli’s, in whose house Lgbw pilied, and
where I had ever afferwards §ii hogilift of being
entertained with indest gentiq@ his constant

my own there. 1 mentig ot
ing introduced to Mr. Gaifrick g
nobleman of great raﬁ andfortune, to whom Gar-
rick jalkgdl of Abel Brugge} as @ small part; and
rclated, with pleasant vanity, that a Frenchman,
who had seen him in one of his low characters, ex-
claimed, “ Comment! je ne le crois pas. Ce n'est
pas Monsieur Garrick, ce grand homme !” Garrick
added, with an appearance of grave recollection,
“If I were to begin life again, I think I should not
play those low characters.” Upon which I observed,
“ 8ir, you would br in the wroug, for your great
cxcellence is your variety of playing, your repres
senting so well characters so very different.”
JouNsoN. ¢ Garrick, Sir, was not in earnest in
what he said : for, to be Sure, his peculiar excellence
is his variety ; and, perhaps, there is not any one
character which has not been as well acted by some-
body else, as he could do it.” BosweLL. «Why
then, Sir, did he talk so?” Jounsox. “Why,
8ir, to make you answer as you did.” BoswEeLL.
I don't know, Sir; he seemed to dip deep into his
nin! for the reflection.” Jounson. ¢ He had not

guest, while I wak in Lond) till@#iad a house of
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far to dip, Sir; he had said the same thing, pro-
bably, twenty times before.”

* Of a nobleman rai~«d at a very early period to
high office, he said, * I1is parts, Sir, arc pretty well
for a lord ; but would not be distinguished in a man
who had nothing else but his parts.”

A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. lle
said, “ A man who has not been in ltaly is always
conscious of an inferiority, from his not having seen
what it is expected 2 man should sce. The grand
abject of travelling is to sec the shores of the Medi-
terranean, On those shores were the four great
empires of the world; the Assyrian, the Persian,
the Grecian, and the Roman. All our religion,
almost all our law, almost all our arts, alost all
that sets us above savages, bas come to us from the
shores of the Mediterrancan.” The General ob-
served, that ¢ Tue MEDITERRANEAN would be a
noble subject for a poem.”

We talked of translation. I said, I eould not de-
fine it, nor could I thizk of a similitude to illustrate
it; but that it appeared to me the translation of
poetry could be only imitation. JorNson. “ You
may trauslate books of science exactly. You may
also translate history, in so far as it is not embellished
with oratory, which is poetical. Poetry, indeed,
cannot be translated ; and, therefore, it is the poets
that preserve languages; for we would not be at the
trouble to leam-a language, if we could have all
that is written in it just as well in a translation. But
as the beauties of poetry cannet be preserved in
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uny language except that in which it was originally
written, we learn the language.”

A gentleman maintained that the art of printing
had hurt rcal learning, by disseminating idle writ-
ings. Jonxsox. ¢ Sir, if it had not been for the
art of privting, we should now have no learning at
all ; for books would have perished faster than thoy
could have been transcribed.” This observation
seems not just, consideving for how many ages books
were preserved by wrifing alone, (1)

The same gentlewan waintained, that a general
diffusion of knowledge among a people was u disad-
vantage; for it made the vulgar rise above their
hurble sphere.  Jouxson.  « Sir, while knowledge
iz a distinction, thuse who are possessed of it will
vaturally rise above those who arc not.  Mevely to
read and write was a distbiction at first; but we see
when rdading and writing have become general, the
common people keep their stations. And su, were
higher attainments to become general, the effect
would be the samne.” '

“Goldsmith,” he said, “referred every thing to
vanity; his virtuos and his vices too were from that
motive. He was not a social man. He never cx-
changed mind with you.” (%)

(1) The author did not recollect that of the books preserved
(and an infinite numbér was lost) all wére confined to two lan-

ages. In modern times and modern lmgu-‘ghes, France and
ﬁly alone produce more bouks in a given tine then Greece’and
Rome: put England, Spain, Germdny; and thé northern kingé
doms out of the guestion. — BrLaxxway,

* £2) This seems not quite olear, Poor Goldsmith was, in the
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We spent the evening at Mr, Hoole's. Mr.
Mickle, the excellent translator of « The Lusiad,”
was there. I have preserved little of the conversa-
tion of this evening. Dr. Johnson said, ¢ Thomson
bad a true poetical genius, the power of viewing
every thing in a poetical light. His fault is such a
cloud of words sometimes, that the sense can hardly
peep through. Shiels, who compiled ¢ Cibber's Lives
of the Poets,” was onc day sitting with me. I took
down Thomson, and read aloud a large portion
of him, and then asked, — Is not this fine? Shiels
baving expressed the highest admiration—¢ Well,
Sir,’ said I, ¢1 have omitted every other line.””

I related a dispute between Goldsmith and Mr.
Robert Dodsley, one day when they and I were
dining at Tom Davies’s, in 1762. Goldsmith as-
serted, that there was no poetry produced in this
age. Dodsley appealed to his own collection, and
maintained, that though you could not find a palace
like Dryden’s « Ode on 8t. Cecilia's Day,” you had
villages composed of very pretty houscs; and he
mentioned particularly “The Spleen.” Jounson.
“{ think Dodsley gaye up the question. He and
Goldsmith said the same thing; only he said it in a
softer manuer than Goldsmith did; for he acknow-

ordinary sense of the word, social and communicative to e fault.

Dr. J udmmmi mhe;nu»r:fuch of';:
eager in on, to be a man of agrees

m and be had no reserve whatsoever, and

redvmn(rhuud m)’h;lﬂmmd w:zl;" the mmmﬂm
80 m never

bo never ?ﬂ“ interchanged opi mclg’d ;



Erar. 67. “WHAT IS POETRY?" 157

ledged there was no poetry, nothing that towered
above the common mark. You may find wit and
humour in verse, and yet no poetry. ¢ Hudibras’
has a profusion of these; yet it is not to be reck-
oned a poem. ‘The Spleen,” in Dodsley’s collec-
tion, on which you say he chiefly rested, is not
poetry.” Boswerr. ¢ Does not Gray's poetry,
Sir, tower above the common mark?” JomnNsoN.
“ Yes, Sir; but we must attend to the difference be-
tween what men in general cannot do if they would,
and what every man may do if he would.  Sixteen-
string Jack (!) towercd above the common mark.”
BoswecL. ¢ Then, Sir, what is poetry ?”  JoHN-
soN, “Why, Sir. it ix much easier to say what it is
not. We all k»oe what light is; but it is not easy
to tell what it is.” (%)

On Friday, April 12, I dined with him at our
friend Tom Davies's, where we met Mr. Cradock (3),
of Leicestershire, author of « Zobeide,” a tragedy;
a very pleasing gentlemun, to whom my friend Dr.
Farmer's very excellent Fssay on the Learning of
Shakspeare is addressed; and Dr. Harwood, who
has written and published various works, par-

(1) A noted highwayman, who, after having been several
times tried and acquitted, was at last hanged. e was remark-
able for fuppery in his dress, and particulsrly for wearing a
bunch of sixteen strings at the kuees of his breeches.

(2) Gray, he said, was the very Torré af‘roeﬁ'y he played
his corusestions so o?;ecmusly. that his steel mnsmkcu by
many for a shower of goid.—Hawxins,—Torré was a foreigner
wha, some years ago, exlnblbed a variety of splendid fire-worke
at Marybone Gardens, — (.

( Whio has since published “ Memoirs of his own Times”
h'T have made occasional use, —
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ticularly a fantastical translation of the New Tes-
tament, in modern plirase, and with a Socinian
twist. ()

T introduced Aristotli’s daetrine, in his « Art of
Poetry,” of *¢ xabasri: vav mabn e, the purg-
ing of the passions,” as the purpose of tragedy. (%)
“ But how are the passions to be purged by terror
and pity?” said L. with an assumed air of ignorance,
to incite him to talk, for which it was often neces-
sary to employ some address. Jouxson. ¢ Why,
Sir, you are to consider what is the meaning of
purging in the original sense. It is to expel impu-
ritics from the human body.  The mind is subject
to the same hwmperfection. The passions are the
great movers of human actions; but they are mixed
with sucli impurities, that it is pecessary they should
he purge! or refined by weans of terror and pity.
For instance, ambition is a noble passion; but by
secing upon the stage, that a man who is 8o exces-
sively umbitious as to raise himsclf by injustice is
punished, we are terrified at the faral consequences
of such a passion. In the same manner, a certain
degree of resentment is neccssary; but if we see
that a man carries it too far, we pity the object of
it, and are taught to moderate that passion.” My
record upon this oceasion does great injustice to

(1) He is more advantageowly known by a work on the
cs, — C.

(2) See an ingenious esgay on this subject by the late Dr.
Mooz, Greek professor at Glasgow, — B, — Sﬂeyalw a Jearned
note on this passage of Aristotle, by Mr. Twining, in his ad-
mirable transiation of the Poetics, in which the various expla-
nations of other critics are considered, and in which Dr, Moor's
essay iy particularly discussed. — J. Bosweri, jun.
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Tohnsan's expression, which was so forcible and
brilliant, that Mr. Cradock whispered me, < O that
his words were written in a book 17

1 observed, the great defeet of the tragedy of
« Othello” was, that it had not 2 moral ; for that no
nun coald resi<t the cirrumstances of suspicion
which were artfully suczested to Othello’s mind.
Jonxsox. “In tLe firse place, Sir, we leara from
Othello this verv swefal morad, not to make an un-
equal mateh; in the sceond place, we learn not to
yickf too readdy to snepicion. The handkerclief is
merely atrick. theush a very pretty trick ; but there
are no other eireumstanees of reasonable suspicion,
exeept what is related by fago of Cassio’s Wwarm ex-
pressions eoneerning Desdemona in his sleep ; and
that depended entirely upon the assertion of one
man.  No, Sir. 1 think Othello has more mnoral than
almost any play.”

Talking of a penurions gentleman of our aequaint-
anee, Johnson said, * Sir, he is narrow, not so much
from avariee, as {rom impotence to spend his money.
He eanuot find in his heart to pour out a bottle of
wine ; but ke would not much eare if it should sour.”

He said, he wished to see ©John Dennis's Cri-
tical Works” eollected. Davies said, they would
not sell.  Dr. Johnson seemed to think etherwise.

Davies said of a well-known dramatic author (1),
that ¢ he lived upon pofted stories, and that he made
his way as Hannibal did, by vinegar; having begun
by attacking people, particularly the players.”

(1) S Tames Mackintosh thought Cumberland was meant,
1 am now satistied that it was Arthur Murphy. — C. 1835
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He reminded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murphy’s hav-
ing paid him the highest compliment that ever was
paid to a layman, by asking his pardon for repeat-
ing some oaths in the course of telling a story. (1)

Johnsor and I supped this evening at the Crown
and Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua
Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Mr. Nairne, now one of the
Scotch judges, with the title of Lord Dunsinan (2),
and my very worthy friend, Sir William Forbes, of
Pitsligo.

We discussed the question, whether drinking im-
proved conversation and benevolence. Sir Joshua
maintained, it did. JounsoN. ¢ No, Sir: before
dinner men meet with. great inequality of under-
standing ; and those who are conscious of their in-
feriority have the modesty not to talk. When they
have druank wine, every man feels himself happy,
and loses that modesty, and grows impudent and
vociferous: but he is not improved: he is only not
sensible of his defects.” Sir Joshua said the Doctor
was talking of the effects of excess in wine ; but that
a moderate glass enlivened the mind, by giving a
proper circulation to the blood. 1 am,” said he,
*in very good spirits, when Bget up in the morning.
By dinner-time I am exhaunsted; wine puts me in
the same state as when I got up: and I am sure

(1{ ‘When a man of some note was talking before him, and
interlarding his stories with oaths, Johnson said, *Sir, all this
will do mnothing for our story; J you will not
swear.” The narrator went on swearing: Johnson said, “I
must again entreat you not to swear,” He swore agsin; John-
son quitted the room. — Hawxixs.
(8) 8ee ant?, Vol. 1V. p. 48, —C,
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that mederate drinking makes people talk better.”
Jounsox. “No, Sir; wine gives not lighi, gay,
ideal, hilurity: but tumultuous, noisy, clamnrous
merriment. 1 have heard none of those drunken, —
nay, drunken is*a coarse word, — none cof those
vinous flights.”  Sir Josnoa, « E‘unausr‘, v(a bave
sat by. quite sober, and felt au envy of the happi-
pess of those who were drinking.” Jonwsox. ¢ Per-
haps, contempt.  And. Sir, it & not necessacy to be
drunk onc’s < relich the wit of drank: noess,
Do we not judge of the dmuken wit of the dislogue
‘between Iago and Cassio, the most exeelient in its
kind, when we are quite sober 7 Wig ig wit, by
whatever means it is produced; and, if‘g‘ood. will
appear so at all times. I admit that the spirits are
raised by drinking, ax by the common participation
of anv pleasure : cuc,k-ﬁghtiug ur bear-baiting will
raise the spirits of a company, as drinking does,
though surely they will not improve conversation.
T also admit, that there are some sluggish meh who
are improved by drinking ; as there are fruits which
are not good till they are rotten. There are such
men, but they are medlars. 1 indeed allow that
there have been a very few men of talents who were
improved by drinking; but I maintain that T am
right as to the effects of drinking in geperal: and
let it be considered, that there is no pes:tmn, how-
ever false in its umvcrsahty, which is' not teue of
some particular man.”  Sir William Forhbes suid,
-¥Might not a wan warmed -with wine be Kke a

bottle of beer, Whmh is made brisker by being set

vor. V1. R '
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before the fire.” ¢ Nay,” said Johnsen, laughing
« ] cannot answer thot : that is too mach for me.”
1 observed, that wine did some peoplc harm, by
inflaming, confusing, and irritating their minds: but
that the exprnicnce of mankind had declared n fa-
vour of moderate drinking. Jouxson. “ Sir, I do
not say it is wrong to produce self-complacency by
drinking ; I only deny that 1t improves the mind.
When I drank wine {!), 1 scorned to drink 1t when
in company. 1 have drunk wmany a bottle by my-
self ; wu the first place, because 1 had need of 1t to
raise my spitits; in the second place, because I would
have nobedy to witness its effects upon me.” (%)
He told us, “ almost all hus Ramblers were writ-
ten juot a« they were wanted for the press ; that he
sent & cc1tan portion of the copy of an essay, and

1) At onc period of s hfe, however, he was rcconaliu to
the battle  Swiet wines were his chief fovourites, whon none
of thex were before lam, he would sonsetimes drmk puitwith a
lump ¢f suzir 10 every glass.  The strongest hiquors, and n
very Iarge \Tummes, produred no other cftect on bim than
moderate (\ularation  Ouce, and but once, he 15 knoww to
have Bad his dose, o arcusastinee which he s f discovered,
ost inding one of hus sesquipedaban words hang fire; he then
started up, and gravely observed, — I thunk it tine we should go
to bed. % Afler & ten yeary' forbearance of cviry flurd excant
tea and sherbet, I drank,” said be, ¢ one glass of wine to the
health of Sir Joshua Reynolds, on the evening of the day on
which he was kmighted I never swallowed another drop, till
old DMaiderra was priseribed to me as a cordisl during iny present
mdrpsution, but this iquor did not relish as erly, and
1 therefore discontinued i " —Hawane

(%) Soce ant2, Vol. IM)‘» 296., but I must obsérve, on the as.
sertion innde there by Mrs. Proze,  that the paper un Procras.
tination was wntten i Sir Joshua Reynolds's puriour; *—tha,
bath shwiind Mr, Boswell appoar to have been 10 error as to the
dase of the acquamtance betweon Sir Jushoa aiid D, Johmson.
Bee attd, Vol L p. 291. n. £ * The llambler” was onded be-
fore they could have been m*unmwd. —-C
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wrote the remainder, while the former part of it was
printing. When it was wanted, and-he had fairly
sat down to it, he was sure it would be done.”

He said, that, for general improvement, a maz
should read whatever his immediate inclination
prompts him to; though, to be sure, if a man has a
science to learn, he must regularly and resolutely
advance. He added, “What we read with inclin-
ation makes a much stronger impression. If we read

without inelination, half the mind is employed in-

fixing the attention ; so therc is but one half to be
employed on what we read.” e told us, he read
Fielding’s « Amelia” through without stopping. (1)
He said, « If a man begins to read in the middle of
2 book, and fecls an inclination to go on, let him
not quit it, to go to the beginning. He may, per-
haps, not feel again the inclination.”

Sir Joshua mentioned Mr. Cumberland's «¢Odes,”
which were just published. Jomnsox. « Why, Sir,
they would have been thought as good as odes com-
monly are, if Cumberland had pot put his name to
them; but & name immediately draws censure, un-
1ess it be a name that bears down every thing before

(1) We havehare an involuntary testimony to the excellence
of this admirable writer, to whom we have secn that Dr. John-
son dirgcity allowed %o little merit. — B. — Johnson appears to
have been patticularly pleased with the character of the beroine
of this novel. ¢ His sttention to veracity,” says Mrs, Piouri,
“ was mﬂlou:wd or cxample;” and when 1 mentioned Cla-
riseh a8 a.pe clisracter, % On the contrary,” said he, « you
may obsetve. i alwuys something which she Erefm to
truth,” ¥ Fielding’s Amelin was thc most pleasiug lheroine of

_alf the remanoes;” he said; ¢ but that vile broken nose; siever
.

cured, the.exle of perhups the only boak, of which, bein
prmte %M) w:m‘m !)nmf\ing, a new cdition waﬁ
call>d Jor before nights” — Aneedotge, p, 221,— M. N
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it. Nay, Cumberland has made his *Odes’ subsi-
digry to the fame of another man. (1)  They might
tave run well enongh hy themselves; but he has
not only loaded them with a name, bat has made
them earry double.”

We talked of the reviews. and Dr. Jobnson spoke
of them as he did at Thrale's.  Sir Joshua said,
what I have often thought, that he wondered to find
80 much good writing employed in them, when the
authors were to remain unknown, and so could not
have the mnotive of fume. Jouwsow. «Nay, Sir,
those who write in them, write well, in order to be
paid weli.”

Lerrer 246. TO MISS REYNOLDS.
« April 15. 1776.
< Inanrst Manay, — When you called on Mrs.
Thrale, I firsl by enquiry that she was really abrosd.
The same thing happened to Mee Montagu, of which I
beg yuu to inform Ler, for <he went likewise by niy
opinion. The denial, if it had been feipmed, would not
have pleased me,  Your visits, however, are kindly paid,
and very kindly tuken. We are going to Bath this
morning : but I could not part without telling you the
real state of your visit. — 1 am, dearest Madam, &e.
¢ Baw, Jounson.”

Soon after this day, he went to Baﬁmithvﬂr‘
and Mrs. Thrale. T had never seen thu beautiful
city, and wished to take the opportupity of visiting

it while Johnsen was there. Having written to him,
“1 pbosived the following answer: — .

1) Mr. Rommey, th peinter, who baa now, désérvodly entan
bh&%dnﬂghrmﬁ?&ﬁm . ' ’
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Lerezs 247, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

“ Dran Sig, — Why de you talk of neglect? When
did I neglect you? If you will come to Bath, we shall
all be glad to see you. Come therefore, as soon as you
can. — But T have a little business for you at Londen.
Bid ‘Fraucis look in the paper drawer of the chest of
drawers in my bed-chamber, for two cases ; one for the
attorney-general, and one for the solicitor-general,
They lie, I think, at the top of 10y papers ; otherwisy
they ave somewlope wlse, and will give e more trouble,

© Please to write to roe humediately, if they ean be
found. Make my compliments to sll our friends round
the world, and to Mrs. Williams at hvme, —— I am, Sir,
your, &c.

“ San. Jomwsox,

¢ Search for the papers as soon as you can, that, if
it is necessary, | may write to you again before you
cotpe down,”

On jt11e 26th April, T went to Bath; and on my
arrival at the Pelican i, found lying for me an
obliging iuvitation from Mr. und Llvs. Thrale, by
whom I was agrecably entertained almost constantly
during my stay. They were gone to the roomsy
but there was a kind note from Dr. Juhuson, that he
should sit at home all the cvening. T went to him
“directly ; and before Mr. and Mrs. Thrale returned,
we hadl by oumelvea some hours of tea~drinking a.nd‘
talk.
T shall gromp. together such of his sayings as *
preserved during the few days that I was at Bagh.
Ofa ppm(‘}whd differed from bim in pohhﬂt,

* @) Mr. Burke C.
« M
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be said, ¢ In private lifc he is a very honest gentle-
man; but I will not allow him to be so in public
life. People may be honest, though they are doing
wrong . that is, between their Maker and them.
But we, who arc suffiring by their pernicious con-
duct, are to distroy them, We are sure that
[Burke] acts from intrrest. Wo know what his
genuine principles were. (1) They who allow their
passions to confound the distinetions hotween right
and wrong, are eriminal. They may be convinced .
but they have not come honestly by their convie-
tion.”

Tt having been mentioned, 1 know not with what
truth, that a certain female political writer (1), whose
doctrines he disliked, had of late become very fond
of dress, sat hours together at her toilet, and even
put on rouge : Josnson. “ She is better emplcved
at her toilet, than using her pen. It is hetter rhe
should be reddening her own ehecks, than blacken-
ing other people's eharacters,”

He told us that ¢ Addison wrote Budgell's papers
in the Spectator, at leust mended them so much
that he made them ahnost his own ; and that Draper,
Tonson’s partncer, assured Mrs, Johnson, that the
much admired Epiloguc to ¢ The Disiressed Mother,
which camec out in Budgell’s name, was in reahity
written by Addison.”

n(1"‘)g nm um,mmurnernra x i, they, ng;:fuhﬂm
emded ok he bel-n--
© This sun of empire, where he rose, he set ! C,
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“ The mode of government by onc may be ill
adapted to a small society, but is best for a great
natior. The charaeteristic of our own government
at present is imbeeility. The magistrates dare not
eall the guards for fear of being hanged. The guards
will net come for fear of being given up to the blind
nige of popular jurics.”

Of the father (1) of one of our fricnds< he observed,
¢ He never clarified his potions, by filtrating them
tirough other winds,  He had a canal upon his
¢state, where at one place the bank was too low, [
lug the canal decper,” said he.

He told me that “su long ago as 1748, he had
read ¢ The Grave,” 2 Poem (2), byt did not like it
much.” I differed from him; for though it is not
equal throughout, and is seldom elegantly correet, it
abounds 1 solemn thought aud poetical imagery
beyond the common reach. The woild has differed
from him; for the poem has passed through many
editions, and is still much read by people of a serious
cast of xmind,

A literary lady of large fortune was mentioned, as

(1) The elder Mr. Langton. — Hauk. Mem.

(2) 1 ant sorry that there are no memorrs of the Rev. Robert
Blau-, the author of tius puemn. 1le was the representative of
the ancient fanily of Blair of Blair, in Ayrshire; but the estate
bad descended to a fumale, an .ﬂemrds passod to the o of
her busband amther marriage. He was minister of the
pansh of Athel where Mr. John Humo was hrs suc-

learning, 18 now, with Iprm solicitor.general of,
b Pots by At K of Bl and Chalmers, B ﬂ'ﬁo P
" uis tmpum:h yeur, ]

- M
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one who did good to many, but by no mcans “ by
stealth ;" and instead of * blushing to find it fame,”
acted cvidently frow vanity, JouwssoN. 1 have
seen no heings who do as much good from benevo-
‘lance, as she does, from whatever motive. If there
gre such under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish
they would come up, or come down. What Soame
Jenyns suys upon this subject is not to be minded:
he is u wit:  No, 8ir; to act from pure benevolence
is not possible for finite beings. Human beneve
lence is mingled with vanity, interest, or some other
motive.” (1)

He would not allow me ta praise a lady (2) then
at Bath; observing, ¢ She does not gain upon we,
8ir; 1 think her empty-headed.” He was, indeed,
a stern critic upon characters and mannpers. Even
Mrs. Fluale did not escape his friendly animadver-
sion at times. When he and I were one day en-
deavouring to ascertain, article by article, how one
“of. our friends (8) could possibly spend as much

(1) The pension which Mrs, Montagu had lately settled on
Miss Willinms (see ande, p. 20. ) would natovally nccount for
this defence of that lady's beneficence, but it seems-also to have

induced Jobnson to spesk of her intellectual powers in a ghrai
meggﬁc as excessive as his former depreciation.  Miss Hey-

lﬁtb' t, she displays such powers of ratiociastion - such ra.
Wﬁintmmxgcdlépuumum si ";‘-0. .
L) ’f‘hlshuwnmgodtb‘beMiﬂKm ori; et it -
ngm&mm Mmmdﬁaqhmﬁq\m

W, R s S 10 - fromy ‘Hannah
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moncy in his family as e told us he did, she inten -
rupted us by a lively extravagant sally, on the ex-
pense of clothing his children, describing it iu a
very ludicrous and fanciful manner. Johuson looked
a little angry, and said, « Nay, Madam, when you
zre declaiming, declaim ; and when you are ealeu-
lating, calculate.” At another time, when she said,
perhaps affcetedly, © I don't like to fly.” Jomnsow.
“ With yowr wings, Madam, you mwst iy : but have
a care, there aro clippers abroad.” (') How very
well was this said, and how fully has experience
proved the truth of it]  But have they ngt elipped
rather ruddr/. and gone a great deal closer than was

necessary ¥ (%)
A gentleman expressed a wish to go and lu ¢ three

(1) But though Dr. Johnson would, as Mrs. Piozzi has can-
aaly confessed, treat ber with memmml rudencss, he had a
most sincere and tender regard for her, and no wonder ; for she
would, with great consideration and kindness, overlook his
fuibles and his nsperities.  One day, at her own table, he s
50 very roughly to her, that every one present was surprised mt
she could bear it so placidly s and on the ladies wit '
expressed great astonishment that Dr, J m
har‘«hlx to her, bt te this she said no more than « 0 deur ood
pum I* 'This siaple rcpl’y sppeared so & proof of her
gencrons and aftectionate friendskip, that I took the first
tuuny of communieating it to Dr, Jolmum, repeating her own,
animadversions which had oduced it. Hewas muchdu\ﬁ%:& .

, A%

with the information ; some time after, as he

{aack .;i!n biu chair, aeetm‘gg ;‘l’ be hailt a;leep.hbut reall .

urned o m 15 pleasing incidens, he r na

loud whi '*-f "mgﬁ ar M g' '&m kind l;‘f soli

was 4 cmnmon it is, ‘when, any thing very atﬁn‘wgor
thoughts, —

Ik““mrdinuy sngmd his Muss Rxxsoins,

acounst Mom ”o'i"‘i..“"m"f.;uhu' ""'“W“”"'"“”" Pm"i"“
. lurlw to Bnuuﬁ?m strictures in th Emnn ngu‘i.:;
o= 788 nwﬂ, Lhat ¢van Mr. an, all hiy-enmity
:uwudsht. aat w them, = C.
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years at Otaheité, or New Zealand, in order to obtain
a full acquaintance with people so totally different
from all that we have ever known, and be satisfied
what pure naturc can do for man. Jomxsow.
% What could you learn, Sir? What can savages
tell, but what they themsclves have secn?  Of the
past or the invisible they can tell nothing. The in-

- habitants of Otaheité and New Zealand are not in »
state of pure nature ; for it is plain they broke ol.
from some other people. Had they grown, out of
the ground, you might have judged of a state of pure
nature., - Fanciful people may talk of a mythology
being amongst them; but it must be invention.
They have once had religion, which has been gra-
dually debased. And what account of their religion
can you suppose to be learnt from savages ? Only
consider, Sir, our own state: our religion is in a -
‘book ; we have an order of men whose duty it is to
teach it ; we have one day in the week set apart for
it, and this is in general pretty well observed s yet
ask the first ten gross men you meet, and hear what
they can tell of their religion.”
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CHAPTER VL
1776,

Excursion to Bristol — Rowley's Poems.— Chatterton.—
Gurrick’s * Archer.” — Brute Creation.— Chesterfield's
¢ Letters.) —*- T de, or not to be. ~~ Lusury.—
Oglethorpr.— Lovrd Elibaynk. —Conversation.— Ego-
tigm.— Dr. Oldfield. — Commentators on the Bible~—
Lord Thurlow. — Sir Jokn Pringle. — IMnnes. at
Mr. Dilly's. — Jokn Wilkes.— Foote’s Mimicry.—
Garrick's Wit. — Biagraphy. — Cibber's Plays. —
« Difficile est proprié,” §c. — City Poets. — *° Dig-
bolns Regis.”— Lord Bute.— Mrs. Knowles.— JMrs,
Rudd.

Ox Monday, April 29., he and' I made an excursion
to Bristol, where I was entertained with sceing him
inquire upon the spot idto the authenticity of
“ Rowley’s poetry,” as I had seen him enquire upon
the spot into the authenticity of « Ossian's poetry.
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was as zedlous for’
Rowley as Dr. Hugh Blair was for Ossian (I'trust
my reverend friend will excuse the oompmon), at-
tended us at our inn, and with a triumphant air “of
lively simplicity, called out, “1 'l make Dr. Johmson
s convert.” Dr. Johnson, at his dexire, read doud
meoi‘chmertounfabnmtedverses, while Catvot |

od st the back of his chair, moving himself like 8
m ulum, and beating time with his feet, and now.
and ‘then looking into Dy. Johnson’s face, wondering’
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that he was not yet convineed. We called on Mr.
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the originals,
as they were called, which were exceuted very arti-
ficially ; but from a careful inspection of them, and
a consideration of the eircumstances with which they
were attended, we were quite satisfied of the impos-
turc, which, indeed, has heen chearly demonstrated
from inrernal evidence, by seyeral able crities. (1)

. Houest Catecot scemed to pay no attention what-
ever to any objeetions, but insisted, as an end of all
controversy, that we should go with him to the tower
of the church of St. Mary, Redclifly and view with
our own eyes the ancient chest in which the manu-
scripts were found. (?) To this Dr. Johnson good-
naturedly agrced; and, -though troubled with a
shortness of breathing, laboured up a long flight of
steps, tHl we came to the place where the wondrous
chmtﬁtmd. « There,” said Catuot, with a bouncing
confident credulity, © ¢ere is the very chest itself”
After this aeular demorstration, there was 1o more
to he said. He brought {v my recollection a Scotch
Highlander, & man of learning too, and who bad
‘seen the world, attesting, and at the same time giv-
ing his reasons for; the 3uthenticity of Fingal: « 1
have heard all that poem when I was young.”
# Have you, 8ir? Pray what have you heard 7"

- {1) Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, Mr. Malone. L

' (2) This noireté resembles the style of evidonce which Johne

T TR
a its he

- known those who qﬁw e bgénwwhich the Preu"nderm

Wh-msw
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«“T have heard Ossian, Oscar, and etery ome of
them,”

Johnson said of Chatterton, “This is the most
extraordinary young man that has encountered my,
knowledge. 1t is wonderful how the whelp has
written such things.” (1)

We were by no weans pleased with our inn at
Bristol. « Let us sec now,” said I, « how we should
describe it.”  JYohnmson was ready with his raillery
“Deserile sl Nar? Why, it was so bad, that —
Boswell wished to be in Scotland 1™

“After Dr.Jolngon returned to London [May44h ]
I was several times with him at his house, where I oc-
easionally slept, in the foom that had been assigned
for me. I dined with bim at Dr. Taylor’s, at General
Oglethorpe’s, and at General Paoli's. To dvoid a
tedious minuteness, 1 shall group together what I
bave preserved of his conversation during this period
also. without spueifying cach scene where it passed,
éscept one, wirich will be found so remaikable as
ertainly to Iéserve a very particular relation. Wheré
the place or the persons do not contribute to the
zest of the conversation, it is unnecessary to encum-
ber my page with mentioning them. To know of
what vintage our wine is, enables us to judge of its
value, and to drink it with more relish : but to have

(1) Of the merit of the poems admitted on both sides of the
1y E«o sword that cuts both ways, Itis

a8 wo lthltahoyofsixselm ymrsoldnhouldm\emmd
his mind with such s strain of ideas and as to suppose

that such ease of versification and el uevuf nNEQISEE Were
ﬁoduced by Hnwley in the! time of onrﬂt."
AWKINS, CL
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the produce of each vine of onc vineyard, in the
same year, kept separate, would serve no purpose
To know that our wine (to use an advertising
phrase) is “of the stock of an ambassador lately
decepsed,” heightens its flavour: but it signifies
nothing to know the bin where each bottle was once
duposited.

¢« Gurrick,” he observed, “ does not play the part
of Archer in the < Beaux Stratagem’ well. The
gentleman should break through the footman. which
i> not the caso as he does it.” (1)

“ Where there is no education, as in savage coun-
tries, men will have thé upper hand of women. Bodily
strength, no doubt, contributes to this; but it would
be so, exclusive of that; for it is mind that always
governs. When it comnes to dry uuderstanding,
maan hus the better.”

“ The litde volumes entitled, ¢ Respublica (%),
which are very well done, were & bookseller's work,”

“ There is much talk of the misery which we cause
to the brute creation; but they are recompensed by
existence. 1f . they were not useful to man, and
therefore protected by him, they would not be nearly
80 numerous,” This argument is to be found in the
able and benigpant Hutchinson's ¢ Moral Philo-
sophy.” But the question is, whether the animals
who endure such sufferings of various kinds, for the
sarvice and entertainment of man, would accept of

the ather hand, denfed that Jobnson m
...,.2;. ::dh ng the gmllcman fmn the fiotman,  Sue
anid, p, 98 = G,

(%) Acoounts of the principal imu of Luropa. -C,
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existence upon the terms on which they have it.
Meadame de Sevigné, who, thengh she had many
enjoyments, felt with dclicate sensibility the pre-
valence of misery, complains of the task of existence
having been imposed upon her without her consent.

« That man is never happy for the present is so
true, that all his relief from unh.nppmcss is only for-
getting himself for a lirtle while. Life isa progress
from want to wint, not from enjoyment to enjoy-
ment.”

“ Though many men are nominally intrusted with
the administration of hospitals and other public in-
stitutions, almost all the gnod is done by one man,
by wkom the rest are driven on ; owing to confidence
in him and indolence in them.”

“ Lord Chestcrfield’s Letters to his Son (’),
think, might be made a very pretty book. Take
out the immorality, and it should be put into the

. hands of every young gentleman.- An elegant man-
ner and easiness «f behaviour are acquired gradually
and impercepiibly. No man can say, ‘1'll be gen-
teel”  There arc ten gvntcel women for one genteel
man, becanse they are more restralneq A man,
without some degree of testraint is imuﬂ‘emble; but
we are all less restrained than women. ’ Were a
woman sitting in company to put out her legs before
her as most men do, we should be tempted to kick
themin.” No man was a more attentive and nice

+ observer of bebdviour in those whose compauy he
MW‘M be thitn Johnson, or, however strwgc

(1) % A Prettj hook” mv): fram these letters by th
ﬁn Trusler, ontitieq ¢ :;l‘:gofl'uum-—ﬂ.ua-
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it may seem to many, had a higher estimation of its
refinements. (1)

Lord Llhot informs me, that one day when John-
son and he were at dmner iu a gentleman’s house in
London, upon Lord Chesterfield's Letters being
mentioned, Johnson surprised the company by this
sentence @ “ Every man of any edueation would
rather be called a raseal, than accused of deficicney
in the graces.” Mr. Gibbon, who was present, turned
to a lady who knew Johnson well, and lived mach
with him, and in his quaint manner, tapping his
bozx, addroessed her thus : © Don’t you think, Madam
(looking tuwards Johnson), that among all jour
acquaintance, yon could tind one exception?” Th
lady smiled, and seemed to acquicece. (¢)

(1) 1 une day commended a young lady for her beanty and
pretty be haviour, to whem she thought no objections evuld hive
heen made. “ 1 eaw her (says Dr. Johnson) take a pun of
selssary 10 her left hand ; and, althcugh ber father 1 now lecome
a nobleman, and as you say cxcessioely rich, 1 should, were I a
youth of quality ten years hence, hesatate between a grl so
ne| and & negen.M— Prozzi~ Ihe cinld who ok a par
of wcivsors 10 ber left hand 1 now a weman of quality, bighly

od, and would cut us, I eqnelude. most deservedly, if
roore were said on the subjeet."— Prarzr, AIS.—1 beheve that the
lsdy was the eldest daughter of Mr, Lrttelton, atterwards Lord
Westente, marmied to Sir Richard Nowe,  She was born i
Jawmaica, sud thence, perhaps, Jobnson s strange stiusion to the
negro. — C.

) Colman, in his ¢ Rardom Records,” hns given a hv

sk.&é?h of the appearanice and manners of Juhmtg: and (iiblgn};
in society* =

' “ The ol Glbh’ﬂ)n":;c Y mm munum‘::du‘ to “?o lur;d {may
UsoN 7 AN M
ighe were as diffttent as thew rl:mlm:uu'. (On the da '

and cunvorsation
firet g6t down with Johnann, in bae rusty brown sult, and his blark
Glbboh was placed pponte to me mn & st of Bowercd v:lm.
& bag and sword. hwi !}h measured phrascology , and John.
“:n" i paralicl between Dreyde’s and l'ope might be ty parod o,
pﬂ:m tn hunselt and 1 Jultison’s sty le was ”JI anid Gib
‘bon's elegant: the statefiness of the Frmer was symitunes pedantic, ad the
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“1 read,” said he, ¢ Sharpe’s Letterz on lualy ()
over again, when § was at Bath. There is a great
deal of matter in them.”

« Mrs. Williams was angry that Thrale’s family
did not send regularly to her every time they heard
fromr me while I was in the Hebrides. Little peaple
aré apt to be jealous: bat they should not be jea-
lous; for they ought to consider, that superior’
attention will nece<sarily be paid to superior fortune .
or rank. Two persons may have equal merit, and
on that account may have an equal claim to atten-
tion; but one of them may have also fortune and
rauk, vvd so may have a double claim.” '

Tajking of his notes on Shakspeare, he said, « I
d~spise those who do not see that I am right in the
passage, where as is repeated, and ‘ asses of great
charge’ introduced. That on < To be, or not to be,’
is disputable.” (2)

4

- &

tstter was irmatly fi.zal,  Job hed to krme-dnlm; and
trimpets; Gibbon n.ove to flutes and hautboys: Johnaon hewed pas-
sages th the Ay~ while Gibhon levelled walks through parks and

gaidens.  Manled ay 1 had been by Johnson, Gibhon poured balm upon my
hiLases by condescending, once or twice in the cousse of the evening, to
talk with me : the great historian was light and playful, suiting his matter
to the capacity of the boy 3 but it was done more o ; —still his ma

yrevailed ; still he ta his snuff:box ; still be smirked and smiled, and
rounded his periods with the same e of good.breeding, as if he were ¢on-
versing with men, His mouth, mellifiwous as Plato’s, was a round hole
nesrly in the centre of his visage.” Vol. 1, p. 121.— C,

(1) Mr. Samuel Sharpe, a surgeon, who bad travelled for
his health, and whose representation of Italia menners was
supposed to be tinged by the ill humour of a valetudinarian.
Barett! took up the defence of his country, and & smart contro-
wmuod,wﬁehm-deaomennhagtt e time, — C,

(2) ¥¢'romy be observed, that Mr. Malone, in his very valn-
able edition’of Shakspeave, has fully vindicated Dt?yohnm
f1om “he idle consures which the of thesé unotes has given
rise to, The interpretation of th ether passage, which Dr.

VOL. VI. ' N,
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A gentleman, whom I found sitting with him one
morning, aid, that in his opinion the character of
an infidel was more detestable than that of a man
notoriously guitty of an atrocious erime. 1 differed
from him, because we are surer of the odiousness of
the one, than of the error of the other. Jounsox.
« Sir, I agree with him; for the infidel would be
guilty of any crime if be were inclined to it.”

« Many things which are fales are transmitted
from book to book, and gain credit in the world.
One of these is the cry against the evil of luxury.
Now the truth is, that luxury produces much good.
Take the luxury of buildings in London. Does it
not produce real advantage in the conveniency and
elepance of accommodation, and this all from the
exertion of industry 7 People will tell you, with a
melancholy face, how many builders are in gaol. 1t
is plain they are in gaul, not for building; {or rents
are not fallen, A man gives half-a-gpinea for a
dish of green peas. How much ga{rﬁ‘niug does
this oceusiou ? how many labourers must the com-
petition to have such things early in t* . market
keep iv employment? You will hear . said, very
gravely, ¢ Why was not the half-guinea, thus spent
in luxury, given to the poor? To how many nyight
it have afforded a good meal?” Alas! has it not
gone to the indwstrions poor, whom it is better to
support than the idle poor? You are much suver

Jobmeon allows to he dispuiable, he has clearly shown to he
erroneous. — H.—The first gote s on a passage in Hamiss, act
% &CEne if, = C, '
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that you are doing good when you pay money to
those who work, as the recompense of their labour,
than when you give' money merely in charity. Sup-
pose the ancient luxury of a disk of peacock’s brains
wure to be revived, how many carcases would be
left to the poor at awhesp rate | and as to the rout
that is made about people who are ruined by ex-
travagance, it is no matter to the nation that some
individuals suffer.  When so mueh general produc-
tive exertion is tim conseguence of luxury, the nation
does not care though there are debtors in gaol : nay,
they kuld uut care thongh their creditors were
there too.”

The uncomnmon vivacity of General Oglethnrpe s
mind, nud variety of knowledge, having sometines
made Lis conversation seem too desultory; Johnson
chserved, « Oglethorpe, Sir, never eompletes what
be has to say.”

He on the same account made a similar remark
ou Patrick Lord Elibank; « Sir, there is nothing
concluséve in his toig.”

When I cumjiained of having dined at a splendid
table without hearing oue senteace of . cunversation
worthy of Leing remembered, he said, « Sig, there
seldom is any such conversation,” BoswrLL. % Why
then meet at table ?” Jonxson. “ Why, to eat and
drink together, and to promote kindness; and, XKir
this is better done when there is no solid conver
ation: for when there is, people differ in opiniou,
and get into bad humour, or aouxe of the company,
who are ot capable of such conversation, ave left
vut, and feel themselves unedsy. It was for this rea-

N 2
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son Sir Robert Walpole said, he always talked bawdy
at his table, because in that all could join.

Being irritated by hearing a gentleman (1) ask
Mr. Levet a varicty of questions concerning him,
when he was sitting by, he broke out, « Sir, you
have but two topies, yourself amd me. . 1am sick of
both.” * A man,” said he, “should not talk of
himself, nor much of any particular person. He
should take care not to be made.a proverb; and,
therefore, should avoid having any one topic. of
which people can say, ¢ We shail hear him upon it."
‘There was a Dr. Oldfield, (2) who was always talking
of the Duke of Marlborough. He came into a
coffechonse one day, and told that his grace had
spoken in the House of Lords for half an Lour.
« Did he indeed speak’ for half an hour 7’ (sid Bel-
chier. the surgeon) —¢ Yes'—¢ And what did he
say of Dr. Oldfield ?°—¢ Nothing.' —¢ Why then,
Bir, he was very ungrateful; for Dr. Oldficld could
not havespoken for a quarter of an hour, without
saying something of him.’”

« Every man is to take existence on the terms on
which it is given to him. To some men it is given
on condition of not taking liberties, which other men
‘may take without much harm. One may drink wine,
and be nothing the worse for it: on another, wine

- may have cffects so inflammatory as to injure him
both in body and mind, and perhaps make him com-

‘ 1) Probably Mr. Boswell himself, who frequent ctised
thgs |)node of oznining information. — C. - 1y pract

2) This, I suppose, was Joshua Oldfield, 1. D., the only
matgmponrf of the Duke ¢7 Maslborough’s, of that name and
degree, that T know of, = €.
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mit something for whick be may deserve to be
m ged.'l

¢« Lord Hailes's * Annals of Scotland’ bave not
that painted form which is the taste of this age;
but it is a book which will always sell, it has such
a stability of dates, such a certainty of facts, and
such a punctuality of citation. I never before read
Scotch history with certainty.”

I asked hira whether he would advise me to read
the Bible with a commentary, and what eomment-
aries he would recommend. Jounsow. “ To be
sure, Sir, I would have you read the Bible with a
commentary ; and I would recommend Lowth and
Patrick on the Old Testament, and Hammond on
the New.” :

During my stay in London this spring, I solicited
his attention to another law case, in which I was
engaged, In the dourse of a contested election for
the borough of Dunfermline, which I agended .as
one of my frieud Colonel (afterward Sir Archibald)
Campbell's counsel, one of his political agents —
who was charged with having been unfaithful to his
employer, and having deserted to the opposite party
for a pecuniary reward — attacked very rudely in
the newspapers the Rev. Mr. James Thomsen, ane
of the iministers of that place, on account of a sup-
posed sllusion to kim in one of his sermons.. Upen’
this the mizjster, on & subsequent Sunday, arraigned
him by name from. the pulpit with some severity ;'
and the'gitent, after the sermon was over, rose up
aut, asked the minister aloud « What bribe he had
received for telling so manf lies fromthe chair of

“ )
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venty 2" (') 1 was present at this wery extraordi-
nary scene. The person arraigned, and his father
and brother, who also had a share both of the ri-
proof from the pulpit and in the retaliation, brought
an oction against My, Thomson, in the Court of
Session, for defamation and damages, and I was ane
of the counsel for the reverend defendant. The
hiberty of the pulpit was our great ground of de-
fence; but we argued also on the proveeation of
the previous attack, and on the instaut retaliation.
‘Lhe Court of Session, however,—the fiftecn judges,
% bo are at the ssme tune the jury, - decided against
the mimster, contrary to my humble opimon; and
several of thum expressed themselves with indigna-
tion against him. He was an aged gentleman, for-
metly s military chaplan, and a man of high spirit
and honour. Jobnson was satisfied that the judg-
ment was wrung, aud dictated to me, in confutation
of it, the followmng Argument. [See Appendix,
No. IL.]

When I read this to Mr. Burke, he was highly
pleased, and exclaimed, « Well, he does his work in
2 workinan likemanner.” ()

Mvr. Thomson wished te bring the cause by appeal

1) & Galbciom, whch has, it with s0 many others,
begot)ne vernaculay in Seotland, Funchc-lh pulpit the
“ chwyre de oéritd"— C,
(2) As a roofof Dr. Johnson’s extraordinary powers of
appears from the orgual manuscript of this ex.
dmmon.ofwhmhhedmmdmcﬂmm zpn—
m&olmhoquy.and the remminder on the 13th,
are in the whole only sewen oortechons, or uthn
uans.andthmmtconudm}ﬂe. Smmmmw
and aceurats exoanations of
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before the House of Lords, but was dissuaded by the
advice of the noble pérsori who-lately presided so
ably in, that'most honourable house, and who was
then attorney-general. As my readers will no doubt
be giad also to read the opinion of this emineut man
upon the same suhject. I shall here insert i¢.

CASSE.

** There ix herewith laid before you, 1. Petition for
the Rev. Mr. James Thomson, minister of Dunfermaline.
2 Answers thereto. 3. Copy of the judgment of the
Court of Session upon both. 4. Notes of the opinions
of the judges, being the reasons upon which their decree
15 grounded.

“ These papers you will please 0 peruse, and give
your opinion,

“ Whether there is a probability of the above de-
cree of the Court of Session being reversed, if
Mr. Thomson should appeal from the same?

“ 1 don’t think the appeal advisable; not only be-
cause the value of the judgioent is in no defree adequate
to the expense ; but because there are many chanees,
that upon the general complexion of the case, the im-
pression will be taken to the disadvantage of the apw
peliant.

“ It is impossible to approve the style of that wermon.
But the complain! was not Jess angracious from that
man, who had behaved so ill by his original lihel, and
6t the time.when he received the repreach hie enmp!tms
of. In the last article all the plaintiffs are equally con-
cerned. It struck-me also with some wonder, that the
Judges should think so much fervour apposite to the
oecasion of reproving the defendant for a little excess.

“Umﬁuw. ver, I agree with them

i minister, and in think-
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ing it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure; and even
for an sction, if any individual could qualify(!) a
wrong, and a damage arising from it. But this 1 doubt.
The circumstance of publishing the reproach in a pulpis,
though extremely indecent, and culpable in another
view, does not constitute a different sort of wrong, or
any other rule of law than would have obtained, if tle
same words had been pronounced elsewhere, § don't
know whether there be any difference in the law of
Scotland, in the definition of slander, before the com-
missaries, or the Court of Session, The eommon law
of England does not give way to actions for cvery re-
proachful word. An action cannot be brought for goneral
damages upon any words which import less than ay
offence cognisable by law ; consequently no action could
have been brought here for the words in question. Hoth
laws admit the truth to be a justification 1 action for
words ; and the law of England does the same in actions
for I'hels. The judgment, therefure, seems to me to
have been wrong, in that the court repelled that defence.
*“E. TourLow.”

1 am now to record a very curious incident in Dr.
Jobnson’s life, which fcll under my own observ-
ation ; of which pars magna fui, and which I am
persuaded will, with the liberal-minded, be much to
his credit.

My desire of being acquainted with celebrated
men-of every description had made me, much about
the same time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Sumuel
Johnson and to John Wilkes, Esq. Two men more

(1) Itis curious to cbserve that Loed Thurlow has bere, per.
haps, in compliment to North Byitain, made usc of a term of the
Seotch Iuw, which to an F reader rony tequire oxplan
stipm. T qualify 8 wrong, is o poant onb sud establish it/
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different could perhaps not be selected out of all’
mankind. They had even aitacked one another with’
some asperity in their writings; yet I lived in habits

of friendship with both. I could fully relish the ex..
cellence of each; for I have ever delighted in that
intellectual chemistry, which can separate good

qualities from evil in the same person.

Bir John Pringle, * mine own friend and my fa-
ther's fricnd,” brtween whom and Dr. Johnson I in
vain wished to establish an acquaintance, as I re-
spected and lived in intimacy with both of them,
observed to me once, very ingeniously, It is not
in friendship as in mathematics, where two things,
each equal to a third, are equal between themselves.
You agree with Johnson as a middle quality, and
you agree with me as a middle quality ; but Jobn-
son and I'should not agree.” Sir John was pot
sufficiently flexible ; so I desisted ; knowing, indeed,
that the repulsion was equally strong on the part of
Johnson ; who, 1 know not from what cause, unless
his being a Scotchman, had formed a very erroncous
opinion of Sir John: But I conceived an irresistible
wish, if possible, to bring Dr. Johnson and Mz,
Wilkes together. - How to manage it, was a n,;m,
and difficult matter. (1) Lo

1) Johnson's dlshkaoer.Wilkulm gruzﬂmtizeta
- even to his connactions, He et

tended
at Sir Joshus s with & large

y,monﬂm Mr, Wilku‘nhmther.mdhu
tbu;ttgnb-keme 5 e m wmm
him wiih, 1 hUPO.Su',whut

worth hearing m%:“g Mcn&
Ww mum %
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My worthy boeksellers and friends, Messieurs
Dilly in the Poultry, at whose hospitable and well-
covered table I have seen a greater number of lite-
rary men than st any ather, except that of bir
Joshua Reynolds, had invited me to meet Mr, Wilkes
and rome more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15
“Pray,” said I, “let us bave Dr, Johnson,” “ What,
with Mr. Wilkes P mot for the world,” said Mr. Ed-
ward Dilly: ¢ Dr. Johnson would never forgive
me.”  Come,” said I, « if you 'll Ict me negotinte
for you, 1 wili be answerable that all shall go well.”
DLy, “ Nay, if you will take it upon you, I am
sure I shall be very happy to see them both here.”

Notwithstanding the high veneration which § en-
tertained for Dr. Johuson, I was sensible that he was
sometimes a little actuated by the spirit of contra-
diction, and by means of that 1 hoped Isshould gain
my point. 1 was persuaded that if 1 had come upon
fim with a divert proposal, « Sir, will yon dive in
wompany witk Jack Wilkes ?” he would have flown
into a passion, and would probably have answered,
% Dine with Jack Wilkes, Sir] 1'd as soon dine with
Jack Keteh.” (1) I, thersfowe, while we wone sitting

xs Mr. Tsrnel Wilkes was a gentleman of u very amuble cherae-

ter and of rofined and, what Dr. Jobnsom little suspected,
%me'mﬂu he
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quietly by owrselves acr his house in an evening,
took occasion to opes my plan thus: « My, Dilly,
Sir, sends his respectful” compliments to you, and
would be bappy if you wonld do him the honour to
diue with him on Wednesday next along with me,
as | must soon go to Scotland.” Jounson. ¢ Bir,
1 am obliged to Mr. Dilly. I will wait upon him—."
BosweLL. ¢ Provided, Sir, 1 suppase, that the
company wlich he s to have is agrecable to you?”
Joumson. * What do you mean, Sir? What do you
take me for? Do you think I am so ignorant of
the world as to imagine that I an to preseribe to a
gentleman what company be is to have at his table ?”
BosweLLn. © I beg your pardon, Sir, for wishiag to
prevent ynu from mecting people whom you might
ot like. Perhaps he may have some of what he
calls his patriotic friends with him.,” Jonnsox,
“ Well, Sir, and what then? What oagrend for his
patriotic friends? Poh!” Bosweir. “I should
not be surpriser to find Jack Wilkes there.” Jomn.
B0¥. “ And 1f Jack Wilkes should be there, what is
that to me, 8ir? My dear friend, let us bave no
more of this. I am sorry to be angry with you; bus
really it is treating me strangely te talk to me as if’
T could not mcet any company whatever, occasion-
ally.” Bosweir. % Pray forgive me, Sir: I meant
well.  But you shall meet whoever somes, for jne.”
Thus I secuped him, and told Dilly that he would
£ind him very well pleasod to be one of bis guests on
the day appointad.

Upon the mueh experied Wednesday, I called on
him about half an hour !‘)et'ore dinner, as I often did
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when we were to dine out together, to see that he
was ready in time, and to gecompany him. I found
him buffeting his books, as upon a former occa-
sion (), covered with dust, and making no prepara-
tion for going abroad. “ How is this, Bir?" said L
“ Don’t you recollect that you are to dine at Mr.
Dilly’s?” Jonnson. ¢ Sir, I did not think of going
to Dilly's : it went out of my head. I have ordered
dinner at home with Mrs. Williams." BoswrLL.
¢ But, my dear Sir, you know yon were engaged to
Mr. Dilly, and 1 told him so. e will expect you,
and will be much disappointed if you don’t comnc.”
Jounson. “ You must talk to Mrs. Williams about
this.”

Here was a sad dilemma. I feared that what I
was 50 confident I had secured would yet be frus-
trated. He had accustomed himself to show Mrs.
Williams such a degree of humane attention, as fre-
quently impored some restraint upch him; and I
knew that if she should be obstinate, he would not
stir. I bastened down stairs to the blind lady's
room, and told her I was in great uneasiness, fo¥
Dr. John<on had engaged to me to dine this day at
Mr. Dilly's, but that he had told me he had forgotten
his engagement, and had ordered dinuer at homa.
“ Yes, Sir,” said she, pretty peevishly, ¢ Dr. Johnson
is tordine at home.” # Madam,” said I, * his respoct
for you is such, that I know he will not leave you,
unless you absolutely desire it. But as you have so
much of his company, I Lope you will be good
enongh to forego it for a diy, as Mr. Dilly is s very

1) Bek p. A28, pf this volumes
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ing you some butter — Allow me to recommend 3
squeeze of this cmnge or the lemon, perhaps, may
have more zest."'—* Sir; sir, I am obliged to you,
8ir,” cried Johnson, bowing, and lurning his head
to him with a look for some time of  surly
virtue (*),” but, in a short while, of complacency.

Foote being mentioned, Johnson said, * He is not
a good mimic.” One of the company added, * A
merry-andrew, 4 huffoon.” Jounson: * But he has
wit too, and is not deficient in ideas, or in fertility
and variety of imagery, and not empty of reading ;
he has knowledge enough to fill up his part. One
species of wit he has in an eminent degree, that of
escave. You drive him into a corner with both
hands ; but he's gone, Sir, when you think you have
got him — like ‘an auimal that jumps over your
head. ‘Then he has a great range for wit ; he never
lets truth stand betwecn him and a jest, and he is
sometimes mighty coarse. Garrick is under many
restraints from which Foote is free,” WiLkes.
* Garrick’s wit is more like Lord Chesterfield’s.”
Jouxnsow. ¢ The first time I was in company with
Foute was at Fitzherbert's, Having no good opinion
of the fellow, I was resolved not to be pleased ; and
it is very difficult to please a man against his will.
I went on eating my dinner pretty sullenlyy affect-
ing not to mind him. But the dog was so very
comical, that I was' obliged to lay down my knife
and fork, throw myself back upon iy chair, and

1) * How, mtend

¢ ) Cﬁnm‘:'yn . wg;ﬁ'em."—m



190 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1rm

minister from the United States at the court of
Madrid. « And who is the gentleman in lace?”
—+ Mr.Wilkes, Sir.” This information confounded
him still more; he had some difficalty to restrain
himself, and, taking up a book, sat down upon &
window-seat and read, or at least kcpt his eye upon
it intently for some time, till he composed himself.
His feclings, I dare say, were awkward enough.
But be no doubt recollected his having rated me for
supposing that be could be at all disconcerted by
any company, and be, therefore, resolutely set him- |
self to behave quite as an easy man of the world,
who could adapt himself at once to the disposition
and manners of those whom he might chance to
meet.

The cheering sound of « Dinher is upon the
table,” dissolved his reverie, and we all gat down
without any symptors of ill humour, There were
present, beside Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Arthur Lee,
who was an old companion of mine when he studied
physic at Edinburgh, Mr. (now Sir John) Mitler ('),
Dr. Lettsom, and Mr. Slater, the draggist. Mnr.

. Wilkes placed himself next to Dr. Johuson, and be-
haved to him with so much attention and politeness,

-that he gained upon him insensibly. No wman eot
.more heartily than Johnson, or loved bettor What
was nice and delieate, Mr. Wilkes was very asely

dutus in belping him to some fine veal.’ “ Pray

&ive me m 8ir - It is betier here — A Tittle of
K m»Soma fat, Sir— A little of the ﬂnﬁng .
‘ggnvy-— It me have the pleasure of g&v-

uj‘ Of Bath Eanton, Suwé.vw.v L R
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worthy man, has frequently had agreeable parties at
his house for Dr. Jehnson, and will be vexed if the
Daoetor seglects him to~day. And then, Madam, be
pleased to consider my situation; I earried the mes-
sage, and 1 assured Mr. Dilly that Dr. Johnson was
to come ; and no doubt he has made a dinner, and
juvited & eompany, and boasted of thc honour he
expeeted to have. [ shall be quite disgraced if the
Doctor is not there.” She gradually softened to my
rolicitations, which were cortainly as earnsst as mog
entreaties to ladies upon any occasion, and was gra-
ciously pleased to empower me to tell Dr. Johnson,
« That, all things considered, she thought he should
certainly go.” I flew back to him, still in dust, and
carcless of what should be the event, ¢ indifferent in
his choice to go or stay:” but as soon as I had
announced ta him Mrs. Williazns's consent, he roared,
* Frank, a clean shirt,” and was very sonn dressed.
When I kad him fairly seated in a hackney-coach
with we, I exulti-] as mich as a fortune-hunter wha
has got an hiirees into a postchaise with bim to set
out for Gretna Green.

When we entered Mr. Dilly’s drawing-room, be
found himeelf in the midst of a company he did or
know. 1 kept myself snug and silont, woatehing
how he would conduct himself. T observed him
whispering to Mr. Dilly, * Who is that gentleman,
Sir ?”—¢ Mr. Arthur Lee.” Joussoxs.  Too, tos,
too” (under’ his breath), which was one of bLis ha-
hltw putterings. - Mr. Arthur Lee could not bw
I very obnoxious to Joknson, for he was not only
@ Pmﬁ‘s but ar American. He was afterwards
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fairly taugh it out. No, Sir, he was irresistible. (1)
He upon one occasion experienced, in an extraor-
dmarrdagree, the efficacy of his powars of enter~
taining. Amongst the many and various modes
whick he tried of getting money, he became a
partner with a small-beer brewer, aud he was to
have a share of the profits for procuring customers
amongst hiz numerous acquaintance. Fitzherbert
was one who took his small-beer , but it was so bad
that the scrvants resolved not to drink it. They
were at some loss how to notify their resolution,
being afraid of offending their master, who they
knew liked Foote much as a companion. At Jast
they fixed upon a little black bey, who was rather
' a favourite, to be their deputy, and deliver their
remonstrance ; and, having invested him with the
whole authority of the kitchen, he was to inform
Mr. Fitzherbert, in all their names, upon a certain
day, that they would drink Foote's small-beer no
langer. On that day Foote happened to dine at
Fitzherbert’s, and this boy scrved at table ; he was
S0 dehgbted with Foote's stories, and merrimeit,
and grimace, that when he went down stairs, he told
them, ¢ This is the finest man I have ever scen. 1.
will not deliver, your message. I will drink his,
small-beer.”” .

“Somebody observed that Garrick could not hnve
done this. WiLkes, % Garrick wauld have mnda
the small-beer stifl smaller.:. He is now laavmg the *
.::tqge buthewﬁlplayﬂwuballlmlifo. Ihum

Foote-told me
m(l) hndnfuced mm nff:ﬁﬁm " I‘s M*
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that Johnson would let nobody attack Gurrick but
himself, as Garrick said to me, and 1 had heard him
praise hix liberality ; so to bring out his commend-
aiion of his celebrated pupil, I said, loudly, “ I have
heard Garrick is liberal” Jonwnsow. * Yes, Sir, [
know that Garrick has given away more money than
any man in England that I am aequainted with,
and that not from vstcutatious views. Garrick was
very poor wheu he began fife; so when he came. to
have money, he probably was very unskilful'in giving
away, and saved when he should not.  But Garrick
began to be liberal as soon as he could; and I am
of opininn, the reputation of avarice which he has
had has becu very lucky fur him, and prevented his
having made ‘enemies, You despise a man for
avarice, but do not hate him. Garrick might have
been much better attacked for living with more
splendour than is suitable to a player; if they had
had the wit to have assaulted him in that quarter,
they might have galled him more. But they have
kept clamouring about his avarice, which has rescued
him from much obloquy 2nd envy.”
Talking of the great difficulty of obtaining au-
thentic information for biography, Johnson told us.
% When I was a young fellow, I wanted to write the
¢ Life of Dryden ('), and, in order to get materials,
I applied tp the only two persons then alive who
had seen kmu these were old Swinney (%), and old
?l« was probnbly for x,im," as well as the
re,” mentioned p 149, n.—C. .
2) Owen M<Sivinney, who ded fn 1754, and bequeathed hin
fortune to Mrs, Woﬂington,mm He had beeri a manager
VOL. VI. o
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Cibber. Swinney's information was no move than
this, ¢ That at Will's coffce-house Dryden had a par-
ticular chair for himself, which was set by the fire
in winter, and was then called his winter chair; and
that it was earried out for him to the baleony in
summer, and was then called his summer chair)
Cibber could tell ne more but ¢ That he remembered
him a decent old man, arbiter of critical disputes at
Will's.” You are to consider that Cibber was then
at a great distance from Dryden, had perhaps one
leg only in the room, and durst not draw in the
pther.,” Boswrerr. “ Yet Cibber was o man of ob=
servation?”  Jomnssoxn. “I think not.” BosweLr.
“ You will allow his ¢ Apology’ to be well done.”
Jouxson. “ Very well done, to be sure, Sir.  That
buok is a striking proof of the justice of Popses
remark s )

¢ Bach might his several province well command,

Wuuld ail but stoop to what they understand.'”
BoswzgLL. “ And his plays are good.” JouNsox.
* Yes; but that was his trade; Lesprit du corps ;
he had been all his life among players and play.
writers, J wondered that he had so little to say in
conversation, for he had kept the best company, and
learnt all that can be got by the ear. He shused
Pindar to me, and then showed me an ode of -his
own, with an absurd couplet, making a linnet soar
on an eagle’s wing. (1) Itold him that when the

Lo Iae&hwe.andaﬁnwurdsafﬂwaumsm
'ju lhe et. He was also a dramatic writer, buﬂngﬂh
d.2 Somedy entitled “ The Quacks, or Juve
"i'lox, 208 two operas, —M, -

* [ See an, Voi. IL. p. 1%
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anciests made a simile, they always made it like
somothing real” . S

Mr. Wilkes remarked, that ¢ among all the bold
flights of Shakspeare’s imagination, the boldest was
makiog Birnam-wood march to Dunsinane; creating
a wood where there never was a shrub; a wood it
Scotland! ha! ha! ha!” And he also observed,
that %the clanuish slavery of the Highlands of
Scotland was the single exception to Milton’s re-
mark of ¢the mountain nymph, sweet Liberty,
being worshipped in all billy countries.” ¢ When L
was at Inverary,” said he, “on a visit to my old
friend Archibald, Duke of Argyle, his dependents
congratulated me on being such a favourite of his
Grace. T said, * It is, then, gentlemen, truly lucky
for me ; for if I bad displcased the duke, and he had
wished it, there is not a Camgbcll among you b
would have been ready to bring John Wilkes's head
to him in a charger. It would have been only

* Off witt, his head ! s0 much for dylesbury,®

1. was then member for Aylesbury.”
~ Dr. Johnson and Mr. Wilkes talked of the con-
tested passage in Ilorace's « Art of Poetry,” Dif-
Jicile est proprié communia dicere. Mr. Wilkes,
according to my note, gave the interpretation thus .
«It is difficult to speak with propriety of common
things; es, if a poet had to speak of Queen Caro-
line drinking tea, be must endeavour to avoid the
.wulgarity of cups and saycers.” But, upon reading

my note, he tells me that He meant to say, that “ the -
. word communia, being a Roman law term, signifies

. a0 2 -

1
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here things communis juris, that is to say, what have
‘pever yet been treated by any body; and this ap-
pears cleatly from what fallowed, —

Rectids Hincum carmen deﬂum actus,

) Quidm &i proferrus ignota indictaque primus.

You will casier make a tragedy out of the Iliad than
on any subject not handled before.” (') Jonnsox.
« He means that it is difficult to appropriate to par-
ticular persons qualities which are common to all
mankind, as Homer has done.”

WiLkgs. “We have no city-poet now: that is
an office which has gone into disuse. The last was
Elkanah Settle, (2) There is something in names
which one cannot help feeling. Now Elkasnah
Setsle sounds so gueer, who can expect much from
that name ? We should have no hesitation to give
it for John Dryden, in preference to Elkanah Setue,
from the names only, without knowing their dit-
ferent merits.” Jounson. “I suppose, Sir, Settle
did as well for aldermen in his time, as John Home
could do now. Where did Beckford and deﬂhek
learn English?”

Mr. Arthur Lee mentioned some Seotch who had
taken possession of a barren part of Amerita, and -
wondered why they should choose lt. Jamuoal.

(]2 Fur‘hgt})fl;:zell’s mmmn'mw.

(s);s.m mmm.mmy,mmd
whoseann

..'. .
D

of I::l,dsh w&m H, in 17 o
was "
‘th M»Jomx, W DE
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“ Why, Sir, all barrenness is comparative. The
Seotch would not know it to be barren.” BosweLL.
« Come, come, he is flattering the English. You
have now been in Scotland, Sir, and say if you did
not se¢ meat and drink enough there.” Jounson
“Why, yes, Sir; meat and drink enough to give
the inhabitants sufficient strength to run away from
honie.”  All these guick and lively sallies wore said
sportively, suite m jest, and with a smile, which
showed that he meant only wit. Upon this topic
he and Mr. Wilkes could perfectly assimilate ; here
was a bond of union between them, and I was con-
scious that as both of them had visited Caledonia,
both were fully satisfied of the strange narrow igno-
rance of thuse who imagine that it is a land of
famine. But they amused themselves with perse-
vering in the old jokes. When I claimed a supe-
riority for Scotland over England in one respect,
that no man can br arrésted there for a debt merely
because another swears it against him; but there
must first be the judgment of a court of law ascer-
taining its justice ; and that a seizure of the person,
before judgment is obtained, can take place only if
his creditor should swear that he is about to fly from
the country, or, as it is technically expressed, is in
. meditatione Juge., WirLkes. < That, I should think,
may be safely sworn of all the Scotch nation.”
‘Jouwsow (to Mr. Wilkes).  You must know, Sir,
I lately ook my friend Boswell, and showed him
‘gracinicivilised life in an English provincial town.
I turmed bim loose atLu!hﬂdd, my native city, that
be mxﬁ'& see for onee real eivility; for you kuow
. : o8
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he lives among savages in Scotland, and among
razes in London.” WiLkes. “ Except when be is
with grave, sober, decent people, like you and me.”
Josrnson (smiling). * And we ashamed of him."
They were quite'frank and easy. Johnson told
the story of his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her
footman to sit down with them, to prove the ridicu-
lousness of the argument for the equality of man-
kind ; and he said to me afterwards, with a nod of
satisfaction, “You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced.”
‘Wilkes talked with all imaginable freedom of the
ludicrous title given to the attorney-general, Diabo-
lus regis; adding, “I have reason to know some-
thing about that officer ; for I was prosecuted for &
libel.” Johnson, who many people would have sups
posed must have been fariously angry at hearing
this talked of so lightly, said not a word. He was
now, indeed, « 2 good-humoyred fellow.” -~
After dinner we had an secession of Mrs. Knowles,
the Quaker lady, well known for her various talents,
and of Mr. Alderman’ Lee. (') Amidst some pa-
triotic groans, somebody (I think the alderman)
said, “ Poor old England is lost.” Jowwson. « Sir,
it is not so much to belamented that old England
is lost, as that the Seotch have found it.” (?)

gen-
tleman of that party ob an oceasion
where fhetion was not ed: ¢ Is b M‘Mﬁl@b
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WiLkes. “ Had Lord Bute governed Scotland only,
I should not have taken the trouble to write his
eulogy, and dedicate ‘ MorTIMER’ to him.”

Mr. Wilkes held a candle to show & fine print of
a beautiful female figure which hung in the room,
and pointed out the elegant contour of the bosom
with tho finger of an areh connoissenr. He after-
wards in a conversation with me waggashly insisted,
that all the time Johnson showed visible signs of a
fervent adwiratioy of the corresponding charms of
the fair Quaker.

This record, theugh by no means so perfect as I.
could wish, will serve to give a notion of a very eu-
rious interview, which was not oniy pleasing at the
time, but had the agreeable and benignant effeet of
reconciling any animosity, and sweefening any
acidity, which, in the various bustle of political
contest, had been produced in the minds of two
men, . who, though widely different, had so many
things in common -~olassical learning, modern liter
ature, wit and lmmour, and ready repartee — that
it would have been much to be regretted if they had
been for ever at a distance from each other. -+ = .

Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this sucoess-
ful megociation ; and pleasantly said, “that there
was nothing equal to it in the whole history of the
corps diplomatique.”

.1 attended Dr. Johpson home, and had the satis-
faction to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how much he
had’ begn, pleased with Mr. Wilkes's company, and
what;l} bgreeable day hewhad passed. Q)

tx;!&wm;n Dr. Johnson's own MW.
, 4 .04
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I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated Mar-
graret Carolive Hundd, whom I had visited, induced
by the fame of her talents, uddress, and frresistible
power of fascination. (*) To a lady who disapproved
of wny visiting her, he said on a former ocecasion,
“ Nay, Madam, Boswell is in the right; I should
have visited bier myself, were it not that they have
now a trick of putting every thing into the news-
papers.” This evening he exelaimed, “ 1 envy him
his acquaintance with Mrs, Rudd.”

I mentioned a scheme which I had of making &
toar tu the Isle of Man, and giving a full account of
it; and that Mr. Durke had playfully suggested as
a motto,

“ The proper study of mankind is Max.”
Josz~ o, ¢ Sir, vou will get more by the bovk than
the juant will cost vou; so vou will have your di-
version for nothing, and add to your reputation.” (2)

account to Mrs. ‘Uhraie of this mecting . —* For my T begin
o settle, and Koep mmpan{;rith srave abdermen. dined yes-
terday in the Poultey with Nr, Alderman Wilkes, and Mr. Al
dennan Lee, and Couneillor Lee, bis brother. ‘There sat you
the while thibking, * What i« Johnson doing ?* What should he
e doing? e is breaking jokes with Jack Wilkes upon the
Seoteh, Such, Madam, are the vicusitudes of things! And
there was Mrs. Knowles, the Quaker, that works the sutile pice
tures, who is & great admirer of your conversation.” w- C,

(1) See ans?, p. 80. Her powsr of fascination was celebrated,
hecause it was the fashion to suppose that she bad fascinated her
lover o the gallows. — C.

{8) * May 34. 1776 Boswell away on Thutsday'
q&ul‘w«fmmmey. So‘g:‘ m&mw
4 Mnlﬂmaphce;mdthma_?g ‘his fathey and Jis new

;" Lotters, vol. 1. p. 894 — Thin place ho never obtsined,
il the critical tesder will obserye several in this work,
vone of which may be attributed to his %mhuminm-
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On the evening of the next day, I took leave of
bim, being to set out for Scotland. I rthanked him,
with great warnth, for ail his kindness. ¢ Sir,” said
iie, © you are very welcome. Nobody repays it with
more,” (1)

Eiizabeth Boswell, siuer of Clavde Irvine Boswell, afterwards
s Lord of Sessio , by dw tude of Tord Balnuto,  She was the
sousin gerasin  Cwer hushead,  Of this marriage there was
10 iS8ue. — £

(1) *May 18. 1775, Loswell went away on Thursday njj
vith no great inchuation to travel northward : but who cag
juntend with desting?  He <ays he b w very pleasant journoy,
He carries with im two or three poud 1esolunons;  bape they
qall not mould on the road. ™ — Littery, v LSRN O
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CHAPTER VIL
1776 — 1777,

NirJoshua Reynold s Dinners.—-Goldsmith's Epitaph. —
The Round Robin.— Employment of Time.— Blur's
Sermons. — Easter Day. — Prayer. — Sir Alea-
ander Dick. — Shaw’s Erse Grammar. — Johnsom
engages to write * The Lives of the English Poets.”
— Edward Dilly.— Correspondence. ~Charles (F Cone

0807, == Dr. Zachary Pearce's Posthumous Works, —
Prologue to Hugh Kelly's  Word to the Wie.”

How very false is the notiou that has gone round
the world of the rough, and passionate, apd harsh
manners of this great and good man! That he lmd
cecasionnl sallies of heat of temper, and that he was
sometimes, perhaps, too * casily provoked” by ab-
surdity and folly, and sometimes Loo desirous ¢f
triumph in colloquial contest, must be allowed. The
quickness hoth of his perception and sensibility dis-
posed him to sudden explosions of satire ; to which
JJia extraordinary readiness of wit was a strung and
*almost irresistible incitement. To ndopt one of the
finest images in Mr. Home's “ Doug
e ¢ Ot ach glance of thought

Decision followed, as the thunderbolt
Pursues the flash | ” e

I admit (hat the beadle within him was often 50 eager
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to apply the lasn, that the judge had not time to
consider the case with sufficient deliberation.

" That he was occasfonally remarkable for violence
of tomper may be granted ; but let us ascertain the
degree, and not let it be supposed that he was in a
perpetual rage, and never without a ¢lub in his hand
to knock down every one who appreached him, On
the contrary, the 1ruth is, that by much the greatest
part of his tine he was civil, obliging, nay, polite in
the true sense of the word ; so much so, that many
gentlemen who were long acquainted with him never
received, or even heard a strong expression frgm him.

Letres 248, TO MRS. THRALE.

« May 22. 1776.

« On Friday and Saturday I dined with Dr. Teylor,
who is in discontent, but resolved not to stay much
lobger to hear the opinions of lawyers, who are all
against him. On Sunday I dined at Sir Joshua’s house
on the hil) [ Richmend], with the Bishop of St. Asaph
[Shipley]: the dinner was good, and the bishop is
knowing and conversible.” (1)

+ {1) This praise of Sir Joshua's dinner was not & matier of

omm’o; for his table, though very was not what is
as

tion: given of it by Mr. Courtensy (s frequent ‘und fa

e 0 i Tams o, (4 frogmem st

N ” . M . . !
mmmu t:.‘ % gihm in the style and pconmy of Sir Joshua's

ot
¥, Withont any regard to ofder and _ A table,
Wmmmwwm Muﬂm
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Lrrrer 249. TO HENRY THRALE, ESQ.
« June 3. 1776.

“ My Mistress writes as if the was afraid that T
should make too much haste to see her. Pray tell her
that there is no danger. The lameness of which I made
mention in one of my notes has improved into a very
serious and troublesome fit of the gout. I creep about
and hang by both hands. I enjoy all the dignity of
lameness. 1 receive ladies and dismiss them sitting,
* Painful pre-eminenee !’ ”

The following letters concerning an Epitaph which
he wrote for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, in
Westminster Abbey, affond at once a proof of his
unaffected modesty, his carelessness as to his own
writings, and of the great respect which he enter-
tained for the taste and judgment of the excellent
and eminent person w whom the first and last are
addressed : —

141!’!3250. TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS.

“ May IG 1776.
¢ Dpan Smm,—7T have been kept away from' you, 1
know not well how, end of these vexations hindrences

o But nma mm:( to enhance the
umy lmuhlnmm. The wine, cookor;
r}wa&nmm mdz' toy nor nuthu ﬁnbml-'::ihmev{;
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1 know not when therc will be an end. I therefore send
you the poor dear Doctor’s epitaph. -Read it first your-
self ; and if you then think it right, show it to the Club.
I am, you know, willing to be corrected. 1f you think
any thing much amiss, keep it to yourself till we come
together. 1 have sent two copies, but prefer the card.
The dates must be settled by Dr. Percy. I am, 8ir, &c.
: ¢ 8am. Jornson.”

Lerres 251, FROM MISS REYNOLDS.

« Richmond Hill, June 21, 1776.

¢ 8ir,~— You saw by my last letter that I knew no-
thing of your illness, and it was unkind of you not t
tell me what had been the matter with you; and you
should have let me know how Mrs. Thrale and all the
family were ; but that would have been a sad ranse
gression of the rule you have certainly prescribed to
yourself of writing to some sort of people just such a
number of lines. Be so0 good as to favour me with Dr,
Goldsmith’s Epitaph ; and if you have no objection, T
should be very glad to send it to Dr. Beattie. I sm
writing now to Mrs. Beattie, and can scarce hope she
will ever excuse my shameful neglect of writing to her, |
but by wending her something curious for Dr. Beattie.
% 1 don't know whether my brother fever mentioned
to you what Dr, Beattie said in a letter he received from
him the beginning of last month, As I have his letter
here, I will transcribe'it.. .¢ In my third Eesay, which
treats of the advantages of classical learning, 1 have said
something of Dr. Johuson, which I hope will please
him ; 1 ought not to call it a compliment, for it ex-:
presies nothiugg but the real sentiments of my.heart. 1
. can newer forget-the many and great obligations I am
t.aglit'to his genius and o his virtue, and I wish for sn
opporfuinity of téstifying my gratitude to the world.
* % My brother says he has Jost Dr. Goldsmith's Epi-
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taph, otherwise T would not trouble you for it. Indeed
I should or I ought have asked if you had any objee-
tion to my sending 1t, before I did send it.— 1 am, my
good Sir, &c. “ Francrs Revnovnps.”

Lzrren 252. TO MI1SS REYNOLDS.
“ June 21. 1776.

“ Deanest Mapam,—You are as naughty as you
can be. I am willing enough to write to you when I
have any thing to say. As for my disorder, as Sir
Joshua saw me, T fancied he would tcll you, and that I
needed not tell you myself. Of Dr. Goldsmith’s Epi-
taph, 1 sent Sir Joshua two copies, and had none mysclf,
1f he has lost it, he has not dope well. But 1 suppose
1 can rccollect it, and will send it to you.—1 am,
Madam, &c. SaM. Jounson.

¢ P.S.—All the Thrales are well, and Mrs. Thrale
has a great regard for Miss Reynolds.”

Lerrer 253, TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS.

s June 22. 1776.

¢ 8rr, — Miss Reynolds has 2 mind to send the Epi-
taph to Dr. Deattie ; 1 am very willing, but having no
copy, cannot inmediately recollect it. She tells me you
have lost it. Try to recolleet, and put down as much
as you retain ; you perhaps may have kept what I have
droppeds  The lines for which I am at a Joss are some-
thing of rerum civilium sive naturalum. (') It wasa
sorry trick to lose it ; help me if you can,—1 am, 8ir,
your most humble servant, Sam. Joawson,

* The gout grows better, but slowly.”

[
1) These words must have been m the other copy. They
ugn)otmthttwhwhmsmﬁ:md.—(:. P
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It was, I think, after I had left London in this
year, that this Epitaph gave occasion to a remon-
strance to the Monarch of Literature, for an account
of which I am indebted to Sir William Forbes, of
Pitsligo.

That my readers may have the subject more fully
and clearly before them, I shall insert the Epitaph:

« OLIVARII GOLDSMITH,
Poutre, Physici, Historici,
Qui nullum ferd scribendi genus

Non teti
Nullum quod tetigit non ornavit:
Sive risus essent movendi,
Sive lacrymae,

Affectuum potens at lenis dominator :
Ingenio sublimis, vividus, versatilis,
QOratione grandis, nitidus, venustus :
1loc monumento memoriam coluit

Sodalium amor,
Amicorum fides,
. Lectorum ‘veneratio.
Natus in Hibernid Fornia Longfordiensis,
In loco cui nomen Fallas,
Nov. xxi1x. Mpeexxxi.(1);
Eblanas literis institutus ;
Obiit. Londini,
April. tv. MpceLxxIv.”

- ‘

Sir William Forbes writes to me thus: I enclose
the Round Robin. This jew desprit took its rise
one day at dinner at our friend Sir Joshua Reynolds's.
All the company present, except myself, were friends
and acquaintance of Dr. Goldsmith. The Epitaph
written for him by Dr. Johnson became the subject
of conversation, and various emendations were sug-

.

(15 This was a mistake, which was not discovered till sfier
Goldsmith's mo:’u;z;:: was m;;&z:: Weamimm A%y. , -I-I*:
was borr Nov. ‘29, 3 an W died, he was
his forty—dixth year.— M, i R



208 LIFC OF JOHNSON. 1776

gested, which it was agreed should be submitted to
the Doctor's consideration. But the question was,
who should have the courage to propose them to hin ?
At last it was hinted, that there could be no way so
good as that of a Round Robmn, as the sailors call it,
which they make usc of when they enter into a con-
spiracy, so as not to let it be known who puts his
pame first or last to the paper. This proposition
was instantly assented to; and Dr. Barnard, Dean of
Derry, now Bishop of Killaloe("), drew up an address
to Dr. Johnson on the occasion, replete with wit and
humour, but which it was feared the Doctor might
think treated the subjeet with too much levity. Mr.
Burke then proposed the address as it stands in the
paper in writing, to which I had the honour to offi-
clate as clerk.

¢ Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnson,
who received it with much good humour (<), and

(1) This prelate, who was afterwards translated to the see of
Lamenck, died at Wimbledon, 1n Surrey, June 7. 1806, n his
aightieth year. The ongmal Round Robn rumared i his
session 3 the paper which Sir William Forbes transinstted to Mr.
Boswell bemg only & copy. — Matone. The engraving pub-
hshed by Mr. Boswell was not an exact fac smue of the whole of
this curious paper (which 15 of the size called fovlscap, and too
larg: to be folded into an ordmary volume ), but of the ngnatures
only; and, n later editions, even these have successive
copying, lost some of their original accuracy. By the favour of
the ‘Earl of Balcarras (t0 whom the paper has descended from
his aunt, Lady Anne, the wilow of the son of Bishop Barnard)
I have been enabled to present the reader with and mwre
accurate fac simile of the sgnatures. — C.

L]

) He, however, upon seeing Dr, Warton’s name to the sn
on, that the epitaph should be in Enghsh, observed to

“ ] wonder thet Joo Warton, & scholar by professiun,
be much & fool.” Tie sad too, “ I should have thought
Burke would have had more sense,” Mr. Langton, who

il

it
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desired Sir Joshua to tell the gentlemen, that he
would alter the Epitaph in any manner they pleased,
as to the sense of it, but Ae would never consent to
dingrace the walls of Westminster Abbey, with an
English inseription. (1) '

“1 consider this Round Robin as a species of
literary curiosity worth preserving, as it marks, in a
certain degree, Dr. Johuson's character.”

was one of the company at Sir Joshua's, like a sturdy scholar,
resolutely refused to sign the Round Rebin. 'I'he opitaph
18 engraved upon Dr, Goldsmith’s monument widiout any
alteration. At another time, when soraebody endeavoured to
argue in faronr of ats being in English, Johnson said, ¢ The
lunguage of the country of which a lewrned man was a ative is
not the language fit for his epituph, which should be in ancient
and permanent lungnage.  Consider, Sir, how you should feel,
were you to find at Hotterdam an epitaph upon Erastaus i
Thack 1% Foray own part, I think it would be best to have
epitaphs written both in a learned language and in the language
of the country ; o that they mighy have the advantage of being
more universally understood, and at the same time be secured of
claseical stability, 1 cannot, however, but be of opinion, that it
is not sufficiently discviminative.  Applying to Goldsimth equally
the cpithers of  Puetan, Historici, Physic,” is surely not right';
for as to his claim to the last of those epithets, I have heard
Johnson hiraself say, ¢ Goldsmith, Sir, will give us a vory fine
book upon the subject; but if he can distinguish a cow fron a
horse, that, I believe, may be the extent of his knowledge of
natural histery.” His book is, indeed, an excellent performance.
though in sBme instances he appears to have trusted toe much
to- Buffon, who, with all his theoretical ingenuity and extracrdi-
nary eloquence, I suspect had little actual information in the
science on which be wrote so admirably.  For instance, he tells
us that the cow sheds her horns every two years; a most pulpable
errar, which Goldsmith has faithfully transferred into his book,
It js wonderful that Buffon, who lived so much in the country,
at his noble seat, should have fallen into such a blunfer. I sup-
p\osembumnfoundedmmwiththedea.

1) See anté, Vol. IV. p. 164, on the subject of English in-
l.éy%i!'q; t‘;”%ngn:h m‘ite‘i'-s. -—l'-'.w . subject of English in
ot - !

¥ Nots cate 1u point,  Erasmus had not written in Dutch, =~ C. .
OL. Vi, P
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My readers are presented with a faithful transeript
" of a paper, which I doubt not of their being desirous
to see.

[x E. Gibbon. x Jos. Warton. x Edm. Burke. x
« We the Circumscribers, having read with great

—~
> pleasure an intended epitaph for the morument of ?
é Dr. Goldsmith; which, considered abstractedly, ap- oy
$ pears.to be, for elegant composition, and masterly
7 styls, in every respect worthy of the pen of itslearned =
£y author; areyet of opinion, that the character of the ¥
deceased &s a writer, particularly as a poet, is, per- 2

¥ haps,not delincated with all the exactness which Dr.
g Johoson is capable of giving it. We, therefore, with
S deference to his superior judgment, humbly request 2
'S that he would, at least, take the trouble of revising o~
# it; and of making such additions and alterations as  §
¢  he shall think proper on a further perusal. But if g
o  we might venture to express our wishes, they would  ~
lead us to request that he would write the epitaph in 2

% English, rather thav in Latin; as we think the x
. memory of so eminent an English writer ought 0 o
E be perpetuated in the language to which his works &
g are likely to be so lasting an ornament, whichwe  Q
@  also know to bave been the opinion of the Jate Doctor &
: 5

 himself.”

T

'

x W. Forbes. » J. Reynolds, x William Vachell. (*) x]

(1) Sce post, sub 3d Oct. 1782, — C.

2) There would be no doubt that this was Thomas Franklin,

D. t::d "ﬁd“el:fio:h of Saphodeu and tll;'}u'nn, but thalr ﬂe
DW'- p e m s ownl [35 name

. and:im. He died in 1'18«1.;i . Pagon spell hia
8) A Chamier, , for Tamwi nﬂub
Sa(a'Zury poieg s T R vl LR t?ﬂa—t‘.
(43 gummom&:dof&héhuu,mdm
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Sir William Forbes's observation is very just.
The anecdote now related proves, in the strongest
mauner, the reverence and awe with which Johnson
was regarded, by some of the most eminent men of
bis time, in various departients, and even by such’
of them as lived most with him ; while it also con-
firms what I have again and again inculeated, that

-he was by no means of that ferocious and iraseible

character which has been ignorantly imagined. ()

‘This hasty composition is also to be remarked as
one of the thousand instances which evince the ex-
traordinary promptitude of Mr. Burke ; who, while
he is equal to the greatest things, can adorn the
leaxt; can, with equal facility, embrace the vast and
complicated speculations of politics, or the ingenious
topics of literary investigation. (*)

Lerrer 254. TO MRS. BOSWELL.
» « May 16. 1776.

“ Mapam, — You must not think me uncivil in
omitting to answer the letter with which you favoured
me some time ago. I imagined it to have been written
without Mr. Boswell’s knowledge, and therefore sup-
posed the answer to require, what I could net find, a
private conveyance. o

¢ The difference with Lord Auchinleck is now over;
and since young Alexander has appeared, 1 hope no
more difficulties will arise among you; for I sincerely
wish you all happy. Do not teach the young ones fo

(1) Mg@t readers would draw a directly contrary conclu
sion. — €. ot ‘

' (2} Bregides this Latin epitaph, Johnson honoured the memory
of‘(gx}:?rz‘nd Goldsmith with & 'short one in Greck. .— See antc, -
Yol V. p. 180 ' .

o »2
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dislike me, as you dislike me yoursclf; but let me at
least have Veronjea's Lindness, because she is my a¢
quaintance.

. % You will now have Mr. Boswell home ; it is well
that you have him; he has led a wild life, 1 have
taken him to Lxchﬁeld and he has folowed Mr. Thrale
‘to Bath. Pray take care of him, and tame him. The
only thing in which I have the honour to agree with
you is, in loving him: and while we are so much of a
mind in 2 matter of so much importance, our other
quarrels will, I hope, produce no great bitterncss. i
am, Madnm, &e. “ 8am. Jounson.”

Lerrer 255. FROM MR, BOSWELL.
« Edinburgh, June 25. 1776.

“ You have formerly complained that my letters were
.00 long. There is no danger of that complaint being
made at present ; for I find it difficult for me to write
to you at all.” [ﬂere an account of having been af-
flicted with a return of melancholy or Qad spirits.] “ The
Loxes of books (') which you scnt to me are arrived ;
but 1 have not yet examined the contents. I send you
Mr. Maclaurin’s paper for the negro who claims his
freedom in the Court of Session,”

Lerrer 256. TO MR. BOSWELL.
July 2. 1776,

“ Drar Sim,— These black fits of which you com-
plain, perhaps hurt your memory as well as your imagin.
wtion. When did 1 complain that your letters were
too long? (%) Your last letter, after & very long delay,

(1) Upona. seftlement of our account of cxpenses on a tour
to the there was a balance due to me, which Dr.
Jobmson ‘chose 10 discharge by &nding books.

Q) M,pumwlghmmpwmdd‘mywrhing



XErar. 67. CHEYNE'S *“ENGLISH MALADY.” 213

orought very bad news.” [Here 2 series of reflections
upon melancholy, and — what I could nothelp thinking
strangely unreasonable in him who had suffered so
much from it himself — a good deal of severity and re-
proof, as if it were owing to my own fault, or that 1
was, perhaps, affecting it from a desire of distinction.]
“ Read Cheyne's ¢ English Malady ;' but do not let him
teach you a foolish notion that melancholy is a proof of
acuteness.)

“To hear that you have not opened your boxes of
books is very offensive.  The examination and arrange-
ment of so many volumes might have afforded you an
amusement very scasonable at present, and useful for
the whole of life. T awn, I confess, very angry that you
manage yowself #o ill. 3 do not now say any more,
than that I am, with great kindness and sincerity, &e.

¢ Sam. Jonnsox,

%1t was last year determined by Lord Mansfield in
the Court of King's Beuch, that a negro cannot be teken
out of the kingdom without his own consent.”

Letrer 257, TO MR. BOSWELL.
« July 16, 1776.

“DeAR Sir, — I make haste to write again, lest
my last Jetter shonld give you too much pain. It
you are really oppressed with overpowering and invo-
luntary melancholy, you are to be pitied rather than re-
proached.

* Now, my dear Bozzy, let us have done with quarrels
end with censure. Let me know whether I have not
sent you a pretty library. There are, perhaps, many

C . ' »
very long letters to him when T wag upon the econtinent: which
was g::o;‘tmcuuinly troes botH ﬂl&m my friend did not re-
' "

t » 38
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books among them which you never need read through,
but there are none which it is not proper for you to
know, and sometimes to consult. Of these books, of
which the use s only occasional, it is often sufficient to
know the contents, that, when any question arises, you
may know where to look for information.

¢ Since I wrote, I have looked over Mr. Maclaurin’s
ples, and think it excellent. How is the suit carried
on? If by subscription, I commission you to contri-
hute, in my name, what is proper. Let nothing be
wanting in such a case. Dr. Drummond (1), I see, is
superseded. His father would have gneved -but he
lived to obtain the plessure of his son's clection, and
died before that pleasure was abated.

“ Langton's lady has brought him a gn-l, and both
arc well : 1 dined with him the other day.

€1t vexes me to tell you, that on the evening of the
20th of May I was seized by the gout, and am not
quite well. ~The pain has not been violent, but the
weakness and tenderness were very troublesome ; and
what is said to be very uncommon, it has not alleviated
my other disorders. Make use of youth and health
while you have them. Make my compliments to Mrs.
Boawell. T am, my dear Sir, your most affectionate

¢ Sam, Jounson.”

Lerrza 258, FROM MR. BOSWELL.

« Edinbtirgh, July 18. 1776,
“ My pEAR Sir, — Jour letter of the 2d of this
month was ‘rather .a barsh medicine ; but I was de-

(1) The son of Johnson's old friend, Mr. Wnllmn Drum-
(See anté, Vol. 1L, p. 10., and Val. 185.) He
was a young man of such distm ﬂnt,;xe was nomi~

siated ‘to onie of the medical p;oteumlﬁpuin neounﬁof
iy AV~
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"lighted with that spontanecus tenderness, which, a few
days afterwards, sent forth such balsam as your next
brought me. 1 found myself for some time so ill that
all I could do was to preserve a decent appearance,
while all within was weakness and distress. Like a
reduced garrison that has some epirit left, I hung out
flags, and planted all the force I could muster upon
the walls. I am now much better, and I sincerely thank
you for your kind attention and friendly counasel.

. “Count Manucci (°) came here last week from
travelling in Ircland. 1 have shown him what civil-
ities 1 could on his account, on yours, and on that of

Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. He has had a fall from his
horse, and been much burt. I regret this unlucky acci-
dent, $or he sccms to be a very amiable man.”

As the evidence of what I have mentioned at the
Deginning of this year, 1 select from his private re~
gister the following passage: —

 July 25. 1776. ~— O God, who hast ordained that
whatever is to-be desired should be sought by labour,
and who, by thy blessing, bringest honest labour to
good effect, Jook with mercy upon my studies and en-
deavours. Grant me, O Lord, to design only what is
lawful and right ; and afford me calmness of mind,
and steadiness of purpose, that I may so do thy will
in this short life, as to obtain happiness in the world
to come, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”
(Pr. and Med. p. 151.)

It abpears from & note subjoined, that this was
composed when he ¢ purposed to apply vigorously

Joinuon m his

-‘&éﬁudhﬁ'fmﬁn? .’g’ Ihd‘mymnafbem

ing acquainted with him in in the spring of this vear.
ot - P 4
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to study, puﬂxenhrly of the Greck and Italian
tongues.”
Such a purpose, so expressed, at the age of sixty-
- geven, is admirable and encouraging; and it must
impress all the thinking part of my readers with a
consolatory confidence in hubitual devotion, when
they see a man of such enlarged intelleetual powcrs
as Johnson, thus, in the genuine earnestness of
secrecy, imploring the aid dof that Supreme Being.
“from whom cometh down every good and everr
perfect gift.”

Lerres 259. TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDSE

“ Auvg. 3. 1776.

¢ Sim,— A young man, whose name is Paterson,
offers himself this evening to the Academy. He is the
son of a man () for whom 1 have long had a kindness,
and is now abroad in distress. I shall be glad that
you will be pleased to show him any little countenance,
or pay him any small distinction. How much it is in
your power to favour or to forward a young man I do
not know ; nor do I know how much this candidate
deserves favour by his personal merit, or what hopes
his proficiency may now: give of future eminence. I
recommend bim as the son of my friend. Your cha.
racter and station engble you to give a young man
great encouragement. by very easy means. You have
< heard of 2 man who agked no other favour of Sir Robert
Walpole, than that he would bow to him at his levee,
._.-Iun, ,yom-mo-thumble servant, .
¢ Sam, JounsoN."”

: (1) Sarhuel Pmnon,fomerl aboohells.mmyuwo-
ﬁoneer,audnuknmﬁr t’ornirg
of books, ] in!audoa,Oct.ss.l anté, Vol.
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Lerrer 260. FROM MR. BOSWELL.

« Edinburgh, Aug, 30. 1776.

(After giving him an account of my having ex-
amined the chests of books which he had sent to me, and
which contained what may be truly called 2 numerous
and miscellaneous sfall library, thrown together at ran.
dom :—) “Lord Hailes was against the decree in the
case of my client, the minister; not that he justified
the ministerabat becanse the parishioner both provoked
and retorted. 1 seat his lordship your able argument
apen the case for his perusal. His ohservation upon
it in a letter to me was,  Dr. Johuson's Suasorium is
pleasantly (') and artfully composed. T suspect, how-
ever, that he has mot convinced himself; for I believe
that he is better read in ecclesiastical history, than to
imagine that a bishop or a presbyter has a right to
begin censure or discipline ¢ cathedrd, ()

“ For the honour of Count Ma*i, as well as to
cbserve that exactness of truth which you have taught
me, 1 must correct what I said in & former letter. He
did not fall from his horse, which might have been an
imputation on his skill as an officer of cavalry, his
horse fell with him.

“I have, since I saw you, read every word of
¢ Granger's Biographical History.” It has entertained
me exceedingly, and 1 do not think him the Whig that
you supposed. Horace Walpole's being his patron is,

(1) Why his Lordship uses the epithet pleasanily, when speak-
of a grave pisce of reasoning, 1 cannat coneeive. Bat dif-
ferent men have different notions of pleasantry. I h ned to
sit by a gentleman one eveniz;ﬁe:t the Opera- ondon,
who, at the moment when Medzea appeared to be in gmt agony
at the thought of killin Aaerehxwren. turned bomewnh a smile,
rud. said “ funny enou&. »

72) Dr. Johnson aﬂnmrlrdl wmm,th-themot’opnmm
that a clergyinan had this rights
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indeed, no good sign of his political principles. But he
denied to Lord Mountstuart that he was a Whig, and

said he had been accused by both parties of partiality.
1t seems he was like Pope, —

¢ While Tories call me Whig, and Whigs a Tory.’

I wish you would Jook more into his book; and as
Lord Mountstuart wishes much to find a proper per-
son to continue the work upon Granger's plan, and has
desired I'would mention it to you, if such a man oc-
curs, please to let me know. His lordship will give
him generous encouragement.” (1)

Lerren 261. TO MR. ROBERT LEVET.
Brighthelmstone, Oct. 21. 1776.

“ Dear Sir,— Having spent about six weeks at this
place, we have at length resolved on returning. I ex-
pect to see you all in Fleet Street on the 30th of this
month. ,

1 did not go into the sea till last Friday (%); but
think to go most of this week, though I know not
that it does me any good. My mghts are very restless

_and tiresome, but I am otherwise well. I have written
word of my coming to Mrs, Williares.

Remember me kindly to Francis and Betsey, (¥) — 1
am, Bir, &e. - . Sawm. Jounson.” (4)

o e Mo a8 Mo o B

“ Vegetable Sym" (twenty-six vol;.drfoho'), but_Sir John's

wulw 'ﬂ:blwh in 1788, “ An Address to the Public,” in
thntLordBntehadmedw-ypenunumlyin'
,sbummar...

(B)anhdnmwagmdmmmu “Oneofsti:ebnhu‘llg’;
bave tnen.mhmﬁgen m;’m’ggo."'
-~ * ' .7 vV .Al: . ‘,. .
. £8). Ruleﬁdémm-ll. o ' o
l (%) r«mmm.:m.m«m»mm:
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I again wrote to Dr. Johnson on the 21st of Oc-
tober, informing him, that my father had, in the most
liberal manner, paid a large debt for me, and that I
had now the happiness of being upon very good
terms with him ; to which he returned the follow-
ing answer : —

Lrrrer 262,  TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

“ Bolt Court, Nov, 16. 1776.

“ Dear S1m,— I had great pleasure in hearing that
you are at last on good terms with your father. Cul-
tivate his kindness by all honest and manly means. Life
is but short : no time can be afforded but for the indul-
gence of real sorrow, or contests upon questions seriously
momentous. Let us not throw away any of our days
upon useless resentment, or contend who shall hold out
longest in stubborn malignity. It is best not to be
angry ; and best, in the next place;*to be quickly re-
conciled. May you and your father pass the remainder
of your time in reciprocal benevolence! 1o you ever
hear from Mr, Langton ? I visit him sometimes, but
he does not talk. 1 do not like his scheme of Jife ; but
a3 I am not perm.tted to understand it, I cannot set
any thing right that is wrong., His children are sweet
babies. -

“ 1 hope my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. Boswell, is
well. Desire her not to transmit her malevolence to
the young people. Let me have Alexander, and Vero.
nica, and Euphemia, for my friends.

am indebted to my old lmwmu Mpr. Nathaniel Thomas,
whose worth and ingen: ave been long lmawn to a respect-
¥ wide and whose collection of medals
would do. credit to persons of&rmqmlnce.-—ll.-—m‘
‘I'homes was many years editor of the % St. James's Chronicle,”
He died March 1, 1795, = M. _-
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© ¢ Mrs, Williams, whom you may reckon as one of
your wellwishérs, ie in a feeble and lenguishing state,
with little hopes of growing better. She went for some
part of the autumn into the country, but is little bene-
fited ; and Dr. Lawrence confesses that his art is at an
end. Death is, however, at 2 distance : and what more
than that can we gay of gurselves P 1 am sorry for her
pain, and more sorry for her decay. Mr. Levet is
sound, wind and limb.

“ I was some weeks this autumn at Bnghthelmstone.
The place was very dull ; and I was not well; the ex-
pedition to the Hebrides was the most pleasant journey
that I ever made. Such an effort annually would give
the world = little diversification. Every year, however,
we cannot wander, and must therefore endeavour to
spend our time at home as well as we can. I believe it
is best to throw life into a method, that every hour may
bring its employment, and every employment have its
hour. ’Xenophon observes, in his ¢ Treatise of (Fco.
nomy,’ that if cvﬁ'y thing be kept in & certain place,
when any thing is worn out or consumed, the vacuity
which it leaves will show what is wanting ; so if every
part of time has its duty, the hour will call into remema
brance its proper engagement.

¢ 1 have not practised all this prudence myself, but
Y have suffered much for.want of it; and 1 would have
you, by timely recollection and st.eady resolution, escape

from those evils which have lain heavy upon me. I
un, my dearest Boswell, &c. Su. annstm

On the 16th of November, I informed him thae
‘Mr.. Strahan had sent me fwelve copies of the
« Journey to,the Western Islands,” handaomely
bound, mstwi of the fwenty copies which were
stipulated, but which, I supposed, were to be only
i sheets; requested to know how they should be
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distributed ; and mentionad that I had another son
born to me, who was named David, and was a sickly
infant.

Leerzn 263. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

, ° ' “ Dee. 21, 1776.

“ DeAr 8tr,~— I have been for some time ill of &
cold, which, perhaps, I made an excuse to myself for
not writing, when in reahty I know not what to say.

“ "The books you must at last distribute as you think
best, in my name, or your own, as yow'are inchued, or
as you judge most proper. Every body cannot be
obliged ; but I wish that nobody may be offended. Do
the best you can,

“ I congratulate you on the increase of your family,
and hope that little David s by this time well, aud his
mamma perfectly recovered. | am much pleased to
hear of the re-establishment of kindness between you
and your father. Cultivate his pateinal tenderness as
much as you can. To live at variance at all is uncom.
fortable ; and variance with a father is still more un.
cornfortable. Besides that, in the whole dispute you
have the wrong side ; at least you gave the first provo-
cations, and some of them very offensive. Let it now
be all over. As you have no reason to think that your
new mather has shown you any foul play, treat her with
respect, and with some degree of confidence ; this will
secure your father. When once a discordant family
has felt the pleasure of peace, they will not willingly
lose it. If Mrs. Boswell would be but friends with me,
we might now shut the temple of Janus.

 What came of Dr. Memis's cause? Is the ques-
tion about the negro determined ? Has Sir Allan any
reasonable hopes? What is become of poor Macquarry ?
Let 1ne know the event of all these litigations. I wish
particularly well to the negro and Sir Allan,
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' ¢ Mre, Williams has been much out of order ; and
though she is something better, is likely, in her phy-
sician’s opinion, to endure her malady for life, though
she may, perhaps, die of some other. Mrs. Thrale is
big, and fancies that she carries a boy . if it were very
reasonable to wish much about it, I should wish her not
to be disappointed. The desire of male heirs is not
appendant only to feudal tenures. A son is almost ne-
cessary to the contimuaunce of Thrale’s fortune ; for
whut can misses do with a brewhouse? Lands are
fitter for daughters than trades.

¢ Baretti went away from Thrale’s in somc whim-
sical fit of disgust, or ill-nature, without taking any
leave, 1t is well if he finds in any other place as good
an habitation, and as many conveniences. Ie has got
tive and twenty guiness by translating Sir Joshua's Dis-
cowrses into ltalian, and Mr. Thrale gave him an bun-
dred in the spring ; so that he is yet in no difficulties.

¢ Colman has bought Foote's patent, and is ta allow.
Foote for life sixteen hundred pounds a year, as Rey-
nolds told me, and to allow him to play so often on such
terros that he may gain four hundred pounds more.
What Colman can get by this bargain (1), but trouble
and hazard, I do not sec. 1 am, dear Sir, &ec.

: ¢ San. J’onsson .

‘The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who had long been
afmired as a preacher af, Edinburgh, thought now of
diffusing his excellent sermons more extensively, and

_inereasing his reputation, by publishing a collection
of them. He transmitted the manuscript to Mr.
Strahan, the printer, who, after keeping it for some
mme, wmi:e a letter to ‘him, dlsooura.gmg the public-

(;) B torned out, hmm & very fortunate barguin ; for

Mghnotﬂlmﬁﬁ diedunhnhﬂm in Jess
sﬁmww,own‘ :%'v'f’-’-u !
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ation. Such, at first, was the unpropitious state of’
one of the most successful theological books that
has ever appeared. Mr. Strahan, however, had
sent one of the sermons to Dr. Johnson for his
opinion ; and after his unfavourable lettér to Dr.
Blair had been sent off, he received from Johnson,
on Christmas-cve, a note in which was the following
peragraph : —

. T have read over Dr. Blair’s first sermon with more
than approbation : to say it is good, is to say too little.”

T believe Mr. Strahan had very soon after this
time a conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning
them ; and then he very candidly wrote again to
Dr. Blair, enclosing Johnson’s note, and agreeing to
purchase the volume, for which he and Mr. Cadell
gave onc hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid
and extensive, and the approbation of the public s¢
high, that, to their honour be it recarded, the pro-
prietors made Dr. Blair a present first of one sim,
and afterwards of another, of fifty pounds, thus
voluntarily doubling the stipulated price; and,
when he prepared another volume, they gave him
at once three hundred pounds, being in all five
hundred pounds, by an agreement to which I am
a subscribing witness ; and now for a third octavo
volume he has received no less than six bundred
pounds. (*) ‘

(1) A fourth volume was purchased on the “same libcral
texms, and a fifth was published after his death, in 1801, with % A
shott Account of his Life, by the Rev. Dr. Finlagson,” A lorger
life uppeared int 1807, by Dr. HLL, — Caarsexs, :
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Lrrees 964 © TO MRS. THRALE,
# Wednesdsy, Janusry 15. 1 in the morning, 1777, ¥
¢ Omnfum rerum vicissitudo! ‘The night after last
Thursday was so bed ghat I took ipecacuanha the next
day. The next night was no better. On Saturday I
dined with Sir Joshua. The night was such as 1 was
forced to rise and pass some hours in a chair, with great
labour of respiration. I found it now time to do some-
thing, and went to Dr. Lawrence, and told him T would
do what he should order, without rcading the prescrip-
tion. He sent for a chirnrgeon, and took about twelve
ounces of blood, and in the afternoon I got sleep in a
chair.

“ At night, when I came to lie down, after trial of
an hour or two, 1 found sleep impracticable, and there-
fore did what the doctor permitted in a case of distress ;
I rose, and opening the orifice, let out about ten ounces
more. Frank and T were but awkward ; but, with Mr.
Levet’s help, we stopped the stream, and 1 lay down
again, though to little purpose ; the difficulty of breath-
ing allowed no rest. 1 slept again in the daytime, in
an erect posture, The doctor has ordered me 2 second
bleeding, which I hope will set my breath at liberty.
Last night I could lie but a little at a time.

% Yet 1 do not make it a matter of much form. I’
was to-day at Mrs. Gardiper’s. When I have bled to-
morrow, I will not give wp Langton nor Paradise, But
I beg that you will fetch me away on'Friday. I do
not kmiow but clearer air may do me good ; but whether
the air be clm-ordark,letmeoomtoyou.(l) I
‘m, &e.

“‘TOMOI‘MWB‘G@——

! 3 This Jetter affords a strong pivof of Johnson’s anxiety for
‘n&ay, and the offurt he would m;;ke, even over dinease, tgen»

Joy .= €.,
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In 1777, it appears from his ¢ Prayers and Me-
ditations,” that Johnson suffered much from a state
of mind ¢ unsettled and perplexed,” and from that
constitutional gloom, which, together with his ex-
treme humility and anxiety with regard to his reli-
gious state, made him contemplate himself through
too dark and unfavourable a mediom. It may be
said of him, that he “saw God in clouds.” Certain
we may be of his injustice to himself in the follow-
ing lamentable paragraph, which it is painful to
think came from the contrite heart of this great
man, to whose labours the world is so much in-
debted : — '

¢ When T survey my past life, I discover notlfiug
but a barren waste of time, with some disorders of body,
and disturbances of the mind very near to madness,
which I hope He that made me will suffer to extenuate
nany faults, and excuse many deficiencies,” (P. 155.)

But we find his devotions in this year eminently
fervent ; and we are comforted by observing inter.
vals of quiet, composure, and gladness.

On Easter-day we find the following emphatic
prayer:— -

. “ Almighty and most merciful Father, who seest all
.our miseries, and knowest all our necessities, look down
upon me and pity me. Defend me from the violent
incursion of evil thoughts, and enable me to form and
keep much renolutions as may conduce to the discharge
of the duties which thy providence shall appoint me ;
and o help me, by thy Holy Spirit, that my heart may .
#.uely there bo. fixed where true joys are to be found,
.and’ thet 1 my serve thee with pure affection and &
"ovoL vi. Q .
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cheerful mind. Have mercy upon nie, O Giod, have
saercy upon me! Years and infirmities oppress me;
terror and anxiety besst me. Have mevey upon me,
wiy Creator and my Judge! In all dangers protect me ;
in all perplexities relieve and free me; and so help me
by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now so commemorate
the death of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, as thet,
when this short and pmnfal life shall have an end, ¥
may, for his sake, be recerved to everlasting happiness.
Amen,” (P.158.)

While he was at church, the agreeable impres-
sions upon his mind are thus commemeorated : —

“ @i Easter-day I was at church early, and there
prayed over my prayer, and commended Tetty snd my
other friends. 1 was for some time much distressed,
but st last obtained, I hope, from the God of Peace,
more quet than I have enjoyed for a long tume. I had
made no resolution, but as my heart grew hightcr, my
Bopes revived, and my courage increased , and I wrote
with my pencil 1n my Common Prayer-Book, —

« Vita ordinanda.
Bibla legenda.
Theologiz opers danda,
Seavienduan et lstandum,”

“ T then went to the altar, having, I believe, agamn
read my prayer. 1 then went to the table and commu~
nicated, praying for some, time afterwards, but the par-
ticular matter of my prayer I do not remember,

¢ 1 dined, by en appointment, with Mrs. Gardiner,
and passed the afternoon with such calm gladness of
mind, @8 it is very long since 1 felt before. I came
horae, and began to read the Bible. 1 the night
n sach sweet uninterrupted sleep as 1 Hive not known
gince 1 slept at Fort Augustus,

“ O Monday I dined +#ith Sheward, on Tuesday
with Puradise, The mormings have been devoured by
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company, and one intrusion has, through the whole
week, succeeded to another.

¢ At the heginning of the year T proposed to myself
s scheme of life, and a plan of study; but peither life
bas been rectified, nor study follewed. Days and months
pass 10 a dream; and I am afmid that my memory
grows less tenacious, and my observation less attentive.
If 1 am decayiug, it is time to make haste. My nights
are restless and tedious, and wy days droway. The
flatulence which torments me has sometimes so ob-
structed my breath, that the sct of respiration became
not only voluntary, but laborious in a decumbent posture.
By copious bleeding I was relieved, bu¢ not cured.

« 1 have this year omitted church on most Sundays,
intending to supply the deficiencs in the week. 8o that
I owc twelve aitendances on worship. 1 will meke no
more such superstitious stipulstions, which entangle
the mind with unbidden obligations.” (P. 156—159.)

Mr. Steevens, whose generosity is well known,
joined Dr. Johinson in kind assistance to & female
relation of Dr. Goldsmith, and desired that on her
return to lreland she would procure authentie par-
ticulars of the life of her relcbrated relation. Con-
cerning her is the following letter: —

Lxrrxs 265. TO GEORGE STEEVENS ESQ.
* « Feb. £5. 1777,

“ Dean 8m, —You will be glad to hear that fsom
Mrs. Galdsmith, whom we lamented as drowned, I bave
ved a letter full of gratitude to us all, with promise
make the enquiries which we rectmmendsd to her.
would have had the honour of conveying this intel-
Hgenoe to Miss Caulffeld, but that her letter is not at
hand, end Y kiow not the Birectign. You will tell the
good pews. — 1 am, 8ir, &c. Sau, Jomsgon.”

Q?

i
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Lerrzz 266, FROM MR. BOSWELL.

« Cdwnburgh, Feb 14. 1777.

“ My pBAR SIR, —~ My state of epistolary accounts
with you at present is extraordinary. The balance, as
to number, 15 on your side. I am indebted to you for
two letters+ one dated the 16th of November, upon
which very day 1 wrote to you, so that our letters were
exactly exchanged , and one dated the 21st of Decem-
ber last,

*¢ My heart was warmed with grititude by the truly
Aind contents of both of them , and 1t 1s amasing and
sexmng that I have allowcd so much time to elapse
without wnting to you But delay 18 inherent m me,
hy nature or by bad habit 1 waited tall I should have
an opportunity of paymng you my comphments on a
new vear 1 have procrastinated til the year 1 no
longer new

“1h Memis's cause was determined agaunst him,
with 404 costs  The lord presidcnt, and two othir of
the judgce, disrented from the majority upon this
ground that although there may have been no intenw
tion to mjure him by ealling ham doctor of medicine
mstead of physicwn ; yet, ashe remonstrated aguinst the
desygmation before the charter was primted off, and re.
presented that 1t was disagreeable, and even hurtful to
him, it was 1ll-natured to refuse to alter it, and let him
have the demgnation to wuch he was certamly entitled.
My opimon 15, that our court has judged wrong. The
defendants were 1n mald fide, to persist in namuing him
m a way that he dishked. You remember poor Gold.
smith, when he grew mmportant, and wished to appear
Thector Major (1), could not bear your calling hym Goldy.
Wauld 1t not have heen wrong to have named him so
4m your ¢ Preface to Shakspeare,’ or in any serious per
manent wrniting of any sort * The dificulty is, whethe

(1) Sce ante, Vol IV, p.98, =G, ,



ZErar, 68 THE NEGRO CAUSE. 299

an action should be allowed on such petty wrongs, De
minymis non curat lew.

 The negro cause is not yet decided. A memorial
s preparing on the side of slavery. I shall send you a
wopy as soon as it is printed. Maclsurin is made
happy by your approbation of his memorial for the
black. Macquarry was here in the winter, and we
passed an evening together. The sale of his estate
cannot be prevented.

“ Sir Allan Maclean’s suit against the Duke of
Argyle, for teeovening the ancient inhentance of his
famly, is now fairly before all our judges. 1 spoke for
him yesterday, and Maclawin to-day ; Crosbie spoke
to.day against mm. ‘Three more counsel are to be
heard, and next week the cause will be determined. [
send you the informations, or cases, on each side,
which I hope you will read. You said to me, when we
were under Sir Allan’s hospitable roof, ¢ I will help you
with my pen.’ You said it wath a generous glow ; and
though bis Grace of Argyle did afterwards mount you
upon an excellent horse, upon which € you looked like
a bishop,” you must not swerve from your purpose at
Inchhenneth. 1 wish you may uunderstand the points
at issue, amidst our Scotch law principles and phrases.”
[Here followed a full state of the case, in which 1 en-
deavoured to make it es clear as 1 could to an English-
man who had ne knowledge of the formularics and
technical language of the law of Scotland.]

¢ J shall inform you how fhe cause is decided here.
But a8 it may be brought under the review of our
Jjudges, and is certainly to be carried by appesl to the
House of Lords, the assistance of such & mind as yours
will be of consequence. Your paper on Ficious Iniro-
miseion is a noble proof of what you can do even in
8coth law,

‘I have mat yet distribmsed all your books, Lord
Hailes and Lord Monbeddo bave each received one

Q8
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and return you themks. Monbodde dined with me
lately, and, having drunk tes, we were a good while by
ourdelven ; and as I kmew that he had read the ¢ Jour-
ney’ superficially, as he did not talk of it as I wished,
1 brought it to him, and read aloud several passages ;
sud then he talked se, that T told him he was to have
a copy from the author. He begged that might be
marked on it. I ever am, my dear Sir, &e.

¢ Jaues Boswernr.”

Lrrrza 267. FROM SIR ALEXANDER DICK.

¢ Prestonield, Feb.17. 1777,

“ 81r,— 1 had yesterday the honour of receiving
your book of your ¢Journey to the Western Islands of
Scotland,” which you were so good as to send me, by
the hands of our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell, of Au-
chinleck ; for whick I return you my most hearty
thanks ; and, after carefully reading it over agan, shall
deposit it in my htde collection of choice books, next
our worthy triend’s ¢ Journey to Corsica.’ As there
sre many things to admire in both performances, I have
often wished that no travels or journey should be pub-
lished but those undertaken by persons of integrity, and
capacity to judge well and describe faithfully, and in
good language, the situation, condition, and manBers of
the countries passed through. Indeed, our country of
Scotland, in spite of the ynion of the crowns, is etill in
most places so devoid of clothing or cover from hedges
and plantations, that it was well you gave your readers
a sound momiteive with respect to rcumstance.
The truths you have told, and the purity of the lan-

e in which they are expressed, s your ¢ Journey’
& universally read, may, and already appear to
very good effect.  For s man of my acqisintance,
has the ‘lzfm nursery fol trees snd Medges
coantry, tells me, that of late the demand upon

8

.

Ee
3E
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these articles is doubled, and sometimes tnpled. I
have, therefore, listed Dr. S8amuel Johnson in some of
my memorandums of the prineipal planters and favourers
of the enclosares, under 3 neme which I took the liberty
to invent from the Greek, Pappadendrien. Lord Au-
chinleck and some few more are of the list. I am told
that one gentlemen in the shire of Aberdeen, viz. Sir
Archibald Gremt, has planted above fifty millions of
trees on & piece of very wild ground at Monimusk : I
must emquire if e has fenced thenr well, before he enters
my Hst ; for that is the soul of euclosing. I began
myself to plant a little, our ground being too valuable
for wuch, and that is now fifty years ago; and the
trees, now in my seveaty-fourth year, 1 look up to with
reverence, and show them to my eldest son, now in his
fifteenth year ; and they are the full height of my
country-house here, where 1 had the pleasure of re-
ceiving you, and hope again to have that satisfactivn
with our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell. I shall always
continue, with the truest esteem, dear Doctor, &e.

“ Avexaxper Dick.” (')

Lerree 268. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
¢ Feb. 18, 1777.

~. ¢ Dean S, — It is so long since 1 heard any thing
from¥ou (2), that I sm noteasyabout it: write something
to- me next post. When you sent your last letter, every
thing seented to be mending ; I hope nothing has lately
grown warss, - I suppoee young Alexander continues to
thrive, awd Veronica is now very pretty company. 1
do not euppése the lady is yet reconciled to me ; yet let
her know this# I love her very well, and value her very

1 For & chassctar of 8 veby srlable s, w0 i, Vol

e b B
wad . letér of the 3

bad 2ot yot renched Him L) el

. 'Q_,“' ’
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““ Dr. Blair is printing some sermons, If they are
all like the first, which I have read, they sre scrmones
aurei, ac auro magis aurci. It is excellently written
both es to doctrine and language. Mr. Watson’s book (1)
seems to be much esteemed.

“ Poor Beauclerk still continues very jll. Langton
lives on as he used to do. His children ave very
pretty, and, I think, his lady loses her Scotch. (4)
Paoli I never see.

¢ I have been so distressed by difficulty of breathing,
that I lost, as was computed, six-and-thirty ounces of
blood in & few days. 1 am better, but not well. X
wish you would be vigilant and get me Graham’s
* Telemachus,” that was printed at Glasgow, a very
litde book ; and ¢ Johnetoni Poemata (¥), another little
buok, printed at Middleburgh.

“ Mrs. Williams sends bher compliments, and pro-
mizes that when you come hither she will accommodate
you as well as ever she can in the old room. She
wishes to know whether yon sent her book to Sir Alex-
ander Gordon. My dear Boswell, do not neglect to
write to me ; for your kindness is one of the pleasures
of my life, which J should be sorry to lese. I am, &e.

“ Sam. Jounson.”

Lzrrzr 269, FROM MR. BOSWELL. *
# Edinburgh, Feb. 24. 1777,

“ Dpan 8rs, — Your Jetter dated the 18th instant,
1 had the pleasure to receive laat post. Although my
Inte long neglect, or rather delay, was truly culpable, 1
sm tempted not to regret it, singe it has produced me so
valusble s proof of your regard. ¥ did, indesd, during
that inexcussble silence, sometimes divert the reproaches
1) R of Phillp the Second.
&gmt‘%:ma. acxd nevet, na“m.‘wq“ ey m
uﬁdwm—c.

(3) Bee and, Val. IV. p. 96— Ca
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of my own mind, by fancying that I should hesr again
ftom you, enquiring with some afxiety. about me, be.
cause, for aught yon knew, I might have been ill.

“ You are pleased to,show me that my kindness is of
some consequence to you. My heart is elated at the
thought. He assured, my dear Sir, that my affection
and reverence for you are exalted and steady. 1 do not
believe that a more perfect attachment ever existed in
the bistory of mankind. And it is & noble attachment;
for the attractions are genius, learning, and piety.

“ Your difficulty of breathing alarms me, and brings
into my imagination an event, which, although, in the
natural course of things, I must expect at some period,
1 cannot view with composure,

¢ My wife is much honoured by what you say of her.
She begs you may accept of her best compliments. 8k
is to send you some marmalade of oranges of her own
making. I ever am, my dear Sir, &e.

“ Jaues BosweLL.”

»

Lzrra 270 TO MRS. ASTON.

¢ Bolt-Court, March 8. 1'm.
“Dean MApAx,— As we pass on through the jour-
ney of life, we meet, and ought to expect, many up-
pleasitg occurrences, but many likewise emcoumter us
unexpected. I have this morning heard from Lucy of
your iflness. " I heard, indeed, in thencxnt:;nmthn
you are to & greit degree recovered. |
very, deavest Madam, be complete and lasting! The
hopes of pqhgyouthemunlvuitumofﬂnefew
solaces with which gratifies me, and ny
wuh;‘s,tbulm
“ yhedthumchi;mhn' myniglmm.my
vestioms, and will st Ye tnade more comfortabie by 2e-
membiring that e of the friends whom 1 value sost
da suffering equally with' myself. pleased, dedregt

»
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lady, to let me know how you are; and if writing be
troublesome, get dear Mrs. Gastrell to wrire for you. I
hope she is well and sble to assist you; and wish shist
you may so well recover, as to repay her kindmess, if
she shonld want you. May you both live leng happy
together ! I am, dear Madam, &e.

¢ 8am. Jonnson.”

Lrrree 271. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« March 14. 1777

¢ Dear 8ir, —1I have been much pleased with your
late letter, and am glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Bos-
well, begins to feel some remorse. As to Miss Vero-
nica’s Scotch, I think it cannot be helped. An English

have yourself very little. 1 hope she knows my name,
and does not eal me Johnston. (1)

** The immediste canse of my writing is this: One
8haw, who seems & modest and a decent man, has
written an Erse Grammar, which a very learned High-
tander, Macbean, has, at my request, examined and
approved. The bock is very little, but Mr. Shaw has
by his friends to set it at half a guinea,
though 1 advised only a crown, and thought myself
liberal. le,whomile.mdmremnidenuugrnten-
eourager of ingeniows mem, will receive a parcel of his
propossle and veesipts. 1 have undertaken to give you
m‘:{ theam, mlwnliahyoufhcommnoe. {n
mnst no poor men, becwuse is reaiily w00
high. Yetmchnmldmww
Ji the
{1) m"?mwnqmm.ﬁm«m
stwerved that many Notth Btioos N mase e thieir

own way, « B.— The namws e Qifferent
pm?’mic,kh'lm; the other local, m\»m-:ﬂ.m

i
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¢ It is proposed to sugment our club frem twenty to
thirty, of which 1 am glad ; for as we have reveral in
it whom I do not much like to consort with (1), 1 am
for reducing it to a nere misocellaneous collection of con-
spicuous men, without any determinate character. 1

am, dear Sir, most affectionatcly yours,
““Sam. JoRrNsON,

My respects to madam, to Veronica, to Alexander,
to Euphemia, to David.”

Lxrrsr 272. TO MRS. ASTON.
« March 15. 1777,

“ Drarrst Manawm,—The letter with which I was
favoured, by the kindness of Mrs. Gastrell, bas contri-
buted very littie to quict my solicitude. 1 am indeed
more frighted than by Mrs. Porter's account. Yet,
since you have had strength to conquer your disorder so
as to ‘vbtain a partial recovery, 1 think it reasonable to
believe, that the favourable seasor. which is now coming
forward may restore you to your former heslth, Do
not, dear Madam, lose your tourage, nor by despondence
or inactivity give way to the disease. Use such exer-
cise a8 you can bear, and excite cheerful thoughts in
your own mind. Do uot harass your faculties with
Isborious attention : nothing is, in my opinion, of more
mischievous tendency in a state of body like yours, than
deep meditation or perplexing selicitude. OGuiety is a
duty, when health requires it. Entertsin yourself as
you can with small amusements or light conversation,
and let nothing but your devotion ever make yor o~
wious. But while1 exhurt you, my desvest lady, to mere

1) On account of thelr from him g to religion and
P"Si —B.—-lhﬁnm &e. It wms
time thet WM n Dy
afterwards Bishop sterford ), Mr, Dunning

Mariey 8
warg pdmitted, == C.
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riment, I am very seripus myself. The loss or danger
of & friend is not to be considered with indifference ;
but I derive some consolation from the thought, that

hand to watch your wants and supply them. If, at
this distance, ] ean be of any use, by consulting pbysi-
cians, or for any other purpose, I hope you will employ
me,

¢ I have thought on a journey to Btaffordshire ; and
hope, in a few weeks, to climb Stow Hill, and to find
there the pleasure which 1 have so often found. Let
me hear again from you. I am, dear Madam, your
most humble servant, Sax, Jognsox.”

Lxrrzs 273. FROM MR. BOSWELL.

« Edinburgh, April 4. 1777

(After informing him of the death of my little son
David, and that I could not come toLondon this spring:)
1 think it hard that 1 should be a whole year without
seeing you. May I presume to petition for 2 meeting
with you in the autumn ? You have, [ believe, setn atl
the cathedrals in England, except that of Carlisle. If
you are to be with Dr. Taylor, at Achbourne, it would
ot be & great journey to come thither, We may pass
8 few most agreeable days there by omrselves, and I will
accompany you & good part of the way to the south.
ward again. Pray think of this.

# You forget that ‘Mr. Shaw's Erse Grammar was put
into your hands by myself last year. Lord Eglingtoune
put it into mine. I am glad that Mr. Macbesn ap-

of it. I have received Mr. Shaw’s proposals foir
ts publication, which I can perceive ate written by fio
md‘ﬁmﬁ "« 4 v » m’“f“mmm
wiitions of ¢ Welton's Lives,’ 1 have & notion that the
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republication of them with notes will fall upon me, be-
tween Dr. Horne and Lord Hailes,” (1)

. Mr. Shaw's Proposals1- foran “ Analysis of the
Scotch Celtic Language” were thus illuminated by
the pen of Johnson : —

 Though the Erse dialect of the Celtic language has,
from the earliest tirues, been spoken in Britain, and still
subsists in the northern parts and adjacent islands, yet,
by the negligence of a people rather warlike than let-
tered, it has hitherto been left to the caprice and judg-
ment of every speaker, and has floated in the living
voice, without the steadiness of analogy, or direction of
rales,

An Erse Grammar is an addition to the stores of
literature ; and ita suthor hopes for the indulgence
always shown 1o those that attemnpt to do what was
never done before. 1f his work shall be found defect-
ive, it is at least all his own: he is not, like other
grammarians, a compiler or transcriber ; what he deli.
wers, he has learuned by attentive observation among his
countrymen, whe, perhaps, will be themselves surprised
to see that speech reduced to principles, which they
have used only by imitation.

“ The use of thia book will, however, not be confined
to the mountains gnd islands : it will afford a plessing
and , important subject of speculstion to these whese
studies lead them to trace theuﬁmtyofhnguagu,ﬁ and
ﬁ;em!gmuonuftheannientmpfmmkmd. .

(¥ Nomafﬂumhﬁemmonedmhdhmk
whclm bad in unmnp!auo‘t:i ‘Waltan's ulu:ge ook,
howe vepublished in quirto and octava,

!ﬂzmﬁnﬁou the Rev. Mr. Zouch. ~ M e

'hmmmm the | 1805, in tww,
~wolugpes, I mﬂﬁmﬂhtn&%m M
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Lrrrzs 274. FROM MR. BOSWELL.
“ Glasgow, April 2¢. 1777.

*“ My nEaR 8ir,— Our worthy friend Thrale’s death
having appeared in the vewspapers, and been afterwards
contradicted, I have been placed in @ state of very uneasy
uncertainty, from which 1 hoped to be relieved by you ;
but my hopes have as yet been vam. How pould you
omit to write to me en such an occaston? | shall wait
with saxiety. «- 1 am going to Auchinleck to stay »
fortnight with my father. It is better not to be there
very long at one time. But frequent renewals of sttene
tion are agreeable to him.

“* Pray tell me about this edition of ¢ English Poets,
with a Preface, biographical and critical, to each Autbor,
by Samuel Johnson, LL.D." which I sce advertised. I
am delighted with the prospect of :it. Ilndeed, 1 am
bappy to feel that 1 am capable of bemg so much de.
lighted with hterature. But is not the charm of thus
publication chiefly oning to the magnum nomes in the
front of it?

What do you say of Lord Chesterfield's Memoirs
amd last Letters ? ()

“ My wife hes made marmalade of oranges for you.
I left her and my daughters and Alexander all well yes.
terday, I have taught Veronica to speak of you thus;
Dr. Johneon, not Johnston.~~1 remam, &e.

- ¥ Janes Boswsis.”

Loreen 275. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« May 8. 1777,
* Daar 8, —The story of Mr. Thrale’s death, s
T hod neither been sick mar in euy other danger, made

abiderns Woks O Lars Coearans P vy 08 T

tamond early in 1777, — C,
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g0 little impression upon me, that I never thought abous
obviating its effects®on any body else. It is supposed
to have been produced by the English custom (') of
making April fools ; that is, ofy sending one another on
sume foolish errand on the first of April.

“ Tell Mrs. Boawell that I shall taste her marmalade
csutionsly at first, Timeo Danasos ¢ dona ferentse.
Beware, says the ltalian proverb, of a reconciled enemy.
Bat when [ find 1t does me no harm, 1 shall then re-
eeive it, and hc thankful for it, as a pledge of firm, and,
1 hope of unalwruble hindness. She is, after all, & dear,
dear lady.

¢ Please to return Dr. Blair thanks for his sermons.
The Scotch wnte English wonderfully well.

** Your frequent visits to Auchinleck, and your short
iy there, arc very laudable wnd very judicious. Your
prerent concord with your father gives me great plea-
sure ; 1t was all that you seemed to want.

* My health 18 very bad, and my nights are very
ungquiet. What can I do o mend them? 1 have for
this summer nothing better in prospect than a journey
mto Staffordshire and Derbyshire, perhaps with Oxford
and Birmingham in my way.

“ Make my compliments to Miss Veronica; T must
leave it to her philosophy to comfort you for the loss of
little David. You must remember, that to keep three
out of four is more than your share. Mrs. Thrale has
but four out of eleven, ’

“ T am engaged to write little Lives, and little Pre-
faces, to a lttle edition of the English Poets. 1 think
1 have persusded the booksellers to insert something of
Thomson ; and if you could give me some information
about him, for the life which we have is very scanty, I
should be glad,—I am, dear Sir, &e.

“ San, Jpmmean.”

1) Wet merely sn_Englich ~the French have the
{ )3 wm”‘;ﬂmﬁmmym“m%':tﬂ.
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To those who delight in tracing the progress of
works of literatare, it will he an entertainment to
compare the limited design with the ample exceution
of that admirable performance, * The Lives of the
Enghsh Poets,” which is the richest, most beautiful,
and, indeed, most perfect production of Johnson’s
pen.  His notion of it at this time appears in the
preceding letter. He has a memorandum in this
year: — -

“ May 29., Easter-eve, I treated with booksellers on
2 bargain, but the time was not long.” (I'r. and Med.
p. 155.)

The hargain was concerning that undertakings but -
his tender conscicnee secms alarmed, lest it should
have intruded too much on his devout preparation
for the solemnity of the ensuing day. But, indeed,
very little time was necessary for Johnron's conclud-
ing a treaty with the boohsellers ; as be had, 1 be-
lieve, less attention to profit from his labours, than
any man to whom literature has been a profession.
I shall here insert, from a letter to me from my late
worthy friend Mr. Edward Dilly, though of a later
date, an account of this plan so happily conceived,
since it was the orcasiqn of procuring for us an ele-
gant collection of the best biography and criticism
of which our language can boast.

Lxvese 276. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ
« Southill, Bept. 20. 1777.
"Dm&;,«-tonﬂndhydmm that T amm still
in the same ¢alm retreat, fibm the noise and huatle of
Londim, as when I wrofe to you last. I am happy to



‘Erar. 68. LIVES OF THE POETS. 241
4

find you had such an agreeable-meeting with’ your aold
friend Dr. Johnson: 1 have.po doubt your stock is
much increased by thg;gmw, Jfew men, nay, I may
 #8y, scarcely any man has.got:that fund of knowledge
and entertainment as Dr. Johnson in conversation,
When he opens freely, every one is atteutive to what
he says, and cannot fail of improvement as well as
pleasure.
‘“ The edition of the poets, now printing, will do
honour to the English press; and a concise account of
“the life of each author, by Dr. Johnson, will be a very
valuable addition, and starap the reputstion of this edi-
tion superior to any thing that is gone before. The first
cause that gave rive to this nndertaking, I belicve, was
owing to the little trifling edition of the poets, printing
by the Martins at Edinburgh, and to be sold by Bell in
London. TUpon exumining the volumes which were
printed, the type was found so extremely small, that
many persons could not read them: not only this in-
convenience attended it, but the inaecuracy of the press
was very conspicuons. These reasons, as well as the
idea of an invasion of what we call our Literary Pro-
perty, induced the London booksellers to print an elegant
and accurate edition of all the English poets of reputation,
from Chaucer to the present time, ‘
¢ Accordingly a select numbex of the most respectable
booksellers met on the ocoasion: and, on consulting to-
gethier, agreed, that all the pyoprietors of co) bt in
the various poets shovld be summoned ;3 and
when their opinions were given, to proceed immediately
on the businesa, Accordingly a meeting was held, con-
sisting of sbout forty of the most bocksellers.
of London, when it wes agreed that an elegant arid uni-
form editign of * The Bhglish Pgets’ shonld be imme-
dittcly’ printed; with s concise account ‘ef the lfe of
each -amthor, by Dr; Semisl Johnwan; end that three
VO, Vi i R e

Wl
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persons should be deputed to wait upon Dr. Johnson, to
wolicit him to undertake the ¢ Lives,’ viz. T, Davies,
Stréhan, and Cadell. The Doctor very politely under-
took it, and seemed exceettingly pleased with the pro-

¢ As to the terms, it was Jeft entirely to the Doctor
to name his own: he mentioned two bundred gui-
neas(!).; it was immediately agreed to; and a farther
compliment, 1 believe, will be made him. A committee
was likewise appointed to engage the best engravers, viz.
Bartolozzi, Sherwin, 11all, §c. Likewise another com-
mittee for giving ditections about the paper, printing,
&e.; w0 that the whole will be conducted with spirit,
and in the best manner, with respect to authorship, edi-
torship, engravings, &c. &e. My brother will give you
a list of the poets we mean to give, many of which are
within the time of the Act of Queen Anne, which Martin
and Beil cannot give, as they have no property in thew
the proprietors are almost all the booksellers in Lonrdon
of eonsequence.

¢ 1 am, dear Sir, ever yours,
“ Epwarp Dirry.”

1 shall afterwards have oceasion to consider the
extensive and varied range which Johnson took,
when he was once led upon ground which he trod
with a peculiar delight, ha.vmg long been intimately
acquainted with all the circumstances of it that could
interest and plcn.se

" 1) Johmn’s modewmn in demunding so small & wam i ex-

! Hnd he asked one thousand, or even fifleen hun-
Ared the bookyellers, who knew the value of his name,
. ipubﬁul ha.ve readily givcn it. They b“Wl gt

. g?nmhk&iswmkmm
M.—M. ceted that Johnson ‘st vt in-
-

prmes-—he afierwards expaniied his design.
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Lrrrer 277. TO CHARLES O'CONNOR, ESQ. (%)
« May 19. 1737,

¢ §1r, — Having had the pleasure of conversing with
Dr. Campbell about your character and your literary
undertaking, I am resolved to gratify myself by renew-
ing a correspondence which began and ended a preat
while ago, and ended, I am afraid, by my fault; a fault
which, if you hiave not forgotten it, you must now for-
give.,

* If 1 have ever disappointed you, give me leave to
tell you that you have likewise disappointed me. I ex-
pected great discoveries in lIrish antiquity, and Jarge
publications in the Irish languege; but the world si®
remains as it was, doubtful and ignerant. W hat the
Irish Jangunage is in itself;, and to what languages it has
affinity, are very intercsting questions, which every man
wiches to see resolved that has any philological or his-
torical curiosity. Dr. Leland begins his histery too late :
the ages which deserve an exact inquiry are those times
{fur such there were) (*) when Ireland was the school

(1) Mr. Joseph Cooper Walker, of the treasury, Dublin, who
obligingly communicated to me this and a forner letter from
Dr, Johnson to the same gentleman (for which see Vol. 11. p.
76. ), writes to me as follows : — ¢ Perhaps it would gratify you
to have some account of Br, O'Connor. He is an amiable,
learavd, venerable old tleman, of an independent fortune,
who lives at Belanagar, in the cougity of Roscommon : he is an
admired writer, and member of the Irish Academy. The.above
Jetter in alluded to in the preface to the second edition of his
¢ Dissert.’ p, 8." Mr,«0’Connor afterwards died at the age of
eighty-two, July 1, 1721, Sec a well-drawn tharacter of lnm in
the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine” for Angust, 1791, . -

'(2) In Anderson’s # Sketches of the Native Irish,” p. 5. ed.

' 2828, théye is on these words, * ran duch tigre were,” tho follow~

e e P S
Y 08, ¥ IP $M were,’ e was
inpaver of the letter to O'C w® I confess that Dr. (.'zmp.

jrell's chading seemss the inore probable of the two. — Ci
' 22
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of the west, the quiet babitation of sanctity end liters.
ture. If you could give a history, though imperfect, of
the Irish nation, from its conversion to Christianity to
the invasion from England, you would amplify know-
ledge with new views and new objects. Set about it,
thercfore, if you can: do what you can easily do with-
out anxious exactness.- Lay the foundation, and leave
the superstructure to posterity. — 1 am, Sir, your
humble servant, Saxn. Jounson.”

Early in this year eame out, in two volumes quarto,
the posthuinous works of the learned Dr. Zuchary
Pearce, bishap of Rochester; being « A Commentary,
with Notes, on the four Evangelists and the Aets of
the Apostles,” with other theological pieces. John-
son had mow an opportunity of making a grateful
vetarn 1o that eacellenit prelate (1), whe, we have
seen, was the only person who gave him any assist
ance in the compilation of his dictionary., The
bishop had left some account of his life and eha~
racter, written by himself. ‘Fo this Johnson made
some valuable additions +, and also furnished to the
editor, the Rev. Mr. Derby(?), a dedication §, which

(1) Mrs. Thrale, in one of her letters, repeats a cutious anec-
dote of this which qy probably had from Dy, Johnson
himself : # We will act as Dr. Zschary Pearce, the famous
hishop of Rochester, did, when he lost the wife he so much
Saved - call for one glass to the health of her who is departed
‘hidver mote to return, and then go quietly back to the usual
duties of life, and forbear 10 mention her again from that time to

 the last day of #t.” — Lett. v. i, p. 213. But he survived his lady
but a few months, and his dpath was (if not oceasioned ) cortmin
.apedlerated by her loss, e died 23d Oct. 1778, and he
June, 1774 :¥uta union of ffty-one years, — C.
“sayuctor of Southflept and Tongfield in Kent. He had mar-
ri ishop Pearce's nigte. Johnsomn, in a letter to Mrs. Thrale
says, “ My clerical friend Derbyis dead.” He died in1778.— C.
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I shall here insert: both because it will appear at
this time with peculiar propricty, and because it will
tend to propagate and increase that ¢ fervour of
loyalty,” which in me, who boast of the name of
Tory, is not vnly a principle, but a passion.

“ To the King.

“ Sme,—1 rresime to lay before your majesty the
Jast Iabours of n learned hishop, who died in the toils
and dutice of his calling. He is now heyond the reach
of all carthly honours and rewards ; and only the hope
of inciting others to imitate him, makes it now fit to be
remembered, that he enjoved in his life the favour of
your majesty.

“ The tomualtuary life of princes scldom permits them
t survey the wide extent of national interest, without
Josing sight of private merit ; to exhibit qualities which
may be imitated by the highest and the humblest of
mankind ; and to be at once amiable and great.

*“ Such characters, if now and then they appear in
history, are contemplated with admiration. May it be
the ambition of all your subjects to make haste with their
tribute of reverence! and as posterity may learn from
your majesty how kings should live, may they learn
likewise from your people how they should be honoured!
— I am, may it please your majesty, with the most pro-
found respect, your majesty’s ynost dutiful and devoted .
gubject and servant.”

In the summer he wrote a prologuc*, which was
spoken before “ A Word to the Wise,” a comedy by
Mr. Hugh Kelly, which had been brought upon the
stage in 1770; but he being a writer for ministry
in one of the newspapers, it fell & sacrifice to popu-
‘iar fury, and, in the plnyiumse phrase, was damned.
By the generosity of Mr. Harris, the proprietor of

« 28
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Covent-garden theatre, it was now exhibited for one
night, for the benefit of the author's widow and
cuildren. To conciliate the favour of the audience
was the intention of Jobmnson's prologue, which, as
1t is not long, I shall here insert, a8 a proot that his
poetical talents were in no degree jmpaired.

4
¢ This night pretents a play, which public rage,
Or right or wrong, once hooted from the stage :
From zeal or malice now no more we dread,
{or Enghshfveugeance mm";t not wth the dead.
nerous foe regards with pitying eye
Th%cman who fute has laid mrcgali wust lie.
T'a wit, reviving from its author'’s dust,
Be kind, ye judges, or at least be just:
Lot no renewed hostilities invade
Th? oblivious grave's inviolable shade.
Y.et one great payment every claim appease,
And him who cannot hurt, allow to please ;
To please by scenes, unconsgious of wilince,
L less morriment or useful sence,
Where aught of bright or fair the prece displays,
Approve it only ; - tis 100 late too prisse.
1 want of skill or want of care appear,
Faorbear to hiss j— the poet cannot hear,
By all, likc him, must praise and blame be found,
At last, a flecting gleam or empty sound :
Yet then shall calm reflection bless the night
When liberal pity dignified delight ;
When pleasure fired her torch at virtae's flame,

And mirth was bounty with an humbler name.” (1)

1
and
heen o dili

wh
o

) Mr. Murphy related im Dr. Johnson's hearing one day,
he did not deny it, that when Murphy joked hima for having
nt of late between Dodd's sermon and Kelly's pro-
ue, Dr. Jolnson replied, * Wiy, Sir, when they come to me
":.dendquymgkfrmd.cq g pation, what can & man
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CHAPTER VIIL
1777.

Richard Brinsley Sheridan.— Savage's ¢ Sir Thomas
Overbury.” — Thomson,— Mrs. Strickland. — The
Townley Collection. — Dr. Dodd. — Bosvell at the
Tomb of Meluncthon.— Isqae De Groot.— Dy. Watts.
—Letter to Mrs. Boswell.— Vieit to Ashbourne. —
“ Harry Jockson.” — Sidney’s * Areadia.” — Fro-
Jected T'rip to the Bnltic. — Grief for the Loss of
Relatives and Friends, — Incomes of Curates. —
Johnson's hiumane and zealvus Interference in behalf
of Dr. Dodd.

A c1rcuMSTANCE which could not fail to be'very
pleasing to Johnson occurred this year. The tragedy
of “8ir Thomas Overbury,” written by his early
companion in London, Richard Savage, was brought
out with alterations at Drury-lane theatre. (1) The
prologue to it was written by Mr. Richard Brinsley
Sheridan; in which, afterdeseribing very pathet:ca.lly
the wretchednesa of
« I1l-fated Bavage, at whose birth was giveu
No parent but the Muse, no friend but Heaven,”

be introduced an elegant compliment to Jolinson on

(15 Our author has heve Mlm jtto a slight mistake. The

e to this revived tragedy.bein wriuen by Mr. Sheridan,

oswell very na.tura.ﬂ po‘ef that it was performed at

nrury‘lme thutre. ﬁ as Mr. Kcmble observes to
e, it was scted at the mem-gnden.-li.
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his Dictionary, that wonderful. performance which
cannot be too often or too highly praised ; of which
Mr. Harris, in his < Philological Inquiries (part i
chap. iv.), justly and liberally observes, < Such is
its merit, that our language does not possess a more
copious, learned, and valuable work.” The con-
cluding lines of this prologuc were these: —
¢ So pleads the tale (1) that gives to future times
‘The son’s misfortuncs and the parent’s crimes;
There shall his fame (if own'd to-night) survive,
Fix'd by the hand that bids our language live.”

Mr. Sheridan here at once did honour to his taste
and to his liberality of sentiment, by showing that
he was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference
which had taken place between his worthy father
and Dr. Johnson. (*) I have already mentioned
that Johuson was very desirous of reconciliation
with old Mr. Shetidan, Tt will, therefore, not seem
at all surprising that he was zealous in acknowledging
the brilliant merit of his son, While it had as yet
been displayed only in the drama, Johnson proposed
him as a member of the Literary Club, observing,
that «“ He who has written the two best () comedies

(1) “ Lifeof Richard Savage, by Dr. Johnson."—S8uraipan.

(2) He likewise tade some retribution to Dr. Johnsun for
the attack he had meditated, about two years before, on the
pamphlet he had published about the American guestion, en-
titled, ¢¢ Taxation no Tyranny.” Sowme fragments found amon
Sheridan’s papers show that he hud intended answering this
pamphlet in no very courteous way,  Bce Moore's Life, vol. i
‘Po 152 — Haur..

(9) [% Whatever Sheridan has done has been, par ercellence,
slways the best of its kind. He has written the besz comed
gcbool for Scandal), the best drAmna (the Duenna,-in my minvz

before the Beggur's Opera), the best furce (she Critic), and
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of his age is surely a considcrable man.” And he
had, accordingly, the honour to be elected ; for an
honour it undoubtedly must be nllowed to be, when
it is considered of whom that society consists, and
that a single black ball excludes a candidate.

Lrrres 278, FROM MR. BOSWELL.,

« July 9. 1777,

“ My nran Sir, — For the health of my wife and
children f have 1aken the little country-house at which
you visited my uncle, Dr. Boswell, who, having lost his
wife, is gone to live with his son. We took possession
of our villa about a week ago. We bave a garden of
three quarters of an acre, well stocked with fruit-trecs
and flowers, and gooseberrics and currants, and pease
and beans, and cabbages, &c. &c., and my children are
quite happy. T now write te you in a little study, {from
the window of which I see around me a verdant grove,
and beyond it the lofty mountain called Arthur's Seat.

“Your last letter, in which you desire me to send
you some additional information concerning Thomson,
reached me veiy fortunately just as 1 was going to La-
nark, to put my wife’s two nephews, the young Camnp-
bells, to school there, under the care of Mr. Thomson,
the master of it, whose wife is sister to the author of

The Seasons.” She is an old woman ; but her memory
is very good ; and she will with pleasure give me for
you every particular that you wish to know, and she
can tell. Pray then take the trouble to send me such
questions as may lead to biographical materials. You
say that the Life which we have of Thomson is scanty.
Since I received your letter, I have read his Life, pub-

the best Address (Mon, on Garrick); and, to crown all,
delivered the very bext oratioff (the famous-Begum Speech) ever
conceived or heard in this cduntry.” — Bynay.]
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lished under the name of Cibber, but, as you told me
really written by a Mr. Shiels (') ; that written by Dr.
Murdoch ; one prefixed to an edition of the ¢ Beasons,
publisaed at Edinburgh, which is compounded of both,
with the addition of an anecdote of Quin's relieving
Thomson from prison ; the abridgement of Murdech's
account of him, in the ¢Biographia Britannica,” and
another abridgement of it in the ¢ Biographical Dic-
tionary;” enriched with Dr. Joseph Warton’s critical
panegyric on the ¢Scasons,’ in his ¢ Kssay on the Ge-
nius and Writings of Pope :* from all these it appears
to me that we have a pretty full account of this poeet.
However, you will, 1 doubt not, show me many blanks,
and I shall do what can be done to have them filled up.
As Thomson never returned to Scotland (which gou
will think very wise), his sister can speak from her own
knowledge only as to the early part of his life. She
has some letters from him, which may probably give
Jight as to his more advanced progress, if she will let us
see them, which 1 suppose she will. I believe George
Lewis Scott (*) and Dr. Armstrong are now his only
surviving companions, while he lived in and about
London ; and they, I dare say, can tell more of him
than is yet known. My own notion is, that Thomson
was & much coarser man than his friends are willing t»
acknowledge. His ¢ Seasons’ are indeed full of ¢lepant
and pious sentiments ; but a rank soil, nay, a dunghil},
will produce beautiful flowgrs.
““Your edition (*) of the ¢ English Poets’ will be
(1) See antd, p. 149. It is particularly observable that the
Life of Thomson which Mr. Boswell here represents Johnson
as stating to bave been especially written by Shiels, bears strong
marks of having been written by Theophilus Cibber. — C.
(2) Sec¢ ans2, Vol. 1. p. 224
- {8) Dr. Johnson was not the editor of thix collection of the
‘Emglish Pets; he merely furnisked the hlggnphiul prefaces
“with which ¢ is cbriched, as is riyhtly stated in a subsequent
pege. - He, indeed, from a vi motive, the
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very valuable on account of the ¢ Prefaces and Lives.
But I have scen a specimsn of an edition of the Poets
at the Apollo press, at Edinburgh, which, for excellence,
in printing and engraving, highly deserves a liberal
encouragement,

¢ Most sincercly do I regret the bad health and bad
rest with which you have been afflicted ; and I hope you
are better. 1 cannot believe that the prologue which you
generously gave te Mr. Kelly’s widow and children the
other day is the effusion of one in sickness and in dis-
quietude : hat external circunistances are never rure
indications of the state of man. I send you a letter
which I wrote to you two years ago at Wilton ; and
did not send it at the time, for fear of being re-
proved as indulging too much tenderness, and one
written to vou at the tonb of Melancthon, which I
kept back, lest I should appear at once too superstitious
and too enthusiastic. I now imagine that perhaps they
may please you.

““You do not take the least notice of my proposal
for our mceting at Carlisle.(!) Though I have meri.

works of four or five poets (whom he has named ) to be added to
the eollection 3 but he is no otherwise answerable for any which
are found there, or any which are omitted. The l’m‘ms of
Goldsmith (whose life 1 know he intended to wnte, fur 1 col-
lected some materials for it by his desire,) were omitied in con-
sequence of a petty exclusive intgrest in some of them, vested in
Mr. Carnan, a bookseller, = M,

(1) Dr. Johnson had himself talked of our seeing Carlisle
together.  High was a favourite word of his to denote a person
of rank. He said to me,  Sir, I believe we may mect at the
house of 8 Roman Catholic lady in Cumberland ;"a high lady,
Sir.” T afterwards discovered that he meant Mrs, Strickland
[sec ant?, p. 15.), sister of Charles Townley, Esq. whose very
noble collection’of statues and pictures is niot more to be ade,
s 2y, than his extraordi and polite readiness in showing it
which 1 and several of my {ripnds have agrecably rienced,
‘They who are possessed of faluable stores of gratification to
persons of taste should ex: eir in imparting
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toriougly refrained from visiting London this year, I
ask you if it would not be wrong thet I should be twe
years without having the benefit of your conversation,
when, if you come down as far as Derbyshire, we may
mect at the expense of a few days’ journeying and net
many pounds. I wish you to see Carlisle, which made
me mention that place. But if you have not a desire to
complete your tour of the English cathedrals, I will
take 2 larger share of the road between this place and
Ashbourne. So tell me where you will fix for our passing
a few days by ourseltes. Now don't cry °foolish
fellow,” or ‘idle dog.’ Chain your humour, and let
your kindness play.

“You will rejoice to hear that Miss Macleod (1), of
Rasay, is married to Colonel Mure Campbell, an excel-
lent man, with a pretty good estate of his own, and the
prospect of having the Earl of Lowlcun's fortune and
honours. Isnot this a noble lot for our fair Hebridean ?
How bappy am 1 that she is to be in Ayishire!
We shall have the Laird of Rasay, and okl Mulcolm,
and I know not how many gallant Maclecds, and bag-
pipes, &c. &c. at Auchinleck. Perbaps you may meet
them all there.

“ Without doubt you have read what is called ¢ The
Life of 'David Hume,” written by himself, with the
letter from Adam Smith subjoined to it. Is not this.
an age of daring effrontery # My friend Mr. Andersen,
professor of matural philesophy at Glasgow, at whose
house you and I supped, and to whore care Mr. Wind-
hawi, of Norfolk, was intrusted at that university,
peid me a visit lately ; and after we had talked with
indignation and contempt of the poisonous productions

iﬂi rle-lum Grateful acknowledgments are due to Welyore
, Bllis for the liberal which he is pleased

low to ‘e’xmiteeouwtionof Frures., b to ok
(1) 8ee anté, Vol IV, p. 195, 2 C,
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with which thie age is infested, he said there was now
an excellent opportunity for Dr. Johneon to step forth.
I agreed with himn that you might kmock Hwmne's and
Smith's heads together, and make vain and ostentatious
infidelity exceedingly ridiculous. Would it not be
worth your while to crush such nofious weeds in the
moral garden ?

““You have suid nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. (1) I
know not how vou think en that subject; though the
newspapers yive us a saying of yours in favour of mercy
to him. But I own 1 am very dosirous that the royal
_prerogative of remission of punishment should be em-
ployed to exhibit an illustrious instance of the regard
which God's Vicegerent will ever show to piety and
virtue. If for ten rightcous men the Almighty would
have spared Sodom, shall not a thousand acts of good-
ness done by Dr. Doedd counterbalance one crime?
Such an instance would do more to encourage goodness,
than his execution would do to deter from vice. 1 am
not afraid of any bad conseuence to society ; for who
will persevere for a lonz course of years in a distin-
guished discharge of religious duties with a view to
commit a forgery with impunity ?

“ Pray make my best compliments acccptable to Mr.
and Mrs. Thrale, by assuring them of my hearty joy
that the master, as you call him, is elive. I hope I
shall often taste his champagne — soberly.

¢ 1 hive not heard from Langton for a long time. 1
suppose he is as usual,

¢ Studious the huwy moments to deceive.’

« 1 remain, my dear Sir, your most affectionate, &ec.
“James Bosware.”

On the 23d of June, I again wrote to Dr. John-

1) The whole story of Dghd is told in détail, post, 15th
e Snp.m“im' b pos, 15ch eyt
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sor, enclosing a shipmaster’s roccipt for a jar of
orange-marmalade, and a large packet of Lord
Hailes’s “ Annals of Scotlaud.”

Lerrer 279. TO#HAMES BOSWELL, ESQ,
¢ June ©8. 1777.

“ Dear Sir, — I have just reccived your packet
from Mr. Thrale's, but have not daylight enough to look
much into it. I am glad that I have credit enough
with Lord Hailes to be trusted with more copy. 1
hope to take more care of it than of the last. 1 return
Mrs. Boswell my affectionate thanks for her present,
which 1 value as a token of reconciliation.

*“ Poor Dodd was put to decath yesterday, in oppo-
sition to the recommendation of the jury, — the petition
of the city of London, — and 2 subsequent petition
signed by three-and-twenty thousand hands. Surcly
the voice of the publie, when it calls so loudly, and calls
only for mercy, ought to be heard.

“ The saying that was given me in the papers 1 uever
spoke ; but I wrote many of his petitions, and some of
bis letters. He applicd to me very often. ile was, |
am afraid, long flattered with hopes of life; but I had
no part in the dreadful delusion ; for as soon as the king
had signed his sentence, 1obtained from Mr. Chamier (1)
an account of the disposition of the court towards him,
with a declaration that there was no hope even of o
respite. 'This letter immediately was laid before Dodd ;
but he believed those whom he wished to he right, as it
is thought, t{ll within three days of his cnd. He died
with pious composure and resolution. + I have just seen
the ordinary that attended him. His address to his
A¥llow-~convicts offended the methodists ; but he had »
‘Moravian with him much of his time. His moral cha-~

" (1) M. Chamier was then Under-Secretary of State, — C.
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racter is very bad : I hope all is not true that is charged
upon him. Of his behaviour in prison an account will
be published.

“ I give you joy of your country-house and your
pretty garden, and hope some time to see you in your
felicity. I was much pleased with your two letters
that had been kept so long in store (1) ; and rejoice at
Miss Rasay’s advancement, and wish Sir Allan success.

“ I hope to muet you somewhere towards the north,

(1) Since they have been su much honoured by.Dr. Johnson,

0

I shall here insert them ; —

A
LerTee 280, FIOM MR. BOSWELL,

¢ Sunday, Sept. 30, 1754

“ MY EVER DEAR AND MUCH-RESPROTRO SIR,— You know my solemn
eothusiasm of mind  You love me for it, and [ rexpect mysel& for it, be.
catse 10 50 far L resernbie Mr. Jotinson, You will be agreeablv surprised,
when you learn the reason of my wiiting this letter,  § am at Wittemberg,
in Saxony. I am m the oli church where the reformation was first
preached, and where some ot the reformerslic interred. X cannot resist the
serious pleasure of writing to Mr Jobnson from the tomb of Melancthon.
My rests upon the grave.stone of that great and good man, who was
undoubtedly the worthiest of all the reformers. He wished to reform
abuses which had been imtroduced into the church ; but had no private re.
sentment to gratify. So mvid was he, that when his aged mother consulted
him with anxiety on the perplexiug disputes of the tunes, he advised her
“to keep to the'old rehgion,’ At this tomb, then, m{ ever dear and re-
spected friend ! 1 vaw & tiiee an eternal attachment, 1t shall be my study
to do what 1 can to repder your life happy : and if you die before me, 1
shall endeavour to do ho to your v; elevated by the re.
membrance of you, persist in noble pety. May God, the father nf all
bemgs, ever bless you ! and may you continue to love your most afibetionate
friend and devoted scrvant, Janns BosweLL”

Lerras 251, FROM THE SANg:

o *“ Wilton.house, April 22,1775,
*“ My DRAR SIR,~ Every scone of my life conflrms the truth of what you
gm toh{ dl:l"e,l‘lt&el.t'l is nmmuhmm in thi:. state of:e'ing.' 1 am
amidst a you know 18 s ; yet 1 am w
agla_’,' y. Yam just g out for themﬁ‘hmm' end in De::l{
shire, and shali not get back to London fora week yet. "Tou said to me last
Good Friday, with & cordiality that warmed my beart, that if 1 came to
wettle in London we should have a day fixed every week to meet by our-
selves and talk freely. To be thought worthy of such a privilege cannot
but exalt me. During my present ce from you, whl%notwlthmm-
ing the which you me to possess, 1 am darkened by temporary
€lnu 15, I hog to have a few lines from you ; a few lines merely of kiudne
&« a sialfcum till 1 see you "‘I.h' In your * Vanity of Human Wishes,’ an
ju Paruoll's * Contentment, the only sure means of enjoying happi
s1ess ; or, at least, the hopes of hnepmm. 1 ever am, with reverence and
affection, most falthfully yours, Janzs BogwRLL ™
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but am Joath to come quite to Carlisle. Can we not meet
at Manchester? But we will settle it in some other
letters.

¢ Mr. Seward (1), a great favourite at Streatham, has
been, I think, enkindled by our travels with a curiosity
to see the Highlands. _1 have given him letters to you
and Beattie. He desires that a lodging may be taken
for him at Edinburgh against his arrival. He is just
setting out. Langton has been exercising the militia.
Mrs. Williams is, I fear, declining. Dr. Lawrence says
he can do no more. She is gone to summer in the
country, with as many conveniences about her as, she
can expect; but 1 have no great hope. We must all
die: may we all be prepared !

¢ 1 suppose Miss Boswell reads her book, and young
Alerander takes to his learning. Let me hear about
them ; for every thing that belongs to you, belongs in a
more remote degree, and not, I hope, very remote, to,
dear Sir, yours affectionately, Sau. Jounsox,”

Lrrrez 282. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

« June 24. 1777,

““ DEar Sir, — This gentleman is a great favourite
at Streatham, and, therefore, you will easily believe that
he has very valuable qualities. Our wnarrative has
kindled him with a desire of visiting the Highlands, after
having already seen & great purt of Europe. You must
receive him asa friend, an8l when you have directed him
to the curiosities of Edinburgh, give him instructions
and recommgndations for the rest of his journey. I
am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Jounson,”

Jobnson’s benevolence to the unfortunate was, I.
am confident, as steady and active as that of any of

. (1) [William Seward, Esq. editor of “ Anecdotes of
m&% Persons,” &:1 Set aned, Vol !l"laL y.u'ts.] some
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fhose who have been most eminently distinguished
or that virtue. Innumerable proofs of it I have no
doubt will be for ever concealed from mortal eyes.
We may, however, form some judgment of it from
the many and various instances which have been
discovered. One, which happened in the course of
this summer, is remarkable from the name and con-
nection of the person who was the object of it. The
cireamstance to which J allude is ascertained by two
letters, onc to Mr. Langton, and ancther to the
Rev. Dr. Vyse, rector of Lambeth, son of the re-
spectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was con-
temporary with Johnson, and in whose fatber's
fawily Johnson had the happincss of being kindly
received in his carly years.

Lerrer 283. TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.

“ June 29. 1777.

“ Deanr Sir, — T have lately been much disordered
by a difficulty of breathing, but am now better. I hope
your house is well. :

** Youknow we have been talking lately of St. Cross,
at Winchester ('): I have an old acquaintence, whose
distress makes him very desirous of an hospitgl;smd-1
am afraid I have not strengtly enough to get him into
the Chartreux. He is a painter, who never rose higher
than to get his immediate living; and from that, at
eighty-three, he s disabled by a slight stroke of the
palsy, such as does not make him at all helpless on
common occasions, though his hand is not steady enough
for his ert, My request s, that you will &y to obtain
a promise of the next vacancy,from the Bishop of

(1) See ant?, Vob 11, p, 501, ~C,
70L, VI.
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Chester. It is not a great thing to ask, and I hope
we shall obtain it. Dr. Warton has promised to favour
him with his notice, and 1 hope he may end his days in
peace. I am, Sir, &c: Sam, Jounsox.”

Lerrzz 284. TO THE REV. DR. VYSE.
« July 9. 1777,

¢ 81r, — 1 doubt not but you will readily forgive me
for takimg the liberty of requesting your assistance in
recommending an old friend to his grace the archbish(p
as goverpor of the Charterhouse. His name is De
Groot (') ; he was born at Gloucester ; T have known
him many years. He has all’ the common claims to
charity, being old, poor, and infirm to a great degree.
He has likewise another claim, to which ne scholar can
refuse attention ; he is by several descents the nephew of
Hugo Grotius ; of him from whom perhaps every man
of learning has learnt something. Let it not be said
that in any lettered country a nephew of Grotius asked
a charity and wis refused. I am, reverend Sir, &e.
“ Sam. Jon~son.”

Lrrres 285. TO TIIE REV. DR. VYSE.
« July 22. 1777

“ If any notice should be taken of the recommen-
dation which I took the liberty of sending you, it will
be necessary to know that Mr. De Groot is to be found
st No. 8. in Pye-street,, Westminster. This inform.
ation, when I wrote, I could not give you ; and being
going soon to Lichfield, shink it necessary to be left
behind me. More I will not say. You will want no
persuasion to succour the mephew of Grotius. I am,
Sir, &ec. Sam. Jouxson.”

(l)!t.ppm that Isaac de Groot was admitted into the
naomncing ki deatty A‘Tx‘;‘ﬁ“ e ront.grantion o th
im n
ansouncing oy
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Lxerss 286. DR. VYSE TO MR, BOSWELL.
¢ Lambeth, June 9. 1787.

¢ Sim, — I have searched in vain for the letter which
I spoke of, and which X wished, at your desire, to com-
municate to you. It was from Dr. Johnson, to return
me thanks for my application to Archbishop Cornwallis
in favour of poor D= Groot. He rejoices at the success
it met with, and is lavish in the praise he bestows upon
his favourite, Hugo Grotius. T am really sorry that 1
cannot find this letter, as it is worthy of the writer.
That which I send you enclosed (V) is at your serviee.
It is very short, and will not perhaps be thought of any
consequence, unless you should judge proper to consider
it as a proof of the very humane part which Dr. John-
son took in behalf of a distressed and deserving person.
I am, Sir, &ec. W, Vs (2).”

Lezrren 287. TO MR. EDWARD DILLY.
« Bolt Court, July 7. 1777.

¢ 8ir, — To the collection of English poets 1 have
recommended the volume of Dr. Watts to be added : his
name has long been held by me in veneration, and I
would not willingly be reduced to tell of him only that
he was born and died. Yet of his life I know very
little, and therefore must pass him iu 3 manner very un-

2

+ (1) The preceding letter.

2) Dr. Vyse, at my request, was so obliging as once more to

elvour toy:ee’cover t’;:eeilutter’ot' Jolmso:tgl to‘svhich he alludes,
but without success; for April 28. 1800, he wrote to me thus:
« 1 have again searched, but in vain, for one of his letters, in
which he speaks in his own nervous style of Hugo Grotins, De
Grapt was clearly a descendant of the family of Grotius, and
Arc’ Labpp Cornwallis willingly i w&h Dr, Johnson’s
request.” .. M.—These letters appear in the Gent. Mag, 1787
and 1799, duted from London enly, and séem ta have been sd-
dressed to Mr. Sharpe. —C. , ' , )

-

82
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worthy of his character, unless some of his friends will
favour me with the necessary iuformation. Many of
them must be known to you; and by your influence
perhaps 1 may obtain some instruction : my plan does
not exact much ; but 1 wish to distinguish Watts, a
man who never wrote but for a good purpose. Be
pleased to do for me what you can. 1 am, Sir, &ec.
¢ Bam. Jounson.”

Lyrrer 288. FROM MR. BOSWELL.

% Edinburgh, July 15, 1777.

“ My pEAR Sir,— The fate of poor Dr. Dodd made
+ dismal impression upon my mind. T had sagacity

wough to divine that you wrote his speech to the
recorder, before sentence was pronounced. T am glud
you have written so much for bim; and I hope to be
favoured with an exact list of the several picces when
we meet, .

* J recvived Mr. Seward as the friend of Mr. and
Mrs. Thrale, and as a gentleman recommended by DY
Johuson to my attention. I have introduced him to
Lord Kames, Lord Monboddo, and Mr. Nairne. He
1g gone to the Highlands with Dr, Gregory ; when he
returns I shall do more for him.

¢ Sir Allan- Maclean has carried that branch of his
cause, of which we had good hopes ; the president and

oue other judge only were against him. I wish the
house of lords may do as well as the court of session
Kes done. But Sir Allan has not the lands of Brolos
quite cleared by this judgment, till a long account is
made up of debts and interests on the one side, and
rents on the other. I am,however, not much afraid of
the balance. ' :

. “ Macquarry’s estates, Staffa and all, were sold yes-
terday, and bought by a Campbell. I fear he will
have litdle or nothiing left out of the purchase-money
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I send you the case against the negro, by Mr. Cullen,
son to Dr. Cullen, in opposition to Maclaurin’s for
liberty, of which you have approved. Pray read this,
and tell me what you think as a politician, as well ez a
poet, upon the subject.

“ Be s0 kind as to let me know how your time is to
be distributed next autumn. I will meet you at Man-
chester, or where you please ; but 1 wish you would
complete your tour of the cathedrals, and come to Car-
lisle, and I will accompany you a part of the way
homewards. I am ever, &c. Janps Boswernr.”

Lrerres 289. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« July 22. 1777,

“ DrAr Sm, — Your notion of the necessity of any
early interview is very pleasing to both my vanity and
tenderness. I shall, perhaps, come to Carlisle another
year; but my money has not held out so well as it
used to do. I shall go to Ashbourne, and I purpose
to make Dr. Taylor invite you. If you live awhile
with me at his house, we shall have much time to our.
selves, and our stay will be no expence to us or him.
1 shall leave London the 28th ; and, after some stay at
Oxford and Lichfield, shall probably come to Ashbourne
about the end of your session ; but of all this you shiall
have notice. Be satisfied we will meet somewherec.
-What passed between me andspoor Dr. Dodd, you shall
know more fully when we meet.

“ Of lawsuits there is no end: poor Sir Allan youst
have another trial ; for which, however, his antagonist
cannot be much blamed, having two judges on his side.
I am more afraid of the debts than of the house of
lords. It is scarcely to be imagined to what debts will
swell, that are daily increasing by small additions, and
how carelessly in a atate of desperation debts are cone.
tracted. Poor Macquarry was far from thinking thas:
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when he sold his islands he should receive nothi
For what were they sold? and what was their yea:f
value? The admission’ of money into the nghlapds
will soon put an end to the feudal modes of life, by
those men landlords who were not chiefs. I
do not know that the people will suffer by the change ;
but "there whe in the patriarchal authority something
venerable and pleasing, Every eye must look with
pain on & Campbell turning the Mucquarries at will out
of their sedes avita, their hereditary island.

¢ 8ir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal
enough not to be angry that I could not find trees where
trees were not, I was much delighted by bis kind
letter.

T remember Rasay with too much pleasure not to
partake of the happiness of any part of that amijable
family. Our ramble in the Highlands hangs upon my
imagination: I can hardly help imagining that we shall
go again. Pennant seems to have seen & great deal
which we did not see : when we travel again let us look
better about us.

“ You have done right in taking your uncle’s house.

. Some change in the form of life gives from time to
time a new epocha of existence. ln a new place there
is something new to be done, and a.different system of
thought rises in the mind. 1 wish I could gather cur-
rants in your garden. Now fit up a little study, and
have your hooks ready @t hand: do not spare = little
money, to make your habitation pleasing to yourself.

“ 1 have dined lately with poor dear Langton. I do
not think he goes on well. 'His table is rather coaret,
and he has his children too much about hlm.(‘) But

heua‘mymdm. N
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“ Mrs. Williams is in the country, u“.ry if she can
improve her health: she is very ill. Matters have
come 80 about, that she is in the country with very good
accommodation ; but age, and sickness, and pride, have
mide her so peevish, that I’ was forced to bribe the
maid to stay with her by a secret stipulation of half-a.
crovn a week over her wages.

““OQur club ended its session about six weeks ago.
We now only meet to dine once’ a fortnight. Mr.
Duniing, the great lawyer(!), is one of our members.
‘fhe Thrales are well.—1I long to know how the ne-
gro's cause will be decided. ' What i¢ the’ opinion of
Lurd Auchinteck, or Lord Hailes, or Lord Monboddo ?

“ 1 am, dear Sir, &c. Sanm. Jounson.”

Larrzn 290, TO MRS, BOSWELL.
« July 22, 1777,

* Mapam,—Though 1 am well enough pleased with
the taste of sweetmeats, very little of the pleasure which
Y received at the arrival of your jar of marmalade-arose
from eating it. I received it as & token of friendship,
as a proof of reconciliation, things much sweeter than
sweetmeats ; and upon this consideration I return you,
desr Madam, my sincerest. thanks. By having your
kindness I think 1 have a double security for the con~
tinuance of Mr. Baswell's, which it is not to be ex-
pectéd that ary man can Jong keep, when the influence
of ‘a'lady so highly and so justly valued opem\es agsinst
hiin.. Mr. Boswell' will tell youw that I was always
faithful to :your interest;; and always endeavouved ‘ to

anhi mitigions, It is agroeable h th
“ ﬂ%‘?ﬂmm,mmym ”“ to
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exalt you in Lis estimation. You must now do the
same for me. We must all help one another, and you
must now consider me as, dear Madam, your, &ec.
 8ax. Jounson.”

Lrrren 201. FROM MR. BOSWELL.
« Edinburgh, July 28, 1777

* My pear Sir,— This is the day on which you
were to leave London, and I have been amusing myself
in the intervals of my law.drudgery with figuring you
in the Oxford post-coach. 1 doubt, however, if you
have had so merry a journey as you and I had it that
vehicle last year, when you made me so much sport
with Gwyn, the architect. Incidents mpon a journey
are recollected with peculiar pleasure: they are pre-
served in brisk spirits, and come up again in our minds,
tinctured with that gaiety, or at least that animation,
with which we first perceived them.” (I added, that
something-had occurred which I was afraid might pre-
vent me from meeting him (') ; and that my wife had
been affected with complaints which threatened a con.
sumption, but was now better.)

Lrresa 292. fI‘O JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
@ Oxford, Aug. 4. 1777.

“ Dean Sir,~—Do not disturb yourself about our
interviews ; 1 hope we shall: have many: nor think it

1) % Aug. 4.1 .—?awell’lpdecthhmwtod
visgz )from :gnhﬂz:’ of Yorkshire, whom he mentions ubii:
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“ Mrs. Boswells illness makes a more ferious distress.
Does the blood rise from her lungs or from her :tomach ?
From little vessels broken in the stomach there is no dan-
ger. Blood from the lungs is, I believe, always frothy, as
mixed with wind. Your physiciang know very well
what is to be done. The loss of such & lady would, in-
deed, be very afflictive, and 1 hope she is in no danger,
Take care to keep her mind as easy as possible.

1 have left Langton in London. Hec has been
down with the militia, and is again quiet at home,
tilking to his little people, as 1 suppose you do some-
times. Make my comnpliments to Miss Veronica.(!)
The rest are too young for ceremony.

¢ J cannot but hope that you have taken your country-
house at 2 very seasonable time, and that it may conduce
to restore or establish Mrs. Boswell's health, as well as
provide room and exercise for the young ones. That
you and your lady may both be happy, and long enjoy
your happiness, is the sincere and earnest wish of, dear
Sir, your most, &e. San. Jomnson.”

TO DR. JOHNSON.

(Informing him that my wife had continued to grow
better, so that my alarming appreheunsions were relieved :
and that 1 hoped to glisengage myself from the other
cmbarrassment which had occurred, and therefore re-
questing to know particularly when he intended to be
at Ashbourne.)

Lerrxz 293, TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.

« Aug. 80. 1777.

“ Dran Si,— I sm this day come to Ashbourne,
and have only-to tell you, that Dr. Taylor says you
thell be welcome to him, and you know how welcome

(1) -This young lady, the author's eldest d'aymer', and at this

time gheut five years old, died in London, of s
four months ufter her father, dSept. 96, 1795 — M, _
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you will be td me. Make haste to let me know when
you may be expected. Make my compliments to Mrs
Boswell, and tell her I hope we shall be at variance no
more. I am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Jounson.”

Lzrrxe 29¢. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
« Ashbourne, Sept. 1. 1777,

“ Dear Sir,—On Saturday I wrote a very short
letter, immediately wpon' my arrival hither, to show you
that 1 am not less desirous of the interview than your-
self. Life admits not of delays ; when pleasure can be
had, it is fit to catch it : every hour takes away part of the
things that please us, and, perhaps, part of our dis-
position to be please. When I came to Lichfield, 1
found my old friend Harry Jackson dead.(') Itwasa
loss, amd a loss not to be repaired, as he was one of the
companions of my childhood. I hope we may long
continue to gain friends; but the friends which merit
or usefulness can procure us are not able to supply the
place of old acquaintance, with whom the days of youth
may be retraced, and those images revived which gave
the carliest delight. 1f you and I live to be much
‘older, we shall take great delight in talking over the
Hebridean Journey. In the meantime it may not be
amiss to contrive some other little adventure, but what
it can be 1 know not ; leave it, as Sidney says,

¢ 'To virtue, fortune, titae, and woman's bresst (3);

See ani?, p. 95. He inalewutnMu.
(L?emaa. Th August, 177, At B T hearg
of an old friend, and at Liché d'tbedea!hoi

wm ...W...., Y mm""*-s
.ud. mmu om.mm’m hor pmarm



JErar. 68, SIDNEY'S ARCADIA. 267

for I believe Mrs. Boswell must have fome part in the
consultation. One thing you will like. The doctor,
so far as I can judge, is likely to leave us enough to
ourselves. He was out to-day before I came down, and,
1 fancy, will stay out to dinner. I have brought the
papers about poor Dodd, to show you, but you will soon
have despatched them.

 Before I came away, I sent poor Mrs. Williams
into the country, very ill of a pituitous defluxion,
which wastes her gradually away, and which her phy-
sician declares himself unable to stop. I supplied her
ap far as could be desired with gll conveniences to make
her excursion and abode pleasant and useful. But I
am afraid she can only linger a short time in a morbid
state of weakness and pain.

“ The Thrales, little and great, are all well, and
purpose to go to Brighthelmstone at Michaelmas. They
will invite me to go with them, and, perhaps, 1 may go,
but 1 hardly think I shall like to stay the whole time ;
but of futurity we know but little.

¢ Mrs. Porter is well ; but Mrs. Aston, one of the
ladies at Stow-hill, has been struck with a palsy, from
which she is not likely ever to recover. How soon
may such a stroke fall upon us!

‘Write to me, and let us know whea we may expeet
you. I am, dear Bir, your most humble servant,

: i « Sax. Jomnson.”
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Largzs 295. FROM MR. BOSWELL.

« Edinburgh, Sept. 9. 1777,

(After informing hum that I was to sct out next day,
in order to meet him at Ashbourne: —) “ I have u
present for you from Lord Hailes; the fifth book of
¢ Lactantius,’ which he has published with Latin notes.
He is also to give you a few anecdotes for your ¢ Life
of Thomson,” who I find was private tutor to the pre-
sent Karl of Hadmgton, Lord Hailes’s cousin, a circum-
stance not mentioned by Dr. Murdoch. 1 have keen
expectations of delight from your edition of the English
Poets.

“I am sarry for poor Mrs. Williams's situation.
You will, however, have the comfort of reflecting on
your kindness to her. Mr. Jackson's death, and Mrs.
Aston’s palsy, are gloomy circumstances. Yet surely
we should be habituated to the uncertainty of life and
health. When my miund is unclouded by melancholy,
T consider the temporary distresses of this state of being
as “light afflictions,’ by stretching my mental view into
that glorious after-existence, when they will appear to
be as nothing. But present pleasures and present pains
must be felt. I lately read  Rasseles’ over again mth
satisfactjon.

< Since you are desirous to hear sbout Macquarry’s
sale, I shall inform you pagticularly. The gentleman
who purchased Ulva is Mr. Campbell of Auchnaba:
our friend Macquarry w E&roprietor of two-thirds of it,
of which the rent was 1 This parcel was
set up .at 4069L s, 1d., but it uold for no less than
86401, The other third of Ulva, with the island of

"By, Belonged to usrry of Ormaig. Its rent,
inclading ‘thet of Staffa, 83i 12s. 24d.—set up at
21781, 18s. 4o~ s0ld for no less than $540L Tha
Laird of Col wished ¢o purchage Ulvs, but he thought
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the price too high. There may, indeel, be great im.
provements made there, both in fishing and agriculture;
but the interest of the purchase-money exceeds the rent
o very much, that 1 doubt if the bargain will be pro.
fitable. There is an island called Little Colonsay, of
104, yearly rent, which 1 am forined has belonged to
the Macquarrys of Ulva for many ages, but which was
lately claimed by the Presbyterian Synod of Argyll, in
consequence of s grant made to them by Queen Anne.
1t is believed that their clain will be dismissed, and
that Little Colonsay will also be sold for the advantage of
Macquarry’s creditors. What think-you of purchasing
this island, and endowing a school or college there, the
master to be a clergyman of the church of England ?
How venerable would such an institution make the
name of DR. Samven Jomnnson in the Hebrides! 1
have, like yourself, a wonderful pleasure in recollecting
our travels in those islands. The pleasure is, 1 think,
greater than it reasonably should be, considering that
we had not much either of beauty or ¢legance to charm
our iaginations, or of rude novelty to astonish. Let
us, by all means, have another expedition. 1 shrink a
litde from our scheme of going up the Baltie, (') I1am

1) 1t appears that Johnson, now in his sixty-cighth year, was
sel('io)usly inclined to realise the project of our goi‘fgunp%he’linl.
tic, which | had started when we were in the lale of Sky; for
he thus writes to Mrs, Thrale : — .

 Ashhourne, 13th Sept. 1777. — Béswell, I holieve, is coming.  He talks
of being hera to-day : 1 aball be glad to see him : but he sh: froin the
Balticexpedition, which, 1 thiuk, is the Lest scheme in our power: what
wo shall substiruse, I know hot. e wants to see Wales; but, except the
wonds of 2 whiat Is there in !‘-le- that can fill the hunger of
IRNOTANDE, OF Que! thirst of curiosity? We me form some
scheme or other ; but, in the phrase of Huckley in the Hole, it is pity he has
nnt & etter bottom.” - .

Such m ardour of mind, and vnfour of eme:sme, is admirshle
at any age; but more particularly so at the advanced period at
which Johnson was then arrived. 1 am now that I did not
insiat on our executing that scheme.  Besides the other m '
of curiosity and observatiog, to have scen my iHustrious .
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sorry you havé».already been in Wales; for I wish to

sce it. Shall we go to Ireland, of which I have seen

but little? Wae shall try to strike out a pl=n when we

are at Ashbourne. 1 am ever your most faitl ful servant,
“ James BosweLn.”

Lerrer 296. TO JAM IS BOSWELL, ESQ.
& Ashhnurne, Sept. 11, 1777.

“ Dean Sir, — I write to be left at Carlisle, as you
direct me ; but you cannot have it, Your letter, dated
Sept. fi., was not at this place till this day, Thursday,
Sept. 11, ; and I hope you will be here before this is
at Carlisle. (!) However, what you have not going,
you may have returning ; and as I believe I shall net
love you less after our interview, it will then be as true
as it is now, that I sct a very high value upon your
friendship, and count your kindness as one of the chicf
felicities of my life. Do not fancy that an interudssivn
of writing is a decay of kindness. No man is elways
in a disposition to write ; nor has any man at all times
something to say.

¢ That distrust which intrudes so often on your mind
is a mode of melancholy, which, if it be the business of
a wise man to be happy, it is feolish to indulge ; and,
if it be a duty to preserve our faculties entire for their
proper ust it is criminal. Suspicien is very often an

received, as he prebably would have been, by & prince so emij«
nently dwung:ﬂx‘nd fm-yhic variety of talents ind Pu:qui’slﬁm as
the late King.of Sweden, and by the Emwe- Rusmia, whose

~exteaordi abil information, magmmmit , astont

the wnrld,n:vfzuld h!nﬂ::tﬂbfdod a nohle su y o

and record. This reﬁecuon 0o villun-
ary by the more sedate md my resders;

yet own Iﬁqunﬁymdulge nwuhanm
{‘l) lnohppen-d. Tbe Mmm!mwndﬁbmym
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useless pain. From that, and all odm&ains, 1 wish

you free and safe ; for I am, dear 8ir, &ec.
¢ Sam. Jounson.”

Lerrer 297.  TO MRS. ASTON.
« Ashhourne, Sept. 18. 1777,

“ Dear Mapay — As 1 left you so much disordered,
a fortnight is 2 long time to be without any account of
your health. 1 am willing to flatter myself that you
are better, though you gave me no reason to believe that
you intended to use any meams for your recovery..
Nature often performas wonders, and will, I hope, do
for you more than you seem inclined to do for yourself,

“ In this weakness of body, with which it has pleased
God to visit you, he has given you great cause of thauk-
fulness, by the total exemption of your mind from all
effects of your disonder. Your memory is not less com-
prehensive or distinet, nor your reason less vigorous and
acute, nor your imagination less active and sprightly
than in any former time of your life. This is a great
blessing, as it respects enjoyment of the present ; and a
blessing yet far greuter, as it bestows power and oppor-
tunity to prepare for the future.

¢ All sickness is a summons. But as you do not want
exhortations, I will send you only my good wishes, and
exhort you to believe the good wishes very sincere, of,
dear Madam, &ec. - Sam. Jonnson,”

‘On Sunday evening, Sept. 14, I arrived at Ash-
baurne, aud drove directly up to Dr. Taylor’s door.
Dr. Johnson and he appeared before I had got out
of the post-chaise, and welcomed me cordially.

1 told them that I had travelled all the preceding
night, and gone to bed at Leek, in Staffordshire ;
and that when I rose to go to church in the after
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noon, I was i\ formed there had heen an earthquake,
of which, it seems, the shock had beén felt in some
degree at Ashbourne. Jounsox. «Sir, it will be
much exaggerated in public talk: for, in the first
place, the common people do not accurately adapt
their thoughts to the objects; nor, secondly, do
they accurately adapt their words to their thoughts:
they do not mean to lie; but, taking no pains to be
exact, they give you very false accounts. A great
part of their language is proverbial. If any thing
racks at all, they say it rocks like a cradle; and in
this way they go on.”

The subject of grief for the loss of relations and
friends being introduced, 1. observed that it was
strange to consider how soom it in general weers
away. Dr. Taylor mentioned a gentleman of the
neighbourhood as the ouly instance he had ever
known of a person who had endeavoured to retain
grief. He told Dr. Taylor, that after his lady’s
death, which affeeted him deeply, he resolred that
the grief, which he cherished with a kind of sacred
fondncess, rhould be lasting ; but that he found he
could not keep it Jong. Jounson. « All grief for
what cannot in the course of nature be helped soon
wears away; in some sooner, indeed, in some later;
hut it never continues very long, unless where there

“#’madness, such as will make a man have, pride so
fixed in his mind as to imagine himself a king; or
any other passion in an unreasonable way: for all
unpecessary grief is.unwise, and therefore will not
b,pflong retained by a sound mind. If, indeed, the:
fqme of our gnef is oecaswned by pir own' mnaeow
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duet, if grief is mingled with remorse éf conscience,
it should be Jasting.” BosweLL. * But, Sir, we do
not approve of a man who very soon forgets the Joss
of a wife or a friend.” JoHNsoN. ¢ Sir, we disap-
vrove of him, not heecause he soon forgets his gricf,
for the sooner it is forgotten the better; but because
we suppose, that if he forgets his wife or his friend
sool, he has not had much affection for them.”

T was somew hat disappointed in finding that the
edition of the « English Poets,” for which he was to
write prefaces and lives, was not an undertaking di-
rected by him, but that he was to furnish a preface
and life to any poet the booksellers pleased. I asked
him it he would do this to any dunce’s works, if
they should ask him. Jonwnsox. “Yes, Sir; and
say he was a dunce.” My friend secmed now not
much to relish talking of this edition.

On Monday, Sept. 15. (*), Dr. Johnson ob-
served, that cvery body commended such parts of
his “ Journey to the Western Islands™ as were in
their own way. “For instance,” said he, « Mr.
Jackson (the all-knowing) told me there was more
good sense upon trade in it, than he should hear in
the House of Commons in a year, except from
Btg-ke. Jones commended the part which treats of

1) ¢ Last night came Boswell. I am glad that he is come,
and scems to be very brisk and lively, and laughs a hte
8t e, e Leitt. ‘vol. i. p. 869. — Probably his host Dr.
Taylor — between whom amd Boswell there seems to have becn
n* gyeat cordislity, and it may be suspected that Boswell doer
not tike much ‘to set Dr. Taylor's merits in the bust
light. He was Johnson's earliest and most constant friend, and
read the funeral service over him; with, however, as the by-
standers thought, too little feeling, — C, .

VOL. VI. ‘T
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language; Blirke that which describes the inhabit-
ants of mountainous countries.”

After breakfast, Johnson carricd me to see the
garden belonging to the school of Ashbourne, which
is very prettily formed upon a bank, rising gradu-
ally behind the house.  [he Rev. Mr, Lungley, the
head-master, accompanied us.

While we sat basking in the sun upon aseat here,
I introduced a common subject of complaint, the
very small salaries which many curates have ; and 1
wmaintained, that no man should be invested with the
character of a clergyman, unless he has a sceurity
for such an income as will enable him to appcar re-
spectable; that, therefore, a clergyman shoull not
be allowerd to bave a curate, unless he gives him a
hundred pounds a year; if he cannot do that, let
him perform the duty himself. Jonxson. *“To be
sure, Sir, it is wrong that any clergyman shoald be
without a reasonable income; but as the church
revenues were sadly diminished at the Reformation,
the clergy who bave livings cannot afford, in many
instances, to give good salarics to curates, without
leaving themselves too little ; and, if no curate were
to be permitted unless he had a hundred pounds a
year, their number wduld be very small, which
wounld be a disadvantage, as then there would not
be such choice in the nursery for the church, curates
being candidates for the higher ecelesiastical offices,
according to their merit and good behaviour.” He
explained the system of the English hierarchy ex-
ceedingly well. “It is not thought fit,” said he,
“to trust a man with the care of a parish till he has
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given proof as a curate that he shall ﬁeserve such a
trust.” This is an excellent thcory; and if the
practice were according to it, the ehurch of Eng.
land would be admirable indeed. However, as [
have heard Dr. Johnson observe as to the univer-
sities, had practice does not infer that the coustitu-
tiun is bad.

We had with vx at dinver several of Dr. Taylor's
neighbours, good eivil gentlomen, who seemed to
understand Dr. Johnson very well, and not to consider
him in the light that a certain person [Mr. George
Garrick] did, who being struck, or rather stunued
by his voice and manner, when he was afterwards
asked what he thought of him, afigwered, « He'’s a
tremendons companicn.”

Johnson told me, that “ Taylor was a very sca-
sible acute man, and had a strong miud: that he
had great activity in some respects, and vet such
a sort of indolence, that if you should put a pebhble
upon his ehimney-piece, you would find it there, in
the same state, a year afterwards.”

And here is a proper place to give an account of
Johnson’s humane and zealous interference in be-
half of the Reverend Dr. William Dodd, formerly
prebendary of Brecon, and chaplain® in, ordinary to
his majesty ; cclebrated as a very popular preacher,
an encourager of charitable institutions, and author
of a variety of works, chicfly theological. Having
unhappily contracted expensive habits of living,
pa:tly occasioned by licentiousness of manuers, he
in an ewl bour, when pressed by want of money,

g 2
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and dreading‘z‘ an exposure of his circumstances,
forged a bond, of which he attempted to avail him-
self to support his credit, Hattering himself with
hopes that he might be able to repay ity amount
without being detected. The person whose name
he thus rashly and criminally presumed to falsify
was the Earl of Chesterfield, to whom he had been
tutor, and who he perhaps, in the warmth of his
feclings, flattered himself would have generously
paid the money in case of an alurm being taken,
rather than suffer him to fall a victiin to the dread-
ful consequences of violating the law against for-
gery, the most dangerous crime in a commercial
country: but the unfortunate divine had the morti-
fiLation to find that he was mistaken. His noble
pupil appearcd against him, and he was capitally
convicted.

Johnson told me that Dr. Dodd was very little
acquainted with him, having been but once (1) in
his company,. many yecars previous to this period
(which was preciscly the state of my own acquaint-
ance with Dodd); but in his distress he be-
thought himself of Johnson’s persuasive power of
writing, if haply it might avail to obtain for him the
royal merey. ‘He did not apply to him directly,
but, extraordinary as it may seem, through the late
Countess of Harrington (%), who wrote a letter to
Johnson, asking him to employ his pen in favour of

" éifylﬂee Dr. Dodd’s account of this meeting, post, April 13.
sin]

. X%y Carpline, eldest daughter of Charles Fitzroy, Duke of
K H. n, and wife of Willi the second Earl of ﬂuﬂngwn.
W
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Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, who #évas Johnson's
landlord and next ncighbour in Bolt-court, and for-
whom he had much kindness, was one of Dodd’s
friends, of whom, to the credit of humanity be it
recorded, that he had many who did not desert him,
even after his infringement of the law had reduced
him to the sture of a man under sentence of death,
Mr. Alien toid me that he carried Lady Harring-
tou’s lctter to Johnson ; that Johnson read it, walk-
ing up and down Lis chamber, and secmed much
agitated, after which he said, “ I will dowhat I ean ;"
and certainly he did make extraoerdinary exertions.

He this «¢vening, as he had obligingly promised
in one of his Jetters, put into my hands the whole
series of his writings upon this melancholy occasion,
and I shall present my readers with the abstract
which I made from the collection ; in doing which
I studied to avoid copying what had appeared
in print, and now make part of the edition of
« Johnson's Works ” published by the booksellers
of London, but taking care to mark Johnson’s
variations in some of the pieces therc exhibited.

Dr. Johnson wrote, in the first place, Dr. Dodd’s
¢ Speech to: the Recorder of London,” at the Old
Bailey, when sentence of death was about to be
pronounced upon him.

He wrote also ¢ The Conviet’s Address to his un-
happy Brethren,” a sermon delivered by Dr. Dodd
ir the chapel of Newgate. According to Johnson's
manuseript, it began thus after the text, Wlaeuhdl
I do to be sayed P (*)

- (1) What must I do to pe saved ? = Acti, ¢. 17 v.w.-»c
" T3



278 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1597

““ These wen the words with which the keeper, to
whose custody Paul and Silas were committed by their
prosecutors, addressed his prisoners, when he saw them
freed from their bonds by the perceptible agency of
divine favour, and was, therefore, irresistibly convinced
that they were not offenders against the laws, but
martyrs to the truth.” ‘

Dr. Johnson was so good as to mark for me with
his own hand, on a copy of this sermon which is now
in my possession, such passages as were added by
Dr. Dodd. They are not many : whoever will take
the trouble to look at the printed copy, aud attend
to what I mention, will be satisfied of this.

There is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and
he also inserted this sentence : “You sce with what
confusion and dishonour I now stand before you;
no more in the pulpit of instruction, but on this
humble scat with yourselves.” The mnofes are
entirely Dodd’s own, and Johnson’s wtiting ends at
the words, “the thicf whom he pardoned on the
cross.” What follows was supplied by Dr. Dodd
himself.

The other pieces mentioned by Johnson in the
above mentioned collection are twe kg’ters; one to
the Lord Chancellor Bathurst (not.Lord North, as
is erroneously supposed), and one to Lord Mans- -
field. A petition from Dr. Dodd to the King. A
petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen. Observa-
tions of some length inserted in the newpapers, on
occasion of Earl Percy’s having presented to his
majesty a petition for mercy to Dodd; signed by
twenty thousand people, but all in vain, He told
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mie that he had also written a petition for the ecity
of London; “but (said he, with a significant smile)
they mended it.” (1)

The last of these articles which Johnson wrote 1s
“Dr. Dodd's last solemn Declaration,” which he left
with the sheriff at the plhce of execution. Here
also my friend marked the variations on a copy of
that piece now in my possession. Dodd inserted,
“1 never kuew or attended to the calls of frugality,
or the needful minatenes of painful economy ;” and
in the next sentence he introduced the words which
I distinguished by italies : « my life for some few wn-
kappy years past has been dreadfully erroncous.”
Johnson's expression was ZAypocritical : but his re-
mark on the margin is, “ With this he said he could
not charge himselt.”

(1) Having unexpectedly, by the favour of Mr. Stone, of
London Field, Hackney, seen the oniginal in Johnson’s hand-
writing of “ The Peution of the City of London to his Majesty,
in favour of Dr. Dodd,” 1 now present it to my readers, with
such passages as were omitted enclosed in crotchets, and the ad-
ditions or variations marked in italics: =

# That William Dodd, Dector of Laws, now lying under sentence of
death 1 your s paol of Newgatc for the crirau of forgery, has for a
great part of his {ifc eet a useful and laudable example of a:ligence in his
caliing fand, as we have reason to believe, has exercised his miuistry with
grost and efficacy], whick, in many instances, kas produced the

sotont b e
“ﬂ;’i%ﬂ:m the first institutdr [or] and a #ery earnest and active

promoter of several modes of usetul chanty, and [that], therefore [hel
-amny be ednsidered as having been on mnyqoimmx[x:o a !?\EnMr to[hsu:

" % [That when they consider his past life, they are willing to suppose his
late l;mmtn have been, notthe coﬁnequenéu of habitual depravity, but the
L of gome sudden and violent temptation.]

ut] your , therefore, consdering his case as, in some of
its “Siroumstances, d: d har, and

g an wyr

's knowon clemency, [they] most humbly recommend tho -?5 ik

RE-T to (his] yowr mujesty’s most gracious consideration, in hopes

:"gath:lwﬂlbe'r.nung'not or [uniit] ssworthy to stand an example
roy Y e

It does seem that these few alterstions were amendments, — C.
e
T 4
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Having thés authentically settlea what part of
the “QOccasional Papers,” concerning Dr. Dodd's
miserahle situation came from the pen of Johnson,
1 shall proceed to present my readers with my re-
cord of the unpublished writings relating to that
extraordinary and interebting matter.

I found a letter to Dr. Johnson from Dr, Dodd,
May 28., 1777, in which ¢ The Convict’s Address ™
secms clearly to be meant: —

Lrrrer 298. DR, DODD TO DR. JOHNSON.

“1 am so penetrated, my ever dear Sir, with a
sense of your extreme benevolence towards me, that I
cannot find words equal to the sentiments of my heart.

“ You are too conversant in the world to need the
slightest hint from me of what infinite utility the
speech (1) on the awful day has been to me. 1 expe-
rience, every hour, some good effect from it. 1 am
sure that effects still more salutary and important must
follow from your Aind and intended favour. 1 will
labour — God being my belper — to do justice to it
from the pulpit. I am sure, had I your sentiments
constantly to deliver from thence, in all their mighty
force and power, not a soul could be left nnconvmued
and unpersuaded.

* May God Almighty bless and reward, with his.
choicest comforts, your philanthropic utiom, and
enable me at all times to express what I feel of the
high .and  uncommon ohhgtnona whieh I owe to the
Sirst man in our umen'

.On S_gndsy, June 22-, he writes, bagg"ngDrJ ohn}
1) mwnwomn.pqmmmnq.
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son's assistance m framing a supplicatory letter to
his majesty :

““If his majesty could be moved of his royal cle
mency to spare me and my family the horrors aud
ignominy of a public death, which the public itself is
solicitous to wave, and togrant me in some silent
distant corner of the globe o pass the remainder of my
days in penitence and prayer, 1 would bless his clemency
and be humbled.”

This Iciter was brought to Dr. Johnson when in
chureh. lle stooped down and read it (!), and
wrote, when he went home, the following letter for
Dr. Dodd to the hing : —

¢ Sir, — May it not offend your majesty, that the
most miserable of wen applies himself to your clemency,
as his last hope and his last refuge ; that your mercy
is most earnestly andl humbly implorcd by a clergyman,
whom your laws and judges have condemned to the
horror and ignuminy of a public execution.

“ ] confess the crime, and own the enormity of its
consequences, and the danger of its example. Nor
have I the confidence to petition for impunity; but
humbly hope, that public security may be established,
without the spectacle of a clergyman dragged through
the streets, to a death of infymy, amidst the derision of
the profligute and profane; and that justice rnay be
;ﬁsﬂed with irrevocable exile, perpetual disgrace, gnd

s penury.

l‘)‘el;;y m lg'ir, has not been useless to mankind, I
have benefited many. But my offences against God
are numberless, and I have had little time for repent~

1 w od a thie devigtion from
PR ik sk i
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ance. Preservh me, Sir, by your prerogative of mercy.
from the necessity of appearing unprepared at that
tribunal, before which kings and subjects must stand at
last together. Permit me to hide my guilt in some
obscure corner of a foreign country, where, if I can
ever aitain confidence to hope that my prayers will be
heard, they shall be poufed with all the fervour of
gratitude, for the life and happiness of your majesty.—
“ I am, Sir, your majesty's, &ec,”

Lerrzr 299, DR. JOHNSON TO DR. DODD.

““ Srr, — I most serjously enjoin you not to let it Le
at all known that I have written this letter, and to re-
turn the copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. 1 hope I
need not tell you, that 1 wish it success, But do nut
indulge hope. Tell nobody.”

It happened luckily that Mr. Allen was pitched
on to assist in this melancholy office, for he was a
great friend of Mr. Akerman, the keeper of New-
gate. Dr. Johnson never went to see Dr. Dodd.
He'said to me, “It would have dome Aim more
harm than good to Dodd, who once expressed a
desire to see him, but not earnestly.” :

Dr. Johnson*on the 2Gth of June, wrote the Sal-
lowing letter : =

Lzrrez 300, TO THE RIGHT HON. CKARLES
JENKINSON.

“Sm,--Smee conviction and condemnation of
Dr, Dodd, T have hadl, by the intervention of & friend,
gomeinmu;ue with him, and T am sure 1 shall lose



‘
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nothing in your opinion by tenderness #nd commiser.
ation. Whatever be the crime, it is not easy to have
any knowledge of the delinquent, withont a wish that
his life may be spared ; at least when no life has been
taken away by him. I will, therefore, take the liberty
of suggesting some reasons for which I wish this un-
happy being to escape the hitmost rigour of his sen-
tence.

* He is. so far as [ can recollect, the first clergyman
of our church who has suffered public execution for im-
morality ; and 1 know not whether it woul:t not bt more
for the interestsof religion to bury such an offender in the
dbscurity of perpetual exile, than to expose him in
a cart, and on the gallows, to all who for any reason
are enemies to the clergy.

 The sapreme power has, in all ages, paid some at-
tention to the voice of the people ; and that voice does
not least deserve to be heard when it calls out for mercy.
There is now a very general desire that Dodd’s life
should be spared. More is not wished ; and, perhaps,
this is not too much to be granted.

“If you, Sir, have any opportunity of enforcing
these reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy of
consideration : but whatever you determine, I most re-
spectfully entreat that you will be pleased to pardon for
this intrusion, Sir, your most obedient and most humble
servant, Sam, Jomwson.”

It has been confidently efrculated,s with invidioys
remarks, that to this letter no attention whatever
was paid by Mr. Jenkinson (aftcrwards Earl of Liver~
pool), and that he did not even deign to show the
~owmon civility of owning the recerpt of it. I could-
nut but wonder at sueh conduct in the noble lord,.
whese own character and just devation in life, I
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thought, must have impressed nim with all due re-
gard for great abilitics and attainments. As the
story had been much talked of, and apparentlv from
good authority, I could not but have animadverted
upon it in this work, had it been as was alleged ;
but from my earnest love of truth, and having found
reason to thick that there might be a mistake, 1
presumed to write to his lordship, requesting an
explanation ; and it is with the sincerest pleasure
that I am enabled to assure the world that there 1s
no foundation for it, the fact being, that owing to
some neglect or accident, Johnson's letter never
came to Lord Liverpool's hands. I should have
thought it strange indeed, if that noble lord had
undervalued my illustrious friend (1); but instead
of this being the case, his lordship, in the very polite
answer with which he was pleased immediately to
honour me, thus expresses Limself: ¢ I have always
respected the memory of Dr. Johuson, and admire
his writings; and I frequently read many parts of
them with pleasure and great improvement.”

All applications for the royal mercy having failed,
Dr. Dodd prepared himself for death; and, with a
warmth of gratitude, wrote to Dr. Johnson as fol-
lows:— :

(1) It would not be surprising if it had been s treated, Mr,
Jenkinson was at this time Secretary ut War, and was obnoxious
to, populsr odium from an unfounded jmputaticn of the
channetl of a secret influence over the king. To
fore, his influence with the liuﬁonamatternwhollyfardgn
te his duties and station, was a kind of verification of the slan-
der, at which Lord Liverpool might have feit offended, — C.
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Lerrer 301, FROM DR. DODD.

% June 25. midnight.

‘ Accept, thou great and good heart, my earnest and
fervent thanks and praycrs for all thy benevolent and
kind efforts in my bebalf. — Oh! Dr. Johnson! as 1
sought your knowledge at anearly hour in life; would
to Heaven 1 had cultivated the love and acquaintance
of so exccllent 2 man! — I pray God most sincerely to
bless you with the bighest transports — the infelt satis-
faction of hAumane and benevolent exertions ! — And ad-
mitted, as I trust I shall be, to the realms of bliss before
you, I shall hail your arrival there with transports, and
rejoice to acknowledge that you was my comforter, my
advotate, and my friend! God be ever with you !”

Dr. Johnson lastly wrote to Dr. Dodd this solemn
and soothing letter; —

Lrzrrzx 3022 TO THE REV. DR. DODD.
“ June 26; 1777.

“ Dean Sir, — That which is appointed to all men
is now coming upon you. Outward circumstances, the
eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the notice of
an immortal being about to stand the trial for eternity,
before the Supreme Judgesof heaven and earth. Be
comforted : your crime, morally or religiously con-
sidered, has no very deep dye of turpitude. It cor-
rupted no man’s principles; it attacked no man's life.
It involved only a temporary and reparable injury, Of
this, and. of all other sins, you are earnestly to repent ;
and may God, who knoweth our frailty, and desireth
not our death, accept your repentance, for the sake of
his son Jesus Christ, our Lord !

. In requital of those well-intended offices which you
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are pleased sov:mphatically to acknowledge, let me beg
that you make in your devotions one petition for my
eternal welfare. I am, dear Sir, your most affectionate
servant, San. Jounson,”

Under the copy of this letter I found written, in
Johnson's own hand, “ Nextday, June 27., he was

executed.” (1)

To conclude this interesting e¢pisode with an
useful application, let us now attend to the re-
flections of Johnson at the end of the ¢ Oecasional
Papers,” concerning the unfortunate Dr. Dodd. (2)

“ Such were the last thoughts of a man whomn we
have seen exulting in popularity and sunk in shame.
For his reputation, which no man can give to himeelf,
those who conferred it are to answer. Of his publie
winistry the means of judging were sufficiently attain-
able. e must be allowed to preach well, whose ser-
mons strike his audience with forcible conviction. Of

(1) That Dr, Johnson should have desired one prayer from
Dr, Dodd, who was himself such an atrocious offender, has been
very much condemned; but we ought to consider, that Dr.
Johneon might, perhaps, have had suflicient reason fo believe
Dodd to be a sincere perutent, which, indeed, was the cane;
.and, besides, his mind was 50 softened with pity and compassion
for him, so impressed with the auwful idea of his situation, the
ilgwt evening of his life, t:lluat blr: probabh ty di: n;: thin'l: his

ormer teansgressions, or t, perhaps, that he ought not to
remember them, whan the o%tﬁder Was S0 500D 10 & lg:u' before
the Supreme Judge of heaven and carth. Dr. Johnson told
mue that 1)odd, on reading this letter, gave it into the hands of
his wife, with a streng injunetion never to part with it} that be
had slept during the night, and when he awoke in the morning,
he did not immediately recollect that he was o suffer, and when
he did, he expressed the utmost horror and agony of mind =
<ly vehement in his speech and in his looks~— till he
went mto the chapel, and on his coming out of it his face expressed
the most anjelic peace and composure. — Rexporns's

(2) See Dr, Johnson's final opinion concerning Dr. Dodd,

sub April 18. 1783, — M. «
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his life, thoee who thought it consAtent with his
doctrine did not originally form false notions,. He was
at first what he endeavoured to make others ; but the
world broke down his resolution, and he in time ceased
to exemplify his own instructions.

“ Let those who are temped to his faults tremble at
his punishment ; and those whom he impressed from
the pulpit with religious seutiments endeavour to confirm
them, by cousidering the regret and self-abhorrence
with which he reviewed in prison his deviations from
rectitude.” {1)

(1) Johnson was deeply concerned at the failure of the peti-
tions in behall’ of Dr. Dodd; and asked me at the time, if the
request contamned 1 them was not such an one as ought (o have
been granted t the prayer of twenty-threb thousan subjects :
to which 1 answerci, that the subscription of popular petitions
was a thing of conrse, and that, therefore, the difference between
twenty and twenty thousand nanies was incousidurable, He
further censured the clergy very severely, for not interposing
in his behalf, and said, * that their inactivity arose from a paltry
fear of being reproachued with partiality towards one of their own
order.” Bul although be assisted m the solicitations for pardon,
{et, in hix private judgmeat, he thnu;,;ht Dodd unworthy of it ;

aving been known 1o saY, that had he been the adwiser of the
king, he should have told him, that, in pardoning Dodd, his
justice, in consigtﬁng the Perreaus to their sentence would have
{;een called i question,— ITawgixs,

Dr. Dodd was born May 9. 1729, and died June 21. 1777, in
the forty-ninth year of his age. He married a Miss Perkins
from Durham. Lefi in sorrow, poverty, and disgrace, reasen
forsaok her, and she died a wretched maniac at 1ford, in Essex,
July 14. 1784, — Nosis.]
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CHAPTER IX.

3777 .

My, Fiteherbert. — Hamilton of Bangour. — Bleeding.
— Hume. — Feur of Death. — Duties of a Biogra-
pher. — Stuart Family, — Birth-days. — Warton's
Poems. — Keddlestone, — Derby. — Shaving, — Ni-
chols’s “ De Animé Mediod.”— Dr. Dodd.— Blair,—
Goldsmith.—Monboeddo's « Air-bath.”"— Euarly.rising.
— Sleep, — Water-drinking. — Rutty's ¢ Spiritual
Diary.” — Autebiographers.— Imitators of Johnsen's
Style. — Biographia Britannica. ~ Melancholy and
Madness. — London Life. — Profession of the Law.
— Employment.— Dr. Taylor's < Sermons.” — 4otors.

Jonxson gave us this evening, in his happy dis-
criminative manner, a portrait of the late Mr. Fitz-
herbert (1) of Derbyshire. ¢ There was,” said he,
% no sparkle, no brilliancy in Fitzherbert; but 1
never knew a man who was so generally acceptable.
He made every body quite easy, overpowered no-
body by the superiority of his talents, made no man
think worse of himself by being his rival, seemed
always to listen, did noi oblige you to hear much
from him, and did not oppose what you said. Every
body liked him; bat he had no friends, as 1 un-
derstand the word, nobody with whom he exchanged
intimate ‘thoughts. People were willing to think
well of every thing about him. A gentleman was
making an affecting rant, as many people do, of

(1) See anid, Vol 1. p. 85, aud Vol IV, p. 270.=C. -,
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‘great feelings about ¢ his dear son,, who was at
school near London ; how anxious he was lest he
might be ill, and what he would give to see him.
¢Can't y 1, said Fitzherbert, ‘take a postchaise
and go to him?’ This, to be sure, finished the
affected man, but there was%ot much init.(*) How-
over, this was circulated as wit for a whole winter,
and I believe part of a summer too; a proof that
he was no very witty man. He was -an instance of
the truth of the observation, that 2 man will please
raore upon the whole by negative gualities than by
positive ; by never offending, than by giving a great
deal of delight. In the first place, men hate more
steadily than they love; and if' T have said some-
thing to hurt a man once, I shall not get the better
of this by saying many things to please im.”

Tuesday, September 16., Dr. Johnson baving
wentioned to me the extraordinary size and price of
some cattle reared by Dr. Taylor, I rode out with
our hest, surveyed his farm, and was shown one cow
which he hud sold for & hundred and twenty guineas,

and another for which he had been offered a
-hundred and thirty. Taylor thus described to me

1) Dr. Gishorne, physician % his llajeﬂ'a'houéehﬁld.\z has
thig)ingly communicated to me a fuller aceount of this story
&;l Mgoh Dr., Johmo.g.’q The lh:ft“ mdf an.‘Was

Gitbert y . suthor of & Lafe
o some % collection, Mr: Fitx
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his old sehoglfellow and friend, Johnton: « He is
a man of a very clear head, great power of words,
and a very gay imagination ; but there is no dis-
puting with him. He will not hear you, and, having
a louder voice than you, must roar you down.”

In the afternoon I glied to get Dr. Johnson to
like the Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour (1),
which I had brought with me: I had been much
pleased with them at a very carly age: the im.
pression still remained on my mind; it was cou-
firmed by the opinion of my friend the Hon.
Andrew Erskine, himself both a good puet and a
good critic, who thought Hamilton as true a poct as
ever wrote, and that his not having fuine was un-
aceountable, Johnson, upon repeated occusions,

_while 1 was at Ashbourne, talked slightingly of
Humilton, He said thers was no puwer of thinking
in his verses, nothing that strikes ene, nothing hetter
than what you generally find in magazines ; and that
the highest praise they deserved was, that they were
very well for a gentleman to band about among his
friends. He said the imitation of Ne sit ancille tibi
amor, &e. was too solemn : he read part of it at the

_hegiuning. He read the beautiful pathetic song,
“ Ah, the pooy shepheri’s mournful fate,” and did
not seem to give attention to what I had been nsed
to think tender elegant strains, but laughed at the
rhyme, in Scoteh pronunciation, wishes and liushes,
rending wushes ~— and there he stopped. He owned
that the epitaph on Lord Newhall was pretty well

(1) Sec anid, Vol (V. p, 85 = C.
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done, He read the ¢ Imscription,in a Summe--
house,” and a little of the Imitations of Horace's
Epistles ; but said he found nothing to make him
desirc ¥ rcad on. When I urged that there were
some good poetical passages in the book, « Where,”
said he, “ will you find sodargea collection without
some?” T thought the deseription of Winter might
obtain his approbation :
4 See Winter, from the frosen north,
Drives has 1ron chaniot forth !

His grisly haud m a0y chames
Faur Taeeda's silver lood constrang,” Ac,

He asked why an “ éron chariot?™ and said *icy
chains” was an old image. I was struck with the
uncertainty of taste, aud somewhat sorry that a
poet whom I had long read with fondness was not
approved by Dr. Johnson. [ comfortcd myself with
thinking that the beauties were too delicate for his
robust perceptions. Garrick maiutained that he had
not a taste for the finest productions of genias : but
1 was sensible, that when he took the trouble to
analyse critically, he generally cogvinced us that he
was right.

In the evening the Rev. Mr. Seward, of Lichfield,
who was passing through Ashbaurne in his way
home, drank tea with ys. Johnson described him
thus: “ 8ir, his ambition is to be a fine talker; so
he goes to Buxton and such places, where he may
8nd companies to listen to him. And, Sir, he is a
valetudinarian, one of those who are always mend-
ing themselves. I do not know.a more disagreeable
character than a valegudinaxim, who thinks he may

LA
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do any thing that is for his ease [see p. 115.] and
indulges Limself in the grossest freedums: Sir, he
brings himself to the state of a hog in a sty.”

Dr. Taylor's nose happening to bleed, he said it
was becauve he had omitted to have himself blooded
four days after a quartgr of a year's interval. Dr.
Johnson, who was a great dabbler in physie, dis-
approved much of periodical bleeding. ¢ Yor,”
said he, ¢ you accustom yourself to an evacuation
which nature cannot perform of herselt, and thcre-
fore she cannot help you, should you fromn forget-
fulness or any other cause omit it; so you may
be suddenly suffocated. You may accustom your-
self to other periodical evacuations, because, should
you umit them, vature can supply the omission ;
but pature cannot open 4 vein to blood you.” (1)
*1 do not like w take an emetie,” said Taylor,
“for fear of breakiug some small vessels,” “Poh!”
said Johnson, 1 you have so many things that
will break, you had better break your neck at once,
aud there's an end on't. You will break no small
vessels” (blowing with ligh derision).

I mentioned to Dr. Johnson, that David Hume's
persisting in his infidelity when be was dying
shocked me mpch. JquNson. “ Why should it
shock you, 8ir? Hume owned he had neser read
the New Testament with attention. Here then was
a man who had been at no pains to inquire into the
truth of religion, and had continually turned his
wind the other way. It was not 4o be ewperted

1) Nnture; kowever, A
() “’..;. '.'.mymppythemmn
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that the prospeet of death would alter his way ot
thinking, unless God ehould send an angel to set
Lim right.” I said I had reason to believe that the
thought of annihilation gave Hume no pain. Jonun-
son. ¢ It was not so, Sir. He had a vanity in
being thought casy. It N more probable that he
should assume an appeatance of ease, than that so
very 1mpmba.hle a thing should be, as a man not
afrad of going (as, 1n spite of bis dolusive theory,
he cannot be sure but he may go) into an unhnown
state, and not being uncasy at leaving all e knew
And you are to consider. that wpon his own prin-
eiple of anmhilation he had no motive o speak the
truth.” Thc horror of death, which 1 had always
observed in Dr. Johoson, appeared strong to-night.
I ventured to tll him, that T had been. for moments
in my life, not afrmd of death; therefore I could
suppos¢ another man in that state of mind for a
considerable space’ of time. He said, “ he never
had a moment in which death was not terrible to
him.” Ie added, that it had been observed, that
scarce any man dies in public but with apparent
resolation ; from that desire of praise which never
quits ug. I said, Dr. Dodd scemed to be willing to
die, and full of hopes of Mappinesss “ Sir,” said he,
“ Dr. Dodd would have given both his hands and
hotb his legs to have lived. The better 2 man is,
thnnowuﬁnnﬂhbeofdeoth. having a clearer
i wof infinite purity.,” e owned, that our being
in an uvheppy uncertuinty as to our salvation was
mysterious; and paid, « Ah! we must wait till we
are in msother state of being to have wmnny things
vs
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explained to .." Even the powerful mind of
Johnson seemed foiled by futurity. Bat I thought,
that the gloom of uncertainty in solemn religious
speculation, being mingled with hope, was yet more
consolatory than the emptiness of infidelty. A
man can hve m thick alr, but perishes in an ex-
hausted receiver.

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with a remark
which I wld him was made to me by General Paoli :
“ That it is impossible not to be afraid of Weath;
and that those who at the time of dying are not
afraid, are not thinking of death, but of applause,
or something else, which keeps death out of their
sight : so that all men are equally afraid of desth
when they see it ; only some have a power of turn-
ng theis sight away from it hetter than others.”

On Wednesday, September 17., Dr. Butter, phy-
sician at Derby, drank tea with ns; and it was set-
tled that Dr. Johnson and I should go on Friduy
and dine with him. Johnson said, “I am glad of
this.” He scemed weary of the uniformity of life
at Dr. Taylor's.

Talking of biography, I said, in writing a life, &
man's peculiaritics should be mentioned, because '
they mark his chdvacter. Jomwsow. ¢ Sir, there is
no doubt as to peculiarities: the question is, whe-
ther a man’s vices should be mentioned; for ih-
stance, whether it should be mentioned that Addison

‘il Parell drank 00 freely; for people will pro
bably thore easily indulge in drinking from knowing
this; so that more ill may be done by the example,
than good by telling the whole truth.” Here was
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an instance of his varying from himse}f in talk; for
when Lord Hailes and he sat one morning calmly
conversing in my house at Edinburgh, I well re-
member that Dr. Johnson maintained, that « if a
man is to write a Panegyrsc, he may keep vices out
of sight; but if he profespes to write a Life, he
must represent it really as it was:” and when I
shjected to the danger of telling that Parnell drank
w0 encess, he said, that, “ it would produce an iu-
structive caution to avoid drinking, when it was
seen that even the leurning and genius of Parnell
could be debased by it.” And in the Hebrides he
maintained, as appears from the  Journal,” that a
man’s intimate friend should mention bis faults if
he writes his life. (})

He had this evening, parily, I suppose, from the
spirit of contradiction to his Whig friend, a violent
argument with Dr. Taylor, as to the inclinations of
the people of England at this time towards the Royal
Family of Stuart. He grew so outrageous as to say,
“that if England were fairly polled, the present king
would be sent away to-night, and his adherents
banged to-morrow.” Taylor, who was as violent a
Whig as Johnson was a Tory, was roused by this to a
pitch of bellowing. He denied loudly what Johnsop
said ; and maintained that there was an abhorvence
against the Stuart family, though he admitted that
thepebgle were not much attached to the present
king. (*) Jomxsow. «Sir, the state of the cpuntry

(1) Bemamat, Val, 1 7. p. a0,

2) Dr.
s e LT oy, o, e

U4
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is this : the paople, knowing it to be agreed on all
bands that this king has not the hereditary rignt to
the crown, and there beiug no hope that he who has
it can be restored, have grown ecold and indifferent
upou the suljeet of loyalty, and bave no warm at-
wachment to any king. Ahey wonld not, therefore,
nisk any thing to restore the esiled family. They
would not give twenty shillings apiece to bring
about. But if a mere vote could do it, there would
be twenty to one; at least there would be a very
great majority of voices for it. For, Sir, vou are to
cousider, that all those who think a king has a right
1o his crown as a man has to Lis estate, which is the
just opinion, would be for restoring the king, who
certanly has the hereditary right, could he be trusted
with it; in which there would be no danger now,
when laws and every thing else are so much ad-
vanced : and every hing will govern by the laws
And you must also consider, Sir, that there is nothung
on the other side to oppose to this: for it is not
alleged by any one that the present family has any
inherent right: so that the Whigs could not have a
contest between two righta.”

Dr. Taylor admitted, that if the question as %0 he-
reditary right were to be tsed by a poll of the people
of England, to be sure the sbstract doctrine would
be given in favour of the family of Stuart; but he
aa.id, the conduct of that family, which occasioned

s ":‘:‘ﬂ be nm’ﬁu m."':"r [
-nm' cfhm “""'""'"" warmest
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their expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the
people, that they would not vote fof a restoration.
Dr. Johoson, 1 think, was contented with the ad-
mission as to the hereditary right, leaving the original
point in dispute, viz. what the people upon the whole
would do, taking in right apd affection ; for he said,
people were afraid of a ehange, even though they
think it right. Dr. Taylor said something of the
slight fonndation of the hereditary right of the house
of Stuart. © Sir,” said Johnson, “1the house of
Stugrt succceded 1o the full right of both the houses
of York and Lancaster, whose ¢common source had
the undisputed right. A right to a throne is like a
right to any thing else, Possession is sufficient,
where no better right can be shown. This was the
case with the Royal Family of England, as it is now
with the King of Irance: for as to the first begin-
ning of the right we are in the dark.”

Thursday, Sept. 18. — Last night Dr. Jobnson
had proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier,
im Dr. Tuylor's large room, should be lighted up
some time or other. Taylor said it should be lighted
up next might. ¢ That will do very well,” said I,
¥ for it is Dr. Johnson's birthday.” When we were
in the Isle of 8ky, Johnsop had depired me not to
meption his birthday. Hu did not seem pleased a¥
this time that 1 mentioned it, and seid (somewhas
sternly ), “he would mo¢ have the lustre Hghted the
sext day,” '

Some ladies, who had been present yesterday when
1 megtioned his birthday, came to dinner to-day,
and plegued him unintentionally, by wishing him
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joy. I know not why he disliked having his birth-
day mentioncd] unless it were that it reminded him
of his approaching nearer to death, of which he had
& constant dread. (1)

1 mentioned to him a friend of mine who was for-
merly gloomy from low gpirits, and much distressed
by the fear of death, hut was now uniformly placid,
and contemplated his dissolution without any per-
turbation. “ Sir,” said Johnson, * this is only a dis-
ordered imagination taking a different turv.”

We talked of a collection being made of all the
English poets who had published a volume of poems.
Johnson told me, «that a Mr. Coxcter (¥), whom he
knew, had gone the greatest length towards this;
having collocted, T think, about five hundred volumes
of poets whose works were little known ; but that
upon his death Tom Osborne bought them, and they
were dispersed which he thought a pity, as it was

(1) Hus letter of this date to Mre. Thrale confirms this con-
Jjecture. —  A<hbourne, 18, 1777.~=1lere 15 another arth-
day. They comevery fast, [ am now mxty-eight. To lament the

1» vain ; what remains i< to ook for m futunty, —
€ll 13 with us in good humour, and plays Ins part with his
wsual vivacity. 'We are fo go in the doctor’s vehicle and dine at
Derby to-morrow.— Do you know any thing of Bolt Court?

i S e S e e

(3) Bos or), Vol. TL. p. 205 == C.
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curious to see any series complete; gnd in every
volume of poems something good may be found.”

He observed, that a gentleman of eminence in L~
terature had got into a bad style of poetry of late.
« He puts,” said he, “avery common thing in a
strange dress, till he does no¢ know it himself, and
thinks other people do not know it.” BosweLL.
« That is owing to his being so much versant in old
English poctry.” JouxsoN. % What is that to the
purpose, Sir? If I say a man is drunk, and you
.tell me it is owing tv his taking much drink, the
matter is not mended. No, 8Sir, -——— (1) has
taken to an odd mode. For example, he'd write
thus: '

¢ Hermit hoar, in solemn cell,
Wearing out life’s evening gray.'

Gray evening is common encugh ; but evening gray
he’d think fine.— Stay ; — we Il make out the stanza:

« Hermit hoar, in‘sclemn cell,

Wearing out life's evening grdy:

. What is biiss? and which she wey?*" _
BosweLL. “But why smite his bosom, Sir #” Josty. ,
soN. “Why to show he whs in earfest* (smiling).
He at an after period atlded the following stanza’;—

(1 Diabes s hoent genérally dapposed b0 huve ieew Dir, Porcy, |
but 4 'w t8 me: E WS
::‘mwﬁarwm dogrl wme g ou
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% Thus | spoke; and spesking sigh'd 3
— repress’d the sturting tear ; w
. When the smiling sage replied —

o "« Come, my lad, and drink soroe beer.” (1)

I cannot help thinking the first' stanza very good
solemn poetry, as also the first three lines of the
second. Its last line?is an excellent burlesque
surprise on gloomy sentimental inquiries. Aund,
perhaps, the advice is as good as can be given to
a low-spirited dissatisfied being : —“ Don’t trouble
your head with sickly thinking : take a cup and
be merry.”

Friday, September 19, after breakfast, Dr. Johnson
and I set out in Dr. Taylor's'chaise to go to Derby.
The day was fine, and we resolved to go by Keddle-
stone, the seat of Lord Scarsdale, that I might see
his lordship’s fine house. I was struck with the mag-
pificence of the building ; and the extensive park,
with the finest verdure, covered with deer, and cattle,
and sheep, delighted me. The number of old oaks,
of an immense size, filled me with a sort of respeotful

(1) As md’mymdmnaybegnﬂﬁed byrudlugthe
of this little from my
B s Ao comporitiote wmﬁ'e"u’::mmam
the Mitre. tyvern, May 9. 1778, he. spid, ¢ Where 19 bliss,’ would
be better. He then added s ludicrous staniza, but wouid net re-

et ity Jest 1 shonld tuke it dotm. It was somewhat te follows;
the Tast ligie X am sure I remy - .
’ ‘While Lthws ‘ «m.m - "

wm.,;......a..m:- R
&, Sameness MW!!\&B
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admiration ; for one of them sixty pounds wus pffered
The excellent smooth gravel roads ; the large piede

" of water formed by his lordship from some small
brooks, with a handsome barge upon it ; the vene-
rable Gothic church, now the family chapel, just
by the house ; in short, thegrand group of objects
agitated and distended 1ny mind in a most agreeuble
manuer. * One sghould think,” said I, *that the
pioprietor of all this must be happy.” « Nay, Sir,”

. said Johnson, *“all this excludes but one evil—
poverty " (1)

Our naes were sent up, and a well-drest elderly
housekeeper, a most distinet articulator, showed us
the house ; which I need not describe, as therexs an
account of it published in * Adams’s Works in Ar-
chitecture.” Dr. Johnson thought better of it to-day,
than when he saw it hefm( ‘}; Ior he had lately
attacked it violently, saying, “Itwould do excelleqtly
for a town-hatl. The large room with the pillars,”
enid Le, “would do for the judges to sit in at the
assizes ; the circular room for a jyry~chamber ; and
the room above for prisoncrs” Stili%ie thought the
large room ill lighted, and of no use ‘but for dancing
m; and, the bedchambers but indifferent rooms ;

(1) Wbm 1 mentioned D, !onmq- rAmark 1o = ufut
rved,. ¢ lc is troe .nl?ngﬂ‘{mﬁ?ﬁ?uufmly one &vil ; bue bh?&
sel ¢ e w
muchgaod does it betiu'! ® = First edition. 'To this sbuervation
much has Sae justly given. !.n.m»thn now'do myself
the 'ﬁ; w:udon., m'the'hdy who foade it was the lite

quanm-. wum wmaauumwﬂf
kg ,‘ ot
(1) Sos ansl; Toitran Wales, Vel Vi pm-pm
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and that the immense sum which it cost was inju-
diciously laid out. Dr. Taylor had put him in mind
of his appearing pleased with the house. ¢ But,”
said he, “ that was when Lord Scarsdale was pre-
sent. Politeness obliges us to appear pleased with a
man’s works when hegis present. No man will be
so ill-bred as to question yon. You may therefore
pay compliments without saying what is not true.
I should say to Lord Scarsdale of bis large room,
¢ My lord, this is the most costly room that 1 ever
saw ;' which is true.”

Dr. Manningham, physician in London, who was
visiting at Lord Scarsdale’s, accompanied usthrough
many of the rooms ; and soon afterwards my lord
himself, to whom Dr. Johnson was known, appearcd,
and did the honours of the house. We talked of
Mcr.Langton. Jolmeon, with a warm vehemence of
affectionate regard, exclaumed, < The earth does not
bear a worthier man than 8¢nnet Langton.” We
saw a good many fine pictures, which I think are
described in onewf ¢ Young's Tours.” Thers is a
printed catalogue of them, which the housekecper
put into my hand. I should like to view them at
leisure. I was much struck with Daniel interpreting
Nebuchadnezzar's dreany, by Rembrandt. We were
shown a pretty large library. In his lordskip’s dress-
ing-room lay Johnson's small dictionary : he showed
it to me, with some eagerness, saying, “ Look ye!l
Qua regio in terris wostri non plena luboris” He
observed, also, (Goldsmith’s ¢ Animated Nuture; "
and said, ‘Here's our friend! The poor doctor
woulll have becn happy to hear of this.”
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In our way, Johnson strongly expressed his love
of driving fast in a postchaise.(!) «If,” said he, I
had no duties, aud no reference to foturity, I would
spend my life in driving briskly in a postchaise with
4 pretty woman ; but she should be one who could
anderstand me, and woull add something to the
conversation.” 1 observed, that we were this day to
stop just where the Highland army did in 1745,
Jonwsson. “It was a noble attempt.,” BoswELL.
I wish we could have an authentic history of it.”
JounsoN. “If you were not an idle dog you might
write it, by collecting from every body what they can
tedl, and putting down your authorities.” BosweLL.
* But I could not have the advantage of it in my
lifetime.” Jonwsoxn. * You might have the satis-
faction of its fame, by printing it in Holland ; and
as to profit, consider how long it was before writing
came to be considered in a pecuniary view. Baretti
says, he- is the first man that ever received copy-
money in Italy. I said that I would endeavour to
do what Dr. Jobuson suggested ; and I thought that
I might write 60 as to venture to publish my « His-
tory of the Civil War in Great Britain in 1745 and
1746 ™ without being obhged to gotoa fmign
press. ()

When we arrived at Derby, Dr. Butter weonpa'
nied nstoueethe manufactory ofdmm ﬂme,

ﬂ) ﬁeuﬂ.mm.mm—c.
wafo ummmmm’mml :

Mﬁ n-ﬁlh jmﬁeém
[nwhmm.%u,mmg the poam, — B.
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admired. the ingenuity and delicate art with whioh
man fashioned clay into a cup, a saucer, or a teapot
while a boy turned round a whecl to give the mnss
rotundity. I thought this as excellent in its species
of power, as making good verses in its spapies. Yot
I had no respect for thig potter. Neithery indeed,
has a man of any extent of thinking for a mere verse-
maker. in whose numbers, however perfect, there is
uo poetry, no mind. The eluna was beautiful, but
Dt Johnvon justly observed it was too dear ; for, that
he eould have vessels of sijver, of the same sive, as
cheap as what were here made of poreelain. (1)

I felt a pleasure in walking about Derby, such as
1 always have in walking about any fown to which
I am not accustomed. There is an immediate sens-
ation of novelty ; and one speculates on the way in
which hie is passed in it, which, although there is a
sameness every where upon the whole, is yet mi-
nately diversihed.  The minute diversities iu every
thing are wonderful. ‘Tulking of shaving the other
night at Dr. Taylor's, Dr. Johnson said, < Sir, of a
thousand shavers, two do not shave so much alike
as not to he distinguished.” I thought this not
possible, till he specified so many of the varieties in
sbaving ; — holding the rezor more or less perpeu-
dicular; drawing long or short strokes; begin-
ning at the upper part of the face, or the under —
st the right side or the left side. Indeed, when ove
considery what variety of sounds can be uttered by

1) I was onve present when & flowerspot of china, of
ag&&‘:uwmuma;mdm,wmb‘;‘&o
tion for seventy pounds, == C, .
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the; windpipe, in the compass of a very small
aperture, we may be convineed Low many degrees
of difference there may be in the apphcmtwn of a
razor.

We dined with Dr. Butter (!), whose lady is
daughter of my cousin Sir John Douglas, whose
grandson i» wow yrvsumptive, beir. of the noble
family of Queensberry. Jobnson .aud he-had a
good dedl of medical conversation. Johnson said
be had somewhere or other given an account of
Dr. Nichols's discourse « De Aiimd Medicd.”
He= told us,  that whatever a man's distemper was,
Dr. Nichols would not attend (*) him as a physi-
cian, if his mind was not at ease; for he believed
that no medicines would have any influence. He
once attcnded a man in trade, upon whom ke found
none of the medicines he prescribed had any effect
he asked the man’s wife privately whether his affairs
were not in a bad way ? She said no.- He con-

- inued his attendance some time, still without suc-
cess. At length the man’s wife told him she had
discovered that her husband’s affairs were in a bad
way. When Goldsmith was dying, Dr. Turton said
to him, ¢ Your pulse is m greater disorder than it
should be, from the degree of fever which you

1) Dr. Butter was at this time a practising pliysirian
l)( ). He afterwards ved to Londun, where he died.
M 22..1805. Heuﬂrofmmﬂmedjwm-m
)Dr Nichols’s_opinion had made a stro
son’s miond, and a to have been the cause of -his
Mn.Ammd is other correspondents to keep their
as umnm-—ﬂu&. '

Y&it. Vi. ] x
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have: i your mind at case ? Goldsmxth answered
it wes not.”

After dinner, Mrs, Bugter went with me to see
the silk-mill which Mr. John Lombe had () had a
patent for, having brought away the contrivance
from Italy. A@m not yery conversant with mecha-
nies; but the‘mmﬂibt) of this machine, and its mul-
tiplied operatiois, struck me with an agrecable sur-
prise. I had learut from Dr. Johnson, during this
interview, not to think with a dejected indifference
of the works of art, and the pleasures of life, be-
cause life is uncertain and short; but to consider
such indiffirence as a failure of reason, a morbid-
ness of wind ; for happiness should be cultivated
as much as we can, and the objects which are in-
strumental to it should be steadily considered as of
importance with a reference not only to ourselves,
but to multitudes in successive ages. Though it is
proper to value small parts, as

# Sands make the mountain, moments make the year;"—Youna.

yet we must contewmplate, collectively, to have a
ust estimation of objects. -One moment’s beiug
aneasy or not, seems of no consequence; yet this
may be thought of the.next, and the next, and so
on, till there is a large portion of misery. In the
same way one must think of happiness, of ltarning,
of friendship. We cannot tell the precise moment
.when friendship is formed. As in filling a vessel

{1) See Hutton’s « History of Derby, 8 book which is de-

servedly esteemed for its information, accuracy,
ﬁu lz;deod, the nge in whmh mnvakmmmiydﬁou:w
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drop by drop, there is at last a drop which makes its-
run over; s@ in a series of kindnesses there is at
Jast one which makes the heart ran over. We must
not divide the objects of our attention into minute
parts, and think separately of each part. It is by
contemplating 2 large masg of human existence.
that a man. while he sets a just value on his own
lite, does not think of his death as anpnihilating all
that is great and pleasing in the world, as if actually
eontained in his mind, according to Berkeley’s re-
verie. (*) If his imagination be not sickly and feeble,
it * wings its distant way” far beyoud bimsclf, and
views the world in unceasing activity of cvery sort.
It must he acknowledged, however, that Pope's
plaintive reflection, that all things would be as gay
as ever, on the day of his death, is natural and
common. We are apt to transfer to all around us
our own gloom, without cousidering that at any
given point of time there is, perhaps, as much youth’
and gaiety in the world as at avother. Before I
came into this life, in which I bave had so many
pleasant scenes, have not thousands and ten thou-
sends of deaths and funerals happened, aund have not
families been in grief for their nearest relations?
But bave those dismal cireumstances at all affected
me ? Why, then, should the gloomy scenes which I
experience, or which I know, affect others? Let us
guard against imagining that there is an end of feli-
«ity upon earth, when we ourselves grow old, or are
unbappys '

(2) This is by no means an acvurate allusion to Berkeley's
theory, = C. * .
x 2
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Dr. gohnsgn told us at tea, that when some of
Dr. Dodd’s pious friends were trying to console
him by saying that he was going to leave g
¢ wretched world,” he had hom'sty enough not to
join in the eant : — # No, no,” said he, “ it has been
a very agrecable world to me.”  Johnson added.
¢ I respect Dodgl tor thus speaking the truth ; for,
to be sure, he Hod for several years enjoyed a life
of great voluptuousness.”

He told us that Dodd’s city fricnds stood by him
@0, that a thousaud pounds were ready to be given
« the gaoler, if he would let him escape. He
added, that he knew a friend of Dodd’s, who walked
about Newgate for some time on the evening beforr
the day of his execution, with five hundred pounds
in his pocket, ready to Le paid to any of the turnkeys
who could get him out, but it was too late; for he
was watched with nruch eircumsy ection.  He said,
Dodd's friends had an ima ¢ of him made of wax,
which was to have leen left in his place; and he
believed it was carried into the prison.(})

Johnsc disapproved of Dr. Dodd’s leaving the
worlc percuaded that * The Convict's Address to

(1) Dr. Johnsgn told megthat Doedd probably entertained
some hopes of Lie eveu to the Yast moment, having been flattered
by some of his niedieal friends that there was a c!mnce of sus-
E: :Ag its total extinction till he was cut down, b pl.ucm

the rope in a particuler menner bahmd ear. li'hﬁb
‘ien he was to be carriod to a convenient place, wlmrethey
Mdummmmmxmvoumm&n ﬂh lw
‘dong. hangman ¥ in fizing t
rope, and as the cart drew off) said in W"Wﬂm must nos
move an jnch! But he struggled. Being carried to the plsce
.ppointla. his friends endeuvoured to restore him by bathing his
with warm water, which Dr, Johnson was uot 80
Iikely whﬂemt«ﬂwasooldmm.—nnwmg Recolls



147,68, BLAIR'S SERMONS. — GOLDSsITH. 309

hie unhappy Brethren” was of his owa “writing,
¢ But, Sir,” said I, © vo . coutributed to th.: decep-
tion; for when Mr. Noward expressed i Jdoubt to
you that it was nnt Dodd’s wwn, Lecause it bad a
great deal more fores wf wwind in i than any think
known to be Lis, vou answered, ~* Why should
vou think w0? Depond apon it Sir, when any
mun knows he is to be Langed in a fortnigh, it
coucentrates lis niénd wenberfully,”  Jouwnsox.
¢ Sir, as Dodd got it from wic io pass as his own,
st that courd do o uny geod, that was an ém-
peresd promise that 1 should not own it. To own it,
suevefore, weald have been telling a lie, with the
arldition of beeach of prowise, which was worse
thun simply telling 2 lie to make it be believed it
wax Dodd’s.  Bosidos, Sin, T did not divectly tell a
lic: I ety the mattor uneertain. Perhaps 1 thought
that Seward would net helivve it the less to be mine
for what I said; 1.1 would not put it in his power
to say I hud owney it.”

He praised Blair's Sermions: ¢ Yet,” said he,
(willing {0 let us sce: he was aware that fashionable
fame, however deserved, is not always the most last-
ing,) “perhaps they may not be reprinted after sevén
years; at least not after Bhair's death.”

He said, * Goldsmith was a plant that ﬂowered
late. There appeared nothing remarkable about him
when be was young; though when he had got
high in fame, one of his friends () began to recal-"

leet som«;thmg of his being distinguished at col-'

(1) MrwBurke, «C.
x3$ .
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lege.(1) * Goldgmith in the same manner recollected
more of that frics«l's early years, as he grew a
greater man.’

I mentioned that Lord Monboddo told me, he
awaked every morning at four, and then for his
health got up and walked in his room naked, with
the window open, which he called taking an air bath ;
after which he went to bed again, and slept two hours
more. Johnson, who was always rcady to beat down
any thing that seemed to be exhibited with dispro-
portionate importance, thus observed: ¢ I suppose,
Sir, there is no more in it than this; he wakes at four,
and cannot sleep till he chills himself, and makes the
warmth of the bed a grateful sensation.”

I talked of the difficulty of rising in the morning.
Dr. Johnson told me, “ that the learned Mrs, Carter,
at that period when she was eager in study, did not
awake as carly as she wished, and she therefore had
a contrivance, that, at a certain hour, her chamber-
light should burn a string to which a heavy weight
was suspended, which then fell with a strong sudden
noise: this roused her from sleep, and then she had
no difficulty in getting up.” But I said that was
my difficulty ; and wished there could be some me-
dicine invented ‘Which wduld make one rise without
ypain, which 1 never did, unless after lying in bed &
very long time. Perhaps there may be sometling
in the stores of Nature which could do this, -I have
thought of a: pnney to raise me gradually ; bnt that

He dm:gniahedi Dege, as appears from & cir~
.cum#tanc (l) “ byDr:ll?mey. Sea'Vol.]I.p.m
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would give me pain, as it would countergbt my in-
ternal inelination. I would have something that can
dissipate the vis inertie, and give elasticity to the
muscles. As I imagine that thc human body may
be put, by the operation of other substances, into
any state in which it has ever been; and as 1 have
experivneed & state in which rising from bed was
not disagrecable, but easy, nay, sometimes agreeable;
1 suppose that this state may be prodaced, if we
knew by what. We can heat the body, we can cool
it; we can give it tension or relaxation ; and surely
it is possible to bring it into a state in which rising
from bed will not be a pain.

Johnson observed, that “a mun should take a
sufficient quantity of sleep, which Dr. Mead says is
between seven and nine hours.” I told him, that’
Dr. Cullen said to me, that a wan should not take
more sleep than he can take at once. JomNsow.
« This rule, Sir, cannot hold in all cases; for many
people have their sleep broken by sickness; and
surely, Cullen would not have a man to get up, after
baving slept bat an hour. Such a regimen would
soon end in a long sieep.” (') Dr. Taylor remarked,

1) This regimen was, howdver, practistd by Bish Kén of
whatn Hantio (ot Sir-Tohm), in hos 1ife of et venorabie pre-
late, p. 4., tells us, “ And that neither his study might be the
s b b o b L S

y emts; or s closet addresses to
his Gad ; ke strictly uccustomed himself to but ene sleep, which
;nﬁ;n siipd him to rise at one ngr two of the clock mgmom-

B soorier ; and grew so that it cone

e with B almost (11 his 1o Tiners Ao s lively and

cheerfu) was his temper, that he would be very facetions and en=

umini:g.‘to his friends in the neuim evers when it was pees

oeived with difficulty e kept his eyes open; and hen
‘X & : D
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1 think véry jusily, that ““a man who does not feel
an inclination to sleep at the ordinary times, instead
of being stronger than other people, must not be
well; for a man in health has all the natural inclin-
ations to eat, driuk, and sleep, in a strong degree.”

Johnson advised me tdnight not to r¢fine in the
education of my children. ¢ Life,” said he, «will
not bear refinement: you must do as other people
do.”

As we drove back to Ashbourne, Dr. Johnson re-
commended to me, as he had often done, to driuk
water only: “For,” said he, “you are then sure not
to get drunk; whereas, if you drink wine, you are
never sure.” I said, drinking wine was 2 pleasure
which I was unwilling to give up.  Why, Sir,”
said he, ¢ there is no doubt that not to drink wine
is a great deduction from life; but it may be ne-
cessary.” He however owned, that in his opinion a
free use of wine did not shorten life; and said, he
would not give less for the life of a certain Scotch
Lord () (whom he named), cclebrated for hard
drinking, than for that of a sober man. ¢« But
stay,” said he, with his usual intelligence and ac-
curacy of inquiry — ¢ doe.s it take mnch wine to

mdwgowreatwithnoodmp?mthmmeréfredﬂn
and empbling him with more an cimrﬂ:lnesswsingbﬁ
%ﬁplm.uhethenu to do to his lute before he put
- Prohably Thomas, sixth Earl of Kollie, born in 1723
i gmm. i—lemm&.ble for some musical talents, bw{‘
; more for his conviviality, 'Even thé P  conifessue
‘that. ¥ he was more assiduous in the service of B:

. C,  After this note was written, 8i ]
_intosh told 'ine that he believed that Isord Errol wad

38, 1777, = C, 1885,

]
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make him drunk?” I answercds “a great deal
either of wine or strong. punch.” —* Then,” said he,
“ that is the worse.” 1 presume to illustrate my
friend’s observation thus: ¢ A fortress which soon
surrenders has its walls legs shattered than when a
long and obstinate resistaree is made.”

I ventured to mention a person who was as violent
a Scotchman as he was an Englishman ; and literally
had the same contempt for an Englishman compared
with a Scotchmanu, that he had for a Scotchman com-
pared with an Englishman ; and that he would say
of Dr. Johnson, “ Damned rascal ! to talk as he does
of the Scotch.” This seemed, for a moment, “ to
give him pause,” It, perhaps, presented Lis extreme
prejudice against the Scotch in a point of view some-
what new to him by the effect of contrast.

By the time when we returned to Ashbourne, Dr.
Taylor was gone to bed. Jobnson and I sat up a

ong time by ourselves.

He was much diverted with an article which 1
showed him in the « Critical Review” of this year,
giving an account of a curious publication, entitled.
¢ A Spiritual Diary and Soliloquies, by John Rutty,
M. D.” Dr. Rutty was one of the people called
quakers, o physician of Some eminence in Dublin,
and author of several works.. This Dmry, which
was kept from 1758 to 1775, the year in which he
djed, and was now published in two volumes octavo,
exhibited, in the simplicity of his heart, a minute
and. honest register of the state of his mind ; which,
thongh frequently laughable envugh, was not more
s0 1ban the history of many men would be, if re- -
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corded with equal fairness. The following specimens
were extracted by the reviewers: —

 Tenth month, 1755, 23.—Indulgence in bl an
hour teo long.

“ Twelfth month, 17.-—. An hypochondriac obnubila-
tion from wind and indigestion.

¢ Ninth month, 28. — An over-dose of whisky.

“29.—A dull, cross, choleric day.

< First month, 1757, 22.— A little swinish at dinner
and repast. Dogged on provocation.

¢ Second month, 5.— Very dogged or snappish.

€ 14, — Snappish on fasting.

¢ 26. — Cursed snappishness to those under me, on a
bodily indieposition,

*“ Third month, 11.—On a provocation, exercised a
dumb resentment for two days, instead of scelding.

29, — Scolded too vehemently.

“ 23.,— Dogged again.

“* Fourth month, 29, — Mechanically and sinfully
dogged.”

Johnson laughed heartily at this good Quietist’s
self-condemning minutes; particularly at his men-
tioning, with such a scrious regret, cccasional in-
stances of “ swinishness in eating, and doggedness of
zemper.” He thought the opservations of the Critical
Reviewers upon the importance of a man to himself
so ingenious and so well expressed, that I hall here
introduce them. After cbserving, that « there are
féw ‘writers who have gained any reputation by re-
mding their own actions,” they say, —

“Wemy Muce the egotists to four classes, ‘t‘-ha‘
Sirat we have ; ulius‘Ceesar: heexelstes his own trans.



ZErar. 68. IMITATORS'OF JOHNSON’S STYLE. 815

actions ; but he relates them with peculiar grace and
dignity,-and his narrative is supported by the greatness
of his character and achievements. In the second class
we have Marcus Antoninus: this writer has given us a
serics of reflections on his own life; but his sentiments
are 50 noble, his morality so0 sublime, that his meditations
arc universally admired. m the third class we have
some others of tolerable credit, who have given import-
ance to their own private history by an intermixture of
literary anecdotes, and the ocourrences of their own
times: the celebrated Huetius (1) has published an en-
tertaining volume upon this plan, ¢ De Rebus ad eum
pertinentibug.  In the fourth class we have the jour-
nalists, temporal and spiritual : Elias Ashmole, William
Lilly, Gevrge Whitefield. John Wesley, and a thousand
other old women and fanatic writers of memoirs and
meditations.”

I mentioned to him that Dr. Hugh Blair, in his
Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, which 1
heard him deliver at Edinburgh, bad animadverted
on the Johnsoniau style as too pompous; and at-
tempted to imitate it, by giving a sentence of Addison
in ¢ The Spectator,” No. 411., in the manner of
Johnson, When treating of the utility of the plea-
sures of imagination in preserving us from vice, it
is observed of those « who know pot how to be idle
.and innocent,” that % their very first step out of
business is into vice or folly;” which Dr. Blair
supposed would have been expressed in “ The
Rambler” thus: *their very first step out of the
regions of business is into the perturbation of vice,

;&L) H““'M““m Bee ansd, YoLLp..g:
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or the vaonity of folly.” (') Jomnxson. « Sir, these
are not the words I should have used. No, Sir; the
imitators of my style have not hit it. Miss Aikin
has done it the best; for she has imitated the senti-
ment as well as the diction.” (¥)

I intend, before this wqrk is concluded, to exhihit
specimens of imitation of my friend’s style in various
modes ; some caricaturing or mimicking it, and some
formed upon it, whether intentionally, or with a de-
gree of similarity to it, of which, perhaps, the writers
were not conscious.

In Barctti’s Review, which he published in Italy,
under the title of “ Frusta LETTERARIA," it i8 Ob-
served, that Dr. Rebertson the historian had formed
his style upon that of «“ Il celebre Samuele Johnson.”
My friend himself was of that opinion ; forhe once
said to me, in 2 pleasant humour, * Sir, if Robertson's
style be faulty, he owes it to me; that is, having too
many words, and those too big ones.”

I read to him.a letter which Lord Monhoddo had
written to me, containing some critical remarks upon
the style of his « Journey to the Western Islands of
Scotland.” His lordship praised the very fine pass-

€1) When Dr. Blair published. bis ¢ Lectures,” he was in.
robe, S0 on he coorrery: Srming I hiire s ehors ek
and, on the con ore

g!’ﬁu, Johnson’s ¢ Lives of the ]"‘geu" appe:;ed, in which
his style was considerably essier than when be wrote « The
. Ramblor.” It wouM, therefore, have been uncandid in Blair,

;?uumwdng criticiun to have becn jus, to bhave preserved

Prohably in an essgy « Agai momimm inourEx-

pebiiom® 17 Siim i, o

' pme. et ler and het brother,
,ﬁamn.mm.- e . b
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age upon landing at Teolmkil (1): but his own style
being exceedingly dry and hard, Re disapproved of
the richuess of Johnson's language, and of his fre-
quent use of metaphorical expressions. Jonnson.
“ Why, Sir, this criticism would be just, if, in my
style, superfluous words, or words too big for the
thoughts, could be pointed out; but this I do not
believe can he done.  For instance, in the passage
which Lord Monboddo admires, ‘We were now
treading that illustrious region,” the word iffustrious
contributes nothing to the mere narration; for the
fact might be told without it: but it is net, there-
fore, superfluous ; for it wakes the mind to peculiar
attention, where something of more than usual im-
portance is to be presented. ¢ IMustrious!’ — for
what? and then the sentence proceeds to expand the
circumstances connceted with Iona. And, Sir, as
to metaphorical expression, that is a great excellence
in style, when it is used with propriety, for it gives
you two ideas for one ; — conveys the meaning more
luminously, and gencrally with a perception of de-
light.”

He told me, that he had been asked to undertake
the new edition of the ¢ Biographia Britannica,”
but had declined it; which he afterwards said to me
he regretted. In this regret many will join, because
it would have procured us more of Johnson’s most
dehghtf ul Bpevies of writing ; and although my friend
Dr. Kappu (?) has hitherto discharged. the task

(l)&emﬁ,\?ol. ‘V‘p.'fs.-—-O
(Q)Aﬂerhvmgglmmtbaptabﬁctbemmm
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judiciously, distinctly, and with moreimpartiality than
might have been'expected from a separatist, it were
to have been wished that the superintendence of this
literary Temple of Fame had been assigned to “a
friend to the constitution in church and state.” We
should not then have bad it too much crowded with
obscare dissenting teachers, doubtless men of merit
and worth, but net quite to be numbered amongst
¢ the most eminent persons who have flourished in
Great Britain and Ireland.” (1)

(folio) of a new edition of the Brocrarmia Darraxxica, be-
tween the yeurs 1778 and 1703, Dr. Kippis died, October 8,
1795; and the work is not likely to be soon completed, — M.

(1) In this censuve, which has been carclessly uttered, I
carelessly joined,  But in justice to Dr. Kippis, who, with that
manly, candid, good temnper wiich marks lis character, set me
right, I now with pleasure tetract it; and I desive it wny be
particularly observed, as pointed out by him to me, that # The
new lives of dissenting divines, mn the first four volumes of the
second edition of the * Biographia Britannica’ are those of John
Abernethf, Thomas Amary, Georgé Benson, Hufb Brough-
ton, the lecarned puritan, Simon Browne, Joseph Boyse, of
Dublin, Thomas Cartwyight, the learned puritan, and Samuel

Chandler. The only doubt 1 have ever heard suggested is,
whether there should have been an article of Ur. Amory. But
1 was convinced, and am still convinced, that be was entitled to
one, from the reglity of\his learning, and the excellent and can~
did nature of his practical writings. — The new lives of clergy-
men of the Chureh of Eng‘énnd, in the same four volumes, are
gi folluw; Cl John l;l;l uy, fdward Bentham, Gl%?r‘ ]‘!ve:' .

shop of Cloyne, m Berriman, Thomas iliarn
lase, Thomas Bott, James ’Bmdlegu'l‘humu Broughton,
John Browne, John Burton, Jnn%;l; tler, Bishop of Dur-
- ham, Thomas Catte,  Edmund tell, Edmund Chishull,
Charles Churchill, Willism Clarke, Ruobert Bishop of
Clogher, (Jéhamb“m Bishop of Bristol, Castard,
and Namiel .-—‘fu;a uat conucious,’ says Dr. Kippis, -
‘MW in_conducting the work. I wonld not wik
lingly insert s dissenting tinister that dees nqt jastly deserve to
be noticed, or omit an established clovgymian that does, At
‘tlte same time, 1 ahsdl not be deterred frond introducing dissent~
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On Saturday. September 20 ; after breakfast, when
Taylor was gone out to his farm, Dr. Johnson and I
had a serious conversation by ourselves on melan-
choly and madness ; which he was, I always thought,
erroncously inclined to confound together. Melan-
choly, like “great wit,” puay be  near allied to
madness ;' but there is, in my opinion, a distinet
separation between them. When he talked of mad-
ness, he was to be understood as speaking of those
who were in any great degree disturbed, or, as it is
comnonly expressed, «troubled in mind.” Some
of the ancicnt philosophers held, that all deviations
from right reasonwere madness; and whoever wishes
to see the opinions both of ancients and moderns
upon this subject, collected and illustrated with a
a variety of curious facts, may rcad Dr. Arnold’s
very entertaining work. (1)

Johnson said, * A madman loves to be with people
whom he fears ; not as a dog fears the lash, but of
whom he stands in awe.” I was struck with the
justice of this observation. Ta be with those of
whom a person, whose mind is wavering and dejected,’
stands in awe, represses and composes an uneasy

’ L ]

ers. into the Biographio, wh:n I am satisfied that they are
entitled to that distinction, from their writings, learning, and
merit.’ " — Let me add that the expression < A friend to the
constitution in church and stat.,” was not meant by me as any
n@h‘mn upen this merend#mtleman, us if he were an enemy
th pulitlcal,mnﬁimﬁon his country, as established ‘at the
zﬂdnﬁon, but, from my steady and avowed predilection for &
Tory, was_quoted from ¢ Johusan's Dictionary,” whera that

distinction:is o dofined, ‘

. {13 Observations on Tnsinity,” by Thomas Arnold, M.D, -
77 1782 * '
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tummnlt of, spirits (1), and consoles him with the cen-
tewplation of sSmcthing steady, and at least com
paratively great.

He added, ¢ Madmen are all sensual in the lower
stages of the distemper. They are eager for grati-
fications to sooth their minds, and divert their at-
tention from the misery which they suffer ; but when
they grow very ill, pleasure is too weak for them, and
they seek for pain. (%), Employment, Sir, and hard-
ships, prevent melancholy. I suppose, in all our
army in America, there was not one wan who went
mad.”

We entered scriously upon a question of much
Jmportance to me, which Johnson was pleased to
consider with friendly attention. I had long com-
plained to him that I felt mysclf discontented in
Scotland, as too narrow a sphere, and that I wished
to make my chief residence in Loundon, the great

(1) Cardan composed his mind tending to madness (or rather
actually mad, for such he scems in bis writings, learned as they
ara), by excitiog voluntary pein. V. (,mf‘ Op. et. Vit. ==
Kreazxey. )

2) We read in the Gospels, that those unfortunste persons,
wtfo were possessed with evil spirits (which, after all, 1 think ia
the most probable cause of madness, as was first ;:Egmed to me
by my respectab! mal:myfnm-l’ S;r Juhn Pringle), rmursm ‘f.i 10
pain, tearin, ves, and Jumping sometinies into i1
sometimes 5“0 the water. M‘r. sﬁzﬁa hax furnished me wuel:
a remarkable ancedote in confirmation of Dr. Johnuson'’s qbserve
ation. A tradesman, who had acquired a large fortune in

. Xondon, retired from business, aud went to live at Worcester,
: His mim%“bﬂn; without ite usual occupation, sud ‘:A::i&g



" 1At 68, LONDPON TIFE, 3%

tcene of ambitios, instruction, and amusement; a
secne which was to me, comparativily speaking, a
heaven upon earth. Jornxson. * Why, Bir, I never
knew any one who had such a gust for London as
you have: and 1 canuot blame you for your wish to
live there; yet, Sir. were 1 in your father’s place, 1
should not consent to your séttling there ; for I have
the old feudal notions, and I should be afraid that
Auchinleck would be i serted, as you wounld soon
find it wore desirable to have a country seat in 2
better elimate. 1 own, however, that to consider it
as a duly to restde on a tamily cstate is a prejudiee s
for we muost consider, that working-people get em-
ployment equally, and the produce of land is sold
equally, whether a great family resides at heme or
not ; aud if the rents of an estate be carried to Lon-
don, they return again in the civeulation of coms-
merce ; nay, Sir, we must verhavs allow. that
earrying the rents to a distance 18 a good, becavws
it contributes to that eirculation. We must, how-
ever, allow, that & well-regulated great family may
improve a neighbourhood in civility and clegance,
and give an exampiv of good order, virtue, and
piety : and so its residence at home may be of mueh
advantage. Butifa great family e dism'der]y and
vicious, its residence at home is very pernicious to a
neighbourhood. There is not now the same induce-
ment to live in the country as formerly ; the plea-
surés of social life are mueh better enjoyed in town,
and there is no longer in the country that power
and infinence in proprietors of land which they had
inoldﬁmes,snd which made the eountryao agree-
" VoL, VI, ¥



922 LIFE OF JQHNSON. T

able to them. The Laird of Auchinleck now is not
near so ‘great s man as the Laird of Auchinleck
was & hundred years ago.”

I told him, that one of my ancestors never went
from home without being attended by thirty men on
horseback. Johnson's shrewdness and spirit of in-
quiry were exerted upou every occasion. “ Pray,”
said he, “ how did your ancestor support his thirty
men and thirty horses when he went at a distanee
from home, in an age when there was hardly any
money in circulation?” 1 suggested the same
difficuity to a fricnd who mentioned Douglas's going
to the Holy Land with a pumerous train of fol-
lowers. (') Douglas could, no doubt, maintuin
followers enough while living upon his own lands,
the produce of which supplied them with food ; but
he could not carry that food to the Holy Land;
and as there was no commerce by which he could
he supplied with money, how could he maintain
them in fureign countries ?

I suggested a doubt, that if I were to reside in
London, the cxquisite zest with which I relished it
in occasional visits might go off, and 1 might grow
tired of it. Jouwnson. “ Why, Sir, you find no
wan, at all intellectual, who is willing to leave Lon-
don. No, Sir, when a mha is tired of London, he
is tired of life; for there is in London all that life
can afford.

(1) James de Duglas was uq:ened by King Robm Brom
in his last hours to repair with his heart to Jerusalem, ané
humbly to deposit it at the sepulchre of our Lord; which m-
cordin Boéee, whom Boswell seems to futh) he

%m other writers represent, probahly more truly, that hn
wus Inl]ed the way, and that the heart was brought back snd .
buried at* Melrose. — Huilcs's Anndls, ii, 1468, Hence the
crewned Avart in the anns of Douglas. — C,
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To obviate his apprehension, that by settling in
London I might desert the seat of duy an'eestors, I
assured him that I had old feudal principles to a
degree of enthusiasm ; and that T felt all the dulcedo
of the natale solum. 1 reminded him, that the
Laird of Auchinleck had an elegant house, in front
of which he could ride tew® miles forward upon his
own territories, upon which he had upwards of six
hundred people attached to him; that the family
seat was rich in natoral romantic beauties of rock,
wood, and water; and that in my “ morn of life” 1
bad appropriated the finest descriptions in the
ahcient classics to certain scencs there, which were
thus associated in my mind. That when all this
was considered, I should certainly pass a part of the
year at home, and enjoy it the more from variety,
and from bringing with me a share of the intel
lectual stores of the metropolis. He listened to all
this, and kindly ¢ hoped it might be as 1 now sup-
‘posed.”

He said, a country gentleman should bring his
lady to visit London as soon as he can, that they
may have agrecable topics for conversation when
they are by themselves. '

As 1 meditated trying my fortupe in Westminster
Hall, our conversation tu¥ned upon the profession of
the law in England. Jonxsoy. “ You must not
icdulge too sanguine hopes, should you be called to
our bar. 1 was told, by a very sensible lawyer, that
there are a great many chances against any man's
success in the profession of the law ; the candidates
l(@e 80 numerous, end those who get large practice

R R ]



324 LIFE OF JQHNSOXN. 1777,

sg few. He said, it was by no means true that a
man of good perts and application is sure of having
business, though he, indeed, allowed that if such a
man could but appear in a few causes, his merit
would be known, and he would get forward; but
that the great risk was, that a man might pass half
a lifetime in the courts,”and never have an oppur-
tunity of showing his abilities.” (1)

We talked of employment being absolutely neces-
sary to preserve the mind from wearying and grow-
tug fretful, especially in those who have a tendency
to melancholy; and I mentioned to him a sa)ing
which somebody had rclated of an American savage,
who, when an European was expatiating on all the
advantages of money, put this question: « Will it
purchasc occupation?” Jonnson. “ Depind upoun
it, Sir, this saying is too refined fora savage. And,
Sir, money will purchase occupation; it will pur-
chase all the conveniencies of life : it will pnrchase
variety of company; it will purchase all sorts of
entertainment.” (2)

I talked to him of Forster's * Voyage to the

(1) Now, at the distance of fifteen years since this convers-
ation passed, the observation which I have had an opportunity of
making in “estmmster Hall hgs convinced me, that, however
trua the qnniqq Dr. Johmnn- friend muy have been

‘5: same certafn suCCess cannot now be

promiwd to the same display of ment. The reasons, however,

of the rapid rise of some, and the disappeintruent of others

equally respectable, are such as it might seem invidious to mmv-
tion, and would require a longer detail thn mmld be m

ye

this work.— B. — Mr. Boswell's persona

londed his pe i for)obnmsfﬁendmfuﬁvmhold-

‘ing out any thmg like a cortainty of ~— niay, he seems to
muelynnowad-prohnbiilty -,

. (a)Nnv,itmaybesddmpmch-n.ormhawmw,m

pation too. No man can have riches without the trouble’ that, In

different degnces, must accorapany them, — C,
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South Sens,” which pleased me; but I found he did
not like it. ¢ Sir,” said he, ¢ there i8 a great affect-
ation of fine writing in it.” BosweLr. ¢ But he
carrics you along with him.” Jounson. No, Sir:
be does not carry me along with him; he leaves me’
behind him; or rather, indeed, he sets me before
bim; for he makes me turn over many leaves at a
time.”

On Sunday, September 21., we went to the church
of Ashbourne, which is one of the largest and most
luminous that I have seen in any town of the same
size. I felt great satisfaction in considering that I
wag supported in my fondness for solemn public
worship by the general concurrence and munificence
of maukiud.

Johnson and Taylor werc so different from cach
other, that 1 wondered at their preserving an inti-
macy. Their having been at school and ecollege to-
gether might, in some dogree, account for this: but
Sir Joshua Reynolds has furcished me with a
stronger reason; for Johnson mentioned to him;
that he had been told by Taylor he was to be his
heir. 1 shall not take upon me to animadvert upon
this; but certain it is that Johmson paid great at-
tention to Taylor. He now, however, said to me, “Sir,
1love him ; butIdo not love him more ; my regard
for him does not increase. As it is. said in the
Apocrypha, ¢ his talk is of bullocks.’ (') I do not
suppose he is very “wd of my company. His

‘a . Boclasiastious, chap. xxxviii. v. 25. The whole dnpwr‘ '
-&L vesd a8 'an edmirable .illuaz::don of the supericrity of
cultivated minds over the gross and illiterate, A
. : * v3
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habits are by no means sufficiently elerical: this
he knows that*I see; and no man likes to live
under the eye of perpetual disapprobation.”

I have no doubt that a good many sermons were
composed for Taylor by Johnson. At this time 1
found upon his table & part of one which he had
newly begun to write: and Concio pro Tayloro ap-
pears in one of his diaries. When to these circum-
stances we add the internal evidence from the power
of thinking and style, in the collection which the
Reverend Mr. Hayes had published, with the signi-
Jicant title of « Sermons left for Publication, by the
Reverend John Taylor, LL.D.,” our conviction will
be complete. (1)

I, however, would not have it thought that Dr.
Taylor, though he could not write like Johnson, (as,
indeed, who could ?) did not sometimes eompose
sermons as good as those which we generally have
from very respectable divines, He showed me one
with notes on the margin in Johnson's hand-writing;
and I was present when he read another to Johnson,
that he might have his opinion of it, and Johneon

-(1) [ Before I release you, I must mention one more public-
ation, on account of its sin, ity as well as its merit.' Itis a
volume of sermons, published by Dr. Teylor, £ebendlry of
Westminster, who is"lately deads He was an friend ‘and
school-fellow of Dr. Johnson's, and was I suspected of
preaching sermons written by the doctor. u’-ﬁ confute this
calumny, he ordcred this volume of sermons to be published

- after his death. - But I am efraid it will not quite answer his
K, ;fmTwiﬂvenﬁuws:{,ﬂmmmisnotam
ngland who knows any thi Dr. Jolinson's peculiarities

of style, sentiment, and composition, that will not instantl
nounce these germons tobe his, Indeed, th m(me
at Jonst lngemmnnm and Taylor was no more ca~

)
of wefitin, than of maki P e B
Borteus 10D, Beatie, 1765 — asiawns] T Lo
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said it was ¢ very well.” These, we may be sure,
were not Johnson’s ; for he was abdve little arts, or
tricks of deception.

Johnson was by no means of opinion that evéry
man of a learned profession should consider it as in+
cumbent upon him, or as ne-cessa.ry to his credit, to
appear as an author. When, in the ardour of am-
bition for literary fame, I regretted to him one day
that an eminent judge (!) had nothing of it, and
therefore would leave no perpetual monument of
himself to posterity ; ¢ Alas! Sir,” said Johnson,
“ what a mass of confusion should we have, if every
bishop, and every judge, every lawyer, physician,
and divine, were to write books!”

I mentioned to Johnson a respectable person of a
very strong mind (2), who had little of that tender-
ness which is common to human nature ; as an in-
stance of which, when I suggested to him that he
should invite his son, who had been settled ten
years in foreign parts, to come home and pay him
a visit, his answer was, “ No, no, let him mind his
business.” JornsoN. “I do not agree with him,
Sir, in this. Getting money is not all a man's
business : to cultivate kindness is a valuable part of
the business of life.” '

In the evening, Johnson, being in very good
spirits, entertained us with several characteristical
portraits ¢ I regret that any of them escaped my
retention and diligence. 1 found from experience,

- (1) Probably Lord Mansfield, — C. ’ ,
(!) He means his father, Lord Auchinleck; md MM
nDund,whoqentnmnyyeﬂlinm.-—C-
Y4
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that to cellect my friend’s conversation so as to ex-
hibit it with ans degree of its original flavour, it was
necessary to write it down without delay. To record
his sayings, after some distance of time, was like
preserving or pickling long-kept and faded fruits, or
other vegetables, which, when in that state, have
listle or nothing of their"taste when fresh.

I shall present my readers with a series of what
I gathered this evening from the Johnsouian garden.

« My friend, the late Earl of Corke, had a great
desire to maintain the literary character of his
family : he was a genteel man, but did not keep up
the dignity of his rank. He was so generally civil,
that nobody thanked him for it.”

# Did we not hear so much said of Jack Wilkes,
we should think more highly of his.convemation.
Jack has a great variety of talk, Jaek is a scholar,
and Jack has the manners of a gentleman. But
after hearing his name sounded from pole to pole,
as the phamix of convivial felicity, we are disap-
pointed in his company. IHe has always been at
me: but I would do Jack a kinduness, rather than
not.. The contest is now over.”

“Garriek’s gaiety of eonversation has delicacy
and' elegance: Fpote makes you lsugh more; but
Foote has the air of a bufibon paid for entenaanmg
the company., He, indeed, well deserves bis hire.

«Colley Cibber once comsulted me as to one of
his birthday odes; a long time before it was waated.
I objected very freely to several passages. Cibber
lost patience, and would not read his ode to an end.
When we had done with ecriticlsm we walked over
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to Richardson’s, the author of ¢ Clarissa,” and I
wandered to find Richardson displegsed that I <did
not treat Cibber with more respect’ Now, Sir, to
talk of respect for a player (1)!" (smiling disdain-
fully.) BoswerL. ¢ There, Sir, you are always
heretical : you never will allow merit to a player.”
Jouxson. “Merit, Sir! What merit? Do you
respect a rope-dancer or a ballad-singer?”  Bos-
WELL. “Nu, 8ir; but we respect a great player, as
a man who can conceive lofty sentiments, and can
express themn gracefully,” Jonnson. “ What! Sir,
a fellow who claps a hump on his back, and a lump
on his leg, and cries, ¢ J am Richard the Third ¥’
Nay, Sir, a ballad-singer is a higher man, for he
does two things; he repeats and he sings : there is
both recitation and music in his performance ; the
player only recites” BosweLL. “My dear Sir}
you may turn any thing into ridicule. 1 allow, that
a player of farce is not entitled to respeet; he does
a little thing: but he who can represent cxalted
characters, and touch the noblest passions, has very
respectable powers; and mankind have agreed in
admiring great talents for the stage. 'We must con-
sider, too, that a great player does what very few
arecapable to do; his art is a very gare faculty. Wie
(1) Perhaps Richardson’s displeasure was crested by Johne
son's paying no respect to the age of Cibber, who was almost old
enough to have been his grandfather. Cibber had left the
stage, and ceased to be a player before Johnson left Oxford ; 8o
that he had no more reason to despise Cibber for that profession,
than Cibber would have had to remind him of the days when he
was usher at & school, — [Cibber quitted the in 1730, but
d occasionally on it afterwards; particularly so late as

1744, as Pandulph in King John; so that Johnson might rea-
sonably talk of him as being still a player.]



$30 LIFE OF JWHNSON, 1737,

can repeat Hamlet's soliloquy, ¢ To be, or not to be,’
&8 Garrick doeait? " Jonxsox. “ Any body may.
Jemmy, there (a boy about eight years old, who
was in the room), will do as well in a week.”
BosweLL. ¢ No, no, Sir: and as a proof of the
merit of great acting, and of the value which man-
kind set upon it, Garrick has got a hundred_ thou-
sand pounds.” Jomwnson. “Is getting a hundred
thousand pounds a proof of excellence 7  That has
been done by a scoundrel commissary.”

This was most fallacious reasoning. I was sure,
for once, that I had the best side of the ar-
gument. I boldly maintained the just distinction
between a tragedian and a mere theatrical droll ;
between those who rouse our terror and pity, and
those who only make us laugh. «If,” said I,
« Betterton and Foote were to walk into this room,
you would respect Betterton much more than
Foote.” Jounson. If Betterton were to walk
into this room with Foote, Foote would soon drive
him out of it. Foote, Sir, guatenis Foote, has
powers superior to them all.” (1)

(1) The fact was, that Johnson could not see the passions as
they rose and chased one another in the varied features of the ex-
pressive face of Garpick. Mr. Murphy remembered being in

conversation with Johnson nesrghe side of the scenes, during
the of king Lear: when?Garrick came off the stage, he

y
said, ¢ two talk so loud, destroy all my fe LN
- l"l’ﬁﬁn.o"‘lreplid Jo;:-m. “sg“nm ulk’:nf fuﬁn%
has no feelings.” — C. .
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NOTE ON CIBBER'S * LIVES OF THE POETS.”
[See antd, p. 149.]

In the Morthly Review for May, 1792, there is such a cor-
rection of the above passage as I should think myself very
culpable not to subjoin. « This b is very i ate.
The following statement of facts we know to be true, in every
material circumstance :—Shiels was the principal collector and
digester of the materials for the work ; but, as he was very raw
in authorship, an judifferent writer in prosy, and his language
full of Scotticisms [Theoph.], Cibber, who was a clever, lively
fellow, and then soliciting employment among: the hooksellers,
was engaged to correct the style and diction of the whole work,
then intended to make only four volumes, with power to alter,
expunge, or add, as he liked. He was also to supply notes
occasionally, especially concerning thosg dramatic poets with
whom he had been chiefly fenversant, He also engaged o
write several of the Lives; which (as we are told) he sccord-
ingly performed. He was farther useful in striking out the
Jjacobitical and tory sentiments, which Shiels hud industriously
interspersed wherever he could bring them in; and as the suc-
ess of the work appeared, after all, very doubtful, he was con~
tent with twenty-one pounds for his labour, besides a few sots
of the books to disperse among his friends.  Shiels had nearly
seventy pounds, beside the ‘advantage of many of the best Lives
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in the work being communicated by friends to the undertaking;
and for whi¢n Mr. Shiels had the same consideration as for the
rest, being paid by the shect for the whole. He was, however,
so angry with his whiggish supervisor (Tur., like his father,
being a violent stickier fer the pulitical priaciples which pre-
vailed in the reign of George the Second) for so cifully
mutilating his copy, and scouting his politics, that he wrou
Cibber a challenge ; but was Prevented from sending it by the
publisher, who fairly Jaughed him out of his fury. The pro-
prietors, too, were discontented in the cnd, on account of Mr.
Cibber's uhexpected industry; for his corrections and alter-
ations in the proof-sheets were so ous and considerable,
that the printer made for them a gricvous addition to his bill 3
and, in fine, all parties were dissatisfied. On the whole, the
work was productive of no profit to the undertakers, who had
agreed, in case of success, to make Cibber a present of some
addition to the twenty guincas which he had received, and for
which his reeeipt is now in the bookscllers’ hands. We are
farther assured, that he actually obtained an additional sum ;
when he, soon after (in the year 1758), unfortunately em-
barked for Dublin, on an engagement for one of the theatres
there ; but the ship was cast away, and every person on board
perished. There were sbout sixty passengers, among whom
was the Earl of Drogheda, with many other persons of conses
quence and property.

 As to the alleged design of making the compilement pass
for the work of old Mr. Cibber, the charges seem to have been
founded on a somewhat uncharitable construction. We are
assured that the thoyght was not harboured by some of the
proprietors, who are still living§ and we hope that it did not
oster w0 the first designer of the work, who was also the printer
lir-nd,who bare a respectable character. -

« %We have been induced to enter® circumstantially into the
foregding detail of fhcts relating to the Lives of the Posts,
compiled by Messrs. Cibber and Shiels, from a sincere regard
wthnmdpﬂudpho!mh, t0 which Pr. Johnson s0'

eigidly adirred, ascording to the best of his knowledge; and'
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which, we hclieve, no consideration would have jprevailed on
him to violate. In regard to the matie which we now dis-
miss, he had, no doubt, been misled by partial and wrong in-
formation : Shiels was the doctor’s amanuensis; he had quar-
refled with Cibber ; it is natural to suppose that he told his
story in his own way; and it is certain that he was not ¢a very
sturdy moralist.’ ”

This explanation appears to me satisfactory. It is, however,
to he observed, that the story told by Johnson does not rest
solely upon my record of his conversation ; for he himself has
published it in his Life of Hammond, where he says, ©the
manuseript of Shiels is now in my possession.”  Very probably
ke had trusted to Shicls’s word, and never looked at it so as to
compare it with * The Lives of the Poets,” as published under
Mr. Cibber's name. What became of that manuscript 1 know
not. T shonld have liked much to cxamine it. 1 suppose it
was thrown into the fire in that jmnpetuous combustion of
papers, which Jolnson I think rashly executed when morfbune
dus. — Boswrur. (')

(1) With more immediate reference to the statement in the text (p. 149.),
1 must observe, that, notwithstanding the weight which must be given to
1. Johnson’s repruted rssertions on a subject in which he alleged that he
had idisputable evidence in his own possession, yet there are some circum-
atances which seem at variance with his statements. 1t is true that the
title-page of the firet volume says, * compiled by Mr Cibber,” but all the
other volumces have * coropiled by Mr. Cibber and ofhe hands ;* so that
Juhnaon was certainly mustaken n representing that Cibbeér was held out
as the sole author. In the third vol., p. 156, the life of Betterton, the actor,
is announced as “ wntten by R. 8., no doubt Robert Shécls, and to it is
appended the following note: © As My, Theophidus Cikber is publishing (in
another work) the ¢ Lives and I of eminent Actors,’ he leaves to
other gentiemen concrned in this work the account of some players, who
could not be omitted herein as poets.” A similar notice accompandes the
Life of Booth, vol, iv. p, 178. ; and again, in a niote on the ** Life of Thom.
s, vol, v. p. 211., Theophilud Cidber, in his own natne, states, that he read
the tragedy of Agamemnon to the theatrical synod with so much apyhme.
that he was selected to play the part of Melisander. These vi
grove that * a Cibber” had some share in the work ; — that there was so
intention to conceal that it was Theophifme; and that Robert Shicls and
others were avqwed assistants. Mr. Boswell, in a rmurp-msv, (sep antd,
Vol L. p. 916.), intimated, that * vome chaice passages of these lives were
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No. 11.

ARGUMENT IN FAVQUR OF MR. JAMES THOMPSUN,
MINISTER OF DUMFERMLINE.

[See ant2, p. 182.]

+« Of the censure pronounced from the pulpit, our determine
ation must be formed, as in other caucs, by a consideration of
the act itself, and the particular circuwistanees with which it is
invested.

« The right of censure and rebuke scems necessarily ap
pendant to the pastoral office. He, 1o whom the care of a
congregation is intrusted, is considered as the shepherd of a
flock, as the teacher of a school, as the father of o family.  As
& shepherd tending not his own sheep but those of his master,

" be is answemlile for those that stray, and that lose themselves
by straying. But no man can be answerable for losses which
he has not power to prevent, or for vagrancy which-he has not
authority to restrain,

“ As a teacher giving instruction for wages, and liable to re-
proach, if those whom he undertakes to inform make no pro-
ficiency, he must have the power of enforcing attendance, of
awakening negligence, and repressing contradiction.

“ As a father, he possesses the paternal authority of admonis
tion, rebuke, and punishment. He cannot, without reducing
his ofice to an empty name, be hindered from the cxercise of

written Wy Johnson himself” That npimon 1 thought that Johhson's
own sssertion sufficiently negatived ; but ] must admit, on reconsidese
atioti, that there is some colour for Mr. Foswell’s,suspicion ; for it ap-
pears that Johnson was at one time employed to contribute to that wark
the lives of, at Jeast, Shakspeare and Dryden (see anf2, Vol. IL p. 299,, and
post, 15th May, 1776) ; and though he cerrainly did ot write those lives,
yet several passages throughout the work arc much in his style. That,
howaver, mightwarise from the imitation of Shivls ; but what is most {m.
portant is, that the plan in which these lives are written is substantislly the
same 98 that ‘which Johnson adopted in his awn beautifi] work, — C,
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any practice necessary to stimulate the idle, to rgform the vi.
cious, to check the petulant, and correct tie: stubborn.

« If we enquire into the practice of the primitive church, we
shall, I believe, find the ministers of the word exercising the
whole authority of this complicated character, We shall find
them not only encouraging the good by exhortation, but terri~
fying the wicked by reproof and denunciation.  In the earliest
ages of the church, while religion was yet pure from secular
advantages, the pumshment of sinners was public censure and
open penance ; penalties inflicted merely by ecclesiastical autho-
rity, at a time while the church had yet no help from the civil
power, while the band of the magistrate lifted only the rod of
persecution, and when governors were ready to afford a refuge
to all those who ficd from clerieal authority.

“ That the church, therefore, had once a power of public
censure, is evident, because that power was frequently exercised,
That it bouowed not its power from the civil authority, is:
likewise certain, becauso civil authority was at that time its
enemy.

s The hour eame, at length, when, after three hundred years
of struggle and distress, Truth took possession of imperial
power, and the civil laws Jent their aid to the ecclesiastical
constitutions. The magistrate from that time cooperated with
the priest, and clerical sentences were made efficacious by
secular force. But the state, when it eame to the assistance of
the church, had no intention to diminish its authority. Those
rcbukes and thuse censures which were lawtul befors, were
lawful still. But they had hitherto operated only upon volun-
tary submission. The refractory and ddntemptuous were at
first in no danger of tempdhal severities, except what they
might suffer from the reproaches of conscience, or the detesta-
tion of their fellow Chrigtians. When religion obtained the
support of law, if admonitions and censures had no effeot, they
were seconded by the magistrates with coercion and punish-
ment,

S It thareﬁom appears, from ecclesiastical history, that tbe
right of inflicting shame by public censure has been always
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eonsidered as thherent in the chureh ; and that this richt wag
not conferred by the civil power ; for it was exercised when 1he
civil power operated sgainst it By the civil power it wa«
‘never taken away ; for the Christian magistrate interposed his
office, not to rescue sinners from censure, but to supply morc
powerful means of reformation ; to add pain where shame was
‘insufficient ; and, when men were proclaimed unworthy of the
society of the faithful, to restrain them by imprisonment from
spreading abroad the contagion of wickedness.

¢ Tt is not improbable, that from this acknowledged power
of public censure grew, in time, the practice of auricular eon-
fession. Those who dreaded the blast of public reprehensiom
were willing to submit themselves to the priest by a private

tion of themselves, and to obtain a reconciliation with the
church by a kind of clandestine absolution and invisible pe-
nances conditions with which the priest would, in times of
dgnoranve and corruption, easily comply, as they increased his
influence, by adding the knowledge of sacret sius to that of
notorjous affences, and enlarged his authority, by making himn
the sole arbiter of the terms of reconcilement.

« From this boudage the Reformation set us free. The
minister has no longer power to press into the retirements of
conscience, to torture us by interrogatories, or put himself in
possession of our secrets and our lives. But though we have
thus controlled his usurpations, his just and original power
‘remains unimpaired. He may still see, though he may not pry ;
he may yet hear, though he may not question. And that
knowledge which his eyes and ears force upon him it ie stifl
his duty to use, for the benefit of his flock. “A father-who lives
pear a wicked neighbour may foibid a son to frequent his com.
pany. A minister who has in his congregation s man of open
#ad scandalous wiskedness may warg his parishioners to shun
hlg conversation. To wam them is not anly lawful, but not to
warh thews would be oriminal. He may warn them one by
one in friendly converse, or by a parochial visitation, But if
$ir mny warn each man singly, what shall forbld him to warn
sham altogether? Of that which is to be made known 10 ail.
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how is there any differcnce whether it be communiegted to each *
singly, or to all together ? What is knowr’to all must neces-
sarily be public. Whether it shall be public at once, or public
by degrees, is the only quuﬁm And of a sudden and ‘solenin
publication the impression is deeper and the warmng more
effectual.

« It may casily be urgod, if a rginister be thus left at m,my
to delate sinners from the pulpit, and to publish.at will the .
crimes of a parishioner, he may often blast the innocent, ana
distress the timorous. He may be suspicious, and condemn
without evidence ; he may be rash, and judge without examin-
ation; he may be scvere, and treat slight offences with too
much harshuess; he may be malignant and partial, and gratify
his private intcrest or resentment under the shelter of his pas«
toral character.

« Of all this there is possibility, and of all this there is dan-
ger.  But if possibility of evil be to exclude good, no good
ever can be done. If nothing is to be attempted in which
there is danger, we must all sink into hopelsss inactivity. The
evils that may be feared from this practice erise, not from any
defect in the institution, but from the infirmities of human na-
ture. Power, in'whatever hands it is placed, will be sometimes
iinproperly cxerted ; yet courts of law must judge, though they
will sometimes judge amiss. A father must instruct his chil-
dren, though he himself may often want instraction. A minister
must censure sinners, though his censure may be ‘sometimes
erroneous by want of jndgment, a.nd someumasundlm by want .
of honesty.

«Jf we oxamine ‘the circumstances of*the present Mm
shall find the sentence nei us norunjust; we thl
find no breach of private confidence, no intrusion into-secret
transactions. rThe fact wag notorious and, indubitable ; so easy
to be proved, that no proof was desired. The sigs: was base and
treacherous, &eymmm»mmdmuwmnmpw
naturally misdhievous. The minister, however, being retires .
und recluss, had not yet heard what was publivly known,
throughout the parish ; md, on occasion of a publie eleemu,

VOL. vI Z
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wamed hig people, according to bis duty, against the erimes
which pubhie elections frequently produce. Iiis warning was
felt by one of his parishton 1« as pointed particularly at lnmself
But instead of producing, as smght be wished, private com-
punetion and immediate reformation, it kindled only rage and
rescntment  He charged his wmtnister, 1n a public paper, with
scandyl, defamation, and faJsehood. The munister, thus re.
proached, had his own chaiacter to vindicate, upon which lus
pastoral aunthonty must necessarily depend To be charged
with a defamatory hie 18 an injury which no man patiently
endures in common Iife. To be charged with polluting the
pastoral office with scandal end falschood was a violation of
charscter still more atrocious, as 1t affected not only his personal,
but his clerical veracity. His indignation naturally rose 1n
proportion {o his honesty, and, with all the fortitude ot anyured
honcsty, he dared this calumniator m the church, and at once
exongrated himselt from censure, and rescucd his flock from
deception and from danger. The man whom he accuscs pre-
tends not to be wpnocent, or, at least, only pretends, for he
doclives a tral, ‘The erime of which lie 18 accused bas frequent
opportwutics aud strong teraptatious. It has alrcady spread
far, with much depravation of private morals, and much nyury
10 public bappiness. To warn the people, therefore, against 1t
wias not wanton and officious, but nécessary and pastoral.

« What, then, is the fanlt with which this worthy mnister is
charged? He has usurped no domumon over conscienee. He
has exerted no suthonty in support of doubtful and pentroverted
opinjons. ¥ has not dragged into light a bashful end corri.
gible sinner.  Mis ‘censure was dirocted against a breach of
amapality, against an act which #o man justifio. The man who
appeopyiakoed. this censure ¢o himself is evidently and notoriously
guilty. His conscionsmess of his pwn wickedness incited him
o attack his Saithiul reprover with open insolence snd printed
sctusations.  Such su abtavk made defence peceseary ; and we
hope it wil] be ot lnst decided that the means of defence were
Juss and lawfal,”
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MOTF ON WILKLS S INFERIRETATION OF HORACE 5
“ DIFEICITE DNI PIOPRIR,” ET€C.

[See ant p 196 ]

My very pleasant frien 1 lume(If as w1l as others who remem-
her old storus, wall 1o doul t be surprised when T observe, that
fobn Wilkes here <hows hiddf to be of the Warburtonian
achool Tt s noverthldess true as appears from Dr Hurd the
bishop of Wore stor's very clcgant commentary and notes on
the ¢ Lpstola ad Pisoncs It 15 necessary, to a far conuder-
ation of the question, that the whole passage in whuch the
woids occur should be ket in vicw e
* Sj qud inespertum scenm commitis et audes

Tersonam formar. novam uﬂ etur ad lmum
Buliu b ineepto 'r ot sibi constet

lﬂlmlo cat yropri¢ rnmmunll diccre  tuque
Rectitis 1 r':)fq umu.n dednels in mn‘;
ul:mlmﬂmn pﬁ\m )nm erit al primus
Non cirea nilem pstulumque moraberis orbem
Net verbum v eunbh retlde fidus
Interpres mec desllies Imitator in arctum
Unde pedem proferre pudor vetat aut operts icx

Ihe « Commentary » thus sllustrates 1t — « But the formation
of quate new characters 1 a work of great difficulty and hazard.
For here there 15 no generallg ru uved and fixcd archetype to
work after, but every one julffgcs of common nght sceprding
to the extent and comprehension of hs own idea, therefore
he advises to labour and mefit old characters and subjects, par-
ticularly those made known and suthorizod by the practice of
Homer and the epic writers *  The note 15, © Difficsle eal proe
prie communsa deere ®  Lambin's comment is, « Commuma
hoe leoo appellat Floratius arguments fabularami 3 sullo adhue
tractata et ita, qua curys exposita sunt et m medio Guodata.

z 2
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" mode positp, quasi vacua et a nemine cecupata.” And that this
is the true meauiog of communiy is evidently fixed by the words
ignota indictague, which arc explanatory of it} so that the sensc
given it in the commentary is unquestionably the right one.
Yet, notwitistanding the cledarness of the case, a late critic bas
this strange passage : “ Difficile quidem esse proprié communia
dicere, hoc est, materiem vulgarem, notam et ¢ medio petitam,
ita immutare atque exornarc, ut nova ct seriptori propria vide-
atur, ultro concedimus; et maximi procul dubio ponderis ista
est. observatio. Sed omnibus utrinque collatis, et tum diffi-
cilis tum venusti, tam judicii quam ingenii ratione babitd, major
videtur esse gloria fabulam formare penitds novam, quim vete-
rem, utcunque mutatum de novo exhibere.” — Poet, Prel. v.
1. p. 164. Where, having first put a wrong construction on
the word communia, he employs it to introduce an impertinent
criticism. For where does the poet prefer the glory of refitting
old subjects to that of inventing new ones? The contrary is
implied in what he urges about the superior difficulty of the
latter, from which he dissuades his countrymen, only in respect
of their abilities and inexperieuce in these matters : and in order
t cultivate in them, which is the main view of the epistle, a
apirit of correctness, by sending them to the old subjects, treated
by the Gretk writers.. For my own part (with all deference
for Dr. Hurd, who thinks the case -clear), I consider the pas-

sage, “ Difficile est proprié communia dicere,” to be a crux for

the criﬁes en Horace. The explication which my Lord of

Waorcester treats with so much contempt. is, nevertheless, coun-

tenanced by authority which I find quoted by the learned

Baxter, in ln'seditimhll!om « Difficile est proprié communia

 digere, b, e, e vulgares di verbis enarrare, vel humile

,ﬁmm dignitate trastare..  Difficile-ext communes ves pro-
priisecplicare verbia. " Vet. Schol.®, I was much disappointed
%o- MW MMMD& Benﬂcy has no note upon this

“very diffiduls pasmage, os ftom his vigorous and illuminated

'Imi Immmumwmmm
1 tisve yor hid. . Sansdon thus trests of it : « Proprié commu-

' wia diosre;. c'ost i - dive, quH u’utpnmédc former. & ces
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personnages d'imagination des caroctéres particuljers et cepen-
dant viaisemblables. Comme)'on a été l@maitre de les former
tels qu'on a voulw, les fautes que P'on fait en cels sont mains
pardonnables.  (Uest pourquoi Horace eonseille de prendre
toujours des sujets connus, tels que sont, par excdWple, ceux que
on peut tirer des poémes d'Homeére.”  Awd Dacier observes
upon it, * Aprés avoir marqué leg deux qualiter qu'il faut donner
suK personnages quun invente, il conseille aux poctes Lragiques,
de n'user pas trop facilement de cette libeny yn'ity 't d'en
inventar car il est tres-difficile de réussiv dans ces wosrcanx
carsetires. Il est mal aisé, dit IHorace, de traiter proprement,
c’est A dire, convenablement, des sujets communs; ¢'est & dire,
des sujets invontés, et qui n'ont aucun fondement ni dans Ihise
toire ni dans la fable; et il les appelle communs, parcequ'ils
sont en disposition & tout le monde, et que tout le monde a le
droit de les inventer, et yu'ils sont, comme on dit, au premier
occupant.”  Sce his ubscrvations at large on this expression and
the following, After all, I cannot help entertaining some
doubt whether the words Difficile est proprié¢ communia dicere
may not bave been tlnown in by Ilorace to form a scparate
article in a “choice of difliculties” which a poet has to en-
counter who chooses a new subject; in which case it must be
uncertain which of the various explanations is the true one,
and every reader bas a right to decide as it may strike his own
fancy. And even should the wordd be understood, as they
gencrally are, to be connected both with what goes before and,
what comes after, tho exact sensc cannot he gbolutely esoes-
tained ; for instance, whether proprié is meant to sxgmfy ™
appropriated manner, as Dr. Johnson hére understands it, ory
as 1tmnﬁenusedl)y0ieezb,whmorw;' In
short, it is a rare instance of » defect in pesspicuity in an
admirable writer, who, wjth almost every species of excellence,
is peculiarly remarkable for that quality. Tha length of this
note, perhaps, reguires an tpolog'y. Many of my resders, I
doubt not, will admit that a eril mlduannmbfcpam@‘h
a favourite classic is very eugugiap..aBoumL o ;‘
This passage was the subject of an ingenious dispuasion be
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tween the young Mirquis de Sevigné and M. Dacler, which
will be found, tagetivarwith Sanadon’s and Dumarsais’ opinions,
in the last volume of the best edition of Madame de Sevigné's
letters. It seerns to result from {he whole discussion that, in
thé ordinarytst2aning of the words, the passage is obscure, and
that, to make sense, we must either alter the words, or assign
to thermn an unusual interprefation. All commentators are

, agreed — by the help of the context— what the general mean-
-ing must be, but no one scems able eerbum verbo reddere fidwa
snterpros, — C.

END OF THE BIXTH VOLUWMZ,


















